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1 MR. FRI MAN: Good afternoon. W
2 will now begin the hearing. Today is
3 Monday, August 29, 2022 and the tinme
4 Is 1:03 p.m My name is Paul Friman
5 and | will be today's hearing officer.
6 This hearing is being

7 | i ve-streamed and recorded and will be
8 avail abl e publicly on the MIA YouTube
9 channel and the Central Business

10 District Tolling Program project

11 website at nta.info/ CBDTP.

12 St enographers are present and
13 will create a written record of

14 today's hearing. By attending this
15 virtual hearing, you consent to be

16 recorded.

17 Today's hearing will begin with
18 openi ng remarks, followed by a

19 presentation on the Central Business
20 District Tolling Program Environnent al
21 Assessment, and then public comments.
22 There are 238 speakers signed
23 up. Speakers will be called in the
24 order they signed up.

25 After we get underway, through
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the Q&A function, we will send each
speaker present today your place in

t he speaker 1|ist. Pl ease give us a
little time as it will take sonme tinme
to get this message to each speaker in
attendance.

Thr oughout the day, we wil|l
regularly |l et everyone know where we
are in the list so you can gauge how
much | onger you may need to wait to
speak.

I f you've joined the Zoom under
a name that is different fromthe one
you used when you signed up to speak
or if you did not sign up to speak but
woul d |Ii ke to speak, please identify
yourself in the Q&A function.

You may al so request to speak
anonymously. If this is your
preference, please indicate this in
the Q&A function and we will give you
further instructions.

Pl ease do not use the Q&A
function for conmments you would |ike

to submt on Central Business District
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Tolling Program Comments can be
subm tted by visiting nta.info/ CBDTP,
calling (646)252-7440, via mail to CBD
Tolling Program 2 Broadway, 23rd
Fl oor, New York, New York 10004, or
via emai|l at CBDTP@m abt. org.

You may al so submt coments
directly to the Federal Hi ghway
Adm ni stration via email at
CBDTP@lot . gov or by mail at FHWA- New
York Division, Re: CBDTP, Leo W
O Brien Federal Building, 11A, Clinton
Avenue, Suite 719, Al bany, New York
12207. Comments submtted by mail,
phone, e-mail, online forum or
verbally at a hearing will be
consi dered equally and carry the same
wei ght .

In addition, and again in
recognition of the overwhel m ng
i nterest, we have added the ability to
submt personally-recorded video
comments. As with oral comments at
t he hearing, video coments should be

l[imted to three m nutes. Recor ded
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1 video comments may be submtted via

2 e-mail to CBDTP@n abt.org. Such

3 comments shall be considered equally

4 and carry the sanme weight as all other
5 met hods for submtting conments.

6 CART Captioning and Anmerican

7 Sign Language interpreters are

8 avail abl e at today's hearing. To turn
9 on CART Captioning use the CC button
10 on the bottom of the screen. Sign

11 Language interpreters will appear on
12 screen for all attendees. To hear the
13 transl ated audi o, use the

14 interpretation button on the bottom of
15 the screen.

16 We will now start with opening
17 remarks fromDr. Allison C. de

18 Cerrefio, MIA's Deputy Chief Operating
19 Officer.

20 DR. DE CERRENO: Thank you.

21 And thank you all for joining us
22 today. We are excited to be here as
23 we continue our public outreach on

24 this historic project. 1'd like to

25 t hank you for taking the time to |earn
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more and share with us your thoughts
and conmments.

This afternoon, | am
representing the Triborough Bridge and
Tunnel Authority and MIA nore broadly,
and am joined by Nichola Angel, Vice
Presi dent of Triborough Bridge and
Tunnel Authority and other menbers of
t he agency, as well as other
col |l eagues from the other project
sponsors for this effort. Nicolas
Choubah, Chief Engi neer for the New
York State Department of
Transportation, and Patrick Smth,
Seni or Policy Advisor from New York
City Departnment of Transportation.

We al so have with us today, Rick
Mar qui s, New York Division
Adm ni strator for the Federal Hi ghway
Adm ni stration, the | ead Feder al
agency for the project. He will be
j oi ned by Monica Pavlik, Project
Manager .

Key personnel from all four of

our agencies are also in attendance
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today, listening to what you have to
say; your coments will be recorded
I ndexed and responded to as part of
t he Environmental Assessment process.
Last year, we held ten
webi nar-styl e public sessions, nine
siml|ar sessions focused on
environmental justice communities, and
several nmeetings each of the
Environmental Justice Techni cal
Advi sory Group and Environnment al
Justice Stakehol der Working Group.
Since then, we have incorporated
comments heard during these sessions
into the technical analyses for the
Envi ronnent al Assessment, or EA.
| want to thank you all for your
earlier input; | believe you will see
firsthand how your coments affected
what we explored and how we addressed
concerns.
On August 10, 2022, we rel eased
the Environment Assessnent for public
revi ew. | f you have not yet had an

opportunity to read the entire
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1 Envi ronment al Assessnent, the

2 Executive Summary, which has been

3 translated into multiple | anguages, is
4 avai | abl e on our website.

5 The rest of the docunent is also
6 on the website, and you can find a

7 hard copy of the entire Environnent al
8 Assessment at numerous | ocations

9 t hroughout 28 counties in New York,

10 New Jersey, and Connecticut. A

11 conplete list of locations is also

12 avail abl e on the Project website.

13 In a few monents, we will begin
14 with a presentation that provides a

15 sunmmary review of the EA findings. It
16 Is a bit longer than one m ght expect,
17 but there is a | ot of inportant

18 i nformati on here and we want to ensure
19 t hat everyone has an opportunity to

20 hear about the areas in which they may
21 be interested.

22 After the presentation, we wll
23 listen to those of you who would |ike
24 to provide oral public coments. The
25 formal comment period on the EA
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10

conti nues through Septenber 9th. For
t hose who prefer not to speak but
still want to subm<t comments, we wil
provide informati on on other ways to
do that again, later in the session.

Now, |let's begin our
presentation.

[ Taped presentation begins -
Narrated by Dr. C. De Cerrefio.]

So what is the Central Business
District Tolling Progranm? |In 2019,
New York State enacted the MIA Reform
and Traffic Mobility Act, which
aut hori zed the Triborough Bridge and
Tunnel Authority or TBTA to design,
devel op and i nplement a vehicul ar
tolling programto reduce traffic
congestion in the Manhattan Centr al
Busi ness District.

As defined by the act, vehicles
entering or remaining in the Manhattan
Central Business District on or bel ow
60th Street, which is shown in the map
in orange, would be tolled. The FDR
Drive, West Side Hi ghway, Battery Park

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 29, 2022
11

Under pass and any surface roadway
portion of the Hugh L. Carey Tunnel
connecting to West Street. I n
essence, the dark red line along the
edges of the orange area on the map to
the right, would be excluded fromthe
toll.

After covering the
project-related capital and operating
expenses, revenue coll ected would fund
MITA's 2020 to 2024 capital program and
successor capital prograns.

By | aw, 80 percent of the net
revenues would be used for New York
City transit capital improvements, ten
percent would be used for Long Island
Rail| Road and ten percent for
I mprovenents for Metro-North Railroad.

Wth respect to how the
Manhattan CBD Tolling Program woul d
wor k, locations for infrastructure
woul d i nclude detection points placed
at entrances and exits to the
Manhattan CBD. On the avenues, these

detection points would generally be

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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bet ween 60th and 61st Streets and an
al gorithm woul d be used so those who
stay on excluded roadways are not
tol |l ed.

In essence, as someone i s com ng
down the roadway, the detection points
woul d detect their vehicle and
determ ne how long it should be before
they are seen at the next |ocation.
Assum ng they continue to be seen at
each location within the allotted
time, no toll would be charged.

I f, however, the vehicle is not
seen and then not seen again, at some
point the systemwi ||l determ ne that
t hey nmust have entered the Central
Busi ness District and a toll would be
char ged.

On the right, you can see an
exampl e of what the infrastructure and
the tolling system equi pment woul d
| ook |ike. It's predom nantly poles,
as you see on the right, and mast
arms, as you see on the left.

| mportantly, the tolling system

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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equi pment will be clustered and housed
in a single-unit enclosure as shown on
t he bottom

The encl osures are purposely
designed to mnim ze the anount of
equi pment on the poles and to refl ect
light in a way that makes them | ess
visible to someone wal king or driving.

Wth respect to how custoners
woul d pay, it would be very simlar to
what peopl e experience today. They
woul d be able to pay with E-ZPass or
Tolls by Mail, or an image is taken of
the license plate and a bill is mailed
to the regi stered owner of the
vehicle. And we will also have the
capability for future third-party
provi ders. I n essence, these are
conpani es that may use different types
of technology that can link into the
technol ogy that the system woul d have.

The benefits of the program
woul d i nclude reduced vehicul ar
traffic in and near the Manhattan

Central Business District, inproved

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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travel ti

mes within the Manhatt an

Central Business District, including

for buses and deliveries, and a new

sour ce of

fundi ng f

| ocal recurring capital

or subways, trains and buses

as well as improved regional air

quality.
So

why is an Environment al

Assessnment or EA needed for this

proj ect?

Well, sonme roadways in the

Manhatt an Central Business District

have recei ved federal funds, so

approval
t he Feder
Bef

deci si on,

for tolling is needed from
al Hi ghway Adm ni stration.
ore a federal agency makes a

t he Nati onal Environment al

Policy Act, or NEPA, requires the

f ederal agency to understand and

di scl ose the environmental effects of
t he action. In this case, the
tolling. An EA is performed to ensure

federal agencies consider the

envi ronment al inmpacts of their actions

in the decision-making process.

For

a proposed action that is

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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1 not likely to have significant effects
2 or when the significance of the effect
3 I's unknown, the EA aids in determ ning
4 the significance of the adverse
5 effects. Since the project could have
6 effects on environment justice
7 popul ati ons, Federal Hi ghway
8 Adm ni stration and the project
9 sponsors incorporate an enhanced
10 public outreach and coordi nation with
11 federal and state resource agenci es.
12 The project's purpose is to
13 reduce traffic congestion in the
14 Manhattan Central Business District in
15 a manner that woul d generate revenue
16 for future transportation i nprovenments
17 pursuant to acceptance into Federal
18 Hi ghway Adm ni stration's Value Pricing
19 Pil ot Program or VPPP.
20 The need is to reduce vehicle
21 congestion in the Manhattan Centr al
22 Busi ness District and create a new
23 | ocal recurring funding source for
24 MTA's capital projects. The purpose
25 and need are refined through four

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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obj ectives; to reduce daily vehicle
mles traveled, or VMI, within the
Manhattan Central Business District by
at |l east five percent, to reduce the
number of vehicles entering the
Manhattan Central Business District
daily by at |east ten percent, to
create a funding source for capital

I mprovenents and generate sufficient
annual net revenue to fund $15 billion
for capital projects for the MIA
capital program and to establish a
tolling program consistent with the
pur poses underlying the New York State
| egi sl ation entitled the MIA Reform
and Traffic Mobility Act.

You may be asking why do we need
to toll the Manhattan Central Business
District. Well, traffic congestion
has been a problemin the Manhattan
Central Business District for many
years and one of the nost chall enging
policy problems for generations.

Many efforts have been made and

yet, congestion in New York City

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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consi stently ranks among the worst in
the United States. |ndeed, congestion
costs 102 hours of lost time, equating
to al nbst $1, 600 per year per driver
in del ay.

Bet ween 2010 and 2019, travel
speeds fell 22 percent in Manhattan
Central Business District and | ocal
bus speeds have declined 28 percent
since 2010. The average speed of
Sel ect Bus Service, New York City's
bus rapid transit service routes in
t he Manhattan CBD is 19 percent sl ower
than in the outer boroughs.

Wth respect to MIA's subway,
rail and bus systems, they need to be
repai red and nodernized. Funding from
the project would support the 2020 to
2024 capital program and the successor
progranms that prioritize investing to
i mprove reliability, commtting to
environmental sustainability, building
an accessible transit system for all
New Yor kers easing congestion and

creating growth, and inmproving safety

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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and customer service through
t echnol ogy.

"1l now wal k you through the
findings of the Environment
Assessment. There were two project
alternatives that are evaluated in the
Envi ronment al Assessnment. The
no-action alternative in which there
is no programto toll vehicles in the
Manhattan Central Business District,
no conmprehensive plan to reduce
congestion, and no new annual
recurring funding for MIA capital
prograns.

And there is the central
busi ness tolling or action alternative
where we inmplenment a tolling program
consistent with the Mobility Act to
toll the vehicles entering or
remai ning in the Manhattan Central
Busi ness District. W install tolling
I nfrastructure and tolling system
equi pment and signage within and near
t he Manhattan Central Business

District, and generate funds for MIA's

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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capital investments to subways, buses
and commuter railroads.

The Environmental Assessnment
expl ores each of the topics in this
chart. The specific chapters that
address the analysis for each area are
I dentified here. As you can see, the
anal ysis shows that nost of the areas
have beneficial effects or no adverse
effects, but there are few areas with
potenti al adverse effects. The slides
a bit later in the presentation wil
address each of the areas and identify
any mtigation that is needed.

This slide has a | ot of
information and it is in the executive
summary and in chapter two of the
Envi ronment al Assessnment for further
revi ew. | am going to spend a few
moments reviewi ng and explaining it
here so everyone can understand its
| mportance.

As | said a noment ago, there
are two alternatives for this

Envi ronnent Assessment, the no-action

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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and the Central Business District
Tolling Alternative.

Wthin the Central Business
District Tolling Alternative, there
are a number of tolling scenarios that
vary in several ways. Model i ng t hese
di fferent scenarios helped us to
understand the full range of effects
of the Central Business District
Tolling Alternative since the decision
on the actual tolling scenario has not
yet been made.

For those of you who
participated in the early outreach,
you may notice that we now have seven
tolling scenarios when we originally
di scussed six. That is because we
added a tolling scenario, which | wil
get to shortly, as a result of
concerns raised during the early
publ i c outreach.

So et me wal k you through.

Al ong the top, are the tolling
scenarios. Tolling Scenario A we

referred to as the base plan. This is

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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the plan that is characterized in the
| egi slation. Tolling Scenario B has
t hat same base plan but starts to add
caps in the formof how many tinmes a
vehicle can be tolled and certain
exenmptions.

Tolling Scenario C adds what we
call low-crossing credits for vehicles
using tunnels to access the Central
Busi ness District with some caps and
exenptions. Those crossing credits,
when they are | ow are roughly $6.50.
When they are high, as you see in
tolling scenarios D, E and F, the
credits are roughly $13. And this was
used for nmodeling purposes.

In Db E and F, you see those
hi gh-crossing credits. |In D and E,
they are applied to the tunnels that
enter into the Central Business
District. And in F, vehicles using
all of the toll facilities that enter
Manhattan woul d be eligible for
crossing credits.

Movi ng down the left side, you

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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see the distinction on the itens that
are varying. First, the potenti al
crossing credits. Again, these are
credits that would be applied toward
the Central Business District toll,
for tolls paid at facilities prior to
entering the Central Business

Di strict.

As you move to the right, you
can see the nos and yeses which
determ ne whet her or not that
potential crossing credit applies to
the facilities that are identified.

Moving to the next group, are
potential exenptions and di scounts in
the form of caps on the nunber of
tolls per day. | mportantly, by
| egi sl ation and in the modeling, and
In the program passenger vehicles
woul d be charged only once per day.
But ot her vehicles could be charged
nore than that.

And as you read across to the
right, you will see under each of the

different tolling scenarios how these

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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different types of vehicles were
treated with respect to caps or
exenptions.

Finally, as you nove to the
bottom we have the approxi mate toll
rate for autos, small trucks and | arge
trucks that resulted fromthe
nmodel i ng.

The one tolling scenario |I'd
like to mention is tolling Scenario G,
all the way to the right. This
tolling scenario has a base plan with
the same tolls for all vehicle
classes. We'll talk about that a
little bit later in the presentation.
But inportantly, as you see on the
bottom the toll rate is set the sanme
for every type of vehicle.

So that was a | ot of
information. And so, I1'd like to
| eave you with sonme key takeaways.

First and foremost, tolling the
Manhattan Central Business District in
all scenarios, reduce traffic entering

t he Manhattan Central Business

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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District and results in a net benefit
i n congestion reduction for the
region.

Di scounts, crossing credits and
exenptions result in the need for
hi gher toll rates. Hi gher toll rates
|l ead to a greater degree of traffic
reduction in the Manhattan Central
Busi ness District, but also lead to
I ncreased traffic diversions,

I ncluding increases along the Cross
Bronx Expressway and the Staten I|sland
Expressway.

Crossing credits lead to nore
parity in the total cost anmong
di fferent routes that are taken by
vehi cl es entering the Manhattan
Central Business District, but those
same crossing credits change the
bal ance of effects on traffic.

It results in less effect
reducing traffic from Queens and nuch
| ess effect reducing traffic from New
Jersey. They result in greater

effects reducing traffic from north of

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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60th Street in Brooklyn and they
result in more traffic at the
Queens- M dt own tunnel, the Hugh L.
Carey Tunnel and the Long Island
Expressway.

Bef ore we nove on, | thought it
was hel pful to give at | east a sense
of where are the comuters actually
comng frominto the Manhattan Centra
Busi ness District.

On the left, you can see the
28-county region. Again, this is al
in the Environmental Assessnment for
further review. The colors on the map
denote the proportion of total
commuters to the Manhattan Central
Busi ness District from each county in
t he 28-county region.

The map al so shows how many
commute by transit, car or some other
transportation node to reach the
Manhattan Central Business District.
Not surprisingly, counties that are
further away tend to have fewer

commuters to the Manhattan Centr al
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Busi ness District.

For exanple, of all the
commuters to the Manhattan Central
Busi ness District, fewer than one
percent come from counties |ike New
Haven and Duchess. About one to three
percent come from counties |ike
Rockl and, Morris and Ri chnond. And
roughly four to five percent come from
Bergen, Hudson and Westchester
counti es.

Cl oser in, about six to ten
percent come from Nassau County and
the Bronx. While the remainder of the
New York City boroughs contribute 11
to 22 percent of the commuters to the
Manhattan Central Business District.

On the right in the figure, you
can see that of all the people
commuting to work in the Manhattan
Central Business District, the vast
maj ority, 85 percent, conmmute by
transit. Of the 11 percent who
commute by car, approxi mately ei ght

percent of them are from counties in
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New Yor k, roughly three percent in New
Jersey and | ess than one percent from
Connecti cut.

Now we' || go through the effects
of each of the topic areas. On the
top right of each slide, you'll see
that we've identified whether effects
are beneficial, not adverse or
adverse. In this case, this is the
regi onal effects of transportation.
Broadly speaking, all tolling
scenari os reduce the nunmber of vehicle
entries into the Manhattan Central
Busi ness District and reduce vehicle
mles traveled in the Manhattan
Central Business District.

The table on the bottom | eft
provi des the degree to which the
traffic is reduced. In this case,
there is a reduction of vehicles
entering the Manhattan CBD of nearly
20 percent to roughly 15 percent,
dependi ng upon which tolling scenario
one is |ooking at.

On the right-hand side, you see
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the increase or decrease in daily
vehicle mles traveled for each of the
areas throughout the 28 counties. And
as you can see, broadly speaking,
regionally again, there's largely a
benefit.

In the Manhattan Central
Busi ness District, VMI decreases
anywhere froma little over nine
percent to about seven percent.
Throughout New York City, the
reduction is roughly 1.5 percent to
about 0.7 percent and so on down the
group.

Wth respect to highways, we
have beneficial effects and we do have
some adverse effects in a few
| ocati ons where mtigation will be
requi red. Sonme | ocations experience a
decrease in congestion, which is a
beneficial effect. There were three
hi ghway segments, though, that would
experience adverse effects in the form
of increased delays at certain tines.

As you can see here, it's the
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West bound Long I sland Expressway near
t he Queens-M dtown tunnel in the

m d- day, approaches to the Westbound
George Washi ngton Bridge on |-95 also
in the m d-day, and in the evening,

t he Sout hbound and Nort hbound FDR
Drive between East 10th Street and

Br ookl yn Bri dge.

For mtigation, the project
sponsors inmplement a nmonitoring plan
prior to the project beginning that
identifies thresholds for adverse
effects. |f the thresholds are
reached, as a result of the project,
the project sponsors will institute
Transportati on Demand Management
measures such as ranmp metering,
not ori st information or signage, at
I dentified highway | ocations with
adverse effects.

I n addition,
post-i nmpl ementation, the project
sponsors will monitor effects. And if
needed, Tri borough Bridge and Tunnel

Aut hority, TBTA, will modify the tol
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rates, crossing credits, exenptions
and/ or discounts to reduce those
adverse effects.

Note the call-out in the upper
right and recall what | nmentioned
regarding tolling Scenario G earlier.
During our early outreach in
conversations with environment al
justice communities we shared
I nformation regardi ng changes in
traffic patterns. Here on the left,
you can see one of the maps that was
used for analysis related to traffic
and air quality effects. These are
areas with environmental justice
communities. Under this tolling
scenari o, some of these communities
woul d experience reduced vehicle mles
travel ed. Others would see sone
I ncreases as traffic diverts to avoid
the toll. As noted earlier, as the
toll goes up, these diversions
I ncrease.

Partici pants raised concerns

about the increased traffic along the
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Cross Bronx Expressway and asked what
that meant in terms of truck traffic,
as trucks are associated with
particul ate matter and associ at ed
health effects. The teamreviewed the
Initial six scenarios at a specific

| ocati on, Macombs Road and found the
daily increases in truck traffic in
the table to the right. During the
same outreach period, the trucking
associ ations also raised their
concerns that people can nove to
transit to avoid the toll. But trucks
cannot do this.

Further, the tolled bridges
roadways and tunnels typically charge
hi gher tolls for trucks given the wear
and tear on the roadway. The purpose
of this project is to reduce
congestion.

The project team | ooked cl oser
at why trucks were diverting in the
model i ng. We found that the extent of
the diversion was linked to the truck

toll and price differential in the
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initial six tolling scenari os where
trucks are tolled at a higher price.
To test this, we created tolling
Scenario G, which prices all vehicle
types the sane.

The results, as you can see,
reduced the diversions along with the
relative incremental number of trucks
on the Cross Bronx Expressway. G ven
the concerns raised, the project team
decided to include this tolling
scenario formerly in the Environment al
Assessnent .

Wth respect to | ocal
i ntersections, again, there were
beneficial effects and adverse effects
where mtigation is required.
Specifically, most intersections would
experience decreases in delay.

Tolling Scenarios D, E and F, the

hi gh-credit scenarios, have four out
of a 102 intersections that
experienced adverse effects in the
nodeling in the form of increased

delay at certain times. And you can
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1 see them here on the right.

2 Project sponsors will monitor

3 t hose intersections where adverse

4 effects are identified and i npl ement

5 appropriate signal tim ng adjustments
6 to mtigate the effect for New York

7 City Departnment of Transportation's

8 normal practice.

9 In ternms of transit, we found

10 beneficial effects and some adverse

11 effects where mtigation is required.
12 Wth respect to beneficial effects,

13 reduced roadway congestion would

14 result in reliable faster bus trips.
15 There is an increase in transit

16 ri dership of one to two percent

17 system wi de for travel to and fromthe
18 Manhattan Central Business District,
19 but no adverse effects fromincreased
20 ridership on any lines or transit

21 stations.

22 We do see that in some scenari os
23 I ncreased ridership could adversely

24 affect passenger flows at specific

25 stairs or escalators, what we refer to
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as stationed el enents.

Wth respect to mtigation, in
tolling Scenarios E and F, TBTA wi |
coordinate with New Jersey Transit and
the Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey to inmplenment a nonitoring plan
with specific thresholds for
pedestrian volumes on a specific
Station Stair in Hoboken Term nal.

If the thresholds are reached,
TBTA will coordinate with these
agencies to inplenment signage and
wayfi ndi ng. In all the tolling
scenarios, TBTA will coordinate with
MITA's New York City Transit to
I mpl ement nonitoring plans with
specific thresholds at the | ocations
bul l eted here.

At 42nd Street and Times Square,
there's a specific stair affected.

And if the threshold is reached, the
center handrail will be renmoved and
the riser will be adjusted. At Union
Squar e Subway Station and Fl ushing and

Main Street Station, there are two
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escal ators, one in each, that could be
affected. |If the thresholds are
reached, we would increase escal ator
speeds. And at Court Square, there's
a stair affected. |If the threshold is
reached, we would construct a new
stair to increase capacity.

Wth respect to pedestrians and
bi cycles, the EA found that increases
I n passengers at transit hubs would
have no adverse effects. There would
be some increases in bicycle trips
overall and near the transit hubs, but
again, no adverse effects.

Out si de the Manhattan Centr al
Busi ness District, increased transit
usage at individual stations would not
adversely affect pedestrian conditions
on near by sidewal ks, crosswal ks or
corners. But within the Manhattan
Central Business District, there are
two crosswal ks and one sidewal k that
woul d be adversely affected.

You can see here, on the right

with the red Iines that they occur on
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8th Avenue near West 32nd Street and
7th Avenue and on West 34th Street and
Avenue of the Anericas. For

m tigation, the project sponsors wil

I mpl ement a monitoring plan with
threshold for action. If the
threshold is reached, pedestrian space
woul d be increased and obstructions
will be removed or relocated.

Wth respect to parking and to
social conditions, specifically
popul ati on characteristics and
nei ghbor hood character, we found
ei ther beneficial effects or no
adverse effects.

Wth respect to soci al
conditions, inprovement in travel time
and safety, reduced vehicle operating
costs, and reduced em ssions woul d
occur fromthe project. There would
be no adverse effects on nei ghborhood
character or access, travel to
empl oyment within the Manhattan
Central Business District or reverse

commuting, traffic patterns on | ocal
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streets or community facilities and
services.

Wth respect to parking, the
study found a reduction in parking
demand wi thin the Manhattan Centr al
Busi ness District and increased
par ki ng demand at subway and conmut er
rail stations and park-and-ride
facilities outside of the Manhattan's
Central Business District. But the
I ncrease at any individual |ocation
woul d not be |l arge enough to result i
an adverse effect fromthe project.

Econom ¢ conditions found
i ncreased productivity as well as
safety inprovenments. There were no
adverse effects to any particular
i ndustry or occupational category in
t he Manhattan Central Business
Di strict.

Dependi ng on the tolling
scenario, the toll could reduce taxi
and for-hire vehicle revenues in the
Manhattan Central Business District.

While the industry would remain

n
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econom cally viable overall
i ndi vi dual drivers could be adversely
af fected, and this is dealt with a
little bit later in the presentation.

In terms of energy and noise,
again, there are beneficial effects
and no adverse effects. Wth respect
to energy, the region would benefit
from reductions in regional energy
consumption as a result of reductions
in the vehicle mles travel ed.

In terms of noise, 102
I ntersecti ons were assessed and al
the crossings into the Manhattan
Central Business District. The study
found i nmperceptible increases or
decreases in noise |levels resulting
from changes in traffic vol umes.

Wth respect to air quality, the
Envi ronnment al Assessment found that
regionally, air pollutants would be
reduced including precursors to
greenhouse gases. There would be no
| ocal exceedances of air quality

st andar ds.
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Recogni zing that air quality is
of great concern to many constituents,
we have several enhancenments though
there were no | ocal exceedances of
t hose standards. New York City
Department of Transportation will
coordi nate to expand the New York City
community air survey network of air
gquality monitors. This will be
suppl enmented by a small number of
real -time nonitors for particul ate
matter.

Al so, based on feedback during
outreach for the project, MIA wil
prioritize Kingsbridge and Gun Hil
Bus Depots, both |ocated in and
serving primarily environment al
justice communities in Upper Manhattan
and the Bronx, when electric buses are
received in MIA's next major
procurenment of battery electric buses.

In terms of environmental
justice, the study did find adverse
effects where mtigation is required.

The map to the right shows the
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communities that are environnment al
justice communities throughout the
region. They are w despread and as
shown earlier in some cases, certain
EJ communities will benefit directly
fromthis project.

However, the project would have
the potential for disproportionately
hi gh and adverse effects on | ow-income
drivers who do not have an alternative
transportation node for reaching the
Manhattan Central Business District
and on taxi and for-hire vehicle
drivers in New York City, many of whom
identify as part of an environment al
justice popul ati on.

This adverse effect occurs
specifically in tolling scenarios that
toll their vehicles nore than once per
day. We have a number of mtigation
for low-income drivers which you can
see here on the left.

There will be a tax credit for
Central Business District tolls paid

by residents of the Manhattan Centr al
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Busi ness District whose New York

adj usted gross income for the taxable
year is less than $60, 000. TBTA wi |
coordinate with New York State

Depart ment of Taxation and Finance to
ensure availability of documentation
needed for drivers eligible for the
credit.

TBTA will al so post information
related to the tax credit on the
project website with links to the New
York State Department of Taxation and
Fi nance website to guide eligible
drivers to information on claimng the
credit.

TBTA will also elimnate the $10
refundabl e deposit required for
E- ZPass custonmers with no credit card
| i nked to their account. They wil|
I ncrease pronotion of existing E-ZPass
payment and plan options and will work
with MIA to increase outreach and
education on eligibility for existing
di scounted transit fare products and

programns.
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The project sponsors wil
establish an environnmental justice
community group that will neet on a
bi annual basis with the first meeting
six months after project
I mpl ementation to share updated data
and anal ysis and hear about potenti al
concerns.

For effects on taxi and FHV
drivers, the project sponsors wil
work with appropriate city and state
agencies so that when passengers are
present in the vehicles, the
passengers will pay the toll rather
than the driver.

Again, these mtigations would
be for New York City taxi and FHV
drivers if a tolling scenario is
I mpl emented with tolls of nore than
once per day for their vehicles.

TBTA will work with MIA New York
City Transit to institute an
empl oyment resource coordination
programto connect drivers

experiencing job insecurity with a
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direct pathway to |licensing, training
and job placenment with MIA or its
affiliated vendors at no cost to the
drivers.

For those who may not want a
commercial driver's |license, TBTA wil |
coordinate with MIA New York City
Transit to submt a request to the
Federal Transit Adm nistration for a
pil ot programthat will help increase
eligibility of taxi and FHV drivers to
use their vehicles to provide
paratransit trips and MIA's New York
City Transit will inmplement this
program if approved.

Wth respect to construction
effects, no adverse effects were
found. Construction would consist of
repl acement of existing poles or
Installation of new poles and mast
arnms excavation and construction of
f oundati ons, placenment of new support
pol es or structures attachment of
tolling system equi pment, and

restoration of the roadway, sidewalk
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or ground surface.

The construction would occur on
streets and sidewal ks and take
approximately one to two weeks per
| ocation. During this time, there
woul d be tenmporary disruptions to
traffic and pedestri an patterns and
temporary noise disruptions at nearby
| and uses such as residences and
busi nesses. The project sponsors
woul d require the contractor to
devel op and comply with plans and
procedures to mnim ze construction
effects.

Wth respect to visual
resources, there were also no adverse
effects. I nfrastructure is simlar in
formto street |ight poles, sign poles
or simlar structures already in use
t hroughout New York City. Signage is
simlar in size and character to signs
al ready present and the col or woul d
mat ch existing |ight pole col ors.

On the bottomright, there's a

rendering of tolling system equi pment
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t hat woul d be placed on existing
infrastructure. Again, as noted
earlier, the tolling equipnment is
clustered into those single enclosures
to reduce visual inpact and canmeras
woul d use infrared illum nation at
ni ght so there would be no visible
| i ght needed. The project would have
a neutral effect on viewer groups and
no adverse effect on visual resources.

Wth respect to Section 4(f), a
de mnims inpact is one that after
taking into account any measures to
mnimze harm results in either a
Section 106 finding of no adverse
effect or no historic properties
affected on a historic property, or a
determ nation that the project would
not adversely affect the activities,
features or attributes qualifying a
park, recreation area or refuge for
protection under Section 4(f).

Central Park and the High Line
have the potential for a de mnims

use. Federal Hi ghway Adm nistration
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Is soliciting input fromthe public on
the effects of installing equipment
and signs within and on these
properties. Signage and for

repl acement poles with tolling
technol ogy would be installed in
Central Park.

Tolling technol ogy equi pment
woul d be added to the underneath of
the existing structure of the High
Li ne. You can see some of the
renderings at the bottom here.

Wth respect to the findings,
the Central Business District Tolling
Al ternative does not result in adverse
effects pursuant to Section 106 of the
Nati onal Historic Preservation Act.
And it does not adversely affect the
activities, features or attributes
that qualify the resource for
protection under Section 4(f).

Federal Hi ghway Adm nistration
has concurrence on a proposed finding
fromofficials with jurisdiction over

Central Park and the High Line and
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1 wi Il consider public input on its
2 proposed finding received during this
3 public review of the Environnmental
4 Assessnents.
5 There were two final additional
6 enhancements | would |ike to mention,
7 and again, they were in response to
8 outreach during the early outreach
9 peri od.
10 First, the project sponsors are
11 commtted to ongoing data collection
12 and reporting on the potential effects
13 of the project. Data will be
14 coll ected in advance and after
15 I mpl ementati on and a formal report
16 will be issued one year after
17 I mpl ement ati on and then every two
18 years thereafter.
19 The reporting website will make
20 data, analysis and visualizations
21 avail able in open data format to the
22 greatest extent possible with updates
23 provi ded on at |east a biannual basis
24 as data becomes avail able and anal ysi s
25 I's compl et ed.
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Agai n, through our conversations
and public outreach and particularly
with environmental justice
communities, we are also commtted to
prioritizing equity and bus service
| mprovenents. New York City's buses
serve a greater share of |ow-incone
m nority househol ds and ot her nmodes
i ncl udi ng subways.

MTA devel oped a new approach
t hat combi nes consi derations of equity
and air quality to identify equity
priority areas, which are then used to
target inprovements and investnments to
pronote equity and access to
opportunities in transit-dependent,
hi storically marginalized and
under served areas.

| nformati on on our early public
outreach is here on the left. During
t hat period, we held ten virtua
public outreach meetings as well as
ni ne environmental justice outreach
meeti ngs.

We had three meetings of the
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Environmental Justice Techni cal

Advi sory Group and two nmeetings of the
Environmental Justice Stakehol der
Wor ki ng Group. During the 19 public
outreach and EJ outreach meetings, we
had over a thousand participants

regi stered and nearly 400 speakers.

Al'l of the sessions were left on
our project website and people could
access them through YouTube. To date,
we' ve had over 14,000 views and we
recei ved over 7,300 coments. Cur
current public outreach sessions wl
i nclude six public hearings starting
on Thursday, August 25th and running
t hrough Wednesday, August 31st.

We will also have anot her
meeting of the Environmental Justice
St akehol der Wbr ki ng Group and anot her
meeting of the Environmental Justice
Techni cal Advisory Group.

Wth respect to schedule, this
shows where we currently are. W did
our early public outreach in 2021. In

early 2022, we prepared the
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Envi ronment al Assessment, we've
noti fi ed agenci es and organi zati ons
and i ndividuals of the Environmental
Assessnment's availability and we're
now in the mdst, in orange here, of
public review and comment on the
Envi ronment al Assessnment.

After the formal comment peri od
cl oses, there will be a determ nation
whet her the action, in this case, the
tolling, will result in significant
effects.

Utimtely, we're expecting that
in early 2023, Federal Hi ghway
Adm ni stration will issue a decision
document. |f adverse effects are not
significant or can be mtigated bel ow
significant |evels, FHWA would issue a
FONSI, a Finding of No Significant
| npact . |f there are significant
effects that cannot be mtigated, then
an Environmental |npact Statement or
EI'S woul d be required.

As noted, our public comment

period is open until Septenber 9,
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1 2022. If you would like to submt
2 written coments, you may do so in the
3 foll owi ng ways: Through our project
4 website, by email, mail, phone or fax,
5 or to the Federal Hi ghway
6 Adm ni stration by email or mail.
7 All of this information is also
8 avail abl e on our website and the
9 i nformati on on the project website
10 email, mail, phone and fax for MTA
11 bridges and tunnels is also in the
12 Envi ronment al Assessment. In
13 addi tion, formal oral comments can be
14 made at the public hearings as many of
15 you are doing today. They will be
16 recorded by the stenographer.
17 Thank you again for attending
18 this public hearing to | earn nore
19 about the Environmental Assessment for
20 the Central Business District tolling
21 program And now, we | ook forward to
22 hearing from you.
23 [ Taped presentation ends. ]
24 MR. OLI VA: Good afternoon. M
25 name is Lou Oiva. | amthe second
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hearing officer for today's hearing.

We encourage anyone joining via
Zoom or livestreamto take a short
survey using the QR code or |ink
currently being displayed. The link
can also be found in the chat section
of the Zoom

We are gathering public conment
t oday on the Environmental Assessnent
for the Central Business District
Tolling Program Coments will be
recorded, indexed and responded to as
part of the Environmental Assessnent
process.

There are 238 speakers signed up
to speak today. Each speaker is
limted to three mnutes. At the
t wo- and- a-hal f-m nute mark, the cl ock
will turn red and you will hear it
beep notifying you that you have 30
seconds remai ning. We ask that
speakers keep their remarks to the
three-m nute time frame out of respect
for all other speakers.

We will be calling speakers in
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the order that they signed up, but
anyone who wi shes to speak will have
an opportunity. Due to the vol ume of
speakers, there may be extended wait
times to speak. Comments subm tted by
mai |, phone, e-mail, online form or
verbally at a hearing will be

consi dered equally and carry the sanme
wei ght .

If you have joined the Zoom
under a name that is different from
the one you used when you signed up to
speak or if you did not sign up to
speak but would |ike to speak, please
i dentify yourself in the Q&A functi on.
You may al so request to speak
anonymously. If this is your
preference, please indicate this in
the Q&A function and we will provide
you with further instructions.

Pl ease note that comments on the
Central Business District Tolling
Program are not being received via the
Q&A function. And conmments submtted

in that fashion will not be part of
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t he hearing record.

When you are called on to speak,
there will be a brief transition on
your screen before you will be able to
unmut e and enabl e your camera. Pl ease
make sure that once your scene
updat es, your camera and your
m crophone are enabl ed before
begi nni ng your remarks. |If you do not
wi sh to use your canmera, you do not
have to do so.

You will not be able to unmute
or enable your camera until it's your
turn to speak. Please remain patient
until then. In the event you m ss
your name being called, we will cal
you again after all other speakers in
att endance have been called a first
time.

As a rem nder, this hearing is
being |livestreamed and recorded and
wi ||l be avail able publicly on our
YouTube channel and on our project
website at mta.info/ CBDTP.

St enographers are present and
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will create a written record of this
hearing. By attending this virtual
hearing, you consent to be recorded.

MS. FLAX: We will now begin the
public coment portion of today's
heari ng.

Our first speaker is Senator
Elijah Reichlin-Melnick, followed by
Assenbl ymember Robert Carroll.

SENATOR ELI JAH REI CHLI N- MELNI CK:
Good afternoon. Can you hear nme?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

SENATOR ELI JAH REI CHLI N- MELNI CK:
Thank you so much.

| joined today to say that
Rockl and County, which | represent in
Al bany, nust be exenpt from congestion
pricing. How could proponents of this
pl an possibly justify forcing Rockl and
residents to pay the same congestion
pricing tax as people who |live east of
t he Hudson where there are vastly
better public transit options into
Manhat t an.

West chester County has 43 train
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stations, Rockland has five. Until
Rockl and has a vastly inmproved transit
access to Manhattan congestion pricing
will be an unfair tax to subsidize a
transit system that does not equitably
serve our comunity.

Charging our drivers thousands
nore a year just to get to their jobs
in the city without quick and easy
transit alternatives would be worse
t han usel ess for reducing congestion
from our part of the Metro-North
region.

Year after year, Rockland is
forced to subsidize transit for the
rest of our region as we contribute
tens of mllions of dollars annually
nore than the MIA ever invests into
our county. There has to be a better
nore direct transportation option for
Rockl and residents to get into New
York City.

The train over the Tappan Zee
Bri dge would be the best option

foll owed by restored passenger service
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on the West shore line. A freight

| ine that served Rockland comuters
for decades before service was ended
in the | ate '50s. Upgr adi ng t he
right-of-way to restore comuter train
service and building new stations
woul d be an appropriate use of the
taxes that we pay that we have handed
over to the MTA for decades.

The benefits for comuters and
much of Rockl and woul d be i mmense,
with possible new stations in Tappan,
and Orangeburg, Blauvelt, West Nyack,
Val |l ey Cottage, Congers, and
Haverstraw, providing a wealth of new
transit options for everyone living in
Eastern Rockl and.

The compl ete disregard for the
needs of people who Iive west of the
Hudson is evident in every step of
this plan. Those who will pay the
bi ggest burden won't even get a seat
at the table. The Traffic Mobility
Revi ew Board has representation from

Long Island, from Westchester, from
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New York City, and when that board
considers the recommendations fromthe
MTA for the inmplenmentation of
congestion pricing, there will be no
voice at the table for west of the
Hudson.

Assembl yman Ken Zebrowski and |
are preparing legislation to anmend the
congestion pricing |law that was passed
In 2019. OQur bill would exenpt
Rockl and and Orange Counties from
congestion pricing. Assenblyman
Zebrowski voted agai nst the congestion
pricing plan when it was first
i ntroduced, as would I if | had been
in office then.

A legislative solution is not
i deal , though. It would be nuch nore
expedient for the Traffic Mobility
Revi ew Board, and ultimately the MTIA,
to agree to exenpt Rockland and Orange
Counties from congestion pricing
unl ess and until we have a one-seat
ride to Manhatt an.

As an environnentalist and as a
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former regional planner, | strongly
support investment in public transit.
But we cannot put the cart before the
horse and try to get people out of
their cars when there sinmply are not
good alternative options for Rockl and
residents to get to New York City.

| strongly urge you to exenpt
Rockl and County drivers from
congestion pricing until we have the
transit that our region and our county
deserves.

MS. FLAX: Pl ease concl ude your
remar ks.

SENATOR ELI JAH REI CHLI N- MELNI CK:
Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Our next speaker is
Assenbl ymember Robert Carroll,
foll owed by Assenmbl yman M chael
Tannousi s.

ASSEMBLYMEMBER ROBERT CARROLL:
Good afternoon. Thank you so nuch for
having me and giving me this
opportunity to speak.

Done correctly, congestion
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pricing will benefit our econony,
reduce pollution, help fund

| mprovenments to public transportation,
and on the balance, make the city nore
i veabl e.

In 2019, | was a vocal supporter
of congestion pricing. And with the
decrease in subway ridership and the
i ncrease in use of private cars and
for-hire vehicles stemm ng fromthe
pandem c, it has only made the need
for congestion pricing nmore urgent.

" m encouraged by the
projections in the MIA's Environnment al
Assessment that congestion pricing can

reduce traffic in Manhattan by al nost

20 percent. As stipulated in the |aw,
congestion pricing will also raise at
| east one billion dollars in revenue

annually for the MIA, which could be
bonded out to 15 billion dollars.
Subway and bus inprovenments are
desperately needed, and this will help
re-attract riders back into the

system
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| believe the inplementation of
congestion pricing should follow three
gui del i nes: Fai rness, effectiveness,
and adaptability. Exempti ons shoul d
be limted. The fewer exenptions, the
| ess everyone will have to pay to neet
the one billion-dollar revenue
mandate. Consi deration should be
given to the fact that yell ow cabs
have already paid mllions to the city
for medal lions and their nunbers are
capped. And therefore, they should
possi bly receive sone sort of
exenmption in the congestion pricing
phase.

However, we should al so be
careful to avoid or mtigate
uni nt ended consequences, such as nore
truck traffic in the Bronx and Staten
I sland. This could be acconmplished by
charging travel time fees for all
trucks within New York City, and
further by charging the Port Authority
with investigating the ability to

expand contai ner shipping within
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Br ookl yn and Queens.

Ef fecti veness: Charges that
don't change people's behavior and are
not calibrated to actual road use
shoul d be di scouraged. Fees should be
set at levels that actually acconplish
t he goals of reducing congestion and
pollution within the zone. This is
why | prefer time congestion charges
for taxis and for-hire vehicles.

Further, for-hire vehicles |ike
Uber and Lyft should pay to enter the
congestion zone whether they have a
passenger or not. This is a real
need for trans -- there are real needs
for transportation options outside of
Manhattan and we shoul d disincentivize
for-hire vehicles who are comng into
Manhattan w t hout a fare.

lt's incumbent on the MTA to
very carefully publicize the benefits
of congestion pricing in terms of |ess
traffic, better air quality, and
I mprovenments to transportation.

Finally, adaptability. Even the
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1 best modeling is imperfect. So there

2 will need to be continuous monitoring

3 and eval uation by the MIA of how the

4 programis working. The MIA will need

5 to be conpletely transparent about

6 what is --

7 MS. FLAX: Please conplete your

8 remar ks.

9 ASSEMBLYMEMBER ROBERT CARROLL:
10 -- working well and what is not, and
11 act in a timely manner to make
12 adj ust ment s.

13 Thank you so nmuch for this time.
14 MR. OLI VA: Thank you.

15 Our next speaker is Assenbl yman
16 M chael Tannousis, followed by

17 Tiffany- Ann Tayl or.

18 ASSEMBLYMAN M CHAEL TANNOUSI S:
19 Can you hear me?

20 MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

21 ASSEMBLYMAN M CHAEL TANNOUSI S:
22 Thank you.

23 Thank you for this time today to
24 testify before you, but |I'm not going
25 to mnce words today. This programis

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 29, 2022
64

a nightmare for nmy constituents in
Staten Island and Brooklyn. Not only
will this program make it far nore
expensive for Staten |sl|landers and
Brooklyn-ites to commute to work in
Manhattan on a daily basis, but it
will lead to an increase in traffic
here at hone.

This programis nothing nore
than a financial assault on the
resi dents of the outer boroughs. | t
is also a slap in the face to ny
fellow Staten Islanders who do not
have adequate public transit options.
Mostly all of my fellow Staten
| sl anders need to drive a car to both
get around the island and to commute
back and forth to whether they work in
Manhattan or other parts in the city.

Il live in a community that is
al ready heavily taxed through the toll
program As you all know, residents
on Staten Island are required to pay a
toll in order to drive off the island.

This programw ||l |ead to double
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tolling.

London is continuously being
utilized as an exanple to the
effectiveness of this program Yet,
anyone who | ooked at the London
congestion pricing programclosely
will see that it has failed m serably.
It did not decrease the anount of
traffic on London streets, but rather,
It moved it to other parts of that
city.

This programis all about
revenue. And with all due respect to
the MIA, this is the same agency t hat
i's continuously funded by our state
tax dollars and has received billions
of dollars in bailout noney fromthe
federal government. Yet, enough is
never enough.

Both the MIA and our state
continue to tax our worKking-class
famlies into oblivion. There is
al ready a mass exodus of New Yorkers
nmovi ng out of our city and state on a

daily basis in record numbers. They
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are noving to other nore affordable
states where they will be taxed | ess
and have a better quality of life.

And as the state continues to
I mpl ement revenue progranms, such as
this one, it will continue to lead to
more of our fellow New Yorkers to
continue to flee our state. Soon
there will be very few people left to
foot the bill, and the blanme here
starts at the top.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Tiffany-Ann
Tayl or, followed by Zoe Bal dwi n.

TlI FFANY- ANN TAYLOR: Hel | o. Wy
name is Tiffany-Ann Taylor, and |I'm
Brookl yn resident and the vice
president for Transportation at the
Regi onal Plan Association, a nearly
100-year-old civic organization
wor ki ng toward better nobility,
econom ¢ opportunity, affordable
housi ng and a nore resilient New York

City metropolitan region.
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Our organi zation has been
advocating in support of congestion
pricing for many years and has
| ong-held the belief that Iimting
exenptions will help to neet the goals
of the program by reducing the nunber
of vehicles entering the CBD and
raising critical revenue for the
agency's capital plan.

The MTA should limt exenmption
categories to create a nore equitable
pricing scenario for those who do need
to travel to the Manhattan CBD by car.
The current | egislation exenmpts
several classes of users.
Unfortunately, even these mandat ed
exenptions are open to abuse and must
be rigorously enforced with
substantial penalties for violators.

Additionally, we hope the MIA
will identify the scenarios that Iimt
addi tional surcharges for taxis and
FHVs. Since 2019, custonmers using
taxi s and FHVs have been paying a fee

for trips south of 96th Street in
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Manhat t an.

In our report released the sane
year, we recommended that the MIA
study a small additional fee for trips
within the current tolling program
South of 60th Street. We still
believe that this may acconmplish
traffic reduction and revenue

generation without as many uni ntended

consequences.
Congestion pricing will reduce
congestion, inprove regional air

quality, and support critical capital
I nvestments in our public
transportation infrastructure.

We urge the federal governnent
to approve the Environnmental
Assessment so New York can nove
forward with i nmplementing this vital
program

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Zoe Bal dwi n,
foll owed by Kate Sl evin.

ZOE BALDW N: Hel | o. My nanme is
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Zoe Bal dwi n. " mthe New Jersey
director for the Regional PIan
Associ ati on.

For decades, RP has supported
congestion pricing because we see it
as the centerpiece of the set of
policies that will |lead to a greener
nore equitable region. However, many
in New Jersey have expressed valid
concerns about how this will inmpact
drivers in communities on this side of
t he Hudson.

And as a life-long New Jersey
resident, | fully understand those
concerns and |I'm here today to
reiterate the congestion pricing
benefits New Jersey a great deal.
Whi |l e New Jersey have al ways paid
tolls to enter Manhattan, many from
New Yor k and Connecticut have avoi ded
this by crossing at free city-owned
bridges such as the Brooklyn Bridge.
But with toll credits in place at all
three New Jersey crossings, this new

policy will truly level the playing
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field.

Addi tionally, four out of five
New Jerseyans already use transit to
cross the Hudson River and congestion
pricing will reduce traffic for that
smal | percentage that do need to drive
into the Central Business District.
Congestion pricing will also inprove
the city's public transit system
which is used by the vast majority of
New Jersey commuters once they cross
the river, further facilitating a
smooth trip for everyone traveling
from our state regardl ess of whether
they ride or drive.

We do, however, strongly support
the provision of toll credits for
drivers at all three Hudson River
crossings, including the George
Washi ngt on Bridge, which wil
elimnate unwanted traffic shifts
caused by drivers shopping for the
cheapest tolls.

The bottomline is that the ES

shows that congestion pricing is a big
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win for the region. But again, we
strongly urge MIA to choose a scenario
that includes credits for all New
Jersey crossings.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Kate Sl evin,
foll owed by Ross Carstens.

KATE SLEVIN: Hello. Can you
hear me?

MS. FLAX: Yes.

KATE SLEVIN: My name is Kate
Slevin and |I'm executive vice
president for Regional Plan
Associ ation. W work beyond the five
boroughs in New York City into
nort hern New Jersey, Connecticut, and
Long Island and the Hudson Vall ey.

| have supported congestion
pricing for over 20 years. ' ve
supported it as a transit rider, as a
driver, while at jobs both inside
government and outside, and while
living in New Jersey and in New York

City.
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The Environmental Assessnment
proves congestion pricing will achieve
Its stated goals of traffic reduction
and increased transit investment. And
RPA supports approval of the finding
of no significant inpact.

Congestion pricing will bring
| ower traffic congestion and this will
support our regional econony. It's
absolutely vital that we address
traffic congestion it if we're going
to grow and prosper.

It will bring 15 billion dollars
for public transit investnment, and
this includes investments in hundreds
of vital projects, such as signal
upgrades on subways, accessibility
I mprovenents at stations, electric bus
purchases, new train cars, transit
expansion -- and many, many nore.

Congestion pricing will make the
transportation system nore equitabl e,
the majority of households in New York
City do not own cars and rely on

transit. And on average across the
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regi on, households with cars have an
i ncome that is about double as those
wi t hout .

Congestion pricing will bring
benefit to the entire region,

I ncludi ng New Jersey, Long Island and
Hudson Valley. The mass majority of
Hudson- bound commuters use public
transit to get around New York City
and will benefit with transit

| mprovenments congestion pricing wil
bring.

For those who drive, congestion
pricing will speed trips. Congestion
pricing will inprove regional air
quality and set us on a path to
address the chall enges of climte
change ahead.

There's still many specifics to
wor k out, such as toll credits, and
how to best reduce so-called toll
shoppi ng, taxi and for-hire vehicle
policy, and mtigating |localized air
guality and traffic inmpacts.

We urge the governor, the MIA,

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 29, 2022
74

and the city |eaders to develop a
conprehensi ve approach to address sonme
of the specific highway inpacts,
especially on the Cross Bronx, in a
way that prioritizes the health of

vul nerabl e communities. But we feel
that these issues can be addressed and
we urge the approval of the

Envi ronnment al Assessnent.

Thank you very nuch.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

The next speaker is Ross
Carstens, followed by our tenth
speaker on the list, Alex Jaffe.

Our next speaker is Alex Jaffe,
foll owed by Allison Stone.

Al ex, you may unnmute yourself
and begin your remarks.

ALEX JAFFE: Hel | o, can you hear
me ?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

ALEX JAFFE: Al'l right. Hi .

l*"'m Alex Jaffe, resident of
Manhattan's Upper East Side. |'m here

to talk today in support of
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I mpl ementing the Central Business
District Tolling Program for Manhattan
residents. From the perspective of
the I ong-term good of the city, this
shoul d be an easy choice for our
city's ongoi ng health.

Congestion pricing will easily
rai se revenue for New York, make our
city more wal kabl e, and contro
pol l ution as people turn away from
unnecessary car travel. | understand
t hat not everyone will be excited
about this in the short-term but we
just can't continue to operate in this
i ncreasi ngly congested environment.
| mpl ementi ng congestion pricing is the
sinpl est way and maybe the only way to
get New Yorkers to make a lifestyle
change which will ultimtely benefit
us all.

As al luded to by previous
speakers, progranms to this effect have
been i nmpl emented in London, Osl o,

St ockhol m and many ot her maj or

Eur opean cities. There, as with any
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tolling program reception was
initially low. But support has grown
In every major city which has accepted
It over time when they seen the
| ong-term effects it's had on city
life.

And while | understand this may
result in some diverted congestion
el sewhere, the studi es and evi dence
we' ve seen shows that the goal of
overall traffic reduction will be
achi eved. The sooner we i nmpl enment
this, the sooner we'll get to the

poi nt where we're all grateful for a

system which will enrich the city and
I mprove our lives.
Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Allison
Stone, followed by Rachael Fauss.

Our next speaker is Rachael
Fauss, followed by EmIio Ron.

RACHAEL FAUSS: Hel | o. My name
I s Rachael Fauss for Reinvent Al bany.

We advocate for more transparent
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authorities |like the MIA. Reinvent
Al bany because it is the | aw and has
been shown globally to reject
pollution and travel time for public
transit.

The MTA (technical difficulties)
15 to 20 percent reduction of nore
districts which will reduce delays to
emergency bus riders whose trips are
the slowest in the nation. Congestion
pricing is not a discretionary act at
the MITA -- our elected representatives
in the state legislature with the
support of the city council business
comuni ty.

Furt hernore, congestion pricing
wi Il provide environnentally
beneficial source of revenue that the
subways, buses and commuter rails.
This is -- operating budget crisis and
to resources to fund its capital
program By law 15 billion for the
2020 capital plan -- 10 percent each
to Long I sl and.

The |l aw allows certainty
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vehicles and qualified vehicles
transporting -- personally a separate
tax credit was created for residents
and annual lvy.

The Traffic Mobility Review
Board -- not expand upon these
exenptions. Toll exenmptions and
transparent because granting any
exenptions breeds cynicism and
under m nes public support for the MIA.

The MTIA's four exenptions are
provi ded the higher the toll --
defeats the purpose of ensuring
fairness tolls -- concern that
congestion pricing will make it harder
to shift these agencies troops in the
same way they already provide
overni ght and weekend. They should
not absorb other city or state worKker
retention and recruitnment.

Finally, congestion pricing is
the main source of the capitol
program As noted in our -- the MIA
Capital Program -- nmore noney 4.8

billion has been received of the 50.
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The MTA has already amended its
plan -- one increased costs of
inflation and to COVID-19 due to the
| ack of funds will make it even
nore -- repairs.

Thank you for your
consi derati on.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Emlio Ron,
foll owed by Wendy Nodiff.

Our next speaker is Wendy
Nodi ff, followed by Joshua Bienstock.

Our next speaker is Joshua
Bi enstock, followed by M chael Mirray.

Our next speaker is Joshua
Bi enst ock.

Our next speaker is M chael
Murray, followed by Bruce Lander.

Our next speaker is Bruce
Lander, followed by Krishna Pendyal a.

Our next speaker is Krishna
Pendyal a, followed by Anne Luek.

Our next speaker is Anne Luek,
foll owed by John Law.

Our next speaker is John Law,
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foll owed by El ba Sal amanca.
Our next speaker is El ba

Sal amanca, followed by our 22nd

speaker to sign up, Adrienne Mei sels.

Our next speaker is Adrienne
Mei sel s, followed by Joanna Smth.

Our next speaker is Joanna
Smth, followed by Fakhrul Islam

Our next speaker is Fakhrul
Islam foll owed by Rosannex Al berts.

Our next speaker is Rosannex

Al berts, followed by Charl es Bergnman.

Our next speaker is Charles
Ber gman, foll owed by Josue Martinez.
Charl es Ber gman.

Our next speaker is Josue

Martinez, followed by El ba Sal amanca.

Our next speaker is El ba
Sal amanca, foll owed by Nathan
G anni ni .
El ba, you may unmute yourself

and begin your remarks.

ELBA SALAMANCA: Good afternoon.

| am a person that rides vehicle --

mot orcycl e vehicle into Manhattan to
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go to work and I need to be able to --
congestion pricing affects me in a way
t hat goi ng over the bridge would be
t oo expensive for nme to do every
single day.

Trains are not accompodati ng and

el evators in every station and it's
quite difficult to travel through
trains. | nmust -- | need a notor
vehicle that gets me in and out, and
gives me ny freedom and i ndependence
to be able to financially take care of
mysel f wi thout having to depend on
anybody el se.

So | -- please consider this
situation where they -- we would be
exenmpt, motorcycl es.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Nathan
G annini, followed by MacKenzie
Fillow.

Our next speaker is MacKenzie

Fillow, followed by Enmmanual Agostini.

MACKENZI E FI LLOW  Hell 0?
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MS. FLAX: We can hear you.

MACKENZI E FI LLOW  Good
afternoon. My name i s MacKenzi e
Fillow. | live in Brooklyn, right by
the entrance to the Brooklyn Bridge.

| understand there are a number
of options set out in the
envi ronment al study that would have
greater or |lesser inpact on
congestion. | urge the MIA to choose
the option that will get the npbst cars
off the road and not to allow any
exemptions than what is required by
state | aw.

Cars are ruining this city.
Drivers kill and mai mthousands of New
Yorkers every year and everybody j ust
shrugs. Drivers also warmthe planet,
and pollute the air, and sl ow down
buses and anbul ances.

And even if you put all that
aside, which you totally shouldn't,
cars are so noisy; the engine revving,
t he beeping, the |oud nusic, and just

t he sound of the wheels against the
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pavement. The mnority of drivers
shoul d not be allowed to disturb the
peace of the majority. This program
cannot conme fast enough.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Emmanual
Agostini, followed by Matthew Joseph.

Our next speaker is Matthew
Joseph, followed by Bert Hirsch.

Our next speaker is Bert Hirsch,
foll owed by Jonat han Sobel .

Our next speaker is Jonat han
Sobel, followed by Claudeth Forbin.

Our next speaker is Claudeth
Forbin, followed by our 35th speaker
to sign up, Patrick Condren.

CLAUDETH FORBI N: Hi . Good
afternoon. M nane is Claudeth
Forbin. As a born and raised New York
City girl, and I mean |'ve been riding
the MTA since the MIA seats were
actually made out of cane and there
wer e | eat her straphangers.

So | absolutely denounce this
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congestion pricing because | see it as

no nore than a form of grabbing
revenue. You're asking the New
Yorkers who |live on the outlying
boroughs -- I'"ma Bronx girl -- to

trust that the MITA will put in the

much -- often ADA accessibility, which

we' ve heard this many, many times
before and it still hasn't happened.

Il live in the Bronx on 219th
Street. Even though the subway was
redone, we still don't have el evators
or escalators. You're asking us to
trust that -- the question | hope
you'll answer is, why overnight for

congestion pricing? There is no

congestion during the overnight hours.

You're saying that this is going

to bring a ten percent i nmprovenent,
that | eaves a 90 percent
non-i mprovement. For what you're
| mpacting, ten percent seens to be
very de mnims.

Furt her, what about people who
live in the CBD nei ghborhood, | have
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friends that live within this, are you
saying that they're going to be
charged to come in and out of their
house when they choose to drive? Are
you saying that | have to pay to go
and see them

You're asking us to trust -- |I'm
sorry. |'mreading through ny
guestions to make sure | can stay on
time -- that the public will trust the
MITA to do what it has always said, to
mtigate inpact and make these
I mprovements. Historically, that has
not been the case. What we've seen is
that certain of these inprovenents
have been made the -- what noney has
al ways gone into the pockets of those
in charge of the MIA and not
necessarily to the prom ses that they
made to the general public.

You're tal king about the inpact,
but you haven't tal ked about the
entertainment inmpact. For those of us
in the outlying boroughs, if we decide

to drive into Manhattan for a night
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out, you're now telling us we have to
pay an extra cost or take the subway
and bus.

If I were to go out for a night
out, you're basically saying that |
should get on a subway at 9:00, 10
o'clock at night, it's not safe, ride
to the end of the bus line, if I'm
five stops fromthe end of the two
l'ine, and then wal k home. That is not
a safe scenario for nyself or other
peopl e.

| feel that if it was truly
about congestion pricing, that there
are other ways to mtigate this by
ei ther moving sonme -- or offering tax
I ncentives to move businesses into the
outlying boroughs, which would also
reduce congestion. Rat her, | see this
as just sinply another for of taxation
and a discrimnary inpact on those who
do not live in Manhattan.

| thank you for your time, and I
hope you change your m nds on this

program  Thank you.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 29, 2022
87

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Patrick
Condren, followed by Jesus Urena.

Patrick, you may unmute
yoursel f.

PATRI CK CONDREN: Good
afternoon. My name is Patrick
Condr en. |'m with the BUS4ANYC
Coalition, a group of regional
privatel y-owned bus operators here in
New York City founded just before the
pandemi c in 2019. BUS4NYC nembers
provide the riding public with
commuter, intercity, contract,
charter, sightseeing, shuttle, tour,
travel, notor coach services.

BUSANYC supports congestion
mtigation efforts. BUS4NYC has
presented these positions to New York
City and New York State transportation
representatives noting that all buses
are part of the solution to
congestion, not part of the problem

Good exampl es of New York City

are the use of dedicated bus |ines for
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all buses. Started in 2020,
Manhattan's 14th Street busway has
been very successful. Desi gned to
prioritize moving the nmost people
safely and reliably.

We al so note the significant
menbers of environmental justice
communities utilize all bus services.
Just one 55-passenger bus may displ ace
55 automobil es on any roadway at any
time. Buses are environmentally clean
and the New York City riding public is
served daily by public and
privately-owned buses and should
mai ntain parity relevant to tolls
consi stent with the FAST Act,
federally passed in 2015.

Many cities, including
St ockholm London, Singapore, who have
congestion pricing treat all buses
with parity and exempt all buses from
congestion pricing tolls. W note
that the current MIA CBDTP tolling
scenarios includes this option to

provi de exemption for all buses and we
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support this choice.

BUS4NYC has al so subm tted
statement and comments to the CBDTP,
I ncluding street equity charts
prepared by industry experts
denmonstrating the efficiency and
positive impacts of using a bus.

| prom sed to be brief. Our
website is www. BUS4ANYC. org.

Thank you and have a nice day.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Jesus Urena,
foll owed by Josephi ne Peterson.

Our next speaker is Josephine
Pet erson, followed by Nicol aos
Pet r akakos.

Our next speaker is Nicol aos
Pet rakakos, followed by Dimtris
Kout ounbas.

Our next speaker is Dimtris
Kout oumbas, followed by Gerald Adames.

Our next speaker is Gerald
Adames, followed by Bal de Abdoul.

Our next speaker is Bal de

Abdoul , foll owed by Galen Criscione.
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Our next speaker is Galen
Criscione, followed by Philip De
Guz man.

Our next speaker is Philip De
Guzman, foll owed by Todd Mai sel .

Our next speaker is Todd Maisel,
foll owed by our 45th speaker on the
list, Lawrence Scheyer.

Our next speaker is Lawrence
Scheyer, followed by M chell e Roth.

LAWRENCE SCHEYER: Hello. My
name i s Lawrence Scheyer, and | live
and work in the affected Central
Busi ness District congestion zone.

Tolling drivers is not adverse
to be admred. The bottomline is the
bottom line. And freedomto drive
wher ever you want, whenever you want
In America isn't free. Nor should we
encourage freel oaders on this new
| egal |y mandated system

And drivers bel ow 60th Street
are Manhattan's congesti on problem
I mposing a cost to health and injury

to commerce that needs to be paid for
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by those causing it.

It is not mandatory to pay to
drive. It is not mandatory to drive.
But those who choose to drive, choose
to pay to mtigate traffic, they'l]l
get less traffic in return. And those
traveling to and from the congestion
zone will have enhanced alternative
travel options, which this program
will pay for, which will nmake their
trip even speedier.

Now, not to nention that there's
so much environmental harm that nmotor
vehi cl es cause that are affecting us
bel ow 60th Street. | mean, | really
shoul d mention that because that's
what this is all about.

It seems fromthese hearings
t hat an awful | ot of people think
they're special and they should be
granted a personal privilege that
unfortunately will burden other |ess
wort hy people and those | ess worthy
people will be forced to pick up their

sel fish tab.
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This plan can be made better,
and that would be through the adoption
of a dynam c yield pricing system
chargi ng an adjustable fee.

Demand- based pricing works to bal ance
out the load for a variety of
transportation network conpani es.

That includes airlines, intercity
trains, and even Uber and Lyft, think
surge pricing.

| serve on Manhattan's Conmmunity
Board 6 and NYC -- transportation
comm ttees and have worked in the past
for the Port Authority in their |aw
departnment. But these coments that
|'ve given you are my own persona
observati ons and advice.

| thank you for |istening.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Mchelle
Rot h, foll owed by Jessica Wl ker.

M chell e, you may unnute
yoursel f and begin your remarKks.

M CHELLE ROTH: Hi . Sorry for

t he delay. Thank you very nuch for

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 29, 2022
93

t he opportunity to speak to this topic
today. And it's reassuring to see so
many of my fellow New Yorkers as well
as speakers from New Jersey who have
el oquently pointed out the very many
shortcom ngs to this plan.

| understand you have to start
somewhere, it's still falling far
short, in my opinion, of where it
needs to be. The map that you showed
earlier, showed cars outside of the
CBD and where they were comng from
But there was no -- unless | m ssed
it, there was no statistics that
addressed the cars that are in the CBD
for people who reside in the CBD.

Whi ch, interestingly, everybody
points to London and the London CBD --
| know London is a smaller city than
New York, but it is a smaller
conponent of greater London and we're
doi ng half of Manhattan | sl and.

So you've got a great nunber of
resi dents who are being adversely

| mpacted, and ny point and question
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that | want seriously considered is
when | ocking at London, they offered a
90 percent discount to anyone who was
living within the CBD and who had one
car. You couldn't register more than
one car, which | also feel is quite
fair.

If we | ook at the recent budget
and Governor Hochul's comments
regardi ng residents of Staten |sland
who currently enjoy a 68 percent
di scount, as they should, for bridges
exiting Staten |Island because it's an
I sl and and unl ess they take the Staten
| sland ferry, which is not feasible
for the entire popul ation, how are
t hey going to get off the island; so
of course they are entitled to that
di scount.

| am seeing no sort of
accommodati on for anyone who |lives
within the CBD. And if you happen to
live on 61st Street or park a car on
62nd Street, you're not impacted. But

bel ow 60th, you're screwed.
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So | just don't feel that this
I's equitable. | don't feel it's been
given the proper anount of
consi der ati on. | think that, to quote
an earlier speaker, that it is a noney
grab, that you keep running for ways
to fund programs and capital expenses.
And how do we know that a hundred
percent of these tolls are going to
CapEx; likely not, it's going to get
di verted.

So thank you for your tinme, and
| hope you take my conmments into
consi der ati on.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Jessica
Wal ker, followed by Ted Schell.

JESSI CA WALKER: Good afternoon.
| am Jessica Walker. |'mthe
president and CEO of the Manhattan
Chamber of Commerce, and we are the
convenor, voice, and advocate for the
100, 000- pl us busi nesses across the
borough of Manhattan, which of course

Is the city's econom c center.
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We're -- our organization was
actually a staunch supporter of
congestion pricing before the COVID
pandem ¢ began. Obviously we believe
that it's a policy that can help
reduce traffic gridlock and fund
transit inmprovenents, which are
extremely inmportant; good for
busi nesses, and the economy, and
residents. And we continue to support
this policy in principle.

But we now have serious concerns
about the timng in the wake of the
COVI D pandem c that we just had been
t hrough. New York City continues to
face significant headw nds to getting
back to where we were before the
pandem ¢ began. As you may know, in
July, the U S. -- the good news is the
U.S. finally regained all of the jobs
it lost during the COVID pandem c.

But the increase in enmployment
in New York City was nore nodest.
According to the New York State | abor

departnment, New York City has regai ned

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 29, 2022
97

only 82 percent of the jobs lost in
the pandem c. So that means we're

al most 200, 000 j obs bel ow where we
were before the pandemc. W are not
out of the woods yet, we are still in
an econom c recovery.

Smal | busi nesses continue to
suf fer because they have taken on
significant debt, and they need to get
their revenue back in order to
continue to prosper and get back to
stability.

Our Central Business District in
Manhattan in particular was hit hard
during the pandem c. Obviously the
tourists and the office workers at
t hose businesses rely upon for their
foot traffic and their customers and
the vibrancy in the neighborhood
continues to be | ower than where we
were before the pandemc. Office
occupancy is still very | ow. | think
we're at 40 percent during these peak
summer nonths, so we're really, really

falling short now.
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Congestion pricing is now on
track to begin next year, but there
are many econom sts who don't think
t hat New York City will be back to
where we were before the pandem c
until 2025. So what do we do?

| think our position is that we
need to slow things down. The stakes
are just too high right now to
I mpl ement something, we're still in an
econom c recovery. We think that in
addition to the Environnent al
Assessnment we saw today, we need a
maj or econom c i mpact statenment that
| ooks at the inpact on conmmerci al
deliveries, business closures,
empl oyment, the novenment to renote
wor k, and other critical data points.

Agai n, our chamber was a maj or
supporter of congestion pricing, but
we do think at this juncture that we
need to slow the process down to nmake
sure we're not going to harmthe
city's econom c recovery.

Thank you.
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MS. FLAX: Thank you.
Our next speaker is Ted Schell,
foll owed by M chael Marel

Ted, you may begin your remarKks.

TED SCHELL: Yes. | want to add
to the comments. Hi . My name is Ted
Schell, and |I'm a resident of the

Central Business District.

And what seens to be overl ooked
in all of the analyses that are done
Is the econom c inpact of what is
really inherently a tax on every
single individual living in the
Central Business District. There are
500, 000 of us by the I ast census,
per haps nore.

Every single thing we buy,
services that we need for repairs, or
deliveries, things we buy in the
stores will all have a price increase
that will be reflective of this tax.
And yet, there seenms to be no
under standi ng of it, no
acknowl edgement of it, and no

willingness to do anything about it,
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1 even in the small -- you know, taking
2 the small step of exenmpting people who
3 live in the Central Business District
4 from paying the congestion pricing
5 fee.
6 What happens is that it al
7 wi nds up not being paid in the end by
8 the delivery people, the service
9 peopl e, and the sellers of goods and
10 services to us, but it wi nds up being
11 paid by the 500,000 people who live in
12 t hat district.
13 Why this thing was set at 60th
14 Street, seens to nme to have been
15 derivative froma political back and
16 forth as opposed to setting it up at
17 96th Street. And had it been done,
18 then the econom c inmpact would have
19 been spread over others. And, you
20 know, if | nmoved four blocks north,
21 woul d have none of these costs.
22 But the central point |I'm making
23 Is this is nothing other than a hidden
24 tax on the residents of the Central
25 Busi ness District, all of whom are
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payi ng an exorbitant amount of noney
to live here. And I and many ot hers,
where this is the straw that breaks
the camel's back, are considering
nmovi ng. And that out m gration from
the Central Business District wll
create more problems for New York
City.

That's basically my conment, and
| thank you for |istening.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is M chael
Marel, followed by Som Ranrup.

Our next speaker, and 50th on
the list, is Som Ranrup, followed by
Ri chard Robbi ns.

Our next speaker is Richard
Robbi ns, followed by Jonathan Martin.

Our next speaker is Jonat han
Martin, followed by Assenmbl ymember
Em |y Gall agher.

Our next speaker is
Assenbl ymenber Em |y Gal | agher,
foll owed by Jonat han Martin.

Assembl ymenber, we cannot hear
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you. You're not muted, but we can't
hear you.

ASSEMBLYMEMBER EM LY GALLAGHER:
Thank you very nmuch for having this
heari ng. | am Assenbl ymenber Em |y
Gal | agher representing the 50th
District of Brooklyn. So WIIlianmsburg
and Greenpoint. W're right along the
W I Iliamsburg Bridge, which suffers
froma lot of air pollution from
congestion that is passing through.

And | and many of ny
constituents are proponents for
congestion pricing. A majority of ny
constituents use public transportation
and ny district is served |argely by
the bus. And we know that removing a
| ot of the cars fromthe road wil
hel p speed up that transit.

And the 14th Street busway is a
great exanple of how successf ul
| mproving public transit is by
removi ng some private car use. W
desperately need the MIA to have the

capital to do their capital projects
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and this is the way that makes the
nost sense.

There are very few cities in the
United States that have a robust
public transit and are wal kabl e,
bi keabl e or rideable, and this is one
of those cities. So it is absolutely
vital that we prioritize the assets
that we do have so that we can make
cl eaner environmental choices and we
can actually nove people at a faster
speed and in a nore efficient manner.

| wal k, take transit, and drive
a car, so | know the m ndset of a
driver. And | know that if we keep
the exemptions |limted but have | ower
tolls, people will be able to make the
choices that will best serve them
wi t hout | osing too much of their
mobility or serving their own needs.

So | really believe that traffic
must be addressed. It is a shame that
we waited until after the COVID
epi dem ¢ began to do this, because car

ridership has skyrocketed so now we
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have an even bi gger problem than when
| first started advocating for this
five or six years ago.

" mvery much a proponent of
this. | think the exenptions that you
have for some car services and for
sonme ot her folks, |like those who are
maki ng | ess than $60, 000 a year, are
really important. But | think that we
shoul d keep the exemptions limted
because | think this will be an
effective program

It will have grow ng pains
getting into it, but | do really think
that this is absolutely necessary for
the city, and it's vital that we take
action now.

Thank you very nuch.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Jonat han
Martin, followed by Charles Warburton.
Our next speaker is Charles

War burton, followed by Umair Zaeem

Our next speaker is Umair Zaeem

foll owed by Paul Rizzo.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 29, 2022
105

Our next speaker is Paul Rizzo,
foll owed by Derek Evers.

PAUL RI ZZO:. Good afternoon. My
name i s Paul Rizzo and | own a live
musi ¢ venue called The Bitter End down
on Bl eecker Street.

Let me start by saying that |'m
a 20-year comuter with a | ate-night
busi ness so | can't really take mass
transit. The general cost wil
I ncrease incurred by me and ny
empl oyees that commute in from
West chester or New Jersey for the sanme
| ate night reasons and pretty much
everyone else in our industry within
t he CBD

The increased cost of goods
delivered to the CBD will be insane.

All the venders that have to come into

the zone will pass the cost on to us,
and in turn, we'll have to raise
prices. This will not only happen in
my establishment, |'ve spoken to a | ot

of ot her business owners. And nost

products come in from outside the CBD
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so all will have to raise prices to
stay in business. The |ocal food
prices and other essentials will go up
for all local residents.

They throw around the term
equity a | ot these days. But pl ease
bear in mnd that the Village and
Al phabet City have a | ot of
fixed-income people living in
rent-controlled and stabilized spaces
that will be very affected by the
i ncreases in basic costs |like food,
and ot her necessities that are part of
daily life in this city.

This also puts ny business at a
conpetitive disadvantage from out of
zone booki ngs of bands. Any band out
of the area that will have to bring
equi pment that they can't take on the
trains, will have to pay this tax.

Parents and grandparent are not
going to train in from Upstate or Long
I sland or Jersey, so | will lose a |ot
of school recitals, School of Rock

shows, to clubs out of the area.
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We've already | ost people because they
have to pay for parking with all of

t he sheds that are around, and | feel
that a tax will hurt that.

So why should a band play with
me when they have so many ot her
options around the city that are not
in the Central Business District? Wy
is it an all-day and all-night tax?
There are no issues at night, even
downt own.

We have so many cl osed
storefronts in this area, this wll
not pronote growth, | feel it wll
only hurt it. It will also hurt the
spont aneous dropping in of people
driving on the West Side Hi ghway or
the FDR into the Lower East Side or
the Village to get a quick drink or a
bite to eat.

So many places are now offering
what we do in the Central Business
District and in other parts of the
city, so it doesn't really make the

Central Business District so special.
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Thank you for your time, and
have a nice day.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Derek Evers,
foll owed by Joshua Goodman.

Our next speaker is Joshua
Goodman, followed by Anuranjan Pegu.

JOSHUA GOODMAN: Hello. Good
afternoon. M nanme is Josh Goodman.
" ma resident of Washi ngton Hei ghts,
and | would like to urge that
congestion pricing be inplenented as
qui ckly as possible wi thout any
further exenptions beyond what has
been mandat ed.

For far too long, we as a city
have heavily subsi dized the ownership
of private vehicles while under
Investing in a mass transit system
t hat benefits everyone. \While New
York City real estate, especially in
Lower Manhattan, is one of the nost
coveted and val uable on Earth, we
devote acres and acres of prinme space

to car eccentric streets and free
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on-street parking.

These subsi dies of private
cars -- down to the benefit of the
weal t hi est people, as car ownership
rates in Manhattan are strongly
correlated with income. The quarter
of Manhattan as to own cars, make an
average of alnost twice as nuch noney
as the 75 percent who don't.

Meanwhi | e, subways are
constantly del ayed due to anti quated
systenms breaking down, and
three-quarters of stations remain
I naccessi ble to wheel chair users. |
recently waited 16 m nutes for an A
train in Mdtown at 4 p.m on a
weekday, that kind of service is
unacceptable. And the current state
of our transit systemis frankly an
embarrassment .

It's long past time for us to
price the real cost of people driving
private vehicles in one of the nost
transit-dense regions in the world,

and use the proceeds to more equitably
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fund trains.

Cars al so pose a constant threat
to people sinply trying to go about
their days. This July, 38 people were
killed in New York City in crashes,

I ncluding 11 pedestrians and four
cyclists -- instituted in 2014. And
even when cars aren't directly killing
people, they're manifold of
externalities impact us all. Their

em ssions |lead to asthma in children
and COPD exasperations in the elderly.

And the energy requirenments and
carbon em ssions associated with
private vehicle use are far greater
than those of mass transit; worsening
climate change, raising the chances of
cataclysm c environmental disasters,
| i ke anot her Superstorm Sandy.

Finally enacting congestion
pricing after decades of failed
attempts will help to create a
greener, nore |iveable, nore
equi tabl e, and nmore prosperous city

for all. Opening the door to
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redemptions will inevitably lead to
different interest groups clanmoring
for carve-outs until the plan barely
does anything to decrease car trips or
rai se revenue for the MIA, which means
t hat no exenmptions are the way to go.

We waited | ong enough, now is
the time to act.

Thank you for your tinme.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Anuranjan
Pegu, followed by Gavilan Longi no.

You may begin your remarks.

ANURANJAN PEGU: Good afternoon.
My name is Anuranjan Pegu. |l live in
Sout h Brooklyn, and | work at an
environmental non-profit in Manhattan.

|'ve been involved with
envi ronment and social justice issues
for many years. | have al ways
supported congestion pricing in New
York City, but | have experienced its
benefits personally. However, | feel
li ke this specific programis not

sincere when it cones to environment
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or social equity.

You guys proclaiminspiration
from existing congestion pricing plans
| i ke those in London and Stockhol m
but do not follow everything that
actually made those plans successful.

I*m only going to touch on one,
which is the hundred percent exenption
for nmotorcycles in every single city
with a congestion plan; from London,

St ockholm Gatlinburg, Ml an, Rome,
Genoa, Florence, Oslo, Madrid, every
city.

So why do these cities exenpt
not orcycl es? The reasons are obvi ous,
nmot orcycl es are not cars. They have
| ower carcinogens, they use |ess gas,

t hey cause | ess wear and tear on the
road, six of them can park in the
space of one SUV, and of course they
actually reduce congesti on.

St udi es, including one by
Gridl ock Sam have shown that if people
switch fromcars to motorcycles, there

will be a massive reduction in
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congestion and pollution. That's
serious side effect, |ogical and
proven, contributing the success of
congestion plans everywhere.

But the other big reason why
mot orcycl es get these exemptions is to
bridge income equality. Mot orcycl es
in UK, EU or here in the U S. are
cheaper affordable means of
transportation for a | ot of people,
especially those who cannot afford to
live in downtown areas or own cars are
for whom public transit does not work
or is not accessible.

On a motorcycle, | was able to
cut down ny 60-m nute conmmute on a
train by half, while | pay only 60
bucks a month for gas, insurance and
mai nt enance conbi ned. \Which is half
of what a MetroCard costs. That's
| i ke a 700-plus-dollar savings for me
every year. For some of us, that's a
| ot of noney.

|*ve noticed in these hearings,

a |l ot of bicycle advocates tend to be
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white folks who live in Manhattan or

i n upscal e nei ghborhoods cl ose to
Manhattan. They can wal k or bike to
wor k and home. POCs |ike me cannot,
we cannot afford to live in those
areas even if we get nore than 60, 000
a year. To tell us to bike nore than
ten mles to get to work weary and
tired is just arrogant, it's ignorant,
it's cruel, it's racist and cl assl ess.

There's also a bias agai nst
not orcycles in the city because it is
consi dered | ow cl ass because often
they're owned by | ower-income and
m nority populations. That is why
the -- from Upper West Side are
conpl ai ni ng here about noi sy
not orcycl es and why MTA researches
forget about motorcycles in their
research.

In this city, it feels Iike we
are continually getting punished for
bei ng poor and for the col or of our
skin, and this is no different.

To sum up, successful congestion
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pricing plans everywhere in the
western world give 100 percent
exenmption to nmotorcycles, and so
should New York. It's the small est
way for MIA to show that it actually
wants to reduce congesti on and
pol lution while hel ping EJ
comunities, because motorcycles are
part of the solution.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Gavil an
Longi no, followed by Cindy Morris.

Our next speaker is Gavil an
Longi no.

GAVI LAN LONGI NO: Can you hear

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

GAVI LAN LONGI NO: Thank you. So
as stated, ny nanme is Gavilan Longi no.
And ny apol ogies for any -- if these
questi ons have already been answer ed.
s it true that the decision will be
made by -- in January of 2023?

Can someone answer that?
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Can you hear nme?

MR. OLIVA: | just want to
rem nd --

GAVI LAN LONGI NO: Yes, | know.
I*"mtrying to get -- I'm going to be
done qui ckly. | only have a coupl e of

questi ons.

MR. OLI VA: Responses will not
be provided during today's hearing.

GAVI LAN LONGI NO: Okay.

MR. OLIVA: You're conmments are
bei ng recorded in depth and responded
to as part of the Environnental

Assessnment process.

GAVI LAN LONGI NO:  Okay. | will
move on then. Thank you. | ' m goi ng
to move on to the fact that -- all

right. A little background on ne.

" m an UXR experienced
researcher, and for anyone who is
unfam liar with UXR or what they do,
conduct research and ensure that
products and services and procedures
function as users intend and end users

expect. So you as the panel are the
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users, the end users are us -- the
community who has to potentially pay
for these tolls.

|'ve reviewed al most a dozen
studi es and reports and there has been
some success in London, but that's the
only city that | found that is
conparable to ours. Other cities have
different culture, |like they can
conpl etely control their citizens, for
the nost part at |east. And others
al so have consi derabl e space to have a
more conpl ex system

Some of my solutions include
favoring high-occupancy vehicl es,
exempting delivery trucks, and I'|
get to why in a reason, although
that's al ready been addressed, but not
exenmpting taxis, charge vehicles that
I nsist on entering that are not
hi gh-end occupancy, prohibit street
par king, and a few other ideas |I have
that will create an environment that
di scourages traffic.

So about the trucks, the
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delivery trucks, as been mentioned
already, it's a double taxation, so

t hose people are -- the trucks are
comng in, they've got to pay it.

They are just going to forward that to
us, the people who have to buy their
products and serve us. So we're going
to pay to go in and then pay
additionally for that charge because

t hey have to pass that on.

| have other ideas that 1'd |ike
to share with the commttee. | f
you're willing, 1'd like to share ny

I nformati on so we can tackle this and
any other issues.

MS. FLAX: Concl ude your
remar ks.

GAVI LAN LONGI NO: Let me know if
there's a way | could supply that
I nformation.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Our next speaker is
Cindy Morris, followed by our 61st
speaker on the list, Irine

Tkeshel ashvili .
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Our next speaker is Irine
Tkeshel ashvili, followed by Ella
Pul ti nas.

Our next speaker is Ella
Pul tinas, followed by Teara W I son.

Our next speaker is Teara
W Il son, followed by Andrew Lynch

Our next speaker is Andrew
Lynch, followed by Terry Li.

ANDREW LYNCH: Good afternoon.
I|*"ma private bus operator from Long
| sland. Private bus service in and
out of the CBD is hands down the nost
energy efficient and environmentally
friendly form of mass transportation
t hat exi sts today.

A single notorcoach traveling
into the CBD removes up to 55 cars
from doing the same. And the
reduction in potential traffic sinmply
cannot be argued. All buses,

I ncl udi ng private buses, need to be
exenpted from congestion pricing so
t hat additional cost increases do not

deter the riding public from using
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this incredi bly beneficial form of
transportation.

Let's remenber, while a typica
car may get around 30 passenger ml es
per gallon, a typical private bus gets
over 280 passenger m | es per gallon
because they can carry sSo many nore
people. Not only are buses nore fuel
efficient, but studies prove that
buses use the | east anount of energy
and produce the | owest carbon dioxide
em ssions per passenger than any form
of transportation. Better than
trains, subways, transit buses, ride
hails, or pooled rides, private buses
beet them all.

Buses today are required to be
equi pped with new technol ogy, such as
di esel particulate filters and diesel
em ssion fluid systens that together,
reduce particul ate em ssions and
nitrogen oxi des by over 90 percent.
These are not your parent's buses of
t he past.

Generalizing private buses wil
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mean nore cars using nore energy and
produci ng nore carbon, which wil
worsen air quality in mnority and
environmental justice popul ati ons near
t he CBD. It is also inportant to note
that in the current COVID environment,
an anal ysis of people entering the
CBD, by Clarion Research, predicts

t hat bus transportation will
experience the smallest drop in
ridership post-COVID conpared to
subway and rail, denonstrating the

I mportance and resiliency of buses and
why private bus carriers shouldn't be
penalized for being the node of
transportation that the riding public
I s dependi ng on.

Addi tionally, many of the
private bus conpanies that come into
the CBD contribute to the nati onal
transit database, sonme of them even
voluntarily. And their mles are used
to generate federal funds for the MIA.
Making it more expensive for buses to

enter the CBD will reduce NTD mles in
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our region and therefore, reduce
federal funds that come back to the
MTA, which is counterintuitive.

In closing, private bus
operators by their very nature are
actively reducing congestion right
now. You cannot and shoul d not
penalize a form of mass transit that
is already part of the solution.

Thank you for |istening.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Terry Li,
foll owed by Al exander Ross.

TERRY LI : Hello. This is
Terry. Hi. This is Terry. | live i
Nort heastern Queens in Bayside, and |
commute to Manhattan for worKk.

While | support there should be

mechani sm to i nprove the public

transportation in New York City, | do
take the subway, | take the bus, |
also ride bike in the city, | do

believe the current proposed tolling
programs are quite unfair.

Because | know who drive in the

n
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city knows during rush hour in M dtown
Manhattan knows nmost of the cars on
the streets are trucks and TLC cars,
Ubers, Lyfts, and these cars are not
going to avoid M dtown Manhatt an
because there's a tolling program
they are going to be in the city
anyways. So there is very limted
facts on the volume of traffic in

M dtown, in Central -- in the CBD
ar ea.

And al so because of the Ilimted
effect on the volume, the safety of
pedestrians and cyclists woul d not
really be guaranteed. So as |long the
city doesn't stop the doubl e parking
and the truck | oading issue in CBD,
the traffic problem would not be
sol ved.

And al so, there's very limted
amount of -- not very limted anount.
There's limted amount of traffic in
weekends -- on weekends, at nighttinme
in Manhattan. So |I'm wondering if

It's trying to solve traffic jam
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probl ems, now why you are charging a
toll in lowtraffic times.

And al so, because | |live in
Nort heastern Queens, for me to take a
subway, the closest subway station is
Fl ushing Main Street, plus there is a
very limted amount of Park & Ride
facilities in Flushing or near
Fl ushing. The closest one is the one
in Citi Field, but it's always cl osed
when there is a gane in Citi Field.
So |I'm wondering if part of the nmoney
could be used to establish affordable
Park & Ride facility? |'m nmore than
glad to use them

And al so, many of the other
programs, | think other people
menti oned that, refer to London, Osl o,
St ockhol m and Si ngapore as exanpl es.
But all of those are very reliable and
very safe public transportation system
I n place. But New York doesn't. And
al so, New York is special because New
York is an island. For me to get into

New Jersey, especially Hoboken, Jersey
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1 City or Newark Airport, | have to
2 drive through Manhattan. [It's
3 di fferent from Singapore and London,
4 you can avoid the central business
5 district in their cities.
6 So |''m wondering, for people who
7 are entering Manhattan and | eavi ng
8 Manhattan with very short amount of
9 time, fromWIIliamsburg Bridge to the
10 Hol | and Tunnel, would there be any
11 sort of incentive for these kind of
12 drivers?
13 Those are ny comments. Thank
14 you.
15 MS. FLAX: Thank you.
16 Our next speaker i s Al exander
17 Ross, foll owed by Andrew Lester.
18 Al exander, you may begin your
19 remar ks.
20 ALEXANDER ROSS: Hi . | Iive on
21 66nd Street just north of the CBD
22 border and |'ve not been able to find
23 any di scussi on about the affects of
24 this program on those who live right
25 there on the edge.
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Wthin that context, I'd like to
bring up three concerns. First, there
Is a lack of clarity about what would
have to a driver traveling from Upper
Manhattan to the 59th Street Bridge,
will that driver would be tolled for
the 15 feet that have to travel that
Is technically below 60th Street in
order to get onto the 59th Street
Bri dge going towards Queens? Pl ease
make that clear and explicit on the
project's website and in the
docunmentation as this noves forward.

Second, if tolling is
i mpl ement ed, there should be a
reasonabl e grace period to all ow
someone who enters the CBD to | eave
wi t hout being tolled. | -- as someone
who |ives right on the border, | am
frequently forced to go south when
want to go north, on York Avenue for
exanple, by traffic police and/or by
ambul ances. \What woul d be the renedy
that | have if I'"'mforced into the CBD

in one of those situations?
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Finally, if tolling is
I mpl emented there should be policies
put in place to prevent the garages
just outside the zone borders from
price gougi ng. The demand for those
garage spaces will go up consi derably.
What will be done to protect the
people who are living in that area?

Pl ease consider the effects of
this programon the people who are
living right on the border of the
congestion zone.

Thank you for your tinme.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Andrew
Lester, followed by Rob Littell.

Our next speaker is Rob Littell,
foll owed by Buzz Roddy.

Our next speaker is Buzz Roddy,
foll owed by Stefanie Sykes.

Our next speaker is Stefanie
Sykes, followed by 1420 GC.

Our next speaker is 1420 GC,
foll owed by Jessica Jean-Bapti ste.

Our next speaker is Jessica
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Jean- Baptiste, followed by Eric
Li pscomb.

Our next speaker is Eric
Li pscomb, followed by Madel ene Agcaol .

Our next speaker is Madel ene
Agcaol, followed by Ruvym G | man.

Our next speaker is Ruvym
G | man, followed by Mark W I Iians.

RUVYM GILMAN: Hi. M nane is
Ruvym G | man. |'m a resident of the
Upper East Side. Thank you for
everybody who has put in the time and
effort to be here and putting together
t he congestion pricing plan.

| believe in the goals of
congestion pricing, | think the idea
of reducing traffic, increasing the
use of public transportation, those
are important goals for the city. But
| think that as it currently exists,
the programis nore slated towards, as
some peopl e have noted, increasing MIA
revenue rather than actually reducing
traffic and drawi ng peopl e towards

public transportation.
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As | think Terry stated earlier,
anyone ho has driven into the CBD at
any point, | think few do it because
they want to. Very often it is
because people need to. Sonmeone who
I's, as was stated just now shortly,
peopl e need to pass through to get to
the airport, people need to go
sometimes to cross the 59th Street
Bridge to go to Queens, to go to Long
| sl and, people who are in trucks
delivering to businesses.

| don't drive in the city, but I
know peopl e who do, and people who do
it for those reasons. Not as they
are, as other people stated, rich
white people who sinply want to drive
in because they have a | ot of money,
own Teslas and just want to, you
know -- excuse me, not Teslas, but,
you know, have gas-guzzling cars and
just want to have em ssions added to
the mx in New York City. | don't
think that's the reality of who is
driving to the CBD

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 29, 2022
130

New York City residents already
pay nmore taxes than al most anyone el se
In the country. | believe we're in
the top 30 in terns of taxes; federal,
state, city, all conbined, plus sales.
This is, in effect, another tax on
living in the city. And it comes at a
time when there's been a dropoff in
terms of city residency, |ess revenue
for the city in general.

And the question is, is the goa
to drive nore people out of the city?
Is the goal to have people beconme
resi dents of outer boroughs and become
remote workers? | think this is the
opposite of what Mayor Adans said he's
interested in, this is the opposite of
what President Biden has said he's
I nterested in seeing. They want
people in offices, we want people to
feel confortable to nove around the
city. And this, if anything, drives
peopl e away from havi ng anot her
opportunity to arrive at the office,

by saying you can only do it this way,
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ot herwi se you'll be charged and taxed.

Also, if we want to increase the
amount of people taking the subway,
taki ng public transportation, nmake it
nore appetizing, nore pal pable for
t hem As al so stated, there's been an
uptick in subway crime. The subway
has not seen -- the buses are not seen
as an appealing formof transportation
as opposed to forcing people onto
public transportation by making it --
by punishing them Especially New
Yor kers, punishing New Yorkers who
al ready pay high taxes to take a
system that they don't feel
confortable with.

Thank you.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Mark
WIlliams, followed by Thomas Proctor.
Our next speaker is Thomas
Proctor, followed by Ride Anthony.

Our next speaker is Ride
Ant hony, followed by Joe Bach.

Our next speaker is Joe Bach,
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foll owed by Nathan Werksman.

JOE BACH: Hi there. Can you
hear me?

MR. WOJNAR: Yes, we can.

JOE BACH: All right. Thanks
for having me. Thanks for the great
presentation. | am a resident of
Hell's Kitchen in the CBD district,
and | overwhel m ngly support the
congestion pricing.

It would reduce noise pollution,
it would reduce air pollution.
Unfortunately, New Yorkers are dying
on our streets from vehicul ar
accidents every week. Not necessarily
al ways in the CBD, but certainly car
usage and the usage particularly of
how peopl e are using the cars, it's
come to be problematic. And | would
just overwhel mngly advocate for a
hi gher quality of Iife for people who
live in the CBD that cars really do
have a massive negative inpact on.

Al so, certainly I am enpathetic

to especially the environnment al
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justice communities that were
mentioned earlier in the presentation.
| wonder if it would be possible to
provide -- but first, we require al
trucks entering New York City to be
electric. So that could be sonething
t hat noderates, modifies the inpact.

But al so, obviously there is a
cost for all those business owners to
switch to electric trucks, that |
think m ght be eligible for a state or
federal tax credit to make that
transition a little bit easier.

And then lastly, | think also --
maybe second to lastly, the ADA
accessibility issues of sone stations,
that's a real issue. | don't think --
these are not two separate issues. |
t hink they both should be addressed.
Certainly every public transit station
shoul d be ADA accessi ble, but that
shouldn't get in the way of congestion
pricing. Those two things should
happen concurrently.

Then the woman who |lives in the
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Bronx mentioned that, you know, she
doesn't really feel safe taking the
bus to -- | forget which train she
menti oned, down when she wants to go
into Manhattan at night, and | al so
think that's a reasonabl e concern.
But again, same as the ADA issue,
shoul d be addressed separately and
concurrently, it should not stand in
t he way of congestion pricing.

Thank you.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is the 80th
person to sign up, Nathan Werksman, to
be foll owed by Linda Lubinbrookoff.

Our next speaker is Linda
Lubi nbr ookoff, followed by Patrick
McCl el | an.

Our next speaker is Patrick
McCl el l an, followed by Lauren
Phillips.

PATRI CK MCCLELLAN: Hi . Can you
hear me?

MR. WOJNAR: Yes, we can.

PATRI CK MCCLELLAN: Gr eat .
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Thank you for the opportunity to
coment today. My name is Patrick
McClellan, and I'm the policy director
for the New York League of
Conservation Voters, we're a
state-wi de environnmental advocacy
organi zati on.

We're | ongstandi ng supporters of
congestion pricing and we're pl eased
that the Environmental Assessnment has
finally been released. We urge USDOT
to swiftly approve the Central
Busi ness District Tolling Program when
t he public coment period closes and
for the MITA and the state and city
governments to then inmplement this
program as soon as possi bl e.

In order to meet its statutory
obl i gations under the Climte
Leadership and Community Protection
Act of cutting economy-wi de greenhouse
gas em ssions at | east 85 percent by
2050, New York State must take steps
to significantly reduce unnecessary

driving and increase the use of mass
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transit.

Congestion pricing, as it's
supports have argued for many years
and the Environmental Assessnment backs
up, woul d support both of these goals
by just incentivizing unnecessary car
and truck trips into Manhattan and
rai sing funds to i mprove the speed and
reliability of the MIA's mass transit
system including not just the subways
and buses, but also the Metro-North
and Long |Island Rail Roads.

NYLCB is still reviewi ng the
Environmental Assessment and will not
be wei ghing in on the specific
scenarios at this time, though we may
do so in our witten comments that
we'll submt | ater. However, | wi sh
to highlight two general points that
apply to nearly all of the tolling
scenarios identified in the EA.

First, in order for congestion
pricing to be maximally fair and
effective, exemptions should be

limted to only those that are
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absol utely necessarily. Such as an
exenption accounting for the fact that
TLC l'icensed vehicles already pay a
congestion pricing surcharge on every
trip below 96th Street or exenptions
that may be necessary to elim nate
toll shopping on the river crossings.

Second, the state and city
shoul d conprehensively mtigate any
environmental justice issues caused by
changes to traffic patterns from
congestion pricing.

Again, we're still review ng the
Environmental Assessment, and | expect
to have nore conprehensive conments on
nei ghbor hood-specific mtigation in
our written coments. But at this
point, we're calling on New York State
to commt to capping the Cross Bronx
Expressway and prioritizing clean
truck | eads in spending federal noney
fromthe Infrastructure | nvestment and
Jobs Act and the Inflation Reduction
Act .

Thank you again for the
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opportunity to comment today, and we
| ook forward to submtting nore
detailed witten conments before the
deadl i ne of September 9th. Thank you
very much.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Lauren
Phillips, followed by Megan Martin.

LAUREN PHI LLI PS: Good

afternoon. My name is Lauren

Phillips, and I live in Flatbush,
Br ookl yn.
In theory, | amthe stereotype

of you m ght expect to oppose
congestion pricing. |*'ma car-owning
out er borough resident, and | work
paces in Manhattan. But |I'm here to
voice my strong support for the nost
aggressive limted exenption
congestion pricing plan possible.

| grew up in an apartnment in the
Bronx overl ooking the entrance to the
Henry Hudson Bridge. Thousands of
cars take that bridge fromthe Bronx

i nto Manhattan down the West Side

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent
Publ i c Hearing
August 29, 2022
139

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Hi ghway every day. And thanks to al
that traffic, our w ndows were
constantly covered with a dirty bl ack
film Whenever we washed our w ndows
which we had to do pretty often if we
wanted to see them the washing water
woul d turn bl ack.

Unsurprisingly, like so many
children, largely black and brown
children who grew up near major
roadways in the city, my brother and
bot h devel oped asthma as toddl ers.
Growi ng up next to too many cars and
the destructive particulate pollution
t hat they spew, sentenced us both to
chil dhood full of asthma inhalers and
special attention fromthe school
nurse.

And today, that sanme congestion
that left me asthmatic is even worse.
Now when | push my baby's stroller
al ong Fl at bush Avenue, another
car-choked artery leading into
Manhattan, | worry that soon it will

be his turn to start to cough and

a
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wheeze. Congestion pricing is decades
overdue. For generations, we have
sacrificed clean air, our lungs, our
pedestri ans, our bus feeds, and so
much more in favor of making it easier
to drive around the city.

But of course this panel already
knows that, and you know that there
are so many reasons to change course
fromreduci ng congestion to raising
badl y- needed funds for subways and
buses, to fighting climte change
causi ng pollution.

So I'"'mhere with one small
reason to ask you to nove forward with
this plan: This is my son, his name
I's Arthur, he is four months ol d.

Pl ease nove forward for the sake of ny
I nfant son and all the kids who wil
grow up in this city in the years to
cCone.

Car centered policy has taken
freedom away fromthe city's
resi dents, especially its kids.

want true freedom for my son. | want

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent
Publ i c Hearing
August 29, 2022
141

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

my son the experience freedom from
asthma, the freedomto get on a bike
wi t hout the fear of being run over,
the freedomfromsitting on a bus
stuck in traffic, the freedomto get
on a subway and go to school without
del ays.

Thi s congestion pricing plan
alone will not give the kids of this
city the freedom that they deserve,
but the path to that free and healthy
future starts with congestion pricing.

Thank you very nuch.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Megan
Martin, followed by Karen Bel uso.

Our next speaker is Karen
Bel uso, followed by Sara Lind.

Our next speaker is Sara Kind,
foll owed by Anne Naci novi ch.

SARA LIND: Hi. Can you hear
me ?

MR. WOIJNAR: Yes, we can.

SARA LIND: M nane is Sara Lind

and I'"mthe director of policy at Open
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Pl ans, a non-profit working to make
New York City streets nmore |iveable.

Il Tive in Manhattan outside the
CBD and I work in the CBD. | take the
train or a bike to work. [I'm here to
testify in strong support of
I mpl ementing congestion pricing as
qui ckly as possible with no new
exenptions.

While only 11 percent of
commutes into the CBD are made by car,
that's small mnority of people who
choose to drive into Manhattan i npact
everyone. They create congestion for
everyone el se. They slow down buses.
New York City's buses are the sl owest
in the nation. They make our streets
much more dangerous for pedestrians
and bikers. W're in the mdst of a
traffic violence epidemc. They
contribute to the climate crisis.
They make our streets noisy and hot,
and full of unhealthy air pollution,
contributing to high rates of

chil dhood asthma, as we just so
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el oquently heard.

Driving into the Central
Busi ness District is an anti-soci al
choi ce. It creates negative
eternalities that drivers have been
able to get away with for free for far
too I ong. Congestion pricing forces
these actors to pay closer to the true
price of their choice.

Congestion pricing benefits
everyone. Congestion pricing wil
| essen climte inmpact, make our air
cl eaner, fund much-needed investnments
into the subway, and reduce traffic
vi ol ence. Even people who must drive
into the CBD will benefit because
there will be fewer other cars on the
streets, allowing themto travel into
the CBD nore easily.

Furthernore, the small
percent age of people who drive into
t he CBD denonstrates that congestion
pricing will not affect our econom c
recovery. In fact, making the CBD a

nmore pl easant place to be by reducing
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congestion will draw nmore people there
to shop, work, and spend noney,

t hereby contributing to our economc
recovery.

We must i mpl ement congestion
pricing now with no new exenptions.
The nmore exenptions we put in place,
the higher the tolls will be, hurting
t hose very people who do need to
drive. New exenptions could also | ead
to increased traffic diversions,

i ncluding increases along the Cross
Bronx Expressway and the Staten I|sland
Expressway.

Rat her than increasing inpacts
on environmental justice communities,
the state must work to mtigate
I mpacts, including through electric
buses and truck rerouting. Bronx
should be prioritized for electric
buses, and the MIA city, state, and
federal partners all must work
together to reduce polluting trucks
t hrough the Bronx and Staten |sland.

For the sake of our collective
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future, we nust i nmplement congestion
pricing i mediately.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Anne
Naci novich, followed by M chael Gol z.

Our next speaker is M chael
Gol z, followed by Jill Pilgrim

Our next speaker is Jill
Pilgrim followed by our 90th speaker
on the list, Ml ana Meytes.

Our next speaker is Ml ana
Meytes, followed by Ryan Beickert.

Our next speaker is Ryan
Bei ckert, followed by Kelvin Alvarez.

Our next speaker is Kelvin
Al varez, followed by Chris Adair.

Our next speaker is Chris Adair,
foll owed by John Cimllo.

CHRI S ADAI R: Hi, there. My
name is Chris Adair. You can hear me?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

CHRI S ADAI R: Gr eat .

| live in Hoboken, New Jersey,

and | work Monday through Friday in
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Manhattan. | amcalling today to ask
t hat congestion pricing be inplenmented
as quickly and as effectively as
possible. | also do not support
providing credits for New Jersey car
drivers. Exemptions like this wl
strip out much of the benefits of
congestion pricing.

Congestion pricing will help us
reduce traffic in the city's center
and it will make nore space for
peopl e; pedestrians, cyclists and
public transit. It will also generate
much needed funds for public transit.

| take the bus to Port Authority
bus term nal every day. And of the
seven intersections that | walk
t hrough down 9th Avenue, every single
crosswal k is clogged with cars. And
It forces thousands of pedestri ans,

li ke myself, and bicyclists using the
bi cycle | ane to weave through angry
and snelly car traffic as they

navi gate their conmmutes or delivery

j obs.
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Congestion pricing will take
many of these cars off our streets.
In London, congestion pricing reduced
traffic by 15 percent by and reduced
congestion, which is the time that it
takes to make the trip, by 30 percent.
Traffic volumes in the charging zone
are 25 percent | ower now than they
were a decade ago since congestion

pricing was put into place.

An additional benefit will be
| ess cars, and that will mean better
air quality. Where | live in Hoboken,

we're smack dab between the Lincoln
and the Hol |l and Tunnels. \When the car
traffic becomes cl ogged, we get a | ot
of cut-through traffic, so we get lots
of em ssions fromthose cars.

Hudson County, where | live,
al ong with approxi mately 700, 000 ot her
people has an F rating for air quality
by the American Lung Associ ation.
Anot her Hudson County fun fact is the
maj ority of people don't comute by

car, they comute via public transit.
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In fact, four out of five New Jersey
commuters are already using mass
transit to come to the New York City.

We need to fund our public
transit that brings New Jersey
enpl oyees into New York City. This
i ncl udes the PATH train and the New
Jersey transit. You shouldn't
overl ook these vital and essenti al
services.

| would al so encourage us to
| ook to providing a 24/ 7 exclusive bus
| ane in the Lincoln Tunnel. Ri ght
now, we only use that about 6.25
percent of the time. And lastly,
congestion pricing will make our
streets safer.

Thank you so much for allow ng
me to speak today.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is John
Cimllo, followed by Maureen
McDonough.

Our next speaker is Maureen

McDonough, foll owed by Mohammd
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Hossai n.

Our next speaker is Mohammad
Hossain, followed by M chael Lupo.

Our next speaker is M chael
Lupo, followed by M chael Dull.

Our next speaker is M chael
Dull, followed by Christopher Gonez.

Our next speaker is Christopher
Gonmez, followed by Ryan Gol dberg.

Our next speaker is Ryan
Gol dberg, followed by Sheila Bidar.

Our next speaker is Sheila
Bi dar, followed by Kathy Francis.

Our next speaker is Kathy
Francis, followed by our 103rd speaker
on the list, Samant ha Cooper man.

Our next speaker is Samant ha
Cooperman, followed by Warren Hari ng.

SAMANTHA COOPERMAN: Hi . My
name i s Samant ha Cooper man, and | have
lived in the Turtle Bay nei ghborhood
I nside the Central Business District
of f of 2nd Avenue since 2005.

Il live in an environmentally

friendly small studio apartment in a

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent
Publ i c Hearing
August 29, 2022
150

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

fully residential area and do not own

a car. VWhile | understand the need to

rai se additional funds, | find that
di stinction of 60th Street to be
arbitrary and discrimnatory and
written by those who are healthy and
abl e.

A ot of this analysis was done
prior to the effects and COVI D and
recent inflationary pressures from
whi ch M dt own Manhattan has not yet
recovered, as Jessica Wal ker recently
spoke to earlier today.

| want to give a couple of
specific exanples that | think m ght
be m ssing from some of the analysis.
For exanple, nmy elderly retired
parents conme in from Long |Island for
medi cal care at Menorial Sloane
Kettering Hospital. M father is
currently immunosuppressed from
treatments, so public transportation
I's not an option. If their
appoi ntment is at one of the |arger

hospital buildings above 60th Street,

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnent al

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 29, 2022

Assessnent

151

t hey woul d not be charged the
congestion pricing fee. But if their
appoi nt ment was schedul ed at the
out pati ent building on 53rd and 3rd,
it would cost them substantially nore.
This seems to be unfair.
Simlarly, there has been significant
funds raised by Senator Schumer at all
| evel s to bring people back to
Br oadway Theater and the arts overall.
For exanple, | have some ot her
elderly relatives in their |ate 80s
who just started to conme back to
theater. They're registered as
handi capped by New York State but New
York City has its own process so |
don't believe that it's recognized
here. | hope that's | ooked into.
Public transportation is not an
option for them If they drive in to
go into Lincoln Center they won't be
charged a congestion pricing fee. But
I f they choose to go to Carnegi e Hal
a couple blocks away or any of the

downtown theaters, it will cost them
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substantially more. G ven that they
are retired, their disposable incone
is fixed will would | ead, for them to
| ess attendance overall hurting the

I ndustry over time.

As a single woman, | try to walk
as much as possible, but | often need
to take a taxi home from the Upper
West Side or Upper East Side |ate at
ni ght for safety. There's no traffic
and tolling cost being considered are
hi gher than the cost of ny cab, sinply
because | live south of 60th Street
with the people I"'mwi th happen to
live just slightly above that.

| don't understand why | would
be charged this where as if | took the
sane distance at an off-peak time of
day from downtown, this would not
happen. Likew se, the fact that
sonmeone could keep a car in Soho and
just back to 59th Street and back al
day |l ong, doesn't seemto be touched
by the tolls.

This seens unequitable and |
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solutions that are nore broadly

di stri buted throughout the entirety of
Manhattan versus penalizing only half

t he borough, are nmore seriously

consi dered. Thank you for your tine.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Warren
Haring, followed by Constance Stell as.

Our next speaker is Constance
Stellas, followed by Steven
Kant orowi t z.

Our next speaker is Steven
Kantorowi tz, followed by K. C. Jones.

STEVEN KANTOROW TZ: Hel | o. Can
you hear nme?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

Okay, how are you. M name is
Steven Kantorowitz and | want to
commend and thank the Comm ssion for
this wonderful plan. M upper-m ddle
class and wealthy friends are very
excited for this plan to be
I mpl ement ed as soon as possible with
t he highest pricing available. This

will allow themto drive into M dtown
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Manhattan for Broadway shows and
meetings without having to deal with
the traffic caused by the poor and the
wor ki ng-cl ass nei ghbor hoods.

The commutes for shows will
probably cut in half for the wealthy
with this plan. I n addition, we
appreciate you directing this traffic
to the Cross Bronx Expressway and
Staten |Island Expressway. Robert
Moses must be smling down now with
t he thought that Cross Bronx
Expressway will be a parking |ot full
of pollution in these |ower inconme
nei ghbor hoods.

This will benefit the people
currently wal king on the expressway,
singing, selling mango slices and nuts
and will encourage nore sal espeopl e.
Maybe this will be the beginning of
sal espeopl e on the entrance to the
Tri borough Bridge.

You know |I say this ironically.
This plan does not work. It brings in

a mniscule amunt of nmoney in London
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and it is a bad regressive tax. The
state has been wanting to toll the
free Queens bridges and Brooklyn
bridges for decades. This could not
be acconplished because and peopl e
wer e against it and consistently voted
against it, which who they voted for
as their representatives.

This is the work around to
bypass their w shes. I nfl ati on wil
i ncrease for food and goods in
Manhattan, all over Manhattan and in
t he boroughs because of the increase
in tolls. People who sonetinmes take
an Uber at |l ate hours for safety from
Manhattan to Brooklyn, the price wil
I ncrease tremendously.

Why don't you do the brave thing
and create a bridge over the Long
I sl and sound so Long Island is not
trapped during a natural disaster with
no way to get off. It is also
unpopul ar but practical, but will do
far nore to prevent congestion in New

York and will raise a trenendous
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amount of nmoney for mass transit.
Also -- and | know this has been

t al ked about for maybe hundreds of
years in New York -- also a new

el evated bridge fromthe bridges in
Brookl yn to the tunnels in New Jersey
woul d al so prevent congestion and

rai se tremendous anounts for mass
transit, another Robert Moses i dea

t hat maybe, you know, maybe could conme
to fruition.

| f you definitely need nore
money for transit, get it through the
federal government or raise taxes on
t he people who can afford it.

Thi s congestion plan is
ridiculous. [It's just a redistributed
congestion price. After hearing the
semnar, | find it worse than what |
previously thought. Also what
percentage is the toll infrastructure
conpani es keeping for themselves? How
much nmoney is being made on the
infrastructure -- who provide the

I nfrastructure and how many people on
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this panel are using mass transit on a
daily basis?

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is K.C. Jones,
foll owed by Melva Smth.

Out next speaker is Melva Smth,
foll owed by Ronni Libertson.

Our next speaker is Ronn
Li bertson, followed by 110th speaker
on the list, Rick Versace.

Our next speaker is Rick
Versace, followed by Darw n Keung.

Our next speaker is Darwin
Keung, followed by M chael Stanton.

Our next speaker is M chael
Stanton, followed by Ruth MDaniels.

M CHAEL STANTON: Good
afternoon. My nanme is M ke Stanton.
Il'm a resident of White Plains, New
York. |I'ma regular MetroNorth and
subway rider and a menber of the Metro
North Rail Road Comuter Counsel .

|*'m here to speak in support of

congestion pricing. I n fact,
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MetroNorth riders have many reasons to
support congestion pricing, including
critical upgrades to our signals,
stations, tracks and overall
commuters. Altogether 15 billion
dollars will be raised for critical
capital projects across the MIA
system And for conmmuters who
transfer fromthe railroad to the
subway |i ke me, we know t hat

I mprovenents need to be made and the
system needs to be protected fromthe
| mpacts of more severe storns.

The | onger we wait to build
these critical resiliency investnments,
the nore expensive they will become
and we risk worseni ng extreme weat her
and di sasters year after year.
Congestion pricing will help us
mai ntain our vital transit network for
generations to cone.

Ri ders across the system wil |
benefit fromthe improvenments that the
funding will bring, including

accessibility projects in stations in
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the Bronx and Westchester, security
upgrades, new train cars, repairs to
Grand Central's tracks and pl atforns,
signal upgrades from Croton-Harnmon to
Poughkeepsi e and better service on the
Port Jervis line, not to mention the
four new stations comng online in the
Bronx through Penn Access that will
make MetroNorth more equitabl e.

Af ter decades wi t hout maj or
I mprovenents to the region's transit
system we've begun to get a taste of
what's possible. Fromthe Hudson
Yards extension to the 2nd Avenue
Subway and the inmm nent opening of
Grand Central Madison.

The MTA deserves credit for
buil ding the internal capacity to
deliver these projects and it has
credibility when it speaks to riders
about the future. |If the MIA is
forced to scale back its capita
programin the absence of congestion
pricing and | oses that know edge, we

ri sk spending nore and getting less in
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the long run.

A variety of opinions have and
wi Il be heard today, including many
pl eas for exenptions. But these
heari ngs are about whether congestion
pricing will acconplish the goal s of
reducing traffic and increasing
nobi l ity around the Central Business
District and raising one billion
doll ars annually for the MIA's capit al
program with no significant impact on
t he environment.

Wth 90 percent of people
entering the CBD using transit,
wal ki ng or bi king, congestion pricing
will imrove the commutes and |ives of
mllions of New Yorkers and others
around the region.

The answer is a resounding yes
and a finding of no significant i nmpact
I's warrant ed.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Ruth

McDani el s, followed by Darw n Keung.
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Our next speaker is Darw n
Keung, followed by Jackson Chabot.

Darwi n, you may unnmute yourself
and begin your remarks.

DARW N KEUNG. Hi. Thank you.
Can you hear me?

MS. FLAX: Yes.

DARW N KEUNG: Good afternoon.
My name is Darwin Keung, and I'm a
resi dent of Rockland County and a
Climate and Health Policy Analyst at
t he Regional Transit Advocacy
Organi zation Tri-State Transportation
Canpai gn. We represent mass transit
riders throughout the Tri-State area.

|"ve testified in support of
congestion pricing in the past and
will continue to support it as a rider
and a driver who has spent his life
growing up in and around New York
City. For too |long have people put up
wi th Manhattan's dangerous congestion
and for too long have we tried to
force a car-centric lifestyle in our

region in the densest city of our
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nati on.

We must incentivize enployees to
enter the city not via private car but
with mass transit. |It's clear from
the Environmental Assessnment that
congestion pricing will reduce traffic
congestion. It is clear that we must
continue to invest in mass transit
options into other city throughout the
region and it's clear that mass
transit is the best was to travel for
physi cal and environmental health by
emtting | ess pollution and fewer
carbon em ssions. Therefore, are we
at Tri-State the state and the city to
support the progran s inplenmentation.
Wth that said after review of the
recent Environmental Assessnment, we
call on the city and state to swiftly
act to mtigate any potential negative
I mpacts that congestion pricing my
have on environmental justice
communities |located in New York City's
out er boroughs.

We urge the MIA to be judicious
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I n consideration of any discounts or
exenptions, as each exenptions woul d
be a |l ess effective reduction of
potential traffic. More exenptions
can lead to increased traffic
di versions in areas surrounding the
Central Business District, including
I ncreases along Cross Bronx and the
Staten |Island Expressway. We urge the
MTA to carefully consider how to
m tigate and nmonitor any adverse
effects from changes in the traffic
patterns as it creates and inplenments
the final program

This is imm nently possi ble and
shoul d not become a reason to stop
congestion pricing. Overall, we at
Tri-state strongly support
I mpl ementing congestion pricing in
combi nation with the swift
prioritization, the mtigation
measures in any areas identified to
have any potential negative inpacts.

We al so urge the MIA to work

with the regional partners to
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prioritize inmproving our mass transit
options, especially those west of the
Hudson River and the outer regions of
our metro area to make ensure that
congestion pricing is an effective and
equi table policy no matter where we
l'ive. Thank you for your tine.

MS. FLAX: Thank you. Our next
speaker is Jackson Chabot, foll owed by
Thomas Matte.

JACKSON CHABOT: Good afternoon.
My name is Jackson Chabot and |I'm a
Br ookl yn resident who works in the
Central Business District. ' m the
Di rector of Public Space Advocacy of
Open Pl ans, an over 30-year-old
non-profit dedicated to |ivable
streets.

["min full support of
congestion pricing and i nmplementation
as soon as possi bl e. lt's quite
simle, cars do not make for a |livable
city. They're |oud, exhaust-spew ng
death machines. Drivers behind the

wheel make selfish choices |ike

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnent al

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 29, 2022

Assessnent

165

parking in crosswal ks, running red

| i ghts and more. All of which

t hreaten people sinmply trying to go
about their lives. The worst part is
t hat our systems continue to enabl e

t his behavi or.

We need to get vehicles off the
road and raise vital funds for the
MIA. | would like to highlight two
poi nts regardi ng exenptions and the
need for electric buses to mtigate
any particular increase in
environmental justice communities.

First, if more exenptions are
al |l owed, higher toll rates will still
|l ead to a greater degree of traffic
reduction in the Manhattan Central
Busi ness District, but will also | ead
to increased traffic diversions,

I ncl uding i ncreases along the Cross
Bronx Expressway and the Staten I|sland
Expressway. | am strongly opposed to
any further exenptions.

Second, later this year when

el ectric buses are received in the

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnent al

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 29, 2022

Assessnent

166

MTA's next maj or procurenment of
battery-electric buses, the MIA should
prioritize the Kingsbridge Depot and
the Gun Hill Depot, both |ocated in
and serving primarily Environment al
Justice comunities in Upper Manhattan
and the Bronx.

Our systens have prioritized
driving for too |long and that has | ed
to public health crisis |levels of
traffic violence and air quality.

This year continues to be as dangerous
as our record-breaking year, | ast

year. And we need to use every tool
to make New York City a safe |ivable
city.

We need congestion pricing now
with [imted exenmptions. Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Thomas
Matte, followed by Vincent Argenzi ano.
Our next speaker is Vincent
Argenzi ano, followed by Rodrick Ruddie

Dal ey.
VI NCENT ARGENZI ANO: Hel | o.
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1 Thank you everyone for your time. |'m
2 Vi ncent Argenzi ano. |'m a Staten
3 | sl ander and | use both public and
4 private transportation.
5 | appreciate the presentation
6 you guys gave and | think we al
7 understand the need for the positive
8 I mpacts on traffic, environment al
9 i mpacts and investing in public
10 Infrastructure transit. And | think
11 everyone in the city sees that
12 necessity in modernizing our public
13 transit.
14 But we're not talking about
15 t hese positive impacts equitably. |
16 keep hearing that these are benefits
17 for all, but this instead is a
18 situation where certain people that
19 are given the | east amount of services
20 in the city are going to be forced to
21 pay for more inprovenments in areas
22 that receive the nost.
23 You're asking us to get behind
24 this but howis this, in any way,
25 beneficial to Staten Island. There's
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no public transportation out here for
you to modernize with the increased
revenue you're tal king about and
there's no viable alternatives for us
to use to avoid paying the increased
revenue.

The scenario | outlined to you
Is not new to Staten Island. W've
been facing a |ack of transportation
options and we've been burdened with
tolls and fines on our cars for
decades. But this is now doubling
down on that. | f your goal is to take
cars off the roads, then you're
failing here on Staten Island in every
singl e manner because in your own
presentation, you list that while we
provide just two percent of the cars
going into the Central Business
District, you're going to be diverting
nore cars to the Staten Isl and
Expressway. So for every positive
that you've listed, less traffic, |ess
pollution, these are all going to be

negatives for us because we're going
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to have nore traffic and nore
pol |l uti on out here.

Now, |'ve done enough of these
hearings on different proposals to
know t hat we're never going to see
positive effects fromthis plan. But ,
you know, just by | ooking at your own
plan for prioritizing equity in bus
service, you nentioned Queens, you
menti oned the Bronx and of course
there's no mention of Staten Island.

So instead what |I'm here to do
Is to ask that you try and mnim ze
t he adverse effects that we're going
to be facing.

And |'m going to tell you how
t hat woul d be sinmple wi thout even
asking for a direct exenption and
while | synpathize with boroughs who
tal k about the lack of transit options
t hat they have, we're in an even nore
uni que situation. We already pay for
the toll to get off Staten Island on
the Verrazzano Bridge as we head into

Manhat t an. It's incredibly high and
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one that for decades has been putting

noney towards improvenents already in

ot her boroughs. You know, this should

be accounted for in any plan that you
have for us. This plan should allow
for, you know, a simlar programto a

transfer. One trip, one toll. Once

we pay on the Verrazzano Bridge, we no
| onger should owe nmoney for congestion

pricing. We've already paid our part,

we' ve been paying our part for years

and for years while we've been used as

a cash generator for tolls while every

ot her bridge has stayed at zero, we
want to be recognized for the part
t hat we had pl ayed over the years and
taken into consideration when -- by
not charging us double for congestion
pricing. So, thank you guys for your
time.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Rodrick
Ruddi e Dal ey, foll owed by M chael
Lavari o.

Our next speaker is M chael
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Lavari o, followed by Lucia Deng.

Our next speaker is Lucia Deng,
foll owed by 120th speaker on the I|ist,
Martin Landsman.

Our next speaker is Martin
Landsman, foll owed by Devan Sipher.

Our next speaker i s Devan
Si pher, followed by Steven Santangel o.

Devan Si pher.

DEVAN Sl PHER: Hi . l'"'m trying
to get on and | guess it's not going
to happen but we'll go with audio.

MS. FLAX: We can hear you. You
may begin your remarKks.

Devan, you nmay begin your

remar ks.

DEVAN Sl PHER: Hi . | shoul dn't
be here. | shouldn't be alive. On
July 3, 2015, | was run over by double

decker bus that plowed into me when
crossed 6th Avenue in Greenw ch
Village on a green light in a
crosswal k. | spent three nonths in
the CU with double digit surgeries

over the course of two years. One of
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my | egs remains partially paralyzed.
But |I'm one of the lucky crash
victims. The problemw th traffic
violence is it's an equal opportunity
destroyer. It doesn't matter race,
class, sex, religion.

As a member of Famlies for Safe
Streets, | provided testimny on
behal f of the many thousands who
weren't as lucky as me. This year the
number of New Yorkers killed or mai med
in traffic crashes. It's the highest
It's been since the start of Vision
Zero a decade ago. This is despite an
overwhel m ng nunmber of office
buil di ngs remaining |largely empty.

Yet, the nunmbers of cars on the roads
in Manhattan is already 90 percent of
what it was in 2019.

We're on track to have record
| evel congestion when nore renote
wor kers return to their offices. And
that affects everyone, whether in
favor or opposed to congestion

pricing. W need to reduce traffic
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and increase the use of public
transit. Congestion pricing is one of
the few tools with a proven record for
doing so, as well as a proven record
for reducing noise pollution and air
pol I uti on and saving |ives.

Any proposal has room for
I mprovenent. Nighttine fees seem
particularly questionable, but
congestion pricing will make New York
nore livable and it will save the
| i ves of New YorKkers.

As someone who nearly perished
on the streets here, | ask is there
anything nore central to the world of
gover nment .

Thank you for |istening.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Stephen
Sant angel o, foll owed by Annol preet
Kandol a.

Our next speaker is Annol preet
Kandol a, foll owed by Neeta Vall ab.

ANMOLPREET KANDOLA: Hi. | want

to thank you for convening this forum
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today. MW name is Annol preet Kandol a
and | was born and raised in Queens.

| went to m ddle and high school
by taking the MIA to Far Rockaway and
Manhattan. | was a first generation
coll ege student who went to school in
the city and | currently work and live
in the Central Business District. M
father, Munder Singh, is a yellow cab
driver since 1988 and an owner
operator since '94.

"1l start by saying that |'m
proudly in support of a theoretical
pl an to decrease congestion and
i mproving the rates of em ssions which
harm t he environment but only if it's
wel |l thought out with regard to what
ki nds of exemptions will prevent this
from being a huge burden on TLC
comm ssion drivers and ot her
| ow-i ncome citizens of the city.

To start, the MIA is already
funded by taxes on NYC residents as
al ready mentioned. For taxi riders,

there already exists a congestion tax
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of $2.75 per ride and then an
addi ti onal MTA surcharge of 50 cents
per ride, which all goes to the MIA.
The soci oeconom ¢ conditions and the
conposition of cab drivers in the city
has | argely remai ned the same over
time. So to add additional taxes and
tolls will discourage an insane number
of riders, a figure which is already
decreasing due to recent hikes in
fares and hasn't recovered since
COVI D, leading to a strong adverse
effect on their livelihoods.

No one is asking for a handout,
but if there's a class of vehicles you
should want to protect, it should be
t hose commercial vehicles that pay for
the right to be protected by the city
and that the city has specifically
sanctioned to provide these services
for its residents.

Addi tionally, by 2011 over one
third of the yellow cab vehicles were
al ready hybrid and al nost entirely are

now; so it's not as em ssion-heavy.
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Thi ngs shoul d not be prom sed
for the goal of reducing private cars
in the city, a goal that | think nost
can get behind. 1'Ill quickly provide
a scenario that | don't think any of
t he exemption plans account for
currently. Even if you place the
burden of a toll on passengers outside
a single toll per day, per driver, if
a taxi driver drops someone off in the
CBD and then goes outside of it, they
can't come back into the area without
a passenger. Otherwi se, they'll have
to pay a toll just to find a fare.

It's fairly well-known that in
t he nmornings drivers drive people
outside the CBD into it and in the
afternoon and evenings, they drive
passengers frominside the CBD to
outside of it, which is when this tol
woul d hurt them as they return to the
CBD to pick up nore passengers.

Li kewi se, income-based credits
shoul d consider those who conmmute into

the city too because honestly how many
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peopl e maki ng under $60, 000 a year can
actually afford to live in the CBD
right now.

Finally, | amgrateful to the
MITA and in full support of a clean,
safe and fast MIA. You can see what
these ook like in cities |ike London
and Stockholm but the MIA has not
shown they can effectively use the
budget they're given to conplete tasks
on time, often taking many additional
years on projects over the last three
decades.

| think it's worth eval uating
and presenting exactly how this nmoney
wi Il be used because otherw se it
instills no confidence that this wl
be any better than taxes that have
been levied in the past. Otherw se,
the net affect of this tax is that it
makes the CBD and NYC only livable for
the extremely wealthy for whom a tax
| i ke this has no discernible inmact on
their financial situation.

Thank you.
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MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Neeta
Val | ob, followed by our 125th speaker
on the list, Herbert Feuerstein.

Our next speaker is Neeta
Val | ab.

NEETA VALLOB: Hi. Thank you
all for your presentation. ' m a
resi dent of the CBD and you know, in
the presentation one thing that becane
clear is that there was really no
eval uati on of how the plan inmpacts
t hose people who live in the district
and who may have cars because anyone
who has a car is not using it to
commute to 59th Street. M husband is
a healthcare worker who uses it to get
out to Flushing, Queens and then we
use it to take our kids to athletic
fields that are not |ocated within our
district. So it seenms like that's a
bl i nd spot.

I n general, we favor this. Our
streets are clogged with tour buses

that idle in front of schools, parks

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent
Publ i c Hearing
August 29, 2022
179

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

and nei ghborhoods and |ivery drivers
who have just clogged our streets and
made them unlivabl e.

So what |'ve |l earned fromthe
| ast couple of hours is that there are
many people | obbying for carve-outs
for their neighborhoods and for their
boroughs and | woul d say that the
people who |ive down here deserve
cl eaner air; our children deserve
cl eaner air and safe streets. And
it's those factors are nothing that
peopl e outside of this area are going
to benefit from And so | hope that
that will not be forgotten as you guys
continue to revise the plan.

And with that, thank you very
much.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Herbert
Feuerstein, followed by Faith
Zucker man.

Our next speaker is Faith
Zucker man, foll owed by Adam Philli ps.

Our next speaker is Adam
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Phillips, followed by Alida Camp.

ADAM PHI LLIPS: Hello. Can you
hear me?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

ADAM PHI LLI PS: Okay. M nane
I's Adam Philli ps. " m a Brooklyn
resident and |'m speaking today to
express support for an exenmption to
congestion pricing for notorcycles and
nopeds.

| did not see an exenption for
not orcycles in any of the congestion
programs in your presentation but it
I's important to note that the cities
t hat speakers have been referencing,
| i ke London and Stockhol m that have
I mpl emented sim |l ar pricing prograns,
all have exemptions for notorcycles
and nopeds. So it's should be taken
serious, an exenption.

These cities have exenptions for
mot orcycl es because unli ke ot her
exenmptions that have been di scussed,
exenpti ng notorcycles and nmopeds

actually furthers the goal of
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congestion pricing, rather than
diluting them

Offering a viable alternative
for single passenger vehicles in a way
that actually results in taking an
additional car off the road,
I ncentivizes people to seek
alternatives rather than just forcing
peopl e who | ack other options to pay a
fee without actually changing behavi or
or congestion.

As expressed by other speakers,
this is especially inportant for the
| ar ge number of communities currently
underserved or not served at all by
public transit, who do not have viable
alternatives. Single passenger
vehicles are the most significant and
reduci bl e source of congestion and |
support the efforts to reduce the
congestion, pollution and danger they
cause to the city.

Mot orcycl es are a viable
alternative for single passenger

vehicl es, but they take up
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substantially |l ess road space and
street parking. They are considerably
| ess polluting and pose denonstrably
| ess danger to pedestri ans.

Anyone incentivized to replace a
singl e passenger vehicle with a
mot orcycl e or noped substantially
reduces congestion w thout
necessitating further expansion or
burdeni ng of an already overstretched
public transit system

As many speakers have not ed,
many residents do not have a viable
alternative to a single passenger
vehicle. So if there is no viable
alternative offered, |ike everything
else in a city that is already
prohibitively expensive, this
congestion tax sinmply becones an
I nci dental conveni ence fee for the
rich and a punishment that is
unavoi dabl e for everybody el se.

| would like you to take the
exanpl e of London and Stockhol m and

I ncl ude an exenption for motorcycles
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and mopeds. Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Alida Canp,
foll owed by Tom Kaczor owsKki .

Al i da, you may begin your
remarks.

ALI DA CAMP: Thank you. Thank
you for hearing nmy testinmny. M nane
is Alida Canp. ' ma Co-Chair of CVA
Congestion Pricing Task Force and
Smal | Business Commttee, but |I'm
speaki ng individually.

There is no Manhattan |sl and
resi dent on the TMRB nor are we
guar anteed conpliance with the Open
Meeti ngs Law or -- these need to
change.

This plan is revenue plan, an
additional tax on New Yorkers at a
time that the city is just beginning
to emerge fromthe pandemc. W don't
know what it will be like in a few
years. We only know that our
resi dents, small businesses, taxis and

cul tural organizations nust thrive to
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enabl e New York to thrive.

There are serious ancillary
effects of this plan that have
i rresponsi bly not been addressed. The
community north of the zone will be
affected by increased traffic that
circles | ooking for parking, rather
t han going into the zone.

When London began their plan,
t hey created over 8,000 parking
spaces. Can anyone really predict
what will happen to the plan? W know
that traffic on Broadway Bri dge
i ncreased when the Henry Hudson Bridge
was tolled. The Times reported that
nore office buildings are being
constructed in Brooklyn. What effect
will that have? What are the plans
for additional mass transit? How high
will the fee go if drivers stop
driving and take public
transportation.

Smal | businesses and cul tural
institutions will be affected. The

bi ds are concerned about i nmpact on
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their business through both the | oss
of customers who will not pay the

I ncreased fee on taxis, and the high
fees i nmposed on the trucks they need
to run their businesses.

Trucks can't avoid making
deliveries or picking up supplies
within the zone if that's where their
busi nesses are. But the large fee may
be too high for small busi nesses
al ready having financial difficulties
often fromrent that has gone up.

Tourists unfamliar with New
York's mass transit may prefer to take
taxis, but not with an extra fee.
Cultural institutions want visitors.
What happens when a taxi fee is
unaffordable and the ticket sales to
our treasured museuns and theaters
sl ow down?

New York is already suffering
froma | oss of those businesses that
make the city unique, that drive New
Yorkers and visitors to shop in

di fferent nei ghborhoods. Why inpose a
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pl an that could have such a negative
effect on these businesses and
restaurants wi thout a plan to mtigate
t hose effects.

The plan is not about
congesti on. | f congestion mattered,
the city would elimnate or at | east
crack down on placards and rethink the
stipul ated parking fine and commerci al
abat ement progranms, which foster
congestion from doubl e parking even
when cur bsi de space is avail abl e.

The plan is not about the
envi ronment . I f the environnment
mattered, the city would | ook nore
closely at the em ssions the super
toll and other new construction create
because as Governor Hochul stated,
nmost em ssions come from buil di ngs.

It is not about furthering
community. If it were, the TMRB woul d
have a Manhattan |sland rep, these
heari ngs would not have been held in
August with short notice and comunity

I nput would have been sought nore to
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devel op a program the community fully
supports. Instead, we're being
collectively penalized by being
required to pay fees to go towards the
MTA, the entity --

MS. FLAX: Pl ease concl ude your

remar ks.
ALI DA CAMP: -- counting finance
for finances. Rei nstate t he conmut er

tax, 1 nmpose --

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Tom
Kaczorowski, followed by Marc
Ki rschner.

TOM KACZOROWSKI : Hi . Can you
hear me?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

TOM KACZOROWSKI :  Okay. Great.
Thanks.

For the past 20 years, ny wife
and | have lived in the CBD, in the
Hell's Kitchen nei ghborhood. All that
time we've owned a car and paid for a
mont hly par ki ng garage in our

nei ghbor hood within the CBD.
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We both strongly support
congestion pricing and feel it's
overdue. We recognize that having our
ni ne year-old, bel ow average priced
car in Manhattan is a luxury so we're
willing to pay a re-entry fee to the
CBD once per day when we use our car.

We are concerned about
addi tional charges for residents who
pay for a nonthly garage. I f 1
understand correctly fromthe box on
Executive Summary page ES10, any
par ked overnight in the CBD would also
be charged when it | eaves the zone.

| think CBD residents should
only be charged when we enter or
return to the zone. This is because
the cost of parking is becom ng
prohi bitive. W have the Resident
Par ki ng Tax exenption, which really
hel ps. Perhaps there could be a
simlar exit fee exemption for
resi dents who park monthly.

Document ati on notes a tax credit

for individuals with adjusted gross
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i ncome of 60K. You please include in
t he docunentation the inconme limts
for households that are married filing
jointly.

Regardi ng taxis and the
overwhel m ng nunmber of FHVs, in
addition to the plan outlined on
Executive Summary page ES14, | think
riders could pay a surcharge, perhaps
a dollar or two for any ride
originating within the zone. This
woul d mean nmore revenue for the MIA,
It m ght encourage the use public
transportation and it would help
drivers with a daily non-passenger
entrance charge. | also think yell ow
cabs should be favorably considered
over FHVs.

We're wondering about the
expectation of congestion, increase on
the West Side Hi ghway and the FDR and
what the response would be if these
roads beconme overwhel med by drivers
trying to avoid fees, and | astly,

regardi ng notorcycles and quality of
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l'ife and noise pollution.

Pl ease set and enforce exhaust
decibel limts for all vehicles,
I ncl udi ng notorcycles, cars and
trucks, which often run with | oud
exhausts and open headers.

Thank you.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Marc
Kirschner, followed by Alana W I son.
The next speaker is Alana
W Il son, followed by Md Muzir Uddin.

The next speaker is Md Muzir
Uddi n, foll owed by Roshnie Kewal .

Our next speaker is Roshnie
Kewal , foll owed by Marco Henken.

The next speaker is Marco
Hemken, followed by Al ex Weinberg.

MARCO HEMKEN: Hel | o. Can you
hear me?

MR. WOJNAR: Yes, we can.
Pl ease proceed.

MARCO HEMKEN: Thank you. My
name i s Marco Henki n.

Congestion pricing will be a
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maj or win for the vast majority of NYC
resi dents who do not use a car.

Pl ease do not buckle when the small

m nority of car owners conplain this
Is unfair. The situation has been
unfair to all of us who don't own cars
since the 1920s.

Driving into the CBD is an
antisocial choice with many negative
externalities for those of us who
choose a different monde. Wth this in
mnd, |I'd |like to share three opinions
with you:

Nunber one, there is a | ot of
tal k about exenmptions but not hing
about charging the nost anti soci al
drivers a fee beyond the regul ar
congestion rate. Examples of such
vehicles are | arge, private,
| ow- occupancy vehicles, such as sports
utility vehicles and pick-up trucks.
These vehicles are nmore likely to kil
pedestrians and cyclists, they pollute
nore and they take up nore space.

Pl ease consi der adding a premumto
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t hese vehicl es above and beyond the
regul ar congestion rates.

Nunmber two: Exempti ons shoul d
be kept to a mninum  People who have
built their |ives around notor
vehicl es need to understand that their
choice affects everyone else. Their
conveni ence is everyone else's poor
air quality, poor noise conditions,
wal ki ng across poorly maintained
parking |lots et cetera, et cetera.

Number three: Please take every
precaution to avoid pushing traffic to
communities that have had a historica
adverse inpact of traffic plan. Part
of the reason we're in this mess in
the first place is due to the very
raci st, very classless, car eccentric
projects of the Robert Moses era.

Thank very much for your tinme.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

The next speaker is Al ex
Wei nberg, followed by Danny Sena.

Al ex, if you unnute yourself you

can proceed with your comment.
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Al ex, you're on nute.
Al ex, we can't hear you if

you' re speaki ng.

Our next speaker is Danny Sena,

foll owed by M chael Huarachi.

Our next speaker is M chael

Huar achi, followed by Jacqueline Cruz.

M chael, take yourself off mute

and you'll be able to proceed with
your coments.

M CHAEL HUARACHI : Hi. Thank

you for your time, | really appreciate
It. You know, | grew up as a kid in
New Jersey -- don't tell anybody --

thinking that this is the best country
in the world, blah, blah, blah, first

grade; only later to move into New
York City in my 20s, been here 18
years, and the Central Business

District for the full 18 years to

realize that we're actually living in

a third-world country.
Everything from healthcare to
education to transportation is third

rat e. | *ve been fortunate enough to
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work for a transportation conpany that
permts me to travel and see ot her

pl aces, destinations, parts of the
wor | d.

There are plenty of wonderful
t hi ngs about the city and our country.
Unfortunately, we have privatized the
heck out of al nost every sector of our
country and it is time to take back
control .

The fossil fuel industry has
i nvested billions, if not trillions,
of dollars into decimating our
environment, our world and our health.
It is time to take back our public
space and take back our
transportation.

There's no reason that it should
take me over two hours to get from JFK
to City Center. Every other
i ndustrialized country in Western
Eur ope, has top of the line
transportation fromthe airport to the
City Center for less than three euros.

| think that it woul d behoove us
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to Il ook into expanding the congestion
pricing program No exenptions, no
caps, ho carve-outs. Make it as quick
as possi bl e. | think these Comunity
Board Hearings do nore damage than
good. | still intend on going to
plenty of my community board heari ngs.
I*m very involved in my community.
When it comes to this
progressive policy, the first in the
nation, | think it behooves everybody
on the panel, everybody in this room
to understand that it is going to be

the first in the country and it's
great that we're doing it. But we
need to do it fast and we need to do
It whol esone.

No exenptions, no carve-outs, no
caps. The biggest thing that we | ost
in the city was probably Andy Byford
and Dr. Oxiris Barbot the Department
of Health and Mental Hygiene. | think
we have to think about where

11 billion dollars is being spent and

stop crimnalizing poverty --
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MR. WOIJNAR: Pl ease concl ude
your remarKks.

M CHAEL HUARACHI : - -
quot e-unquote, turnstile junpers.

Thank you.

MR. WOIJNAR: The next speaker is
Jacqueline Cruz, followed by Debra
Wevers.

JACQUELI NE CRUZ: Hel | o.

MR. WOJNAR: Pl ease proceed.

JACQUELI NE CRUZ: Okay. So |I'm
a native Manhattanite who |ives uptown
and ny parents |ive Downtown.

My mom cannot wal k very far due
to falling on a New York City street
and shattering her kneecap many years
ago so | hope the plan does include
some kind of discount for people that
have to drive due to disabilities.

I*'m not here today to tal k about
whet her this is a good plan or a good
I dea or not; | personally don't think
it is. And all remarks made today
have some bit of validity to them so,

you know, that's a good thing. But
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1 from previous public hearings, | know
2 that this is just procedural and my or
3 our opinions will probably not change
4 any decisions that have been made.
5 So instead | want to address a
6 few concerns. | want to ask for
7 prom ses fromall involved that this
8 project will not turn into a bigger
9 noney grab than is being proposed
10 al ready. It seens |ike every tine
11 ei ther the MIA or the DOT, somebody
12 falls short, then they always turn to
13 us, the people that live in New York
14 or around New York for extra nmoney and
15 t hat has to stop.
16 l"mreally afraid that once this
17 goes into effect, within a year
18 sonmeone will go back and say, "You
19 know, there's not enough revenue
20 comng in so we need to increase the
21 amount that's being charged".
22 It just seens |ike every time
23 there's a shortfall or projections and
24 a need for more noney, the instinct is
25 to cone to the Bank of the People --
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me -- and we cannot continue to be the
bai | out plan any | onger.

For me, | get one salary, |'Il
be totally honest. This year we
weren't able to go away on vacation
because, again, | get one salary and
everything is nore expensive. But |
can't go to my boss and say you need
to pay me nmore noney and | think
somewhere along the line, there has to
be a guardrail so that it doesn't keep
comng to us that you need nore noney.

So as it is, the MIA, every tine
t hey need nore noney, everything goes
up. As a matter of fact, we all have
to go into the office now because the
MITA needs nmore nmoney. | had the
perfect work-1ife bal ance. | was honme
when ny kids got home from school,
was able to cook, | was able to be a
part their everyday life. Now, we
have to go back into the office
because the mayor says the MIA needs
nore nmoney, | got to get you back into

the office and all of that.
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So what | would |ike, what |
want in return for this plan you are
proposing is, | need a prom se that
once this goes into effect, five to
seven years, no nore capital
| mprovement programs. | need to see
somet hing finished. | need the noney
that goes into this to go into
projects that are started already so
t hat we, as New Yorkers, can finally
see somet hing finished.

Also in nmy estimte, whatever
you think you're going to get, cut by
a third because | ess people are going
to be comng in. And please don't
estimate high because you're not going
get all that money and | don't want
you to come back to us and ask for
more. Thank you.

MR. WOIJNAR: Next speaker is
Debra Wevers, followed by Ray Dries.

Our next speaker, the 140th to
sign up, is Ray Dries, followed by
M chell e Grossman.

The next speaker is Mchelle

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnent al

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 29, 2022

Assessnent

200

Grossman, followed by Harriet Bl ack.

M CHELLE GROSSMAN: Hi . Il live
in the CBD. | am for the environment
and reduci ng congesti on. But | am

agai nst the current congestion pricing
pl ans.

Today | will speak to concerns
around the impact to those who nust
drive into or out of the CBD for work,
whi ch by the way, is not me but this
Is my care for those who work in the
community | am a resident of.

W th congestion pricing being a
potential $23 charge per day, that can
add up to over $8,000 a year. Even if
someone drives to work say five days a
week for 46 weeks a year, that is
still over $5,000 a year.

This is obviously |ife changing
for people. You know that. Your
report says it. Your report notes the
foll owing options for these workers:

Option 1: Commute into the CBD
and incur the toll.

Option 2: Switch nmodes to a
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non-vehi cul ar option before entering
t he CBD.

Option 3: Seek new enpl oynent
opportunities or a different | ocation
with the sanme enpl oyer that would not
I nvol ve incurring the toll.

Option 4: Rel ocate your place
of residence in the Manhattan CBD.

Option 5: Tel ecommut e.

How out of touch with reality
can those options be? Many of these
prof essi ons were tal king about our
essential workers, |ike healthcare
wor kers, the very people we hailed as
heros and cl apped and cheered for
every night during the early days in
t he pandemc. We're now sticking them
with this cost burden of thousands of
doll ars a year for the privilege of
comng to worKk.

| tried to speak to people who
wor k at NYU Langone Hospital |ast week
about their thoughts and they sinmply
don't have time to be focused on or

concerned about things |like this.
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That's what el ected officials are for,
to be focused on and concerned about
things like this and how it would

I mpact people, businesses and ot her
operations in their jurisdiction.

To an extent, that's what the
gover nment agencies are for too, to
take care of the very people they
serve. | spoke to a doorman | ast week
who is distraught. He will need to
tack on two hours to his conmute each
way and won't be able to drive with

equi pment in that he uses for side

gigs, like wi ndow cl eaning and
painting for residents. His extra
time comuting is time he will not be

spending with his wife or six year-old
daughter.

There are so many ot her
professional inpacts, |ike MIA workers
and governnment officials who -- who --
It would be downright corrupt if they
get exenmptions and no one el se does.

| am so glad that Paul Rizzo,

club owner of The Bitter End, spoke
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earlier to the inpact to restaurant
and bar workers and the live nusic
scene in the CBD. Pl ease take his
testimony seriously and truly
understand the inmpact this will have
to the actual people that make a
living in the CBD, as well as the
residents in the CBD, who won't have
any nmore services because no one can
afford to work or have a busi ness.

MR. WOIJNAR: Pl ease concl ude
your remarKks.

M CHELLE GROSSMAN: Thank you.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Harriet
Bl ack, followed by Frank Turzio.

Our next speaker is Fran Turzio,
foll owed by Nickya Whittington.

Our next speaker is Nickya
Whittington, followed by Sarah
McHenry.

Our next speaker i s Sarah
McHenry, followed by Eric Sanders.

Our next speaker is Eric

Sanders, followed by Md Hussai n.
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Our next speaker is Ml Hussai n,
foll owed by Jack Drury.

Our next speaker is Jack Drury,
foll owed by Ryanne M I 1| i gan.

Our next speaker is Ryanne
MIligan, followed by Mark Fri edman.
Our next speaker is Mark

Fri edman, followed by Steve Fl ack.
Mar k Friedman.
Our next speaker is Steve Fl ack,
foll owed by Reilly Owens.
Our next speaker is Reilly
Owens, followed by Lawrence Lipman.
Our next speaker is Lawrence
Li pman, followed by Lionel Morales.
Our next speaker is Lionel
Mor al es, followed by Alison Gl estein.
Our next speaker, the 156th to
sign up, is Alison Glestein, followed
by Walter | wachi w.
Alison, be sure to unnute
yourself then proceed with your
remar ks.
Once you're off nute, you can

proceed.
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Alison, we'll come back if
you're able to solve your audio
I Ssues.

Our next speaker is Walter
| wachi w, followed by Vincent Novak.

Our next speaker is Vincent
Novak, followed by Yvette Banks.

Vincent, be sure to unnute
yoursel f before you speak.

VI NCENT NOVAK: Hel | o. Can you
hear me now?

MR. WOJNAR: Yes, we can.
Pl ease proceed.

Okay. Thank you. M nane is
Vi ncent Novak. | noved to Soho. ' m
a life-long New Yorker. l['"'m a
wi dower, a retiree, a 9/11 responder
with cancer.

| have a car, and please don't
confuse residents such as nmyself with
commut ers. My car nmeans | can go surf
fishing, it means | can visit famly
and friends Upstate and South Jersey
and out on Eastern Long |sland where

mass transit or public transit woul d
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take me half a day to get to and |
woul d have to book a night, which does
not work for nme.

A car means ny independence so
pl ease don't make that nore expensive
for me to keep as a retiree on a
pension. And what would work for ne,
I's what | haven't heard you guys talk
about is promoting EV cars or hybrids.
I f you created nunicipal parking with
af fordabl e EV chargi ng and parKking
prices, | would trade in my Nissan in
a mnute for an EV. And if you had
resi dent-only parking on side streets,
t hat would help traffic too, if you're
concerned about traffic in Soho.

There's side effects to your
cure. Trucks will start delivering at
night. When they do that, especially
in the winter, diesel trucks have to
keep their engines running to keep the
fuel liquid otherw se, diesel fuel
will gel. So they would have to park
in the mddle of the street because of

all the restaurant sheds, cabs wil
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get behind them and start honking
their horns at 3:00 in the morning.
It's already noisy enough in this
nei ghbor hood, we don't need that.
People will pay the tolls

because they want their cars. They

still feel unsafe on the subways. And

as soon as there is anot her COVID

out break or flu outbreak or another

attack on somebody, they will stick to

their cars, still pay the tolls. You
guys will make noney, but here's what
wi Il happen. As businesses increase

their overhead because of the tolls,

even if it's only five percent, it's

passed along to the consumer as a ten
or 15 percent increase.

They use that as a -- so |
really want you to rethink this whole
thing. |It's pretty convoluted and I'
all for |less congestion but not the
way you guys are doing it.

Thank you.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Yvette
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Banks, followed by Vittorio Bugatti.
Our next speaker, the 160th to
sign up, Vittorio Bugatti, followed by
Dario Gutierrez.
VI TTORI O BUGATTI: Good
afternoon. l"m Vittorio Bugatti,
| eader and founder of the Express Bus
Advocacy Group, which focuses on
I mprovi ng express bus service in the
out er boroughs and subway deserts.
Congestion pricing, in theory,
is plausible in terms of inmproving air
quality and our environnment. However,
this plan is terribly flawed,
particularly fromthe transportation
perspective, as it does not address
transit inequities such as --
especially in outer boroughs where we
have subway deserts that are two-fare
zones and offers very few transit
di scounts aside from City Ticket from
Metro North and LIRR commute within
city borders.
There are zero discounts in this

pl an for express bus comuters |ike
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mysel f, and outer borough residents of
Riverdale. | currently pay $13.50
round trip when traveling to and from
Manhattan with the express bus, a cost
that is almost triple that of a
round-trip subway ride. Where is our
transit discount in subway deserts on
Staten |Island, Queens, Brooklyn and

t he Bronx?

There are vague prom ses of
infrastructure i mprovement and no
speci fics about what outer borough
residents can expect. Does that mnmean
subway expansion outside of Manhattan?
There has been none in the outer
boroughs in decades. This plan
provides fails to provide any
i ncreases to the span of frequency of
transit service. In some cases
congestion pricing could be
I mpl emented with cuts of bus service.
Every bus redesign that has been
rel eased by the MIA has initially
proposed service cuts to express bus

service including the | atest draft
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pl an for Queens and yet, congestion
pricing is supposed to incentivize
transit use -- an oxynmoron to say the
| east .

The MTFA has struggl ed over the
| ast several years to provide
schedul ed bus and train service on a
daily basis, despite receiving
billions in federal funding
specifically to keep sai d-service
running. A scathing report fromthe
Daily News noted that MIA managers
were ordered to | eave dozens of bus
trips unfilled when bus operators
cal l ed out sick or go on vacati on.

How can we trust the MIA to get
its fiscal house in order when it has
failed to address ranmpant fare-feeding
to the tune of over one billion
dollars in the |ast four years al one.
Wth everything |I've noted, it's easy
to understand why many people are
skeptical of this plan.

Express bus commuters deserve

better from congestion pricing. I
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aggressively advocated to the City
Conptroller's office over several
mont hs to have express bus service
citywi de audited | ast year and |
i mplore all elected officials
listening to these hearings to ensure
t hat | anguage is included that
requires accountability fromthe MIA
via quarterly audits of all service to
see exactly how this public authority
I's perform ng.

Thank you.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Dario
Gutierrez, followed by Mark Fri edman.

Our next speaker is Mark
Fri edman, followed by Larry Zogby.

MARK FRI EDMAN: Hi. Thank you
for having ne.

| did want to nmention that one
area in environment impact that's been
avoided is the area of the Upper West
Side, which is exactly adjacent to the
area south of us. There is one

mention about parking and |I'mglad to
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tal k about that with you because it's

a good exanple of how the Upper West

Side has been airbrushed out of having

any environnmental inpacts. | f you

take a | ook at the assessment docunent

itself, it talks about there is
potential that CBD would increase
par ki ng demand i medi ately in the

nei ghbor hood just north of the

Manhattan CBD boundary, the Upper West

Side, but then proceeds to airbrush it

away by saying that since there's
going to be a reduction in traffic
t hrough there, through our
nei ghbor hood, there's going to be a
reduction in parking requirenents,
whi ch that's an assunption that | ust
doesn't hold water.

There's going to be fewer cars
comng through it, but every one of
t hose cars is going to be tolled $15

to $23 or sone amount of toll yet to

be determ ned. So they're going to be

desperate in response.

Using a rationale to avoid
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having to do any mtigation for the
Upper West Side, it isn't really fair
to us. If I were to say what woul d be
fairer would be a |look into a

resi dential parking permt, which
woul d enabl e the people on the Upper
West Side to continue life

sem -normally and avoid even further
congestion because cars will just stop
com ng through the Upper West Side to
get into the CBD | ooking for a parking
spot .

It's a little annoying that
there is -- in that statenment,
Envi ronment Assessnent, that
whi t ewashes out the environment al
I npact and does not include any
m tigation for the people who are
going to be affected nost.

The focus seens to be on
Metro-North and Connecticut, | could
tell you you didn't need to study
that. You need to just study what's
going to happen on the other side of

the toll booth. You put a toll booth
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in, plenty happens right next to it.

MR. WOIJNAR: Pl ease concl ude
your remarKks.

MARK FRI EDMAN: So | would
appreciate if you took a | ook that and
I ncl uded some mtigation. The
resi dential parking was al ways a
| ong-time --

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Larry Zogby,
foll owed by Gwen Davis.

LARRY ZOGBY: Good afternoon.

My name is Larry Zogby. ' m the
Presi dent of the New York State
Messenger and Courier Associ ation.
We're a not-for-profit that works to
advance the interest of couriers with
advocacy, education and networKking
since 1945.

During the pandemc, it's not an
exaggeration to say delivery workers
kept our city running. Every day
couriers are traveling in and out of
the CBD zone for stat and one-off

critical deliveries. These deliveries
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I ncl ude, but are not limted to,

medi cation, |lab results, specimen,
medi cal supplies, needles, groceries,
critical parts and nore.

On behalf of the New York State
Messenger Courier Association and on
behal f of nmy company, RDS Sanme- Day
Delivery, | oppose the congestion
pricing proposal for the foll ow ng:

The i npact of the tolling
programto the delivery workers in and
out of the CBD Zone will warn off
staff deliveries, has the
opportunities for whiplash unintended
consequences and nore casualties, nore
smal | business will shudder and we
will | ose nore jobs.

Delivery workers are the
backbone of our service industry and
our econony. We need nore research
and devel opment, data points,
anal ytics to be nore thoughtful and
nore deliberate on how we come to a
resolution for the in-and-out of the

zone for emergency deliveries that
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happens seven days per week.

In conclusion, the toll program
the CBD Toll Program will prejudice
busi nesses at a time that is nost
chal l enging and critical for themto
survive. For exanple, |, nmyself, have
a sanme day nessenger service. For the
first six months of 2022, nmy company
has been in and out of that zone
13,000 times perform ng one-off
critical deliveries.

As | |l ooked at the Executive
Summary on page ES 11, | see that they
could charge small vehicles, not
trucks, small vehicles, vans, $12 to
$65. | took an average nunber in the
m ddl e, $38.50, ran the numbers, six
nmonths it would cost my company over
$500, 000 in tolls. Run the table for
one year, over $1,000,000 in tolls.
And here's a very inportant factor,
you can't anmortize that over other
custonmers because we're in and out;
medi cal scripts, everything that |

said before. We're i n and out of that

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 29, 2022
217

zone for critical deliveries.

| believe it's our noral
responsibility as civic and business
| eaders to avoid making choices that
conpound the chall enges for our |ocal
busi nesses, especially those
busi nesses that enabled our city to
weat her the most chall engi ng days of
t he pandem c.

| implore the decision makers to
put this program on hold until our
economy is in a nore stable position
and other less punitive measures are
fully considered. Thank you very
much.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Gwen Davi s,
foll owed by Rhoda S.

Our next speaker is Rhoda S,
foll owed by our 165th speaker to sign
up, Donna Steel e.

Our next speaker is Donna
Steele, followed by Ron Sinmoncini.

Our next speaker is Ron

Simoncini, followed by Mlntyre
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Al eusl edai n.

Our next speaker is Mlntyre
Al eusl edain, foll owed by Andrew S.

Our next speaker is Andrew S,
foll owed by Kathryn Sullivan.

Our next speaker is Kathryn
Sullivan, followed by Travis St.

Mart he.

Kat hryn, you may proceed.

KATHRYN SULLI VAN: Hi . My name
Is Kathryn Sullivan. | Iive in the
Central Business District, which is
actually a residential area.

Firstly, | think that the
Central Business District should be
actually somewhere M dtown and down
bet ween the World Trade Center and
Wall Street down the Battery.

| think half of Manhattan is a
little odd considering how residenti al
my nei ghborhood is and the | ack of
congestion on the Lower East Side; and
al so the lack of MIA options over
here. There are not any trains for

most of this side of Manhatt an.
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I"mall for the environment. | f
you | ook at what happened in London,
which a | ot of people are nmentioning,
it's a much smaller zone and there are
I ncentives for electric vehicles so at
this point all of the FedEx and UPS
trucks in that zone are actually
electric. And if your vehicle is
el ectric, you don't pay as nuch of the
toll. This, | think, would actually
benefit the environment as opposed to
just taxing every single vehicle no
matter what -- and encourage EV
purchases and upgrades with
i ncentives.

If you're going to do this, |
t hink you need to fix the transit
system first. It's so dangerous, it's
pl agued with interruptions especially
on the weekends. Also, if you work in
any of the major hospitals, which are
all in Manhattan, a |ot of those
nurses get off at 4:00, 5:00 in the
norni ng and the subway is just not an

option because of safety and al so

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent
Publ i c Hearing
August 29, 2022
220

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

because you work a long shift, you
don't want to sit in a hot subway and
wait. \Why shouldn't they be able to
drive in? There's no congestion at
that time.

A |l ot of people that work in
Manhattan need to bring goods into
Manhattan for their enpl oyment. I
think a | ot of businesses, including
t he business that | operate, are
al ready tal king about moving out of
the city if this goes through. So if
you want to shoot a filmor a video or
a comercial, why would you do it in
New York City if all of your workers
have to pay these tolls that are going
to get passed on to you?

Speaki ng of passing on, all of
t hese delivery trucks that pay these
tolls are going to charge nore to the
grocer, who's going to charge nore to
t he New Yorker. So at the end of the
day, this is just not thought out as a
way to help people to Iive here and

the MTA, of all conpanies, has shown
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that they're corrupt, they don't know

how t o budget, they're already forcing

engi neering consultants to take ten
percent reductions on fees and still
can't bal ance their budget. The

engi neer and consulting industry is
barely profiting and because of Janno
Li eber's business practices, they
still are taxing motorists to pay
their unrealistic pensions. And in
fact, motorists already pay tolls and
t hese should go to roads and bridges
and the subway and train fare should
go to fixing your MIA subway.

| think if sonmeone --

MR. WOIJNAR: Pl ease concl ude
your remarKks.

KATHRYN SULLI VAN: -- and God
bl ess the restaurants in M dtown that
are going to lose all their custonmers
because that's what going to happen.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

The next speaker, 170th to sign
up, Travis St. Marthe, followed by

John Burns.
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TRAVI S ST. MARTHE: How you

doing? |I'm Travis St. Marthe. | am
here. l'"'mfromthe Bronx, |I'ma
driver, | walk around and everyt hing

and it's a whole comunity problem

" m not for congestion pricing
under the current proposal because it
| ooks |i ke a nmoney grab. | understand
the need for | ess congestion but we
are doing nothing to mtigate the
problems of traffic and pedestrians we
al ready have.

Il will agree to a different
proposal on congestion pricing if, and
only if, you address a few things,
whi ch everyone in this city wil
probably agree on. |I|nstead of
pointing the fingers, | offer
sol utions.

Construction projects, they are
taking too long. The interchange for
| -78 and the Jacki e Robinson has been
going on for pretty much my entire
life and I've lived in the city for 37

years. It has been going on too |ong,
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It's never-ending. W have to nove
our guys -- nore guys into these

bi gger projects and have them done in
| ess tinme.

The roads are terrible. W pave
the roads every once in a while just
about every two years. Con Edi son
conmes in, they'll do their job and
t hen when they repave the roads, it's
terrible. They do a worse job than
when the city comes in and do it
t hensel ves.

The flow of traffic |ights, we
need to | ook at the flow of traffic
| i ghts because if you're making a | eft
turn into an intersection, sone of
t hese places don't have lights for
these left-turn cars to make
I ntersections and then, they're stuck
in the mddle, which causes nore
congesti on.

Doubl e par ki ng, doubl e parking
Is a massive problemin the city and
it's going on way too | ong and ever

since the pandemc, you're seeing nore
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and more cars doubl e parked around the
street. And sone of these cars,
especially during high traffic hours,
they're throttling main arteries of
every single roadway.

| understand some people need to
pick up their grandparents or pick up
f ood or whatever, but you're doing
everybody else a disservice. | get
It, nobody want cars in the city, but
we need to address other problens
first before we start asking people
for more noney.

The MTIA had spent 30 mllion
dollars for tiles, colored tiles, in
ei ght Chel sea tunnels, six billion
dollars for three train stations on
t he East Side, 11 billion for Grand
Central / Madi son, and 14 billion
doll ars for the Gateway Access
Proj ect.

You guys have the nmoney and yet
you're com ng for our pockets. You
guys need to figure out what you're

doi ng and where you're spending this
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noney and spend it wi sely. Then, you
can ask for more noney and nmaybe we'l|
be Ii ke okay but if we know you guys
are going to waste it, there's no
reason in asking us for the money. Go
to the federal government. We've
al ready given them that money and you
can get it fromthere.

If you want -- |'ve given you
guys tips, look at those first. I
want to see double parking get rid of.
That will elimnate all of the
problems that we have. Thank you.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is John Burns,
foll owed by Jorge Urena.

Our next speaker is Jorge Urena,
foll owed by Christopher Davids.

Our next speaker is Christopher
Davi ds, followed by Patrick Johnson.

Our next speaker is Patrick
Johnson, followed by Zaheer Not a.

PATRI CK JOHNSON: How you doi ng?
Can you hear nme?

VR. WOJNAR: Yes, we can.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnent al

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 29, 2022

Assessnent

226

PATRI CK JOHNSON: Well, Central
Busi ness District, we've heard from
the residents of these other
residential areas, Peter Cooper
Village, StuyTown and you got
residents in Chelsea, West Vill age,
East Village, all these people have
cars; and it's just ridiculous, this
whol e t hing.

l*"mcalling -- obviously, all ny
coments these past few neetings are
for the Zero Action Alternative. This
Is for the federal government so they
know -- Zero Action Alternative.

| don't know how -- the MIA's
presentation that in the beginning
they said there was -- they didn't
have any comprehensive plan. | mean,
If we got sone talented people, we
could create a plan and work wi th what
we have.

| mean, we can't depend on New
York City DOT. Look what's going on,
| mean, come on, we can't depend on

them and the federal government. The

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 29, 2022
227

f ederal government should not let this
pl an go forward for what they're doing
to Staten Island. W have the | ongest
commutes in the country, we have no
choice. And some days -- because the
survey says, what, 20,000 people drive
into the CBD in Manhattan. Sonme of us
work in different places every day in
New York City. Sonmetimes | go to the
Bronx, sometimes | go to Brooklyn,
sonme days in Queens and sone days in
Manhattan, it is what it is. And al
day, all night, it doesn't matter;

li ke the Postal Service, rain or shine
day and ni ght.

I mean, | keep hearing the open
streets people in here, the
transportation alternatives, send your
messages in the coments. W know you
hate cars, we know you're scared of

them but there's so many good car

drivers out there that it's -- you
give us zero respect, none. I'mtired
of it. I'mtired of hearing about it.
No respect for the mllions of car
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drivers out there who do the right
thing. Because of the mnority who
cause these crashes and deat hs, we al
got to suffer. It's unbelievabl e.

The MTA finished the L Train in
one year or whatever. They said it
was going to take three years. How
did they do it before congestion
pricing? How did they do it? | just
drove down W/t he Avenue today and Kent
over there where they had the new
stations. |It's beautifully done. The
situation's over.

Staten Island has one train.
It's Iike you're being on the Staten
| sland Ferry when you go on. And |
encour age everybody to ride the Staten
| sl and train. Get on the ferry, if
you're in the federal governnment, get
on that ferry, get on the train, take
it fromSt. George to Tottenville.

Let us know how you did.

Enj oy your day.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker i s Zaheer Nota,
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foll owed by Dani el Yahraes.

Our next speaker is Danie
Yahraes, followed by Josh Youner.

Our next speaker is Josh Youner
foll owed by Charles O Neil.

Our next speaker is Charles
O neil, followed by Nicole Chimenti.

Our next speaker is Nicole
Chimenti, followed by Oiver
Hender son.

Our next speaker, the 180th to
sign up, is Oiver Henderson, followed
by Anna Hol ness.

Our next speaker is Anna
Hol ness, foll owed by Kasey Kli mes.

Our next speaker is Kasey
KIi mes, followed by Li Lin.

KASEY KLI MES: Hel | o. Hi, my
name i s Kasey Klinmes, thank you. I
appreciate it.

My name is Kasey Klimes. |'ma
resi dent of Brooklyn. And | should
add that | am also anong the mnority
of New Yorkers that own a car.

| want to commend the MTA for
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proposi ng congestion pricing and
express nmy enthusiastic support for

t he pl an. I think it's fair to agree
that we're in a moment of crisis,
climate crisis, street safety crisis
and a basic livability crisis.

We have to reduce pollution. W
need to shift trips out of cars, we
need to i mprove public transit
options. Fortunately, congestion
pricing does all three.

So far this year nore than 160
peopl e have been killed in crashes on
New York City streets. 2021 was the
deadl i est year on New York City
streets since Vision Zero began. I n
London crashes fell nearly 50 percent
in the congestion pricing zone, and
made a significant decrease in crashes
outside of the zone as well.

Lastly, 1'd Iike to point out
that this is also kind of a matter of
basi c economcs. |If the space that ny
car takes up were in my apartment, it

woul d be priced at approximtely a
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t housand dollars a nonth and yet, |
can currently take my vehicle into
Manhatt an, demandi ng precious space on
some of the most val uable land in the
United States, and yet pay nothing for
t hat space or for the negative
externalities that my vehicle creates
for others.

Now, this plan does not ban cars
fromthe Central Business District.

It merely asks themto pay their fair
share, nmyself included.

Wth the econom c tragedy that
comes in mnd, it's no wonder that
we're now in a moment of crisis in a
degraded public realm Congestion
pricing must be inplemented quickly
and efficiently as possible,

m nim zing exenptions, as much as
possi bl e as well.

Thank you for your tinme.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Li Lin,
foll owed by Sha Bhuiyan.

Our next speaker i s Sha Bhuiyan,
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foll owed by Christine Kranmer.

Our next speaker is Christine
Kramer, followed by WIlliamRitziu.

Our next speaker is WIIliam
Ritziu, followed by Johansen
Concepci on.

Our next speaker is Johansen
Concepcion, followed by Jean Hahn.

Our next speaker is Jean Hahn,
foll owed by Ricardo Pacheco.

Our next speaker is Ricardo
Pacheco, followed by Fran Ni eman.

Our next speaker is Fran Ni eman,
foll owed by Mamadou Di al | o.

Our next speaker is Mamadou
Diallo, followed by Gordon Lee.

MAMADOU DI ALLGC: Hell o t here.
Can you guys hear me?

MR. WOIJNAR: Yes, we can.

MAMADOU DI ALLO: Thanks for
picking up my call, | really
appreciate it. Can you guys hear nme
because | can't really hear?

MR. WOIJNAR: We can hear you.

Pl ease proceed.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent
Publ i c Hearing
August 29, 2022
233

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

MAMADOU DI ALLO: Okay. Okay so
you guys talk about this is -- let me
go ahead and start this. If it's
about em ssions, we have electric cars
comng up. Most cars (sic) agree to
buy -- | nmean to build new cars so
this is nothing but a nmoney grab.

You know, this is America, not a
communi st country. So we should have
this on a ballot so citizen group go
ahead and vote for it. Once again,
this is nothing but a noney grab.

Why don't we have a diverse
panel ? Your panel is nothing but one
single-body unit -- this is nothing
but a noney grab.

New York City should wake up, we

shoul d wake up. We should have this

on a ballot. Let us vote for it.
Don't have this little sneaky -- this
I's nothing but a -- service. Once

again, this is nothing but a noney
grab. You guys shoul d wake up, wake
up.

The majority of New York City

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent
Publ i c Hearing
August 29, 2022
234

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

resi dents does not make the nmoney that
you guys make. |f this goes through,
all of you guys on the panel,
especially those that work for the
MTA, your income would shoot up,

ri ght, you guys are going to have
those little bonuses. Most people
don't qualify for bonus. W don't get
no bonus.

You know, so cab drivers should
not be paying for this. This is
| udi crous. This is nothing but a
money grab. You guys should wake up,
stop all this little lip service.
Thi s panel that you guys have it's
just nothing but |ip service. Once
again, this is nothing but a noney
grab. Stop this illusion.

Most of these buildings pollute
nore. You guys made it so conjected,
cut up all the street, cancel all the
par ki ng spot because all these little
restaurant want to eat outside.
That's crazy. That's what's causing

all this traffic because everyone want
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to eat outside. I'mfine with that,
but you have to understand it too. |If
you have all this parking occupi ed by
restaurants yet, restaurant is already
payi ng rent to have indoor dining now
decide to go outdoor dining, that's
you guys fault. But once again, this
I's nothing but a noney grab. You guys
shoul d wake up, please.

Let's be adults here, right.
Stop the trick. Put this on a ball ot
so people could go and vote for it,
all right. People should vote for it,
not politicians spent mllions of
dol | ars because of whatever issue
they're going through.

Once again, this is nothing but
a noney grab. Stop it. Stop it now.
We're not in Europe, we're in Anmerica,
all right. This is an econony -- this
is a capitalist country.

MR. WOIJNAR: Pl ease concl ude
your remarKks.

MAMADOU DI ALLO:  Thank you.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.
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Our next speaker is Gordon Lee,
foll owed by Sherlly A.

Our next speaker is Sherlly A,
foll owed by Dawn Bel otti.

Our next speaker is Dawn
Bel otti, followed by Elie Chiha.

Our next speaker is Elie Chiha,
foll owed by Alex Gellert.

Our next speaker is Al ex
Gellert, followed by Joseph Verebes.

Al ex, you m ght be on nute.

ALEX GELLERT: There we go, hi.

Il will keep this brief. Thank
you for the time. You know, | think
the issue for me has been brought up a
couple tinmes already but 1"
reiterate it. | live in Manhattan. |
pay taxes to the New York City, New
York State and federal taxes. | am a
fairly high-taxed individual and |
live on 69th Street and if | need to,
want to, have to take ny car bel ow,
whet her that's for a business purpose
or because |I'mtraveling out of town

t hrough the zone, | amvery, very
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uncl ear what the cost will be, what
the inplications are to that.

So it's not so much a statenment,
as a plea for clarity, you are a
Manhattan resi dent who i s paying
t axes, are you going to be charged;
when are you going to be charged; what
are the specifics, what are possible
exenptions. | know, for exanple, we
get tax back when you park a car in
the garage in the city so there's sone
acknowl edgement of being a resident
then, | think there should be
acknowl edgnment of being a resident in
this situation as well.

So | understand the need to
| essen congestion, | understand the
need for the environment but | also
don't think the people here should be
penalized. It would be one of the few
cities, if not the only city in the
worl d, where a resident is treated
equal ly or potentially arguably worse
t han people who conme into their town

from out of town. Go to
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pi ck-your-town Chicago, pick-your-town
M am , pick-your-town Kansas City,
peopl e who go in and out of those
towns are not penalized for living
there. They're actually given some
benefit and | think we should have the
same. So that's really it. Thank you
very much, | appreciate the tine.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Joseph
Ver ebes, followed by Ingrid W egand.

Our next speaker is Ingrid
W egand, followed by James Corter.

Our next speaker is Janes
Corter, followed by Matthew Quezada.

Our next speaker, the 200th
person to sign up, is Matthew Quezada,
foll owed by Sean Geoghan.

Our next speaker is Sean
Geoghan, followed by Stuart Meissner.

SEAN GEOGHAN: Hi . Good
afternoon. Can you hear me?

MR. WOIJNAR: Yes, we can.

SEAN GEOGHAN: Great . Good

afternoon. M name is Sean Geoghan.
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| am a resident of |nwood. | work in
the Central Business District. | also
grew up in the Central Business
District and | am here today in
support of congestion pricing.

Many of the recent panelists
have spoken about the historica
nature of traffic in New York City.
And | want to rem nd everyone that
this is the 1970s in New York City.

We have had traffic in New York City
for a very long time. To bl ane
traffic in New York City on new things
t hat have come to traffic or to
streets in New York, like bicycles or

| i ke outdoor dining, is not sufficient
because we have been dealing with
traffic for a long tinme.

Many ot her paneli sts,
specifically fromthe outer boroughs
just as well as from New Jersey, had
spoken a great deal about their
constituents that drive into the city
and they are advocating on behal f of

t hose constituents who drive into the
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city. However -- so this data is
from Uday Schultz by way of the New
York Metropolitan Council. This shows
t he number of entries into the Central
Busi ness District by tunnel or by
entry way during the a.m rush hour.

As we can see here through both
the Lincoln and the Holland Tunnel,
many nmore of those entries happen by
way of bus as opposed to by way of a
private car.

So as a result, | am here today
I n support of congestion pricing to
encourage nore fol ks to take buses, to
take public transit and to reduce the
congestion that has historically
existed in the Central Business
District and in New York City.

As many ot her speakers have
mentioned, we've seen a great increase
i n pedestrian deaths across the city.
We' ve seen a great increase in the
number of cars that's in the city
post-Covid and it's very, very

| mportant that we address this in
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order to decrease the number of
pedestrian deaths that we have in the
city, as well as to address the
environmental inmpacts of those both
inside the city and outside of the
Central Business District.

Finally, | want to highlight a
coupl e of other things that have been
said. One is that driving a car is
I ndeed a choice that many people can
make. You can choose to drive a car
or you can choose to take mass
transit. You can choose to drive a
car or you can choose to take the bus
or subway. However, many ot her
speakers have also noted that there is
not specific clarity fromthe MIA, the
city or the state on how these funds
will be used in order to inprove
transit deserts, to make headways
smal l er and to make sure there is
better and nmore accessi ble public
transit for those drivers who woul dn't
be the nobst inpacted by congestion

pricing. | hope that there is

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 29, 2022
242

addi tional research done and that al
of these funds are used in order to
| mprove transit and i nprove service
rat her than to not.

That's my time. Thank you all
very much and have a great day.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Stuart
Mei ssner, followed by Concerned New
Yor ker .

Our next speaker is Concerned
New Yor ker followed by Joseph Toronto.

Concerned New Yorker, you may be
on mute. We can't hear you.

CONCERNED NEW YORKER: | am an
el derly disabled senior citizen.
cannot use the fast paced subway. |
have a di sabled tag hanging from a
mrror. The disabled tags were not
i ncluded in exemptions and they should
be.

Financial mtigation measures
are unacceptabl e because they do not
hel p people who make so little, that

the credit amount woul d exceed the
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amount of taxes paid; so the credit
woul d be of no benefit. Your plan has
shown no consideration for the

el derly, the immunoconprom sed, sick,
el derly, the business owners in the
district who will be adversely

I mpacted, the suburbanites who you
wi Il harm

COVID is not over. There is a
new vaccine for the sub-variant.
COVI D requires social distancing.
Packi ng peopl e together |ike sardines
in the subway will spread COVID and
any other viruses.

Per your own presentation, the
pl an shifts congestion el sewhere. Any
potential benefit will be negated by
the adverse effects. You state that
I n your objective is a price grab to
fund 15 billion dollars for capital
projects for the MIA Capital Program
You do not enphasize adverse effects
I ncluding the increased traffic
west bound Long |sland Expressway near

t he Queens M dtown Tunnel .
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Today a teenager |ost his arm on
t he subway. The subway is unsafe and
maki ng car drivers pay for mass
transit services they do not receive,
it is theft of money from hardwor ki ng
everyday citizens, by giving
preferential financial treatment for
mass transit users. You should not
puni sh drivers to unfairly subsidize
New York's mass transit and take food
out of people's nouths.

| *'m opposed to congestion
pricing. It will hurt the environment
where there are adverse effects when
congestion is shifted. |'m suggesting
t hat those opposed use hasht ag
#nocongestionpricing on Twitter and
t hat congestion pricing be brought to
a vote.

Thank you.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Joseph
Toronto, followed by Kevin Curran.

JOSEPH TORONTO: Hell o.

MR. WOINAR: Hello. Please
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proceed.

JOSEPH TORONTO: Okay. So while
| ' m agai nst congestion pricing in
general, this appears to be a forgone
conclusion. So I'm going to waste ny
breat h maki ng that argunment. | nst ead
|*"'m going to argue as to what | would
feel is a fair implementation.

My argunment is on behalf of ny
community of Staten |Island that has
the worse public transit in the city.
Our choices are a ferry, that for much
of the island is only accessible by a
train that runs only every 30 m nutes.
That ferry service also due to
m smanagenent by the DOT, is currently
in crisis and is only running hourly
service at randomintervals. Our
ot her choice is an express bus that
costs commuters $14 a day and is
subject to random cancel ations and is
over burdened due to ridership at peak
and often beyond off-peak hours.

Anyone who is trying to catch a

SIMLC south of Canal Street and is
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passed by because a bus can't accept
any more passengers, understands as
well. This is at 10 p.m on a Tuesday
that this occurs.

Additionally, the 2018 Express
Bus redesign, was just a service cut
I n disguise. No neaningful investnment
in the public transit system here has
been done since the 1970s. My
husband, who is a nurse on the Upper
East Side, sonetimes faces a two-hour
commute home. The same commute by car
I's between thirty-five and forty-five
m nut es.

So while Staten Islanders do use
public transit, for the above reasons
many of us do rely on cars. OQur
situation is unique in that we have
al ready had been paying our own form
of congestion pricing in the form of
the Verrazzano Bridge, in which 417
mllion dollars of our money each year
goes to subsidizing a subway that we
don't have access to. Now, we're

faced with the prospect of not only
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having to pay that toll, but an

addi tional one to enter Manhattan; as
much as $20 in some proposals and then
another to come back honme.

A credit for the Verrazzano
Bridge toll applied towards the CBD
Toll for anyone with a Staten |sl and
Resi dent Program on their E-ZPass
account, would not only be fair but
woul d al so help ease the pain this
program wi || cause.

As a side note, |'malso anmused
by car-owni ng Manhattanites in the
Central Business District who are
stunned by the prospect of having to
pay a toll to return to their homes.
And all | can say to those callers is,
join the club.

What are we prom sed in return?
Absol ut el y not hi ng. In fact, the only
time you hear Staten |Island mentioned
in the study is in reference to how
It's going drastically increase
traffic here.

| would Iike to hear some pl an
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to better connect us to the rest of
the city, whether with additional
ferry termnals in different parts of
the island or God forbid finish the
subway that was started in 1930 and it
shoul d have been | ong since conpl eted,
I nstead of spending that same anount
of money extending lives a few stops
in already transit rich Manhattan. |
feel it's unfair.

I f you want us out of our cars.
You have to give us something. You
know, you're putting the cart before
t he horse.

And |'m out of time, that's ny
opinion on it. Thank you.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Kevin
Curran, followed by Sam Farrouq.

Our next speaker is Sam Farrouq,
foll owed by Robin Feuer.

Our next speaker i s Robin Feuer,
foll owed by Damaris Feliciano.

Our next speaker is Damaris

Feliciano, followed by Xcpher
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Cal abrese.

Our next speaker is Xcpher
Cal abrese, followed by Bernardo
Cel eri no.

Our next speaker is Bernardo
Cel erino, followed by Christopher

Kol ba.

Our next speaker is Christopher

Kol ba, followed by Paul Wi ssman.

Our next speaker, the 211th to
sign up to speak, is Paul Weissman,
foll owed by Daniel Pizarro.

MR. WOJNAR: Paul , you're on

Paul, we can't hear you. You' |

have to unnute yourself.

PAUL WEI SSMAN: Hello. Can you

hear me?

VR. WOJNAR: Yes, we can.

PAUL WEI SSMAN: Hi . My name is

Paul Wei ssman. |''m 75 years-old and
l*ve lived ny entire |life and taught

on the Lower East Si de.

| gave up my car in 2019 because

of traffic. However, there are
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aspects of this plan that are very
di sturbing. As you know, 1lst Avenue,
you have the VA, Bell evue, NYU. | f
you have to go to the emergency room
| ate at night, how are those hospitals
going to conpete with say, New York
Presbyterian on 70th Street for
qualified -- highly qualified nurses,
doctors and orderlies, particularly
the nurses and the orderlies, when, as
you know to get -- if you can't use
your car |ate at night you woul d have
to wait for the 1st Avenue or 2nd
Avenue bus maybe running once every
hal f hour and then transfer at 23rd
Street or 34th Street to get to the
subways. The hospitals will never
conpete and this is a health problem
This is a real health problem

You say things are easy. | like
to travel with ny wife. Getting to an
airport, | don't think I'm going to be
able to get the car services or taxis
that | was able to do -- to get to an

airport. And if you have to make a
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7:00 a.m flight, you have to be there
at 5:00 a.m, which to take a bus and

a subway, would nean | eaving at maybe

3: 30, perhaps, in the norning.

And ot her people who pets, if
there's an emergency on the Lower East
Side with your pet |ate at night, how,
I f we do not have taxis and car
services get up to the AMC, the Ani mal
Medi cal Center just outside the zone.

| think we will not be served
well in this zone by livery or taxis.
There are two services down here that
I know of, New day and Del ancey.

Their drivers will have to pay $23 a
day to cone in before they work. They
don't make that nuch noney and it wil
cost them over $6,000 a year.

And again the hospital situation
Is terrifying at night and | don't
know how NYU will conpete with
Col unbi a Presbyterian. And | would
| i ke people |like the Open Plans woman
who spoke say everyone, this is going

to benefit everyone. Let her speak
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for herself.

| thank you for this
opportunity.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Dani el
Pi zarro, followed by Gazmend Berdynaj.

Our next speaker is Gazmend
Berdynaj .

Our next speaker is Gaznmend
Berdynaj, followed by Donna Meyers.

Our next speaker is Donna
Meyers, followed by Amanda Levi ne.

Our next speaker is Amanda
Levine, followed by Donna Orr.

Our next speaker is Donna Orr,
foll owed by Galina Kam nker.

MR. WOIJNAR: Donna, go ahead.

DONNA ORR: Hi. | am a Bronx
resident and in |less than a year
will be a -- (technical difficulties)
spoke -- against the mddle class tax.

When this plan unveils traffic
closed and traffic in the Bronx, which
| can attest to (technical

difficulties) increase exponentially.
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And that is one of the main reasons
why traffic is at an all-time high and
as a result increase accidents, but I
don't hear anyone saying that.

l*"mworried if this proposed
pl an goes through that it will create
a system of haves and have not. M
nom was di agnosed with cancer and even
her oncol ogist in the Bronx referred
her to Manhattan saying the best
doctors were there. We chose NYU
Langone on 34th Street.

During her three-year cancer
journey, she was often admtted for
weeks or months at a time. And I'm
just thinking about nyself being -- |
heard people talk about driving being
a |luxury but you know what for nme
having it, being a caregiver, and also
wor king daily, it wasn't for ne.

| had to depend on having ny
car. So | would pay for parking and
now t his congestion pricing, | just
don't know. That would be an

addi ti onal $23 on top of that.
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| would hate for us to create a
system or a situation where people

woul d say, hey, can | go visit ny

parent today, can | afford it. | just

wanted to bring that up. | really
did. We don't want to close off
heal t hcare to the outer boroughs,
supposedly the best in healthcare.

Did you guys get any of that?

MR. WOJNAR: Yes. Thank you.

DONNA ORR: Yeah? All right so
the clock stopped, am | done?

MR. WOIJNAR: You have 30
seconds.

DONNA ORR: | have 30 seconds,
okay.

| just want to say also that 20
percent of New Yorkers are African
American and being on this recording
since 1: 00 and it's now 5:16, | don't
see where you have reached out to
20 percent of New YorKkers.

So maybe in the future noving
forward, you can put in other efforts

to do. | just wanted to add that so
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t hat we can get everyone's voice.
Thank you.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Galina
Kam nker to be followed by Ingrid
W egand.

GALI NA KAM NKER: Can you hear

MR. WOJNAR: Yes, we can.

GALI NA KAM NKER: My nane is
Gal i na Kam nker and |I'm here to speak
on behalf of the yellow taxi industry.

" m not sure if you're aware or
I f you know but the taxi industry was
| i censed by New York City. W -- it's
about -- total is today 113, 500. | t
doesn't mean that all of us are
actually on the road.

Before getting the license, we
had to pay -- right now average every
medal | i on owner is close to 7 or
$800, 000 but besides that we've
contributing to MIA. Since 2009, 50
cents per ride and then it was

increased to $2.50 in 20109. We' ve
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contri buted billions of dollars to the
MTA wi t hout any exemption. Like other
FHV entities, they've been not paying

| i ke we did even though they think

t hey are.

And | just want to underline,
when we purchased our |icense, the
city made -- congestion pricing,
congestion, environmental inpact to
the city and that's why we've been
servicing New York City. Another way
of transportation, of traffic. I
think it's by locals to New York
City -- considered to be another way
of transportation |ike MIA has buses
and trains, and none of this has been
consi der ed.

Nobody will -- we are very close
-- 13,000 cabbies, yellow taxis, we
have nobody to speak up in our behalf,
we do it ourself. I did it now
because | feel if | don't speak up, ny
famly is going to be out on the
street. Because right now, we owe

about 600, 000 dollars to the banks
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because we out that | oan to purchase
that medallion -- pay our fair share
to the MTA. Been doing it, it's not
| i ke others |ike the other FHVs,
there's |like 140,000 in the streets.
There was no congestion pricing
nor environmental on that. But t hey
have mllions and billions and dollars
with their compani es and we
don't because we are inmm grants.
Again, it's our city and if you're
going to surcharge on us -- like we've
spoken to other people, you know,
cabbies were driving into the city
with $0, who is going to pay that
money.
| think all of the -- into
consi deration. W already pay |ike
billion dollars on top of 750 mllion
dollars, all of this. And you're
going to kill 13,000 medallion
hol ders, putting their famlies on the
streets. Plus we're going to stop
servi cing New Yorkers who depend, |iKke

el derly people, disabled people who
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cannot use bus, who cannot use trains.

Not because they don't want to,

because they cannot, they're disabl ed.
MR. WOINAR: Pl ease concl ude

your remarKks.

GALI NA KAM NKER: | guess you
have -- New York yellow taxis, you're
going to kill us. You're going to
kill 13 -- you're going to have 13,000

famlies on the street.

MR. WOINAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Ingrid
W egand, followed by Mohamad Hossen.

I ngrid, be sure to unnute
yoursel f and you may proceed.

| NGRI D W EGAND: Al'l right.

MR. WOIJNAR: We can hear you.
Go ahead.

| NGRID WEGAND: |'m here to
speak for congestion pricing, a
program whose time has come and not
gone.

VWhen |'m parking my car in the
m ddl e of Soho, | always wonder why

you're letting nme do that. | * m not
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handi capped. There are half a dozen
alternatives that get me wherever |
want to go. There are a half a
dozen -- if the city's flawed, but
neverthel ess wonderful, MIA system
won't take me there, |'ve got all

ki nds of people with cars who are

conpeting to pick me up and transport

me.
It costs nmore per trip, but

let's face it. It costs a lot nmore to

own a car. |'ll admt that none of

the alternatives are as wonderful as
jumping in my car a block from where |
live, but then | chose to live in the
heart of one of the premere cities in
the world and one of the congested.

So when | junmp in my own car,
" m not just adding to the congestion
of the streets, |I'madding to the
pollution of the air we breathe and
shortening my and everyone else's
life.

So let's get with the program
MTA and DOQOT. Make all the exceptions
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t hat you need and there will be many.
Start congestion pricing and clean the
air and make some nmoney for all the

t hi ngs we need for what you should
have done over ten years ago. Thank
you.

MR. WOIJNAR: Our next speaker is
Mohanmmad Hossen, followed by Donna
Meyers.

Our next speaker i s Donna
Meyers, followed by Paul Wang.

DONNA MEYERS: Okay. | ' ve j ust
unmut ed.

MR. WOIJNAR: Yes, we can hear
you.

DONNA MEYERS: This is Donna
Meyers. | wanted to say it seens to
me the people who are in favor of
congestion pricing are those people
who don't own cars, who can ride a
bi ke or who can walk for mles in the
city. But what about the rest of us?
Is their attitude to hell with you?

|*ve been a Iife-1ong New Yorker

and |'ve been living in Lower
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Manhattan for 30 years. | own a car.
| would like to be able to get around.
| don't commute to work any | onger.
l"mretired.

| think everyone understands
that it's the very decisions made by
city officials that have created the
congestion problem That's the irony
of the situation.

When you take away m | es and
m |l es of car |anes to accommodate
bi cyclists and you redesign streets
for pedestrian plazas, what did you
t hi nk would be the result? It doesn't
take a rocket scientist.

Well, I'"m here to propose an
al ternate noneymaki ng scheme for the
MTA. As a pedestrian, | fear
bi cyclists way nore than drivers
because bicyclists break every traffic
|l aw in the book every m nute of every
day and are not held account abl e. I
can't even count how many of ny |oved
ones, neighbors and friends have been

physically hurt, even critically hurt,

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 29, 2022

262

by bicyclists. | even fair for ny
life wal king on the sidewal k because
apparently it's perfectly okay for

bi cyclists, including e-bikes and
e-scooters, to zoom along the

si dewal ks as well. Why hasn't this
probl em been addressed?

So how about requiring |licenses
for bicyclists, as well as issuing
tickets to every bicyclist who breaks
the law. The MIA stands to have a
wi ndfall as a result.

Finally, | agree with a previous
speaker who asked for clarification
regardi ng Manhattan residents who own
cars. That would be very hel pful and
| certainly would expect acconmodati on
for us. Thank you.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Paul Wang,
foll owed by M ke Freeman.

MR. WOIJNAR: QOur next speaker,
the 220th to sign up, is Mke Freeman,
foll owed by Robbee Fi an.

M KE FREEMAN: Can you hear nme?
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MR. WOJNAR: Yes, we can.

M KE FREEMAN: ' m M ke Freeman.
'"'ma musician and | have been a
resident of Hell's Kitchen for 40
years. | depend on my car to
transport a |l arge nusical instrunment
to and fromgigs in order to worKk.

It's very frustrating for me to
hear people tal k about how nmuch nmoney
car owners supposedly make.

If you build it, they will cone.
A | arge part of the traffic congestion
problems on the west side of Manhattan
are the direct result of massive
overdevel opment. About 200 high-rise
bui | di ngs have gone up around the
Hel l's Kitchen nei ghborhood.

When this was happening, there
was no restraints, thoughts or tal k of
the greater good of the community.

The environmental inpact of
overbuilding in Hell's Kitchen is
wel | -known to the people who Iived
t hrough the noise, pollution, added

traffic, bad air quality directly

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 29, 2022
264

related to construction when these
bui | di ngs were going up one after
anot her .

| nst ead of charging residents
who have lived in the neighborhood for
decades before this devel opment, |
suggest congestion pricing and funding
for the MIA should be paid for by
devel opers. They're the ones who
created the problemwi th heavy traffic
congestion and who have profited
greatly fromit.

Long-time residents should not
be on the hook for a problemthey did
not create. |'m against congestion
pricing and have made these points at
public meetings and emails to el ected
officials prior to the pandem c.

Congestion pricing will have a
huge negative impact on nmusicians in
the entertai nment capitol of the
wor |l d, especially those who live in
t he congestion zone after a very
difficult past few years in the

I ndustry. Thank you.
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MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you. Our
next speaker is Robbee Fian, followed
by Kevin Sachs.

Our next speaker is Kevin Sachs,
foll owed by Clare Henry.

Our next speaker is Clare Henry,
foll owed by Adrienne Sosin.

CLARE HENRY: Am | the next
panel i st?

MR. WOINAR: Clare, you may
proceed.

Clare, we can hear you. You may
proceed.

CLARE HENRY: Okay. Thank you.

Hi . I live in Brooklyn, New
York. And | think no matter what we
say, this congestion pricing is going
to pass in any event.

But if it does, | think the
weekends should be exempt from any
surcharge for all cars, except
commer ci al trucks. | say this because
nost people are off on the weekends
and |I'm thinking of all the

grandnot hers, the grandfathers, the
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not hers, the fathers, the aunts, the

uncl es, the cousins, the neighbors or
friends that -- who live in Manhattan
and get weekend visits fromtheir

fam lies or friends, especially those
that live al one who need supplies or

assi stance and conpani onshi p.

The congestion pricing
surcharges will cause less visits to
the | oved ones or friends, thereby
causi ng depression and | oneli ness.
This will be Iikely a continuous
pandem c-1i ke | ockdown, especially for
the elderly who Iive in the city and
| ook forward to famly or friends’
visits that bring both much-needed
supplies and conpanionship to them

Just to let you know, this does
not pertain to nme. "' m just thinking
of the people who live in New YorKk.
And why don't you leave it to the
voters to decide instead of
I mpl ementing the tax surcharge?

Thank you.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.
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Our next speaker is Adrienne
Sosin, followed by Peter Reiter.

ADRI ENNE SOSI N: Hel | o.

MR. WOINAR: We can hear you.

Pl ease proceed.

ADRI ENNE SOSI N: Okay. Thank
you. My name is Adrienne Sosin. | am
calling in because | am opposed to the
unfair implementation of congestion
pricing for residents.

| feel it is discrimnatory. |
l'ive in Manhattan bel ow 60th Street
and anywhere | drive out of the
Central Business District or wherever,
| must return hone. | have no choice.
That's because | live there. And
congestion pricing wthout exenptions
or rebates, is what | consider an
unfair discrimnatory taxation. And
resi dents of Manhattan are being
treated i nequitably, those above 60th
Street are being exenpted fromthis
t ax.

| feel that this could becone

anot her cause for m ddl e-cl ass
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di spl acement in Manhattan and it has
been all too much of -- | agree with

t he woman who spoke earlier about it
being a problem of overdevel opment and
creating the congestion.

We do garage our car and our
garage nont hly paynment has an
appropriate resident tax abatenent,
but congestion pricing with a $60, 000
annual Iimt is too |ow. Even for
people on a fixed income living in
Manhattan, the costs are just that
great. | think an exenption or a
rebate for residents would be nore
just and people in particular, seniors
or the disabled or elderly residents
with mobility issues.

| have experienced the
pedestrian dangers of bicycles on the
sidewal k and | do think that there is
a great need to make the MTA
responsi ble for escal ators and
el evators that are now very
undependabl e.

We share a car to save noney and
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-- residents who need a car.

So, | think that if we are
| ooking at this plan, take all these
notes and please revise this plan to
make residents exenpt.

Thank you.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Peter
Reiter, followed by David Il Kku.

PETER REI TER: (Technica
difficulties.) -- to go to my doctor
or visit any menmber of ny famly. |
am not going into the business
district. | amleaving the city and |
shoul dn't be paying a congestion tax.

| also have famly living in New
Jersey. If | want to go to the
Li ncol n Tunnel and | take the West
Side Hi ghway down to 42nd Street --

(Technical difficulties.)

MR. WOINAR: We'll come back to
Peter.

Our next speaker is David Il ku,
foll owed by S-A O W ki nson.

Our next speaker is S-A O
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W | ki nson, followed by MB Rogers.
Our next speaker is MB Rogers,
foll owed by Steve Azor.
MB make sure to take yourself
off mute before you proceed.

MB ROGERS: Hell o. Can you hear

MR. WOJNAR: Yes, we can.

MB ROGERS: |*'m very opposed to
the way that these public hearings are
bei ng conducted that require internet.
That is a problemfor a large majority
of New York City residents.

| also feel that the congestion
pricing is affecting aging people,
people with disabilities and the
m ddl e-i ncome people, nmore than the
peopl e who cause the congesti on.

When Vision Zero started under
Bl oomberg foll owed by de Bl asio and
conti nued by Adans, you have created
an outrageous problemin New York
City. And there has been nothing in
50 years of MTIA management to expand

public transportation throughout the
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boroughs into areas that still have no
service in 50 years that |I've lived
here, okay.

This is a big problem I
woul dn't trust you with my noney
again. All the executives in MIA and
DOT should be required to take public
transportation. No |inos, no taxis,
no cars and then they would have to
make it better so that they would have
a decent ride to work.

It's outrageous that you want to
charge residents to go from one part
of the city to another. W are all
New York City residents.

The devel opers that pay very
nom nal amounts get a | ot of profit
and the people who then come in and do
not live in those apartments, they buy
them as a money | aundering effort,

t hose people are not taxed. They pay
a one time property tax that's not
even commensurate with the price of
their apartnment -- really. \When you

t hi nk about it because they do not pay
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sales tax on a regular basis. They
don't contribute to all the
transportation.

I nstead of elimnating 23 stops
in Jackson Heights, why aren't you
addi ng stops? | no |longer can take
the Q66. You elim nated 23 stops, al
I mportant busi nesses and medi cal
offices. And now | would have to walk
four bl ocks and not including the
bl ock from Northern Boulevard to ny
apartment, okay, to get to where a bus
stop used to be.

New York was fanopus for every
two bl ocks was a bus stop and every
ten blocks with a subway station. It
shoul d have been expanded in 50 years.
What have you been doing? Nothing.
You didn't even maintain the bridges
t hat we al ready have. You pocketed
the noney and elim nated the workers
who woul d keep the subways cl ean and
safe. You got rid of all the token
boot hs, where we at | east had somebody

to go to in an emergency. Now we have
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not hi ng.

MR. WOJNAR: Pl ease concl ude
your remarKks.

MB ROGERS: I*'m concl udi ng.
It's disgusting.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Steve Azor,
foll owed by Jess Gonzal .

STEVE AZOR: Hi. Good evening.
Thank you for having me show up again.
|*'m not going to try to make a pl ea
for not putting this tax, which is
what it really is, the tax on the
peopl e of New YorKk. ' m going to
pretty much just say that it's another
money grab and if you're going to grab
t he noney then everybody shoul d have
to donate. Everybody, period, should
have to because we all are part of the
city and make the city go and use the
transportation in some way, whether
It's the DOT or the MTA.

So what we should do? There's a
couple of things that | think we

should do. First of all, you have to
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edit -- excuse nme. You have to audit
the MIA. They need to be audited to
find out where all this money is
going. MIllions of dollars was
al ready given fromthis congestion
pricing tax and has already been
all ocated and given to them for years.
Where is that nmoney? |It's not really
bei ng spoken about.

Anot her thing that we need to do
Is get rid of all parking passes. A
| ot of people, probably people that's
sitting on the panel right now, they
get to park in the city for free. So
t hey don't worry about that $30 or $40
or $50 parking fee -- if you even find
iIt. They get parking passes. | even
heard the mayor say somet hi ng about
they were going to try to elimnate 30
or 40,000 of the parking vouchers. So
t hat means that there's more than 30
or 40,000 parking passes and you're
just going to try to get rid of sone.

No par ki ng passes for anyone,

teachers, nurses, police officers,
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definitely people on the city council,
nobody gets a parking pass. You cone
to the city, cone to the city |iKke
everybody el se. No one is nore

I mportant than anyone el se.

Anot her way you can make sone
money on this is, bring back the
muni ci pal parking in the outer
boroughs. 1'min a two-fare zone. |
need to take nmy car to the parking | ot
into Long Island City, jump on the
train and then go up and down the city
like I want to. But after that, those
parking lots, those municipal parking
| ots, those public parking |lots are
now condom ni unms, CcO-0pPS or just
buil di ng luxury and office buil dings.

How do those people get into
t hose buildings? Do they all drive --
| mean, do they all take the train?
No, they take Ubers, they take private
cars, they take a lot of things too in
and out of the city.

Shut down, you get rid of a

three-story building and you put up a
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30-story building and you think
there's not going to be any
congesti on.

| know |I'm going to get booed
for this but, | don't hear them
tal king about raising the train fare.
| mean, you're talking about the
train, the train, the train, put a
gquarter on it.

Lastly, you know what's really
free, voting. This November, make
sure you vote, vote, vote. It's free,
get these people out of here. Bye.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you. As a
rem nder if you have joined the zoom
under a name different fromthe one
you used when you signed up to speak
or you did not sign up to speak but
woul d |i ke to, please identify
yourself in the Q&A function.

Our next speaker is Jess Gonzal,
foll owed by David Lat ham

Our next speaker is David
Lat ham foll owed by Al ec Soybel.

Our next speaker is Alec Soybel,
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soy foll owed by Anonymous Speaker 1.
ALEC SOYBEL: Good afternoon.
Coul d you hear me, please?
MR. WOINAR: We can hear you.
Pl ease proceed.
ALEC SOYBEL: Okay. My name is
Al ec Soybel. And first off, | would
li ke to thank you. |[|'mvery satisfied
with the public transportati on because
| use subway and buses each day. But
| would like to talk about exenmptions
for yellow taxis from MIA price tax.
As yellow taxis overly paid MIA
tax since 2009 and currently paid
$1, 750, 000, 000 to MTA. | repeat,
$1, 750, 000, 000 from 2009. In
addition, the yellow taxis bought very
expensi ve taxi medallions and help
city econony.
| myself bought mni fleet for
$690, 000 and from credit union and |
still owe $400, 000 to pay back credit
union and it's very expensive for ne.
| still need to pay nmy loan, it's very

big | oan.
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In addition, | would like to
claimthat Uber and Lyft contri buted
to congestion and should pay MIA
congestion tax. There are currently
96, 000 Uber and Lyft cars in Manhattan
and there are also 13,000 yell ow taxis
and there are not too many yell ow
taxis like Uber. And | make -- | | ook
at statistics at TLC, Taxi Linmousine
Comm ssion, and | found that in the
busi ness district, Central Business
District, each day there are about
250, 000 Uber cars each day -- they
make trips, 250,000 trips, each day in
Central Business District.

Yel l ow taxis make 100, 000 tri ps
in Central Business District but
busi ness district, Central Business
District, is the main place where
yellow taxis do their business for 85
years and they have no other place to
do our business. And we do our
busi ness by people hail, by hands, to
yell ow taxis and we take them

I n addition, we al so have
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wheel chair accessible cars and all ow
people to take themto different
| ocations. And | would also like to
address that Uber and Lyft and share a
ride, they pay 75 cents instead of
$2.75. So in July, they make 800
trips with shared ride, and they only
pay 75 cents. But they -- only one
person was is in the car. They take
advant age of this --

MR. WOJNAR: Pl ease concl ude
your remarKks.

ALEC SOYBEL: So l'd like to
t hank you for your job, and | would
| i ke pl ease excuse yell ow taxis'
medal | i ons.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

ALEC SOYBEL: -- fromthis tax
because - -

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Anonynous
Speaker 1, followed by Jimmy Singh.

ANONYMOUS SPEAKER 1: Hel | o.
Can you hear nme?

MR. WOIJNAR: Yes, please
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proceed.

ANONYMOUS SPEAKER 1: Okay.
Hel | o. |*ma Brooklyn citizen and in
my younger years, | relied on buses
and trains everyday. Now, |'m an
adult and a caretaker, |like so many
ot hers that have spoken. And | agree
where we're being told we have a
choice. \Whether we drive our own
vehicles or take a cab, when we're
caretakers we can't be on a
not orcycle. We have to rely on a
vehicle, whether it's our own or
public transportation.

| haven't used public
transportation in five years and |
will not until the remai nder of ny
life. | have no problem contributing
to a programthat was there for ne
during nmy school years and enpl oynent
years.

| understand air quality. I
vol unteer for New York City Park and
Rec. There are methods through New

York City Parks and Recreation
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Depart ment that we can address air
guality now and |I'm not sure if this
has happened, but why aren't we

I nvol ving New York City Parks and Rec
and borough presidents for | and-use

| deas to improve air quality right now
and start inmplementing those things
now.

| understand congestion, | do.
But | find it hard to believe that
with every single government agency
that's involved, that the only resolve
for paying for public transportation
and reduci ng congestion is a toll.

And | agree this process does not feel
denocratic at all and approving this
swiftly, it makes it even nore so.

So | can only hope that there is
no dire emergency to put this plan in
pl ace, that we can have nore time to
di scuss this and renove this | anguage
of accusing each other as citizens.

And our governnment officials, we
put you in place and we have this

trust that you can do right by us, but
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then we need further discussions.
This is not something that can just be
I mpl emented just because we have been
t hi nki ng about it for decades. It
hasn't been put in place because it's
not perfect and -- discuss what can
make it close to perfect. Thank you.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Jimy Singh,
foll owed by Sudeep Uprety.

Our next speaker is Sudeep
Uprety, followed by LD.

Our next speaker is LD, foll owed
by Gui do Hartray.

LD: Can you hear ne?

MR. WOIJNAR: Yes, we can.

LD: Your proposed financi al
m tigation measures to those making
| ess than $60, 000, are unacceptable
because they do not help people who
make so little, that the credit anmount
woul d be greater than the taxes paid.
The credit, therefore, would be no
benefit.

There needs to be anot her
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financial mtigation measure,
particularly for those who are so
poor, who pay no taxes. The credit
won't help them

Li stening, | have heard the
adverse effects on healthcare workers,
entertai nment industry, the increased
cost that will result living in the
district, the increased cost to the
el derly, the disabled, the
I munoconmprom sed, the livery
i ndustry, the adverse effect of
congestion at the Queens M dtown
Tunnel, the Hugh Carey Tunnel, the
Cross Bronx Expressway, the Staten
| sl and Expressway, the LIE.

The fact that some who will be
affected do not have internet and
cannot even participate in the
meetings. Many elderly do not use the
I nt ernet .

| have heard the pain of the
m ddl e-cl ass, the | ower-class, the
unfair discrimnatory taxation.

You're going to create a two-1evel
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systemin New York, the haves and the
have-nots. You may force people to
| eave their homes or choose between
medi ci ne, food and paying the tax.
This is the first congestion
pricing in this nation. This is a
denocracy and in a denmocracy people
vote. Even though it's not legally
obl i gat ed, why not bring congestion
pricing to a public vote to see what
all the stakehol ders want, in and
outside of the CBD, in and outside of
New Yor K.

At each prior hearing |'ve
attended, nore people spoke agai nst
t han for congestion pricing. The
people that | see speak for congestion
pricing appear to be young and
heal t hy.

The plan is insensitive because
someone with cancer, who is
| mmunoconmprom sed, who cannot ride on
the germfilled subway for medical

reasons, should not have to subsidi ze

t he MTA.
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For many, driving is not a
choi ce. It is a necessity for life.
G ven the hybrid workforce, congestion
has decreased. Your congestion goals
have been met. You are shifting
congestion el sewhere and the potenti al
environmental benefits will be negated
to the adverse effects to the
envi ronment el sewhere.

You state your objective is a
price grab to create a funding source
to fund 15 billion dollars for capital
projects. So increase the rates on
t hose who choose to ride the MIA. It
is a choice to ride the MIA.

Your pricing will harmthe
mar gi nal i zed, the disadvantaged. The
wealthy will still continue to drive
and not be adversely inpacted. You
may destroy the Central Business
Di strict.

Tourists may not come here.

It's not practical for famlies to
carry their luggage on the public

transit. Peopl e don't dress up and go
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to the theater district in nice
cl othes. Young nothers with strollers
find it difficult to navigate the
subway. There will be outward
m gration fromthe CBD.

Safety is a huge issue. Today a
t eenager |l ost his arm on your subway,
t he subway that you | ead. People have
been thrown to their death on the

tracks, people have been stabbed,

mur dered and pick-pocketed. |If you
make it safe, people will cone.
For those opposed, | suggest we

use the hashtag No Congestion Pricing
on Twitter. People are feeling deep
econom c pain with unbearabl e taxes,
inflation is hitting new highs, food
and gas prices are skyrocketing. And
now t hey are forced to pick between
putting food on their table or paying
their energy bill. At a time when New
Yorkers need financial help the nost,
pl ease don't tax them more. Thank
you.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.
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Next speaker is Guido Hartray,

foll owed by Ali Inayat.

Our next speaker is Ali Inayat,

foll owed by Bob Mann.

Ali, if you're on nmute be sure

to unnute and proceed.

Our next speaker is Ezeki al
Zi mmer man, followed by Patrick
O Reilly.

Our next speaker is Patrick
O Reilly followed by Jay T.

Our next speaker is Jay T,

foll owed by Denise M

MS. FLAX: We have reached the

final two speakers on the |ist.

After they have been call ed,

we'll call the names of all speakers

who we' ve previously called, but did

not speak yet. As we make our way

t hrough the list of speakers for the

second tinme, those present who have

not spoken yet, will be given an

opportunity to comment. |If you m ssed
your name being called, did not sign

up to speak but would |ike to speak or
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joined the Zoom under a nanme that is
different fromthe one you used when
you signed up to speak, please

I dentify yourself in the Q&A function.
You may al so request to speak
anonynmousl y.

Our next speaker is Jay T.

JAY T: Hi, can you hear nme?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

JAY T: Hel | o. "' m an Orange
County resident and an essenti al
wor ker working in the Lower Manhattan
area. Due to the nature of my job, |
wor k eveni ngs and sometimes ny job
requires me to stay past m dnight to
-- staff needs.

Your proposed congestion pricing
is a slap in the face for every New
Yor ker, especially those serving the
city and the people. Charging
commuters like me $9 to $23 after
paying $10 to $15 to cross either the
GW Bridge or Tappan Zee is conplete
| unacy.

How can you sit with a straight
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face and propose these outrageous
pri ces when people are already
struggling to feed famlies? W're
not the privileged few who have

t ake- home cars or high salaries.

Al ready we're paying high enough
inflation on groceries, food and
everything else and proposing such a
hi gh amount rate, is conpletely
I diotic and stupid. Why don't
I nvestigate the MIA for the billions
of dollars that they have got fromthe
bail out from federal government and
see where that noney has gone.

For all of nmy life, all |
remember about the MIA is about the
m smanagenment of funds and the noney
that they seem to be spending on many
different projects with no relief in
sight. I'mtired of paying these
outrageous bills. You guys need to
wake up and honestly start serving the
people of this state and make sure
that this doesn't go through.

Many peopl e have already spoken
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about their fears about getting to

pl aces where they need to go, such as
hospitals and this is just a conplete
out r age.

Honestly, it's hard for me to
even speak to this because | feel it
will fall on deaf ears and you guys
will do whatever you want. But if
there is something that could get
t hrough, just know that the majority
of us do not support this. If you're
going to charge somet hing, at | east
charge somet hing reasonable, not $9 to
$23.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Denise M

DENISE M Hi. Can you hear me?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

DENI SE M Hi . Thank you for
giving me the opportunity to weigh-in.
| hope that this is not just |ike a
performative, you know, session, that
you actually take people's coments
I nto consi derati on.

| ve been on a | ot of other
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meetings recently about DOT plans and
nei ghbor hood street changes and when
community feed back, it gets
over|l ooked conpletely. So | hope that
this isn't the case.

| ' m agai nst congestion pricing.
| take the subway. |I'ma life-Iong
New Yorker. | take the subway and |
see every single day people not paying
their fare, nobody is doing anything
about it. |If there's revenue that
needs to be collected, right there
t here's somet hi ng.

Al so, when the first talk of
this toll was, you know, being
di scussed, the time was totally
different than what, now you're
proposing that it's until 8:00 p. m

| work in M dtown Manhattan in
an in-person job, where |I've worked
t hroughout the pandemc. We were
cl osed for a couple nmonths. I"min a
busi ness that relies on people being
i n-person, in their offices in M dtown

Manhattan. They're not com ng back.
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1 lt's like a small -- | mean, you know,
2 can | ook up the percentage of people
3 t hat have returned to the office --
4 very small. This is going to further
5 di scourage people from com ng.
6 | grew up in a bus to subway
7 nei ghbor hood and went to high school
8 i n Manhatt an. It took, you know, over
9 an hour to get there. | was a
10 t eenager, that was fine. You know,
11 just to not have the option for famly
12 to pick you up if you're there |ate,
13 li ke now it's, you know, until 8:00
14 p. m
15 This is just an unfair tax on
16 just the m ddle and working cl ass.
17 And | also live now in a neighborhood
18 where if people were to do a
19 par k- and-ride kind of situation, where
20 they drive closer to an accessible
21 subway, you've already taken away a
22 maj ority of parking under the BQE on
23 the street, somebody nmentioned the
24 muni ci pal parking in Long Island City.
25 The DOT is proposing taking away
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a lane of traffic on MGuinness
Boul evard. Like it's just going to be
I nsanity -- 1"l wrap it up.

Coll ect fares from people, get
nmoney off of Lyft and Uber who your
congestion -- that's where the
congestion's from It's docunmented
how many Lyft and Uber vehicles are in
New York City creating congestion.

You can see with your own two eyes,
you know, when you're -- how many cars
have the T-pl ate.

| think the nunmbers should be
limted of Lyft and Ubers. You can
start fromthere to get rid of sone of
t he congestion. Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker Renee Lau.

RENEE LAU: Hi .

MS. FLAX: You may begin your

remar ks.

RENEE LAU: Hi . I"ma life-1ong
New Yorker. | live in the Central
Busi ness District, | work in the
Central Business District. My parents
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have busi nesses here and now t hat
they're a little elderly, | have to
travel

| have a car in the Central
Busi ness District. | have to travel
out of the borough at times to take
care of them So | understand what
the situation is. You guys are trying
to rai se money because you guys do
have a gap, well-known budget gap for
quite some time, and | am agai nst the
Central Business District Tolling
because | think that it won't
necessarily do everything that you're
i nt endi ng.

So for example, the
environmental effects, | think that a
| ot of the traffic that you -- | ooking
on the street, there are a | ot of Uber
and Lyfts. They're not necessarily
yell ow taxis and the yell ow taxis are
al ready paying $2.75 every ride. I
t hink they should be exenmpt.

| think there should be

reasonabl e exenptions for all people
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t hat have difficulty, elderly people
that live in the area. But to think
that -- and what al so needs to be
considered is that in London where
this was initially implemented, there
was a decrease in the business in the
Central Business District. So that
should really be consi dered.

| think if you do inmplement it,
It really does need to be a smaller
amount so that people can digest it
and then you slowly raise it up, okay.
And probably what you need to do is, |
t hi nk what they did in London is that
it's more punitive for high -- not
fuel efficient vehicles, diesel
vehi cl es and things such as that.

And someone el se suggested that
per haps you should al so have sone
| i censing for the bicycles and | think
t hat makes a | ot of sense. | know a
| ot of people have been hurt riding
bicycles and it's a lot of tinmes
because they're not observing the

rules of the road and then they get
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hurt, and | think that that should be
consi dered, so.

Consi deration for fuel efficient
vehicles, | think should be
consi dered. You know, | have a green
E- ZPass. My car doesn't emt anything
so | think that really should be
consi der ed.

If you are trying to raise the
overall money for the MIA, you should
consi der those things and what woul d
be the | east resistent in terms of
what the public will accept. That's
all | have to say. Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

MR. OLI VA: As a rem nder, in
addition to the virtual public
hearings, there are several other ways
you can provide conmments on the
Environment al Assessment through
September 9, 2022. We encourage the
public to comment via the CBDTP
website, where you can also find the
| at est project information and sign up

to stay informed via e-mail.
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If you do not have internet
access, you can phone into these
hearings. That information is on our
website with a dial-in nunmber and
webi nar | D.

MS. FLAX: We will now read our
| i st of people who signed up to speak
a second time, giving those who have
not spoken yet an opportunity to
speak.

If you m ssed your nanme being
cal |l ed, please |let us know by
I dentifying yourself in the Q&A
function. We will start with those
speakers who we believe are in
attendance.

Joshua Bi enstock, followed by
Joanna Smth.

Joshua Bi enst ock.

Joshua Bi enst ock.

Joanna Smth, followed by Ali
I nayat .

JOANNA SM TH: Good afternoon.
| amcalling from vacati on because

It's |l ate-August and | assume that's
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what a | ot of other New Yorkers are
doing right now.

| decided to not prepare a
statement because | don't want to
spend my vacation doing that. But |
am ecstatic that congestion pricing is
finally noving forward. | know there
have been plans floating around Al bany
at | east for a decade, if not | onger.

| want to just refresh everybody
on how we've cone to be here at this
heari ng. It's because we el ected
people to go to Al bany to represent
us. Those people considered all the
aspects of congestion pricing for a
very, very long time and they finally
passed it three years ago, so it's
| aw.

This is going to happen. |t
needs to happen. It's happening far
too late. We find ourselves today
2022, in the mddle of a climate
dystopia. W' ve crossed the tipping
poi nt .

The climte's breaking down and
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we are playing a role, all of us, all
act like little animls running around
New York trying to get to work, trying
to take care of our famlies, trying
to hang out with our friends, we're
all causing this climte breakdown by
how we get around.

MITA has a great offering for us,
subways, buses, things that can nmove
us around without destroying the
environment. And this hearing is
about the Environmental Assessnment,
which, | think, is quite thorough at
this point. | think we need to stop
spending time studying. W need to
start spending time inmplenmenting.

|'ve enjoyed hearing all the
beauti ful names of my fell ow New
Yorkers at this hearing. l'"'mreally
di sappoi nted that more of them were
not here. There were a | ot of
system c issues with how MTA roll ed
out this hearing, such as not
rem ndi ng peopl e about it or how they

could access it. Hoping you guys take
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that into account for future hearings.

| just want to, you know, make
sure that everyone who has | arger
system c, socioeconom c¢c and econom c
just -- it's a disaster, right. W're
living in a breakdown of capitalism a
breakdown of denocracy.

Congestion pricing is not going
to make or break that. MWhat it is
going to do is going to protect the
one out of ten New Yorkers who suffer
fromasthma. [It's going to prevent a
great bulk of the at |east 6,000
pedestrians who are injured in traffic
crashes. It's going to make our
environment in the CBD cal mer for
everyone, cleaner for everyone, safer
for everyone and we'll all be able to
get around a |l ot easier. Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Ali Inayat.

Ali?

ALl | NAYAT: Can you hear me?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

ALl | NAYAT: Yes. This is Ali
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1 | nayat. | actually have -- I'm-- a

2 Uber driver. We've been paying with

3 the -- from 2018, $2.75 bel ow 96.

4 That's already like for -- and it's

5 | i ke they attacked yell ow cab too.

6 They are paying too. It's already so
7 much. | don't know how nmuch the MTA

8 -- they want to be greedy.

9 We al ready paying since from

10 that time they're collecting mllions
11 and mllions dollars. So |I think so
12 t hey should give a break for Uber taxi
13 car service. But they want to charge
14 | i ke a decent price. Not so much

15 because which one I'm able to afford.
16 | don't know |ike at the noment, it's
17 li ke a | ot of people struggling and

18 everybody go normal yet and everything
19 goi ng rocket high and you want -- rent
20 very difficult to afford on everybody.
21 So that's all | want to say.

22 Pl ease think about that. W are
23 human bei ngs too, you know.

24 MS. FLAX: Thank you.

25 ALl | NAYAT: You're wel cone.
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calling the |ist

m ssed,

MS. FLAX: We'l|

Again, if you hear

call ed or believe that

the Q&A function.

now conti nue

your

your

name was

pl ease identify yourself i

Counci | menmber David Carr.

Ross Car st ens.
Al lison Stone.
Em|lio Ron.

Wendy Nodi ff.

Joshua Bi enst ock.

M chael Murray.

Bruce Lander.

Kri shna Pendyal a.

Anne Lueck.

John Law.

Adri enne Mei sel s.

Fakhul | slam

Rosannex Al berts.

Charl es Ber gman.
Josue Marti nez.

Nat han G anni ni .

Emmanual Agosti ni.

Mat t hew Joseph

of speakers a second

name

n
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Bert Hirsch.

Jonat han Sobel .
Jesus Urena.
Josephi ne Peterson.
Ni col aos Petrakakos.
Dimtris Koutounbas.
Geral d Adanes.

Bal de Abdoul .

Gal en Criscione.
Philip De Guzman.
Todd Mai sel .

M chael Marel

Som Ranr up.

Ri chard Robbi ns.
Jonat han Martin.
Charl es War burton.
Umai r Zaeem

Der ek Evers.

Cindy Morris.

Irine Tkeshel ashvili.
El la Pultinas.

Teara W | son.

Andr ew Lester.

Rob Littell.

Buzz Roddy.
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St ephane Sykes.
1420 GC.

Jessica Jean-Bapti ste.
Eric Linpsconb.
Madel ene Agcaoili.
Mark W Il iamns.
Thomas Proctor.

Ri de Ant hony.

Nat han Wer ksman.
Li nda Lubl i nbrooksoff.
Megan Martin.
Karen Bel uso.

Anne Naci novi ch.
M chael Gol z.

Jill Pilgrim

M | ana Meytes.
Ryan Bei ckert.

Kel vin Al varez.
John Cim Il o.

Maur een McDonough.
Mohammad Hossai n.
M chael Lupo.

M chael Dull.
Chri st opher Gomez.

We're now at the hundredth
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person signed up to speak. I f you've
heard your name called and m ssed it
or think that we haven't called your
name, please let us know in the Q&A
function.

We' || now continue the reading
of the list for a second tine.

Ryan Gol dberg.

Shei |l a Bi dar.

Kat hy Francis.

Warren Haring.

Constance Stell as.

K. C. Jones.

Mel va Smit h.

Ronni Li bertson.

Ri ck Versace.

Rut h McDani el s.

Thomas Matte.

Rodri ck Ruddi e Dal ey.

M chael Levari o.

Luci a Deng.

Martin Landsman.

St ephen Sant angel o.

Her bert Feuerstein.

Faith Zucker man.
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Marc Kirschner.
Al ana W | son
MD Muzir uddin.
Roshni e Kewal .
Al ex Wei nberg.
Danny Sena.
Debra Wevers.
Ray Dri es.
Harri et Bl ack.
Frank Turzio.
Ni ckya Whittington.
Sarah McHenry.
Eri c Sanders.
MD Hussai n.
Jack Drury.
Ryanna M I |igan.
Steve Fl ack.
Reilly Owens.
Lawr ence Li pman.
Li onel Mor al es.
Alison Gl estein.
Al i son Gl estein.
Al i son, you may begin your
remar ks.

ALl SON GLESTEI N: Man brutally
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attacked on subway while com ng home
fromwork; Man fatally stabbed on
Br ookl yn subway platformon the way to
wor k; Mass shooting on subway, at
| east ten shot; Woman violently groped
I nsi de Brooklyn subway station; Man
breaks 39 year-old woman's jaw in NYC
subway attack.

Those are just a small handf ul
of headlines over the |ast couple of
months in New York City. | drive to

Manhattan from Brooklyn for work six

days a week. | don't drive because |

want to, | drive because I'mafraid to
ride the subway. |'m not confortable
riding it.

CP can potentially cost me $552
a nmonth, if drivers are proposed the
$23 a day.

How will | or other people
afford that? They won't. We're not
going to be forced to choose between
our safety and possibility of our
lives or putting food on the table,

cl ot hes on our kids' backs, or paying
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rent. It's not a choice that

har d- wor ki ng New Yorkers who don't
have the option of working in the
confortability of an office they
shoul d have to make.

New Yor kers should not be
sl ammed another tax just to drive to
work in their own city where they are
al ready paying taxes. This is clearly
a money grab for the failing MIA. I n
2022, just this year, the MIA received
six billion dollars in grants, the
| argest lunp sumin federal transit --
in history. Bringing their grand
total to 15 billion in federal aid
since the start of the pandem c.

The subway systemis nore
dangerous and dirtier than ever right
now. Where did this noney go? Until
t hey can account for that noney,
congestion pricing should be stopped
In its tracks. Until the MIA and the
city can assure we're safe on the
subway, safe standing on the platform

In the station or wal king down the
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stairs, until they clean up the subway
stations, which are grotesque, cone up
with a plan to curb the raging rat
problem this noney is going to waste.

Personal safety and security
rank the top of the Iist of what needs
to improve. To increase rider
sati sfaction, the MIA's June custoner
survey found followed in order by
honmel ess peopl e, people behaving
erratically, wait times and
cl eanliness. Why doesn't the city and
the MTA work on these fixes as a
start. We should not be forced from
the safety of our cars because we can
no | onger afford to drive to work and
forced into the crime-riddled, filthy,
dangerous, unreliable public
transportation system

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Ezeki al
Zi mmer man.

EZEKI AL ZI MMERMAN: Hi. Good

aft ernoon. |'"'m here as a resident of
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Lower Manhattan, my wife, myself, our
three children live in the Kips Bay
ar ea.

We have one car. Our famlies
are all in Queens, so we're back and
forth a lot of times to visit famly.
But we live in Lower Manhattan and
nost of the time, our car just stays
in our garage. We need it for certain
times when we're taking kids to
sporting events and things |ike that,
visiting famly, like |I said.

Most of the times it stays in
t he garage, which is expensive enough.
| think we really need to have certain
carve-outs for famlies who live in
the Central Business District and, you
know, make under a certain amount for
the entire famly scaled up for incone
or who just have one car and | eave it
in the garage. Otherwi se, | mean, the
costs are just too much and | feel
t hat ourselves and many other famlies
in our neighborhood who are in sim/lar

situations, we have to choose between
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possi bly | eaving Manhattan, where we
enjoy living, where we have a great
community, where we have our friends,
we have our schools, you know, whole
net wor ks, but pricing us out of it
simply because of an extra tax on
owni ng a car, whether or not we use
it, whether or not we're even taking
it in or out of that district or if it
just sits in our garage that -- that
m ght just be too much for us and
other famlies |like us to bear.

So we hope you guys wil
reconsi der a vastly reduced fee for
those who reside in this part of the
busi ness district who have one car,
li ke | said, or are under certain
i ncomes. That would be very hel pful,
It would help us know for sure that
our budgets can still fit wi thout us
having to think about moving out.

Thank you very nmuch.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

We will now continue reading the

list a second time. Again, if you

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnent al

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 29, 2022

Assessnent

312

hear your nanme called, believe you've

m ssed your nanme being called, please

| et us know in the Q&A function.
Wal ter | wachi w.
Yvette Banks.
Dario Gutierrez.
Gwen Davi s.
Donna St eel e.
Ron Si monci ni .
Mcl ntyre Al eusl edai n.
Andrew S.
John Burns.
Jorge Urana.
Chri st opher Davi ds.
Zaheer Not a.
Dani el Yahr aes.
Josh Youner.
Charles O Neill.
Ni col e Chimenti.
O iver Henderson.
Anna Hol ness.
Li Lin.
Sha Bhui yan.
Christine Kramer.

WIlliam Ri tzi u.
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Johansen Concepci on.

Jean Hahn.

Ri cardo Pacheco.
Fran Ni eman.
Gordon Lee.
Sherlly A.

Dawn Bel otti .
El i e Chi ha.
Joseph Verebes.
James Corter.
Mat hew Quezada.
Stuart Meissner.
Kevi n Curran.
Sam Farrouqg.

Robi n Feuer.

Damari s Feliciano.

Xcpher Cal abrese.

Ber nardo Cel eri no.

Chri st opher Kol ba.

Dani el Pi zarro.
Gazmend Berdynaj .
Amanda Levi ne.
Mohammad Hossen.
Paul Wang.

Robbee Fi an.
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Kevi n Sachs.

Peter Reiter.

David |1l ku.

S-A O W I Kkinson.

Jess Gonzal .

Davi d Lat ham

Ji mmy Singh.

Sudeep Uprety.

Gui do Hartray.

Bob Mann.

Patrick O Reilly.

This concludes the second
reading of the |Iist of speakers.

MR. OLIVA: Thank you all for
joining us today. For those of you
who did not do so already, we
encourage you to take our short survey
via the QR code or link currently
bei ng di splayed. The link can also be
found in the Q&A section of the Zoom

For details about upcom ng
heari ngs, please visit the project
website at mta.info/CBDTP or call the
Public Meeting Hotline at (646)
252-6777. You can also obtain
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I nformation regarding participating in
t hese hearings by phone.

As a final rem nder, in addition
to the virtual public hearings, there
are several other ways you can provide
comments on the Environmental
Assessnent through September 9, 2022.
We encourage the public to conment via
t he CBDTP website, where you can al so
find the | atest project information
and sign up to stay informed via
e-mail .

You may also e-mail comments to
CBDTP@nt abt.org, send themvia mail to
CBD Tolling Program 2 Broadway, 23rd
FIl oor, New York, New York 10004, or
cal | (646) 252-7440.

Comments may al so be provided
directly to the Federal Hi ghway
Adm ni stration via e-mail to
CBDTP@lot . gov, or via mail to FHWA -
New York Division, RE: CBDTP, Leo W
O Brien Federal Building, 11A Clinton
Avenue, Suite 719, Al bany, New York
12207.
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The time is currently 6:33 p.m,
this concludes our hearing. Thank you
again for your participation.

(TIME NOTED: 6:33 p.m)
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1 CERTI FI CATE
2 STATE OF NEW YORK)
3 : SS
4 COUNTY OF QUEENS)
5
6 |, MAKEDA EDWARDS, a Notary Public
7 within and for the State of New York, do hereby
8 certify:
9 That the witness whose exam nation is
10 herei nbefore set forth was duly sworn and that
11 such an exam nation is a true record of the
12 testinony given by such w tness.
13 | further certify that | am not rel ated
14 to any of these parties to this action by bl ood or
15 marriage, and that | am not in any way interested
16 in the outconme of this matter.
17 I N W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set
18 my hand on this 29th day of August, 2022.
19
20
21 Viakeda (Plrarde
MAKEDA EDWARDS
22
23
24
25
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