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1.0 INTRODUCTION/PROJECT SUMMARY 
 
The Federal Transit Administration (FTA), in cooperation with the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority (MTA) of the State of New York and Long Island Rail Road 
(LIRR), will prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on a proposal to make 
infrastructure improvements to the LIRR Main Line Corridor.  The Corridor includes the 
area between Queens Village and Hicksville in Queens and Nassau Counties, New 
York.   
 
The Proposed Action would consist of the addition of a new third track to the existing two 
track configuration between the Queens Interlocking in Queens County and the Divide 
Interlocking in Nassau County, with crossover service to the Oyster Bay Branch east of 
the Mineola Station.  The Proposed Action may include modifications or additions of: 
crossovers, interlockings, sidings, bridges (over/undergrade bridges, viaducts, and 
culverts), signal systems (signal bridges, signal huts, signals, control towers), 
communications, substations, and retaining walls.  Modifications to existing stations may 
be required such as changes to station buildings, parking, shelters/waiting rooms, 
platform placement and amenities such as the addition of elevators at stations.  Up to 
five (5) roadway grade crossings will be considered for separation and/or closure.  
Property acquisitions may be necessary to accommodate the Proposed Action and utility 
relocations (including but not limited to: electric, signal, communications, gas, water, 
sewer, and storm systems).  
 
The FTA is the lead federal agency under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
(NEPA).  The Environmental Impact Statement will be prepared in accordance with 
NEPA, the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) Regulations (40 CFR 1500-1508) 
and USDOT FHWA/FTA Environmental Impact and Related Procedures (23 CFR 771). 
As sponsor of the proposed project, the LIRR will ensure that the EIS and the 
environmental review process also satisfy the requirements of the New York State 
Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA). 
 
The EIS will evaluate a No Action Alternative, various Build Alternatives, and any 
additional alternatives generated through the scoping process.  Scoping will be 
accomplished through meetings and correspondence with interested persons, 
organizations, and Federal, State, regional, and local agencies. 
 
1.1 SCOPING PROCESS  
 
The Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) has provided regulations and guidance for 
implementing the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969.  Specific information 
regarding Scoping is provided in 40 CFR Part 1501.7 and in subsequent guidance 
issued to all heads of Federal agencies.  CEQ regulations and guidance identify the 
scoping process as an early and open process for determining the scope of issues to be 
addressed and for identifying significant issues related to a proposed action. 
 
One of the functions of scoping is to identify the public involvement/public hearing 
processes of all appropriate state and federal agencies that will ultimately act upon the 
proposed action. To the maximum extent possible, such processes should be integrated 
into the EIS process so that joint public meetings and hearings can be conducted. 

1 
 



Main Line Corridor Improvements Project   
Scoping Document    

 

Updated 6-7-05 
 

Conducting joint meetings and hearings eliminates duplication and should significantly 
reduce the time and cost of processing an EIS and any subsequent approvals. The end 
result will be a more informed public cognizant of all facets of the proposed action. 
 
The scoping process for this project will be carried out through a series of agency and 
public meetings as well as by providing the opportunity for any interested party to submit 
written comments for a specified period of time during the scoping process. 
 
The initiation of the EIS and the scoping process begins with the publication of a Notice 
of Intent (NOI) to prepare an EIS in the Federal Register.  The next step is a formal 
project scoping process, in which the LIRR will identify a range of actions, alternatives, 
and impacts.  The LIRR will solicit agency and public responses to this document.  All 
reasonable alternatives and issues identified through scoping will be considered in the 
preparation of the EIS. 
 
This Scoping Information Package is provided to Federal, State, and local agencies and 
the general public to provide preliminary information of the project’s Purpose and Need, 
Alternatives, and areas of environmental concern.  It is intended to inform participants in 
the scoping process of the project and project area features planned for consideration in 
the EIS.  Additional information will be available at the scoping meetings. 
 
The LIRR will hold scoping meetings at the following locations: 
 

• Tuesday, June 14, 2005 from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM and 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM at 
Jericho Terrace – 249 Jericho Turnpike, Mineola, NY 11501; 

• Thursday, June 16, 2005 from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM and 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM at 
Floral Terrace – 250 Jericho Turnpike, Floral Park, NY 11001; and 

• Tuesday, June 21, 2005 from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM and 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM at 
Antuns Hicksville – 244 West Old Country Road, Hicksville, NY 11801 

 
The LIRR will accept oral and written comments on the scope of the EIS during the 
public scoping meetings.  Written comments will also be accepted until August 31, 2005.  
Written comments should be submitted to: 

 
Mr. Peter Palamaro 
LIRR Public Affairs 
Jamaica Station, 1131 
Jamaica, NY 11435 

 
1.2 PROJECT LOCATION  
 
The Long Island Rail Road Main Line Corridor Improvements Project is located along an 
11.5-mile segment of the LIRR Main Line track between Queens Village and Hicksville in 
Queens and Nassau Counties, New York.  The project location relative to the region is 
illustrated on Figure 1.  Figure 2 provides a more detailed illustration of the project 
corridor, including the nine station locations and eight roadway grade crossings located 
within the corridor.  The nine stations are: Queens Village, Bellerose, Floral Park, New 
Hyde Park, Merillon Avenue, Mineola, Carle Place, Westbury, and Hicksville. 
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Figure 1: Project Location Map 
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2.3 STATION AREA ALTERNATIVES 
 
Proposed improvements at station locations along the Main Line Corridor will be 
determined based on the requirements of specific alignment alternatives.  For example,  
the improvements necessary at any given station where additional track is added on the 
north side of the right-of-way would differ from improvements required to accommodate 
additional track placed on the south side of the right-of-way.  Station area improvements 
are likely to include alterations, relocation or additions of the following elements: 
 

• Platforms; 
• Buildings;  
• Signage; 
• Parking facilities; 
• Ingress/egress points; 
• Kiss and Ride locations; and 
• Intermodal transit interface features (bus, taxi, etc.) 

 
2.4 ROADWAY GRADE CROSSING ALTERNATIVES 
 
The closure and/or separation of roadway grade crossings will be evaluated at the 
following five locations (illustrated on Figures 3 and 4): 
 

• Covert Avenue in New Hyde Park; 
• 12th Street in New Hyde Park; 
• New Hyde Park Road in New Hyde Park; 
• School Street in Westbury; and 
• Urban Avenue in New Cassel. 

 
Alternatives will be evaluated based on potential safety issues, anticipated effects on 
local traffic conditions, and cost. 
 
2.5 PROJECT PHASING OPTIONS AND INDEPENDENT UTILITY 
 
Although compatible with and contributing to the functionality of the overall 
improvements, some elements of the Build Alternatives such as station rehabilitation or 
roadway grade crossing elements are functionally independent of the other elements of 
the Proposed Action.  Although the current plan is to evaluate all of the elements in the 
EIS, as the project develops and as schedules and construction phasing plans develop, 
it is possible that some of the independent elements may be advanced via separate 
environmental evaluations under NEPA. 
 
3.0 PROPOSED IMPACT AREAS TO BE CONSIDERED 
 
The LIRR will evaluate the proposed impacts on the physical and natural environment, 
social/economic factors, and transportation factors.  The level of analysis will be 
commensurate with the potential impacts likely to occur as a result of the project.   The 
LIRR has identified several areas of concern as topics of focus for the Draft EIS.  These 
are: 
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• Property Acquisition; 
• Historic and Archaeological Resources; 
• Parks and Section 4(f) Properties; 
• Traffic and Roadway Grade Crossings; 
• Noise and Vibration; 
• Water Quality; 
• Wetlands; and 
• Threatened and Endangered Species. 

 
The following sections briefly discuss the factors to be evaluated, and the level of 
analysis to be undertaken.   
 
3.1 SOCIAL/ECONOMIC FACTORS 
 
3.1.1 Land Use 
 
The project corridor is surrounded largely by residential subdivisions.  Most subdivisions 
exist within unincorporated communities in the towns of Hempstead, North Hempstead 
and Oyster Bay and the villages of: Bellerose, Floral Park, New Hyde Park, Mineola, 
Garden City, and Westbury. 
 
Supporting uses, including parks and recreation areas, and commercial and institutional 
establishments are also present throughout the corridor.  Most land in the 11.5-mile long 
corridor has been utilized for some form of development and only isolated areas of 
vacant land still exist.  
 
The LIRR will prepare an inventory of land use in the corridor and evaluate the potential 
impact of the proposed improvements on local land use.  If parks or open space may be 
potentially impacted, the LIRR will prepare a Section 4(f) evaluation, as discussed 
below. 
 
3.1.2 Displacement/Property Acquisition  
 
It is anticipated that most of the Main Line Corridor proposed improvements could take 
place within the existing right-of-way established for the LIRR.   However, some property 
acquisition may be necessary in order to construct a new continuous additional track and 
for some station area and roadway grade crossing improvements.  Most of the areas 
where property acquisition will be necessary will be surrounding stations and where 
roadways, bridges, and underpasses cross the Main Line right-of-way. 
 
Prior to a determination of which property must be acquired, analysis of the pros and 
cons of several approaches will be conducted as part of the evaluation of alternatives 
discussed in Section 2 above.  County tax maps and data included in the project 
Geographic Information System (GIS) data set will be integral in identifying property 
boundaries, ownership, and assessing the approximate amount of land necessary for 
acquisition.   
 
It should be recognized however, that property identified for acquisition as part of the 
Draft EIS process may not ultimately be required in order to construct the proposed 
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project.  Final decisions regarding property acquisition will not be taken until after the 
FTA issues a Record of Decision.  The final design of facilities will determine exact 
property needs and the needs will be verified with detailed survey data.   
 
As will be discussed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS), all property 
acquisition will be conducted in conformance with the Uniform Relocation Assistance 
and Real Property Acquisition Policy Act of 1970 and implementing regulations 
contained in Title 49, Part 24 of the Code of Federal Regulations (49 CFR Part 24).      
 
3.1.3 Neighborhood and Community Disruption 
 
Temporary and secondary effects associated with construction and operation of the 
proposed Main Line improvements are anticipated for adjacent neighborhoods and 
communities.  These effects are anticipated to be limited to temporary changes in traffic 
patterns, access points, and increases in noise.  No significant neighborhood impact or 
community disruption is anticipated in association with the proposed improvements. 
 
Community disruptions during construction are anticipated, however, access impacts 
can be mitigated with a master traffic plan for the sequence and maintenance of traffic 
during construction.  The master traffic plan would be developed with extensive 
coordination with the locally affected communities, the Village officials, and the Nassau 
County Department of Public Works traffic engineers. 
 
LIRR will also provide an evaluation of the potential for cumulative impacts to occur to 
neighborhoods as well as the impacts due to construction phasing.    
 
3.1.4 Environmental Justice  
 
Executive Order 12898 calls for each Federal agency to make achieving environmental 
justice part of its mission by identifying as appropriate, disproportionately high and 
adverse human health or environmental effects of its program, policies, and activities on 
minority populations and low income populations. 
 
The LIRR will evaluate the potential impacts of its alternatives on minority populations 
and low income populations.   The LIRR will to reach out to these groups regarding the 
scope of the project and potential impacts. 
 
3.1.5 Historic and Archaeological Resources  
 
FTA and LIRR will look at historic and archaeological resources in accordance with 
Section 106 of the Historic Preservation Act of 1966. The LIRR will then identify, in 
consultation with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), any known historic or 
archaeological resources in or eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.  LIRR 
will identify and evaluate potential impacts associated with the construction and long-
term operation of the LIRR improvements. 
 
The public outreach required under Section 106 will be incorporated into the NEPA 
process.  Any agreements necessary to fulfill Section 106 requirements will be 
presented in the DEIS. 
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If impacts will occur to historic or archaeological resources, the 4(f) evaluation, as 
discussed above, will also pertain to these resources.  
 
3.1.6 Transit Noise & Vibration Conditions 
 
Two types of noise and vibration impacts will be evaluated:  train passby noise and train 
horn soundings near roadway grade crossings.    
 
LIRR will use the FTA Transit Noise and Vibration Assessment guidance manual to 
determine the potential for noise and vibration impacts.  Initial screening has determined 
that there are noise- and/or vibration-sensitive land uses in the project area.   Further 
screening and field measurements will estimate the likelihood of impacts resulting from 
the project and establish the existing ambient conditions.  If a potential for impact exists, 
LIRR will conduct a general assessment which will provide more detailed analysis than 
the general screening.  Should the general assessment demonstrate that impacts are 
still likely, LIRR will conduct a detailed analysis.  If required, the detailed analysis will 
quantify noise and vibration impacts and present mitigation measures proposed for 
implementation in conjunction with the project. 
 
The transit noise and vibration assessment will also consider local ordinances as 
appropriate. 
 
3.2 TRANSPORTATION FACTORS 
 
3.2.1 Ridership 
 

The labor force in Nassau, Suffolk, and Queens is projected to increase by 
approximately 22 percent between 2005 and 2030.  Without Main Line Corridor 
improvements, the LIRR will not be able to accommodate future demand for service into 
and out of Manhattan, which will cause severe overcrowding on peak hour trains.   LIRR 
will use approved transportation modeling to determine future ridership levels in the 
project study area.   

 
 
3.2.2 Traffic and Roadway Grade Crossings 
 
A traffic analysis will be undertaken to explore the impacts of potential roadway grade 
crossing separations and/or closures and to determine potential access issues for 
automobiles, buses, bicycles, and pedestrians.  The traffic study will include: 1) 
determining the existing conditions; 2) determining projected future conditions with and 
without the proposed improvements; 3) level of service analysis for all project scenarios 
(No Build and Build alternatives); and 4) identification of mitigation measures.  The traffic 
analysis will be conducted in coordination with NYSDOT and local jurisdictions.  
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