
Public Invovement in the Process 

Working with local leaders; elected officials; state, regional and local governmental 
agencies; civic groups; environmental groups; business and commercial leaders; 
and residents.

There are many ways to communicate with the Project Team including; 
direct exchange at meetings/briefings, focus groups, open houses,
roundtable discussions, workshops, surveys, website, and by email and telephone.

Ways to Obtain Timely Information:

Open, Ongoing, Collaborative, Continuous and Inclusive Dialog
–

Public Input:
–

– Newsletters
– Website: www.mta.info/mta/planning/whrtas
– Project information line : 1-800-897-0302
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    The Hudson Valley sustains a vibrant 

economy that is one of the strongest of any 

region in New York State. Its fastest

growing areas are the Lower/Mid-Hudson

Valley and the communities surrounding

Stewart International Airport (SWF). 

Because of its location in the Hudson River 

Valley,  its proximity to New York City, and 

its accessibility to the Northeastern U.S. via 

highways and railroads, Orange County

has seen a rapid residential and 

commercial expansion in the past few 

decades.  Continued population and

employment growth is creating more travel 

demand and placing a greater burden on 

existing transportation systems.  An 

expansion in capacity of 
public

transportation services is becoming

essential to relieve increasing congestion, 

enhance mobility, and link affordable

housing to employment centers — all of 

which will help preserve the quality of life
 in 

the region.

The first o
f several O

pen Houses to
 intro

duce th
e public to

 th
e West o

f H
udson 

Regional Transit A
ccess Study (W

HRTAS) w
as held on December 8, 2008, fro

m 4 PM 

to 8 PM in Newburgh, O
range County. Representatives of th

e MTA Metro
-North 

Railro
ad, the Port Authority

 of New York and New Jersey (PANYNJ) and other 

members of the Study Team were on hand to present information and answer 

questions about th
e study.

Residents and other stakeholders turned out in
 large numbers to hear about th

e 

WHRTAS, w
hich will c

onsider a Long List of over 80 potential alternatives to meet 

the transit 
mobility

 and access needs of commuters and Stewart Airport 

passengers and employees. These alternatives range from the inexpensive and 

immediate to the expensive and long-term and include a variety of tr
ansit m

odes 

such as light rail, bus rapid transit, commuter rail, high-speed ferry, as well as 

improved park and rid
e faciliti

es and regional bus shuttle
s services.  The meeting 

provided an opportunity for th
e project sponsor and study partners to intro

duce 

the project, in
cluding the study area boundaries and project lim

its and the project 

planning process. 

The Open House provided an opportunity for th
e public to share their t

houghts 

and concerns in planning for tr
ansit im

provements. Comments fro
m the meeting 

were gathered and will b
e considered 

during the first phase of analyzing the 

transit a
lternatives. Further ...
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Continued on p. 7

Newburgh Area Land Use & Transportation Study
Tappan Zee Bridge / I-287 Environmental Review 
Metro-North Penn Station Access
Local and Regional Transit Friendly Planning Initiatives
New Windsor Master Plan
Access to the Region’s Core (ARC)
OCTC Long Range Transportation Plan
Current ongoing residential and commercial development efforts
Other agency studies & initiatives 

Coordination with Other Initatives:


