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Background 
 

The B63 provides local bus service between Bay Ridge and Cobble Hill in Brooklyn via the 
neighborhoods of Sunset Park, Park Slope and Prospect Heights. The NYC Department of 
Transportation in partnership with NYC Transit will be implementing bus lanes in 2026 on the northern 
section of Flatbush Avenue between Grand Army Plaza and State Street. The Cobble Hill-bound B63 
turns left from northbound Flatbush Avenue to westbound Atlantic Avenue, and the Bay Ridge-bound 
B63 turns right from eastbound Atlantic Avenue to southbound Flatbush Avenue. The new street 
geometry at the intersection of Flatbush Avenue and Atlantic Avenue would result in the Cobble Hill-
bound B63 waiting to turn left blocking the more frequent bus routes traveling straight (B41 and B67). 
The Bay Ridge-bound B63 would not be able to enter the bus lanes and instead would have to travel in 
the slower single general traffic lane for two blocks on Flatbush Avenue. 
 
 
Recommended Solution 
 
Revise the travel path of the B63 in each direction to avoid the turns at the intersection of Flatbush 
Avenue and Atlantic Avenue. The Cobble Hill-bound B63 would travel from 5th Avenue via Bergen 
Street and 4th Avenue to Atlantic Avenue, and the Bay Ridge-bound B63 would travel from Atlantic 
Avenue via 4th Avenue and Dean Street to 5th Avenue. There would be no impacts to bus stops except 
for the slight revision of the Cobble Hill-bound bus stop on 5th Avenue at Bergen Street across the street 
within the same intersection. 
 
 
Impact on Funding 
 
The net result of this revision would be no change in annual operating costs, as the travel time would 
remain the same and the travel distance would remain nearly the same. 
 
 
Implementation Date 
 
Summer 2026 
 
 
 





Staff Summary 
 

 

traffic to improve bus speed and prioritize bus operations. However, under the new street geometry, buses 
waiting to turn left unto Atlantic Avenue would obstruct the more frequent through-service bus routes that 
are utilizing the bus lanes and traveling straight such as the B41 and B67. Additionally, the Bay Ridge–
bound B63 turns right from Atlantic Avenue to Flatbush Avenue followed by another right turn onto 5th 
Avenue. The Bay Ridge-bound B63 buses would not be able to utilize the left side bus lanes on Flatbush 
Avenue, but they would instead need to use the one general traffic lane for two blocks, mixing with slower 
general traffic, and preventing them from benefiting from the new bus priority treatments. These 
operational conflicts would diminish expected improvements in bus speed, reliability, and service 
performance overall. 
 
To accommodate the planned revision to travel lanes and street geometry as part of the northern Flatbush 
Avenue bus lanes project, the travel path of the Cobble Hill-bound B63 would be revised to turn left onto 
Bergen Street, right onto 4th Avenue, and left onto Atlantic Avenue where it would continue its regular 
route. This revision would replace the current travel path on 5th Avenue to Flatbush Avenue to Atlantic 
Avenue. As part of this revision, the existing bus stop on 5th Avenue at the far side of Bergen Street would 
be relocated within the same intersection to Bergen Street at the far side of 5th Avenue.  
 
The travel path of the Bay Ridge-bound B63 would also be revised to turn right onto 4th Avenue, turn left 
onto Dean Street, turn right onto 5th Avenue and resume its regular route instead making the right turn onto 
Flatbush Avenue general traffic lanes, and then a right turn onto 5th Avenue. No revisions to Bay-Ridge-
bound bus stops. 
 
See the attached map. 
 
Recommendation 
 
Revise the travel path of the B63 in each direction to avoid the turns at the intersection of Flatbush Avenue 
and Atlantic Avenue. The Cobble Hill-bound B63 would travel from 5th Avenue via Bergen Street and 4th 
Avenue to Atlantic Avenue, and the Bay Ridge-bound B63 would travel from Atlantic Avenue via 4th 
Avenue and Dean Street to 5th Avenue. There would be no impacts to bus stops except for the slight 
revision of the Cobble Hill-bound bus stop on 5th Avenue at Bergen Street across the street within the same 
intersection. 
 
Alternatives 
 
Do nothing: Foregoing this travel path revision would lead to service delays and reduce the anticipated 
improvements in bus speed, reliability, and service performance overall.  
  
Impact on Funding  
 
The net result of this revision would be no change in annual operating costs, as the travel time would 
remain the same and the travel distance would remain nearly the same. 
 
Implementation Date 
 
Summer 2026. 
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