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1 MR. OLI VA: Good norning. W

2 will now begin the hearing. Today is
3 Wednesday, August 31, 2022. And t he
4 time is 10:01 a.m My name is Lou

5 Oiva, and | will be today's hearing
6 officer.

7 This hearing is being

8 | i ve-streamed and recorded and will be
9 avail abl e publicly on the MIA YouTube
10 channel and the Central Business

11 District Tolling Program project

12 website at mta.info/ CBDTP.

13 St enographers are present and will be
14 creating a written record of today's
15 hearing. By attending this virtual
16 hearing, you consent to be recorded.
17 Today's hearing will begin with
18 openi ng remarks, followed by a

19 presentation on the Central Business
20 District Tolling Program Environnent al
21 Assessment, and then public comments.
22 There are 314 speakers signed up.

23 Speakers will be called in the order
24 t hey signed up.

25 After we get underway, through
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the Q&A function, we will send each
speaker present today your place in the
speaker 1|ist. Pl ease give us a little
time as it will take sonme time to get
this message to each speaker in
attendance.

Thr oughout the day, we wil|l
regularly |l et everyone know where we
are in the list so you can gauge how
much | onger you may need to wait to
speak.

I f you've joined the Zoom under a
name that is different fromthe one you
used when you signed up to speak or if
you did not sign up to speak or would
| i ke to speak, please identify yourself
in the Q&A function.

You may al so request to speak
anonymously. If this is your
preference, please indicate this in the
Q&A function and we will give you
further instructions.

Pl ease do not use the Q&A
function for conmments you would like to

submt on Central Business District
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Tolling Program Comments can be
subm tted by visiting nta.info/ CBDTP,
calling (646)252-7440, via mail to CBD
Tolling Program 2 Broadway, 23rd
Fl oor, New York, New York 10004, or via
emai | at CBDTP@n abt. org.

You may al so submt coments
directly to the Federal Hi ghway
Adm ni stration via email at
CBDTP@lot . gov or by mail at FHWA- New
York Division, Re: CBDTP, Leo W
O Brien Federal Building, 11A, Clinton
Avenue, Suite 719, Al bany, New York
12207. Comments submtted by mail,
phone, e-mail, online forum or verbally
at a hearing will be considered equally
and carry the sanme weight.

In addition, and again in
recognition of the overwhel m ng
I nterest, we have added the ability to
subm t personally-recorded video
comments. As with oral coments at the
hearing, video coments should be
limted to three m nutes. Recorded

video comments may be submtted via
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1 e-mail to CBDTP@m abt.org. Such

2 comments shall be considered equally

3 and carry the same wei ght as all other
4 met hods for submtting conmments.

5 CART Captioning and American Sign
6 Language interpreters are avail abl e at
7 today's hearing. To turn on CART

8 Captioning use the CC button on the

9 bottom of the screen. Sign Language

10 Interpreters will appear on screen for
11 all attendees. To hear the transl ated
12 audi o, use the interpretation button on
13 t he bottom of the screen.

14 We will now start with opening

15 remarks fromDr. Allison C. de Cerrefo,
16 MTA' s Deputy Chief Operating Officer.
17 DR C. DE CERRENOG: Thank you. And
18 t hank you all for joining us today.

19 We are excited to be here as we
20 conti nue our public outreach on this

21 historic project. 1'd like to thank

22 you for taking the time to | earn nore
23 and share with us your thoughts and

24 comment s.

25 This morning, | amrepresenting
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1 the Tri borough Bridge and Tunne

2 Aut hority and MTA nore broadly, and am
3 j oined by Nichola Angel, Vice President
4 of Triborough Bridge and Tunnel

5 Aut hority and other menbers of the

6 agency, as well as other coll eagues

7 fromthe other project sponsors for

8 this effort. Richard W I der, Deputy

9 Chi ef Engi neer of Design for the New

10 York State Department of

11 Transportation, and WIlliam U | om

12 Deputy Director of Traffic Engineering
13 and Planning from New York City

14 Depart ment of Transportation.

15 We al so have with us today, Rick
16 Mar qui s, New York Division

17 Adm ni strator for the Federal Hi ghway
18 Adm ni stration, the | ead Federal agency
19 for this project. He will be joined by
20 Moni ca Pavlik, Project Manager.

21 Key personnel from all four of

22 our agencies are also in attendance

23 today, listening to what you have to

24 say; your comments will be recorded,

25 I ndexed and responded to as part of the
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Envi ronment al Assessment process.

Last year, we held ten
webi nar-styl e public sessions, nine
siml|ar sessions focused on
Envi ronnmental Justice comunities, and
several neetings each of the
Environmental Justice Techni cal
Advi sory Group and Environnment al
Justice Stakehol der Wborking Group.

Since then, we have incorporated
comments heard during these sessions
into the technical analyses for the
Envi ronnment al Assessment, or EA.

| want to thank you all for your
earlier input; | believe you will see
firsthand how your coments affected
what we explored and how we addressed
concerns.

On August 10, 2022, we rel eased
the Environmental Assessment for public
revi ew. | f you have not yet had an
opportunity to read the entire
Environmental Assessment, the Executive
Summary, which has been translated into

mul tiple |l anguages, is avail able on our
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websi t e.

The rest of the document is also

on the website,

and you can find a hard

copy of

the entire Environnment al

Assessment at numerous |

ocati ons

t hroughout 28 counties in New York, New

Jersey, and Connecti cut.

A compl ete

|ist of locations is also avail able on

the Project website.
In a few monents,

with a presentation that

we wil |l

begi n

provi des a

sunmmary

revi ew of

t he Environnment al

Assessnment findings. It is a bit
| onger than one m ght expect, but there
is a lot of inportant information here
and we want to ensure that everyone has
an opportunity to hear about the areas
in which they may be interested.

After the presentation, we wll
listen to those of you who would |ike

to provide oral coments. The formal

comment

peri od on the Environnment al

Assessment continues through Septenber

9t h. For those who prefer not to speak

but stil

| want to submt comments, we

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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[ Taped pr

wi Il provide information on other ways
to do that again later in the session.

Now |l et's begin our presentation.
esentation begins - Narrated by Dr. C.

De Cerreiio]
PRESENTATI ON:

So what is the Central Business
District Tolling Program? |In 2019, New
York State enacted the MIA Reform and
Traffic Mobility Act, which authorized
the Tri borough Bridge and Tunne
Aut hority or TBTA to design, devel op
and i mpl ement a vehicular tolling
programto reduce traffic congestion in
t he Manhattan Central Business
Di strict.

As defined by the act, vehicles
entering or remaining in the Manhattan
Central Business District on or bel ow
60th Street, which is shown in the map
in orange, would be tolled. The FDR
Drive, West Side Hi ghway, Battery Park
Under pass and any surface roadway
portion of the Hugh L. Carey Tunnel

connecting to West Street. | n essence,

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 31, 2022
11

the dark red line along the edges of
the orange area on the map to the
right, would be excluded fromthe toll.

After covering the
project-related capital and operating
expenses, revenue coll ected would fund
MTA's 2020 to 2024 capital program and
successor capital prograns.

By | aw, 80 percent of the net
revenues woul d be used for New York
City transit capital inmprovements, ten
percent woul d be used for Long Island
Rai |l Road and ten percent for
I mprovenments for Metro-North Railroad.

Wth respect to how the Manhattan
CBD Tol l'ing Program woul d wor k,
| ocations for infrastructure would
i ncl ude detection points placed at
entrances and exits to the Manhattan
CBD. On the avenues, these detection
poi nts would generally be between 60th
and 61st Streets and an algorithm would
be used so those who stay on excl uded
roadways are not toll ed.

In essence, as someone i s com ng

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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down the roadway, the detection points
woul d detect their vehicle and
determ ne how long it should be before
they are seen at the next | ocation.
Assum ng they continue to be seen at
each location within the allotted time,
no toll would be charged.

I f, however, the vehicle is not
seen and then not seen again, at some
point the systemw ||l determ ne that
t hey must have entered the Central
Busi ness District and a toll would be
char ged.

On the right, you can see an
exanpl e of what the infrastructure and
the tolling system equi pment woul d | ook
like. It's predom nantly poles, as you
see on the right, and mast arnms, as you
see on the left. | mportantly, the
tolling system equi pnent will be
clustered and housed in a single-unit
encl osure as shown on the bottom

The encl osures are purposely
designed to mnim ze the anount of

equi pment on the poles and to refl ect

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent
Publ i c Hearing
August 31, 2022
13

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

light in a way that makes them | ess
visible to someone wal king or driving.

Wth respect to how custonmers
woul d pay, it would be very simlar to
what peopl e experience today. They
woul d be able to pay with E-ZPass or
Tolls by Mail, or an image is taken of
the license plate and a bill is mailed
to the registered owner of the vehicle.
And we will also have the capability
for future third-party providers. In
essence, these are conpani es that may
use different types of technol ogy that
can link into the technology that the
system woul d have.

The benefits of the program would
I ncl ude reduced vehicular traffic in
and near the Manhattan Central Business
District, inmproved travel times within
t he Manhattan Central Business
District, including for buses and
deliveries, and a new source of | ocal
recurring capital funding for subways,
trains and buses as well as inproved

regional air quality.
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1 So why is an Environnment al

2 Assessment or EA needed for this

3 project? Well, some roadways in the

4 Manhattan Central Business District

5 have received federal funds, so

6 approval for tolling is needed fromthe
7 Federal Hi ghway Adm ni stration.

8 Before a federal agency makes a

9 deci sion, the National Environment al

10 Policy Act, or NEPA, requires the

11 federal agency to understand and

12 di scl ose the environmental effects of
13 the action. In this case, the tolling.
14 An EA is performed to ensure federal

15 agenci es consi der the environment al

16 I mpacts of their actions in the

17 deci si on- maki ng process.

18 For a proposed action that is not
19 l'i kely to have significant effects or
20 when the significance of the effect is
21 unknown, the EA aids in determ ning the
22 significance of the adverse effects.

23 Since the project could have effects on
24 envi ronment justice popul ations,

25 Federal Hi ghway Adm nistration and the

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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proj ect sponsors incorporate an
enhanced public outreach and
coordination with federal and state
resource agenci es.

The project's purpose is to
reduce traffic congestion in the
Manhattan Central Business District in
a manner that woul d generate revenue
for future transportation inmprovenments
pursuant to acceptance into Feder al
Hi ghway Adm ni stration's Value Pricing
Pil ot Program or VPPP.

The need is to reduce vehicle
congestion in the Manhattan Centr al
Busi ness District and create a new
| ocal recurring funding source for
MTA's capital projects. The purpose
and need are refined through four
obj ectives; to reduce daily vehicle
mles traveled, or VMI, within the
Manhattan Central Business District by
at |l east five percent, to reduce the
number of vehicles entering the
Manhattan Central Business District

daily by at |east ten percent, to

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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create a funding source for capital

I mprovenents and generate sufficient
annual net revenue to fund $15 billion
for capital projects for the MIA
capital program and to establish a
tolling program consistent with the

pur poses underlying the New York State
| egi sl ation entitled the MIA Reform and
Traffic Mobility Act.

You may be asking why do we need
to toll the Manhattan Central Business
District. Well, traffic congestion has
been a problemin the Manhattan Centr al
Busi ness District for many years and
one of the most chall enging policy
probl ems for generations.

Many efforts have been made and
yet, congestion in New York City
consi stently ranks anmong the worst in
the United States. |ndeed, congestion
costs 102 hours of lost time, equating
to al most $1, 600 per year per driver in
del ay.

Bet ween 2010 and 2019, travel

speeds fell 22 percent in Manhattan

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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Central Business District and | ocal bus

speeds have declined 28 percent since

2010. The average speed of Sel ect Bus

Service, New York City's bus rapid

transit service routes in the Manhatt an

CBD is 19 percent slower than in the
outer boroughs.
Wth respect to MIA's subway,

rail and bus systems, they need to be

repai red and nmoderni zed. Funding from

the project would support the 2020 to
2024 capital program and the successor
programs that prioritize investing to

I mprove reliability, commtting to

envi ronmental sustainability, building

an accessible transit system for all
New Yor kers easing congestion and
creating growth, and inmproving safety
and custonmer service through

t echnol ogy.

11 now wal k you through the

findings of the Environment Assessnent.

There were two project alternatives

that are evaluated in the Environnent al

Assessnment . The no-action alternative

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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Iin which there is no programto tol
vehicles in the Manhattan Centr al

Busi ness District, no conprehensive
plan to reduce congestion, and no new
annual recurring funding for MIA

capi tal prograns.

And there is the central business
tolling or action alternative where we
i mpl ement a tolling program consi stent
with the Mobility Act to toll the
vehicles entering or remaining in the
Manhattan Central Business District.
We install tolling infrastructure and
tolling system equi pment and si gnhage
within and near the Manhattan Central
Busi ness District, and generate funds
for MITA's capital investments to
subways, buses and comuter railroads.

The Environmental Assessnment
expl ores each of the topics in this
chart. The specific chapters that
address the analysis for each area are
I dentified here. As you can see, the
anal ysis shows that nost of the areas

have beneficial effects or no adverse

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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effects, but there are few areas with
potenti al adverse effects. The slides
a bit later in the presentation wl
address each of the areas and identify
any mtigation that is needed.

This slide has a | ot of
information and it is in the executive
summary and in chapter two of the
Envi ronment al Assessnment for further
revi ew. | am going to spend a few
noments review ng and explaining it
here so everyone can understand its
| mportance.

As | said a noment ago, there are
two alternatives for this Environnment
Assessment, the no-action and the
Central Business District Tolling
Al ternative.

Wthin the Central Business
District Tolling Alternative, there are
a number of tolling scenarios that vary
In several ways. Modeling these
different scenarios hel ped us to
understand the full range of effects of

the Central Business District Tolling

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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Al ternative since the decision on the
actual tolling scenario has not yet
been made.

For those of you who participated
in the early outreach, you may notice
t hat we now have seven tolling
scenari os when we originally discussed
six. That is because we added a
tolling scenario, which | will get to
shortly, as a result of concerns raised
during the early public outreach.

So et me wal k you through.

Al ong the top, are the tolling
scenarios. Tolling Scenario A we
referred to as the base plan. This is
the plan that is characterized in the
| egi slation. Tolling Scenario B has
t hat same base plan but starts to add
caps in the formof how many times a
vehicle can be tolled and certain
exenptions.

Tolling Scenario C adds what we
call low-crossing credits for vehicles
using tunnels to access the Central

Busi ness District with some caps and

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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exenmptions. Those crossing credits,
when they are |l ow are roughly $6.50.
When they are high, as you see in
tolling scenarios D, E and F, the
credits are roughly $13. And this was
used for nodeling purposes.

In D, E and F, you see those
hi gh-crossing credits. |In D and E,
they are applied to the tunnels that
enter into the Central Business
District. And in F, vehicles using al
of the toll facilities that enter
Manhattan would be eligible for
crossing credits.

Movi ng down the left side, you
see the distinction on the itens that
are varying. First, the potenti al
crossing credits. Again, these are
credits that would be applied toward
the Central Business District toll, for
tolls paid at facilities prior to
entering the Central Business District.

As you move to the right, you can
see the nos and yeses which determ ne

whet her or not that potential crossing

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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credit applies to the facilities that
are identified.

Moving to the next group, are
potential exemptions and di scounts in
the form of caps on the nunmber of tolls
per day. | mportantly, by legislation
and in the nodeling, and in the
program passenger vehicles would be
charged only once per day. But other
vehicles could be charged nore than
t hat .

And as you read across to the
right, you will see under each of the
different tolling scenarios how these
different types of vehicles were
treated with respect to caps or
exenptions.

Finally, as you nove to the
bottom we have the approxi mte toll
rate for autos, small trucks and | arge
trucks that resulted fromthe nodeling.

The one tolling scenario I'd |ike
to mention is tolling Scenario G, al
the way to the right. This tolling

scenario has a base plan with the sanme

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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tolls for all vehicle classes. W'||
tal k about that a little bit later in
the presentation. But inmportantly, as
you see on the bottom the toll rate is
set the same for every type of vehicle.

So that was a | ot of information.
And so, I'd like to | eave you with sone
key takeaways.

First and forenost, tolling the
Manhattan Central Business District in
all scenarios, reduce traffic entering
t he Manhattan Central Business District
and results in a net benefit in
congestion reduction for the region.

Di scounts, crossing credits and
exenptions result in the need for
hi gher toll rates. Higher toll rates
|l ead to a greater degree of traffic
reduction in the Manhattan Central
Busi ness District, but also lead to
i ncreased traffic diversions, including
I ncreases along the Cross Bronx
Expressway and the Staten Island
Expressway.

Crossing credits lead to nore

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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parity in the total cost anong
different routes that are taken by
vehicles entering the Manhattan Central
Busi ness District, but those sane
crossing credits change the bal ance of
effects on traffic.

It results in less effect
reducing traffic from Queens and much
| ess effect reducing traffic from New
Jersey. They result in greater effects
reducing traffic fromnorth of 60th
Street in Brooklyn and they result in
more traffic at the Queens-M dt own
tunnel, the Hugh L. Carey Tunnel and
the Long |Island Expressway.

Bef ore we nmove on, | thought it
was hel pful to give at |east a sense of
where are the commuters actually com ng
frominto the Manhattan Central
Busi ness District.

On the left, you can see the
28-county region. Again, this is al
in the Environmental Assessnment for
further review. The colors on the map

denote the proportion of total

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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commuters to the Manhattan Central
Busi ness District from each county in
t he 28-county region.

The map al so shows how many
commute by transit, car or some other
transportation node to reach the
Manhattan Central Business District.
Not surprisingly, counties that are
further away tend to have fewer
commuters to the Manhattan Central
Busi ness District.

For exanple, of all the commuters
to the Manhattan Central Business
District, fewer than one percent cone
fromcounties |ike New Haven and
Duchess. About one to three percent
come from counties |ike Rockl and,
Morris and Richnmond. And roughly four
to five percent come from Bergen,
Hudson and Westchester counti es.

Cl oser in, about six to ten
percent conme from Nassau County and the
Bronx. VWhile the remainder of the New
York City boroughs contribute 11 to 22

percent of the commuters to the

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 31, 2022
26

Manhattan Central Business District.

On the right in the figure, you
can see that of all the people
commuting to work in the Manhattan
Central Business District, the vast
maj ority, 85 percent, conmmute by
transit. Of the 11 percent who comute
by car, approximtely eight percent of
them are from counties in New YorKk,
roughly three percent in New Jersey and
| ess than one percent from Connecti cut.

Now we' || go through the effects
of each of the topic areas. On the top
right of each slide, you'll see that
we've identified whether effects are
beneficial, not adverse or adverse. |In
this case, this is the regional effects
of transportation. Broadly speaking,
all tolling scenarios reduce the nunber
of vehicle entries into the Manhattan
Central Business District and reduce
vehicle mles traveled in the Manhattan
Central Business District.

The table on the bottom | eft

provi des the degree to which the
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1 traffic is reduced. In this case,

2 there is a reduction of vehicles

3 entering the Manhattan CBD of nearly 20
4 percent to roughly 15 percent,

5 dependi ng upon which tolling scenario

6 one is | ooking at.

7 On the right-hand side, you see

8 the increase or decrease in daily

9 vehicle mles traveled for each of the
10 areas throughout the 28 counties. And
11 as you can see, broadly speaking,

12 regionally again, there's largely a

13 benefit.

14 In the Manhattan Central Business
15 District, VMI decreases anywhere from a
16 little over nine percent to about seven
17 percent. Throughout New York City, the
18 reduction is roughly 1.5 percent to

19 about 0.7 percent and so on down the

20 group.

21 Wth respect to highways, we have
22 beneficial effects and we do have sone
23 adverse effects in a few |l ocations

24 where mtigation will be required.

25 Sonme | ocations experience a decrease in
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congestion, which is a benefici al
effect. There were three highway
segnments, though, that woul d experience
adverse effects in the form of

i ncreased del ays at certain times.

As you can see here, it's the
West bound Long I sland Expressway near
t he Queens-M dtown tunnel in the
m d- day, approaches to the Westbound
George Washi ngton Bridge on |-95 also
in the md-day, and in the evening, the
Sout hbound and Northbound FDR Drive
bet ween East 10th Street and Brooklyn
Bri dge.

For mtigation, the project
sponsors i nmplement a nmonitoring plan
prior to the project beginning that
i dentifies thresholds for adverse
effects. |f the thresholds are
reached, as a result of the project,
the project sponsors will institute
Transportati on Demand Management
measures such as ranmp metering,
not ori st information or signage, at

I dentified highway |ocations with
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adverse effects.

In addition, post-inmplementation,
the project sponsors will nmonitor
effects. And if needed, Triborough
Bri dge and Tunnel Authority, TBTA, will
modi fy the toll rates, crossing
credits, exemptions and/or discounts to
reduce those adverse effects.

Note the call-out in the upper
right and recall what | nmentioned
regarding tolling scenario G earlier.
During our early outreach in
conversations with Environment al
Justice communities we shared
i nformation regardi ng changes in
traffic patterns. Here on the left, you
can see one of the maps that was used
for analysis related to traffic and air
quality effects. These are areas with
Environmental Justice comunities.
Under this tolling scenario, sone of
t hese communities woul d experience
reduced vehicle mles traveled. Others
woul d see some increases as traffic

diverts to avoid the toll. As not ed
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earlier, as the toll goes up, these
di versions increase.

Partici pants raised concerns
about the increased traffic along the
Cross Bronx Expressway and asked what
that neant in terms of truck traffic,
as trucks are associated with
particul ate matter and associ ated
health effects. The team reviewed the
Initial six scenarios at a specific
| ocati on, Macombs Road and found the
daily increases in truck traffic in the
table to the right. During the same
outreach period, the trucking
associ ations also raised their concerns
t hat people can nmove to transit to
avoid the toll. But trucks cannot do
this.

Further, the tolled bridges
roadways and tunnels typically charge
hi gher tolls for trucks given the wear
and tear on the roadway. The purpose
of this project is to reduce
congestion.

The project team | ooked cl oser at
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why trucks were diverting in the

nmodel ing. We found that the extent of
the diversion was linked to the truck
toll and price differential in the
initial six tolling scenarios where
trucks are tolled at a higher price.
To test this, we created tolling
Scenario G, which prices all vehicle
types the sane.

The results, as you can see,
reduced the diversions along with the
relative incremental number of trucks
on the Cross Bronx Expressway. G ven
the concerns raised, the project team
decided to include this tolling
scenario formerly in the Environment al
Assessnent .

Wth respect to | ocal
I ntersections, again, there were
beneficial effects and adverse effects
where mtigation is required.
Specifically, nmpost intersections would
experience decreases in delay. Tolling
scenarios D, E and F, the high-credit

scenari os, have four out of a 102
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I ntersections that experienced adverse
effects in the modeling in the form of
I ncreased delay at certain times. And
you can see them here on the right.

Project sponsors will nmonitor
t hose intersections where adverse
effects are identified and i npl ement
appropriate signal tim ng adjustments
to mtigate the effect for New York
City Departnment of Transportation's
normal practice.

In ternms of transit, we found
beneficial effects and some adverse
effects where mtigation is required.
Wth respect to beneficial effects,
reduced roadway congestion would result
in reliable faster bus trips. There is
an increase in transit ridership of one
to two percent system wi de for travel
to and fromthe Manhattan Central
Busi ness District, but no adverse
effects fromincreased ridership on any
lines or transit stations.

We do see that in sonme scenari os

I ncreased ridership could adversely
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affect passenger flows at specific
stairs or escal ators, what we refer to
as stationed el enents.

Wth respect to mtigation, in
tolling scenarios E and F, TBTA wil
coordinate with New Jersey Transit and
the Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey to inplenment a nonitoring plan
with specific thresholds for pedestrian
vol umes on a specific Station Stair in
Hoboken Ter m nal .

If the thresholds are reached,
TBTA will coordinate with these
agencies to inmplenment signage and
wayfinding. 1In all the tolling
scenarios, TBTA will coordinate with
MITA's New York City Transit to
i mpl ement nonitoring plans with
specific thresholds at the | ocations
bul | eted here.

At 42nd Street and Ti mes Squar e,
there's a specific stair affected. And
If the threshold is reached, the center
handrail will be renmpoved and the riser

will be adjusted. At Union Square
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Subway Station and Flushing and Main
Street Station, there are two

escal ators, one in each, that could be
affected. |If the thresholds are
reached, we would increase escal ator
speeds. And at Court Square, there's a
stair affected. |If the threshold is
reached, we would construct a new stair
to increase capacity.

Wth respect to pedestrians and
bi cycles, the EA found that increases
i n passengers at transit hubs woul d
have no adverse effects. There would
be some increases in bicycle trips
overall and near the transit hubs, but
again, no adverse effects.

Out si de the Manhattan Centr al
Busi ness District, increased transit
usage at i ndividual stations would not
adversely affect pedestrian conditions
on near by sidewal ks, crosswal ks or
corners. But within the Manhattan
Central Business District, there are
two crosswal ks and one sidewal k that

woul d be adversely affected.
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You can see here, on the right
with the red lines that they occur on
8th Avenue near West 32nd Street and
7th Avenue and on West 34th Street and
Avenue of the Anericas. For
m tigation, the project sponsors wil
I mpl ement a nmonitoring plan with
threshold for action. |If the threshold
i's reached, pedestrian space woul d be
I ncreased and obstructions will be
removed or relocated.

Wth respect to parking and to
social conditions, specifically
popul ati on characteristics and
nei ghbor hood character, we found either
beneficial effects or no adverse
effects.

Wth respect to soci al
conditions, inprovement in travel time
and safety, reduced vehicle operating
costs, and reduced em ssions woul d
occur fromthe project. There would be
no adverse effects on nei ghborhood
character or access, travel to

empl oyment within the Manhattan Centr al
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Busi ness District or reverse comuting,
traffic patterns on |l ocal streets or
community facilities and services.

Wth respect to parking, the
study found a reduction in parking
demand within the Manhattan Centr al
Busi ness District and increased parKking
demand at subway and conmuter rai
stations and park-and-ride facilities
outside of the Manhattan's Central
Busi ness District. But the increase at
any individual |ocation would not be
| arge enough to result in an adverse
effect fromthe project.

Econom ¢ conditions found
I ncreased productivity as well as
safety i nprovements. There were no
adverse effects to any particul ar
I ndustry or occupational category in
t he Manhattan Central Business
Di strict.

Dependi ng on the tolling
scenario, the toll could reduce taxi
and for-hire vehicle revenues in the

Manhatt an Central Business District.
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1 Whil e the industry would remain
2 econom cally viable overall, individual
3 drivers could be adversely affected,
4 and this is dealt with a little bit
5 | ater in the presentation.
6 In terms of energy and noi se,
7 again, there are beneficial effects and
8 no adverse effects. Wth respect to
9 energy, the region would benefit from
10 reductions in regional energy
11 consunmption as a result of reductions
12 in the vehicle mles travel ed.
13 In terms of noise, 102
14 I ntersections were assessed and all the
15 crossings into the Manhattan Central
16 Busi ness District. The study found
17 | mpercepti ble increases or decreases in
18 noi se levels resulting from changes in
19 traffic vol umes.
20 Wth respect to air quality, the
21 Envi ronnment al Assessment found that
22 regionally, air pollutants would be
23 reduced including precursors to
24 greenhouse gases. There would be no
25 | ocal exceedances of air quality

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent
Publ i c Hearing
August 31, 2022
38

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

st andar ds.

Recogni zing that air quality is
of great concern to many constituents,
we have several enhancements though
there were no | ocal exceedances of
t hose standards. New York City
Depart ment of Transportation will
coordinate to expand the New York City
community air survey network of air
quality nmonitors. This will be
suppl emented by a small nunber of
real -time nonitors for particul ate
matt er.

Al so, based on feedback during
outreach for the project, MIA wil
prioritize Kingsbridge and Gun Hill Bus
Depots, both |ocated in and serving
primarily Environmental Justice
communities in Upper Manhattan and the
Bronx, when electric buses are received
in MTA's next maj or procurement of
battery electric buses.

In terms of environmental
justice, the study did find adverse

effects where mtigation is required.
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The map to the right shows the
communities that are Environnment al
Justice comunities throughout the
region. They are wi despread and as
shown earlier in some cases, certain EJ
communities will benefit directly from
this project.

However, the project would have
the potential for disproportionately
hi gh and adverse effects on | ow-income
drivers who do not have an alternative
transportation node for reaching the
Manhattan Central Business District and
on taxi and for-hire vehicle drivers in
New York City, many of whom identify as
part of an environmental justice
popul ati on.

This adverse effect occurs
specifically in tolling scenarios that
toll their vehicles nmore than once per
day. We have a number of mtigation
for Iow-income drivers which you can
see here on the left.

There will be a tax credit for

Central Business District tolls paid by
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residents of the Manhattan Central
Busi ness District whose New York

adj usted gross income for the taxable
year is |less than $60,000. TBTA wil
coordinate with New York State
Department of Taxation and Fi nance to
ensure availability of documentation
needed for drivers eligible for the
credit.

TBTA will also post information
related to the tax credit on the
project website with links to the New
York State Department of Taxation and
Fi nance website to guide eligible
drivers to information on claimng the
credit.

TBTA will also elimnate the $10
refundabl e deposit required for E-ZPass
customers with no credit card linked to
their account. They will increase
pronoti on of existing E-ZPass payment
and plan options and will work with MTA
to increase outreach and educati on on
eligibility for existing discounted

transit fare products and prograns.
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The project sponsors wil
establish an Environmental Justice
community group that will neet on a
bi annual basis with the first meeting
six months after project inplenmentation
to share updated data and anal ysis and
hear about potential concerns.

For effects on taxi and FHV
drivers, the project sponsors will work
with appropriate city and state
agencies so that when passengers are
present in the vehicles, the passengers
will pay the toll rather than the
driver.

Again, these mtigations would be
for New York City taxi and FHV drivers
If a tolling scenario is inplenented
with tolls of nore than once per day
for their vehicles.

TBTA will work with MIA New Yor k
City Transit to institute an enpl oyment
resource coordination programto
connect drivers experiencing job
insecurity with a direct pathway to

| i censing, training and job placement

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 31, 2022
42

with MTA or its affiliated vendors at
no cost to the drivers.

For those who may not want a
commercial driver's |license, TBTA wil
coordinate with MIA New York City
Transit to submt a request to the
Federal Transit Adm nistration for a
pil ot programthat will help increase
eligibility of taxi and FHV drivers to
use their vehicles to provide
paratransit trips and MIA's New York
City Transit will implenment this
program if approved.

Wth respect to construction
ef fects, no adverse effects were found.
Construction would consi st of
repl acement of existing poles or
installation of new poles and mast arns
excavation and construction of
f oundati ons, placenment of new support
pol es or structures attachment of
tolling system equi pment, and
restoration of the roadway, sidewal k or
ground surface.

The construction would occur on
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streets and sidewal ks and t ake
approximately one to two weeks per

| ocati on. During this time, there
woul d be tenmporary disruptions to
traffic and pedestrian patterns and
temporary noi se disruptions at nearby
| and uses such as residences and

busi nesses. The project sponsors would
require the contractor to devel op and
conmply with plans and procedures to
m nimze construction effects.

Wth respect to visual resources,
there were also no adverse effects.
Infrastructure is simlar in formto
street light poles, sign poles or
simlar structures already in use
t hroughout New York City. Signage is
simlar in size and character to signs
al ready present and the col or woul d
mat ch existing |ight pole colors.

On the bottomright, there's a
rendering of tolling system equi pment
t hat woul d be placed on existing
infrastructure. Again, as noted

earlier, the tolling equipment is
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clustered into those single enclosures
to reduce visual inpact and cameras
woul d use infrared illum nation at

ni ght so there would be no visible

| i ght needed. The project would have a
neutral effect on viewer groups and no
adverse effect on visual resources.

Wth respect to Section 4(f), a
de mnims inpact is one that after
taking into account any measures to
mnimze harm results in either a
Section 106 finding of no adverse
effect or no historic properties
affected on a historic property, or a
determ nation that the project would
not adversely affect the activities,
features or attributes qualifying a
park, recreation area or refuge for
protection under Section 4(f).

Central Park and the High Line
have the potential for a de mnims
use. Federal Hi ghway Adm nistration is
soliciting input fromthe public on the
effects of installing equipment and

signs within and on these properties.
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Si gnage and for replacenent poles with
tolling technol ogy would be installed
I n Central Park.

Tolling technol ogy equi pment
woul d be added to the underneath of the
exi sting structure of the High Line.
You can see some of the renderings at
t he bottom here.

Wth respect to the findings, the
Central Business District Tolling
Al ternative does not result in adverse
effects pursuant to Section 106 of the
Nati onal Historic Preservation Act.

And it does not adversely affect the
activities, features or attri butes that
qualify the resource for protection
under Section 4(f).

Federal Hi ghway Adm nistration
has concurrence on a proposed finding
fromofficials with jurisdiction over
Central Park and the High Line and wil
consi der public input on its proposed
finding received during this public
review of the Environment al

Assessnment s.
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There were two final additional
enhancements | would like to nention,
and again, they were in response to
outreach during the early outreach
peri od.

First, the project sponsors are
commtted to ongoing data collection
and reporting on the potential effects
of the project. Data will be collected
I n advance and after inplenmentation and
a formal report will be issued one year
after inmplementation and then every two
years thereafter.

The reporting website will make
data, analysis and visualizations
avail able in open data format to the
greatest extent possible with updates
provi ded on at | east a biannual basis
as data becomes avail able and anal ysi s
s conmpl et ed.

Agai n, through our conversations
and public outreach and particularly
with Environmental Justice communities,
we are also commtted to prioritizing

equity and bus service inprovements.
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New York City's buses serve a greater
share of |low-income m nority househol ds
and ot her modes including subways.

MTA devel oped a new approach that
combi nes consi derations of equity and
air quality to identify equity priority
areas, which are then used to target
I mprovenents and investments to pronote
equity and access to opportunities in
transit-dependent, historically
mar gi nal i zed and underserved areas.

| nformati on on our early public
outreach is here on the left. During
t hat period, we held ten virtual public
outreach nmeetings as well as nine
environmental justice outreach
meeti ngs.

We had three meetings of the
Environmental Justice Techni cal
Advi sory Group and two nmeetings of the
Envi ronmental Justice Stakehol der
Wor ki ng Group. During the 19 public
outreach and EJ outreach meetings, we
had over a thousand participants

regi stered and nearly 400 speakers.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 31, 2022
48

Al'l of the sessions were |eft on
our project website and people could
access them through YouTube. To dat e,
we' ve had over 14,000 views and we
received over 7,300 comments. OQur
current public outreach sessions wl
I nclude six public hearings starting on
Thur sday, August 25th and runni ng
t hrough Wednesday, August 31st.

We will also have anot her meeting
of the Environmental Justice
St akehol der Wbr ki ng Group and anot her
meeting of the Environmental Justice
Techni cal Advisory Group.

Wth respect to schedule, this
shows where we currently are. W did
our early public outreach in 2021. In
early 2022, we prepared the
Environment al Assessment, we've
notified agencies and organi zations and
I ndi vi dual s of the Environment al
Assessnment's availability and we're now
in the mdst, in orange here, of public
review and comment on the Environment al

Assessnment.
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After the formal comment peri od
closes, there will be a determ nation
whet her the action, in this case, the
tolling, will result in significant
effects.

Utimtely, we're expecting that
in early 2023, Federal Hi ghway
Adm ni stration will issue a decision
docunent. |If adverse effects are not
significant or can be mtigated bel ow
significant |evels, FHWA would issue a
FONSI, a Finding of No Significant
| mpact . |f there are significant
effects that cannot be mtigated, then
an Environnmental |npact Statement or
ElI'S woul d be required.

As noted, our public comment

period is open until September 9, 2022.

If you would like to submt written
coments, you may do so in the
followi ng ways: Through our project
website, by email, mail, phone or fax,
or to the Federal Hi ghway

Adm ni stration by email or mail.

All of this information is also
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avai | abl e on our website and the

i nformati on on the project website
email, mail, phone and fax for MIA
bridges and tunnels is also in the

Envi ronnment al Assessnent. | n addition,
formal oral coments can be made at the
public hearings as many of you are
doing today. They will be recorded by
t he stenographer.

Thank you again for attending
this public hearing to | earn nore about
t he Environmental Assessment for the
Central Business District tolling
program  And now, we | ook forward to
hearing from you.

[ Taped presentation ends. ]

MR. OLIVA: We encourage anyone
joining via Zoom or livestreamto take
a short survey using the QR code or
link currently being displayed. The
link can also be found in the chat
section of the Zoom

We are gathering public conment
t oday on the Environmental Assessnment

for the Central Business District
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Tolling Program Coments will be
recorded, indexed and responded to as
part of the Environnmental Assessnent
process. Responses will not be

provi ded during today's hearing.

There are 314 speakers signed up
to speak today. Each speaker is
limted to three mnutes. At the
t wo- and- a-hal f-m nute mark, the cl ock
will turn red and you will hear it beep
noti fying you that you have 30 seconds
remai ni ng. We ask that speakers keep
their remarks to the three-mnute tinme
frame out of respect for all other
speakers.

We will be calling speakers in
the order that they signed up, but
anyone who wi shes to speak will have an
opportunity. Due to the volunme of
speakers, there may be extended wait
times to speak. Conmments submtted by
mai |, phone, e-mail, online form or
verbally at a hearing will be
consi dered equally and carry the same

wei ght .
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I f you have joined the Zoom under
a name that is different fromthe one
you used when you signed up to speak or
I f you did not sign up to speak but
woul d |li ke to speak, please identify
yourself in the Q&A function. You may
al so request to speak anonynously. If
this is your preference, please
i ndicate this in the Q&A function and
we will provide you with further
I nstructions.

Pl ease note that comments on the
Central Business District Tolling
Program are not being received via the
Q&A function. And conmments submtted
in that fashion will not be part of the
hearing record.

When you are called on to speak,
there will be a brief transition on
your screen before you will be able to
unmut e and enabl e your camera. Pl ease
make sure that once your screen
updat es, your camera and your
m crophone are enabl ed, before

begi nni ng your remarks. I f you do not
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wi sh to use your camera, you do not
have to do so.

You wi Il not be able to unnute or
enabl e your camera until it's your turn
to speak. Please remain patient until
t hen. In the event you m ss your name
being called, we will call you again
after all other speakers in attendance
have been called a first time.

As a rem nder, this hearing is
being |livestreamed and recorded and
will be avail able publicly on our
YouTube channel and on our project
website at nta.info/ CBDTP.

St enographers are present and will
create a written record of this
hearing. By attending this virtual
hearing, you consent to be recorded.

MS. FLAX: We will now begin the
public coment portion of today's
heari ng.

Our first speaker is Assembly
Member Deborah G ick, followed by
Assenmbly Menmber Kenneth Zebrowski .

ASSEMBLY MEMBER DEBORAH GLI CK:
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Thank you for the opportunity to
testify before you today regarding the
MTA's plan for the CBD Tolling Program

The need to reduce gas em ssions
and create a reliable revenue streamto
| mprove our transit system makes
congestion pricing a reasonable policy
choice. There is a need to inprove
accessibility for people with
di sabilities, upgrade critical
I nfrastructure, nove buses towards zero
em ssions and i nmprove subway safety.

However, in regards to the
I mpl ementation of this project, there
are a few concerns | have about the
residents who live in the CBD and how
this will inmpact their lives.

My first concern is about how
this will inpact the econony. It is
reasonable to assune that everyone in
the congestion zone will experience
passal ong charges for services and
deliveries, unlike New Yorkers |iving
upt own or anywhere outside of the CBD

The prom sed i nmpact of the
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program on the environment is still
hypot hetical, but the impact it will
have on hundreds of thousands of

resi dents' pocketbooks, many of whom
are struggling economcally as it is,
Is certain. Whether they own a car or
not .

While it is viewed as harsh by
many people in the congestion zone to
be charged an extra fee simply to drive
home, it seens especially punitive to
charge themto | eave home, which the
remaining in zone toll seens to do.

The ancillary inpact of new tolls put a
severe burden on our residents, nost of
whom do not contribute to the
congestion or pollution, considering
that the majority of them either do not
have cars or |eave their cars parked in
al ready heavily taxed parking meter
zones or parking garage. However,

t hose who do use vehicles due to

medi cal treatments may be especially

di sadvant aged.

Anot her concern is how the tolls
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wi Il inmpact God's Love We Deliver, a
not-for-profit based in the CBD, which
wi ||l experience an estimted cost of
half a mllion dollars a year to
continue to serve historically

mar gi nal i zed communities, and where

90 percent of their clients are bel ow
the poverty line. An exenption or a

di scount for this critical service is a
top priority, as it will surely affect
the lives of New Yorkers who need these
services to survive and live in al
parts of the city.

In closing, | reiterate ny
support for congestion pricing, and
understand that the commttee has said
any consideration in one area increases
the need for higher tolls to cover that
consi deration. But | suggest that
solely relying on congestion pricing to
cover the MIA needs may not be the nost
equi tabl e solution and an added
addi ti onal broad-based revenue stream
shoul d be consi der ed.

Thank you.
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MS. FLAX: Thank you.

The next speaker is Assenbly

Member Kenneth Zebrowski, followed by

County Executive Ed Day.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER KENNETH ZEBROWSKI

Hi. Good norning, and thank you

this opportunity. |'m Assembly
Member ken Zebrowski. | represent
Rockl and County. One of the west of
t he Hudson counties in the MIA

district.

|*ve been an opponent of

congestion pricing for a long tinme.

|*ve testified previously. | don't

to spend too much of my time here

t oday speaki ng about nmy broad base
opposition. 1've voted against the
| egi sl ation that set up this entire

process.

But being where we are today, |

really want to tal k about the west of
Hudson commut ers, Rockland County in
particul ar, but up to Orange County.
The commuter tax, the portions of the

sal es tax. Those of us in the MTA
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district from west of Hudson, pay all
the same taxes, yet get a fraction of
t he service.

So listening to the presentation
earlier, where it was tal ked about some
of the benefits, none of those benefits
will be received by west of Hudson
commuters. |In fact, when you talKk
about the 90, 10, 10 distribution of
the funds, you know, even the ten to
Metro-North won't go to west of Hudson
commuters unl ess they have to pay some
sort of a toll or pay a fare in order
to get over the river first before
getting on Metro-North.

| may oppose congestion pricing
conpl etely, but at least it would be
sonmething for my constituents if there
was something in this plan to suggest
that it will be used to inprove the
hi storical, | think |ack of investment
for west of Hudson comuters. But of
course, there's nothing there.

So | think we need to provide, if

this is going to go forward, credits to
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west of Hudson commuters, those in
Rockl and that have to pay a toll to get
over that bridge. Now, | underst and
that there's different authorities
involved in this process. A |lot of
Rockl anders have to go down the
Pal i sades Parkway and head over the GW
Bridge. There has to be a recognition
of that, and there has to be some sort
of a credit given to those folks. They
don't have the options. Every train in
Rockl and County is run by New Jersey
Transit. VWhich nunmber one is
substandard service and number two
takes a long tine to get down and then
over.

So if -- and also, a |ot of
fol ks, whether they be nurses, police
officers, firefighters, have to commute
in off hours where there literally is
no mass transit opportunities.

So I know I don't have too nuch
time yet, but when we tal k about
credits, you have to renmember west of

Hudson commuters, and at the very
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| east, there has to be sonme sort of a
credit as nmost as possible, | would
advocate for those comuters that are
paying a toll to get over the river.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is County
Executive Ed Day, followed by Assenbly
Member David Weprin.

COUNTY EXECUTI VE ED DAY: Hel | 0?

MS. FLAX: You may begin your
remar ks.

COUNTY EXECUTI VE ED DAY: Hey - -
stop --

l*"msorry. |I'mjust trying to
set this up.

MS. FLAX: We can see you and
hear you. You may begin your remarks.

COUNTY EXECUTI VE ED DAY: Ckay.
Thank you very nuch. And ny name is
County Executive Ed Day. | want to
t hank you for the opportunity.

Unli ke al most all of the menbers
of the Metropolitan Comunity

Transportation District, Rockland
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County has no one-seat rail ride to the
Central Business District and severely
limted mass transit alternatives.
This transit desert forces nore than
60 percent of our residents to drive
Iinto the city because they have no
ot her way to get there. And that
commute is not cheap.

Our residents pay heavy tolls on
t he George Washi ngton Bridge, Lincoln
Tunnel and Tappan Zee Bridge for
decades, while being subjected to a 400
mllion-dollar annual value gap between
what we pay to the MIA and what we get
in return. That equates to a
40 mllion-dollar gap in just the | ast
decade. And now you want these
commuters to give even nore while all
the East River bridges remain toll free
despite the significant transit options
to get into the city fromthose
communities.

Among those commuters include
cops, firefighters and others whose

wor k schedul es woul d | eave t hem
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stranded if not using their own
vehicle. Have all of you forgotten
9/11? 1s this your reward for their
sacrifice?

Connecticut comuters, yes, an
entirely different state, do not pay
one red cent and unbelievably receive
better service fromthe MIA than our
over payi ng MTA member Rockl and county.
One project that's proven this point is
the MTA's recent 1.3 billion dollar
Penn Station access project to provide
a second one-seat extension ride into
Penn Station for Metro-North, east of
t he Hudson commuters. Yes, a prem um
one-seat ride, while we in Rockland
still cannot get that basic one-seat
service.

I n exchange for that $40 mllion
extra collected by the MIA from
Rockl and each year, our county has
recei ved service reduction and
I ncreased fares. No inmprovenments to
the Pascack Valley rail line in

15 years. And no significant
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| mprovements to facilities, rolling
stock, yards or equi pment.

Now, the MTA will say they
I nvested heavily into west of the
Hudson Port Jervis line, which is true.
But unfortunately, that |line only
serves only one station in Rockl and.
And our residents make up | ess than
two percent of that ridershinp.

| challenge and invited each and
every one of you to find any
significant MIA investnment that has
been made in Rockland County in the
| ast 15 years. Rockland county
residents faced by far the highest
| evel of transit inequity in the MIA
region, and it would be an insult to
these famlies who are already
struggling to keep up with rising gas
prices and record-breaking inflation to
nove this forward wi thout an exenmption
as part of the CBD Tolling Programif
It is inplemented.

Thank you very nuch.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.
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Our next speaker is Assenbly
Member David Weprin, followed by
Counci | menber Sel vi na Brooks- Powers.

Assembly Member, you may unnute
yoursel f and begin your remarKks.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER DAVI D WEPRI N:

Good nor ni ng. ' m Assenbl yman
Davi d Weprin. | represent the 24th
Assenmbly District in Queens,
which will -- which will be one of the
nost adversely inmpacted by the
i mposition of congestion pricing.

Congestion pricing is not a fair
deal for New Yorkers. It is an out of
borough tax that will cripple famlies
and businesses in New York City at a
time of record inflation while we are
still recovering fromthe COVID-19
pandem c. The proposed day for
I mpl ement ati on of congestion pricing
could be as early as the end of next
year or the start of 2024.

| amcalling for a noratorium on
the i npl ementation of congestion

pricing through at | east December 31,
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2028, and I will sponsor the
| egi slation to that effect.

My district, which extends al ong
the Grand Central Parkway, is a public
transit dessert. A trip into Manhattan
can take two hours and often requires
hoppi ng two buses and two subway |ines.
Whereas driving more than cuts that
time in half. Many of my constituents
have no viable transportation options
ot her than driving a car. Congestion
pricing is anti drivers, which includes
taxi drivers, truck drivers, app based
providers and mllions of our neighbors
from across all five borough.

Inflation is skyrocketing, and
congestion pricing will raise costs for
every business in New York City. There
are no carve outs for small businesses
where the working drivers will be hit
twice by congestion pricing. First by
the fees and next by the increased
prices of goods and services.

There are no exenptions for the

di sabl ed, the elderly or the infirmed.
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To make matters worse, the MIA is
currently redesigning the bus network
and elimnating nultiple stops that ny
constituents have used for years, which
will result in further disruption to
ridership.

Our businesses haven't returned
to normal and their success requires
t he patronage and financial support of
out of borough residents. But
congestion pricing will cut this nmuch
needed revenue at the knee. The supply

chain disruptions that have i npacted

all of our lives for the past few years
will only be exacerbated by congestion
pricing, which will inpose yet another

fee on shipping conpanies and truck
drivers that transport our goods.

Any increases in shipping fees
will be borne by our businesses and
ultimately the custonmer.

Savvy shi pping conmpani es may cut
their | osses and abandon us as the
mar ket and the cost of doing business

becomes too high. The MIA is notorious
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for m smanagi ng funds. \What happened
to the $15 billion in federal funding?

In closing, the MITA is an
unaccept abl e, unaccount abl e and
untrustworthy steward on the public
funds. We nmust focus on fixing the MIA
and making it accountable. That's why
l*"mcalling for a noratorium on the
i mpl ement ati on - -

MS. FLAX: Pl ease concl ude your
remar ks.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER DAVI D WEPRI N:

-- of congestion pricing
t hrough -- through 2028.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Council menber
Sel vi na Brooks-Powers, followed by
Samr Lavingi a.

Counci | menmber, you may unnute
yoursel f and begin your remarKks.

COUNCI LMEMBER SELVI NA BROOKS- POWERS:

Hi, can you hear me?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

COUNCI LMEMBER SELVI NA BROOKS- POWERS:
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Perfect.

Good nor ni ng. | *' m Counci | woman
Sel vi na Brooks-Powers, representing
Sout heast Queens and Eastern Rockaway
in the New York City Council, and
serving as the chair of the Commttee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

l'd like to thank the agency for
hosting this forum for New Yorkers to
share their perspectives on how
congestion pricing will affect their
communities.

Thi s proposal stands to
significantly inpact the fabric of our
city by reducing traffic in Manhattan's
urban core, and by establishing a new
fundi ng stream for our public
transportation network and the many
critical i1nprovements necessary.

We have a real opportunity to
ensure that our subways, buses and
commuter rail systens continue to neet
t he needs of everyone who |lives, works
and plays in the New York region. But

this nmust be done right and done
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equitably. The MIA has rel eased the
wi de rangi ng set of proposals with tol
|l evel s rising as high as $23.

| have been stopped at events
across the city, e-mailed, called with
very val uabl e feedback on the
congestion pricing plan with concerns
of the inmpacts of communities |ike the
one | represent.

| believe it is critical that out
of borough communities |ike m ne, as
well as Staten |Island, South Bronx and
west Queens are not unjustly affected
by the financial and potentially the
envi ronment al burden this toll may
I mpose.

As the chair of the Commttee on
Transportation and Infrastructure and
as a Council member, whose constituents
have some of the | ongest comutes in
the city, | know first hand that many
residents in transportation deserts
rely on our cars as a key part of their
commut e.

Our communities |ack viable
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public transportation services to
effectively, safely and reliably travel
I nto Manhatt an. | have many
constituents who are seniors, as well
as people in need of medical care only
avai l able in Manhatt an. When, for
them the only way to access vital
services is by car. An overly
expensive toll will present a real
financial burden to our seniors and
di sabl ed communities that live on fixed
I ncomes.

Addi tionally, we need to be sure
t hat our existing infrastructure can
accommodat e new commuti ng preference.
My addition has three Long Island
Rai |l road stations. The MIA should
consi der expanding intracity LIRR fare
di scounts to make the rail an
af fordabl e option for nmore New Yorkers.

| also want to make sure that as
commut er demands shifts on car to
commuter rail, our stations do not
experience crowdi ng, overwhel med

parking lots, and less reliable
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servi ce.

| have al so heard serious
concerns fromtaxi drivers about this
proposal. Our network of taxi cab,
livery and ride share vehicles fill key
transportation gaps in many
communities, and these drivers have
al ready faced serious econom c burdens
in recent years and al ready --

MS. FLAX: Pl ease concl ude your
remar ks.

COUNCI LMEMBER SELVI NA BROOKS- POVERS:

-- congestion surcharge.

If I can just ask for one nore
noment, pl ease.

|"m sorry, can | ask for one nore
moment just to conplete it?

MS. FLAX: In respect for all
speakers, we ask that you keep your
remarks to three mnutes. You can
submt additional coments to us via
e-mail and we will follow up with you
on different ways to submt comments.

COUNCI LMEMBER SELVI NA BROOKS- POVERS:

Okay. Thank you.
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MS. FLAX: Our next speaker is
Samr Lavingia, followed by G enn
Dewar .

SAM R LAVI NGl A: Hel | o.
Hopefully you can see and hear me. |

appreci ate the opportunity to give

comment today. ' m a resident who
lives in the CBD area or what will be
t he CBD area. | I'ive adjacent to Union

Square Park. And | previously lived in
the West Village, which will also be
i ncluded in the area.

Previously, | have lived in two
different places with congestion
pricing, Singapore and London. And in
both places, it works amazingly to keep
congestion down, and inprove quality of
life for residents, comuters and
ot hers.

Ri ght now, we are sinply asking
people to pay for vehicle usage with
their time and their health via issues
with greenhouse gases and ot her stuff
i ke that.

So | think I read through the
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Environment al Assessnment and |

appreci ate how thorough it is. In ny
opinion, | think options D or E are the
right way to go. It's just a question

for me of what is going to raise the
most money for the MIA, what is the
si mpl est and what is going to reduce
the car usage as much as possi bl e.

When |'m thinking about these
options, what | think is, if I was a
resident or | was about to take a car
into the cordoned zone, what wil
prevent me fromdoing it. W want to
reduce these trips as much as possible
into the cordoned zone in order to
| mprove the |ives of the people who
live in it as nmuch as possible.

| think that nmeans we should have
as few exenptions as possible and we
can al ways increase costs and tolls
| ater if the need for more noney
ari ses.

There are so many benefits |ike
the environmental benefits, reductions

I n noise, bus speeds safety and speeds
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for emergency vehicles.

| often wal k around the area and
"1l see an emergency vehicle be stuck
in a ton of traffic. And |I honestly
wonder what is happening to the person
I nsi de when those sirens are going off.
| think we should additionally consider
charging different vehicles, not just
personal vehicles versus trucks. But
i ke SUVs or smart cars different
amounts of money. Because they sinply
take up way | ess space, emt |ess and
do way | ess damage to residents who
live in the area.

|'d also like to see a ranp up in
bus service. \When London | aunched
their congestion pricing program they
ramped up bus service by 27 percent.
Ri dershi p skyrocketed by 37 percent
virtually overnight. And it was half
of those people had been people who had
gotten out of their cars.

To summarize, | don't think we
can delay this project any | onger.

It's been del ayed again and again, and
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In the meanwhil e people who live in the
cordoned area are suffering. This
project will dramatically inmprove the
| ives of everyone who lives in the
region be it by cutting travel times
for drivers, delivery times for
delivery conpanies, better air quality
for residents, better bus fees for bus
riders and capital inprovements for
anyone who uses the MIA by this
dedi cated fundi ng stream

The benefits of this program are
I nnumer abl e, and we should mtigate the
I ssues raised as nmuch as possible. But
it is clear that congestion pricing is
somet hi ng that nust be done. And I
| ook forward to living in what wil
soon be the cordoned zone. And | am
very happy to pay whenever | need to
take a car in or out of the area.

Thank you so much for hosting
t hese sessions and taking nmy coments.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Gl enn Dewar,

foll owed by our 15th speaker on the
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|'ist, Sarah Gribetz.

GLENN DEWAR: Can you hear nme?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

GLENN DEWAR: Ckay.

Hi. M nanme is G enn Dewar.
live in Queens County. I"ma |lifel ong
resi dent of Queens County. There's ny
vi deo.

I'ma lifelong resident of Queens
County. | have been a caregiver for
nost of my Iife. My nother was
mentally ill. | took care of her for
28 years. My partner sadly was
di agnosed with cancer in 2019. | took
care of himfor the 17 months. | tried

to keep himalive. And now |'ve been

|l eft to take care of his mother. She
is in a senior living facility. But
there is still quite a many things that

need to be taken care of that often
require transporting her.

For exanple, right now, | need to
find a neurologist for her because
she's beginning to forget things.

These plans for congestion pricing
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don't consider caregivers. \hen |

| ooked at the presentation that you
presented, the di sabled people didn't
exist, the elderly didn't exist. W
are not mentioned and caregi vers nost
of all don't exist in any of these

pl ans.

The idea that somebody woul d be
using a car to transport a disabled or
el derly person in need is not
di scussed. This program takes a | ot of
t he best doctors and nmakes them
I naccessi ble to people in the outer
boroughs and any place el se that need
to drive a person in. MWMhen |I'm
considering a neurologist, I won't be
able to consider some of the best
neurol ogists in the city because they
will be inaccessible to me. | won't be
able to drive her. She uses a wal ker.

We were just in a pandem c.
Obviously, transit is not a great idea
when you are transporting a vul nerable
person. M partner, when he had

cancer, his inmmune system was
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conmprom sed in the mddle of the
pandem c. Telling people they have to
take transit in that environment is

I nsane.

When we | ook at the people who
are behind this, it's transportation
alternatives. And they have been not
mentioned throughout this presentation,
but they are really the masterm nds
behind this. And they hate drivers.
Their early nottos have been "one |ess

car" and currently, if you go to their
website and | ook at their branding,
their current thing is "streets are for
peopl e".

So when |I'm transporting soneone
with cancer or when | was taking care
of my nother, |I'm not even a human
being to transportation alternatives.
Only people on bikes apparently are
human bei ngs. But not people who need
cars. Bi cycl es have room for one
person. The people behind this don't

understand that. They don't understand

caring for another person and the
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1 responsibilities of that. They live in
2 a fantasy world. And we need to

3 seriously consider the elderly, the

4 di sabl ed and caregivers and stop

5 excluding themfromthis -- from --

6 fromlife in the city and our world.

7 Thank you very nmuch. That's al

8 the time | have.

9 MS. FLAX: Thank you.

10 Our next speaker i s Sarah

11 Gri betz, followed by Jonathan Ml er.
12 Our next speaker is Jonat han

13 MIller, followed by M chael Murray.

14 JONATHAN M LLER: Hi . My name is
15 Eli zabeth MIler. |'m here

16 representing me and nmy husband,

17 Jonat han today. We are residents of

18 t he Central Business District. W live
19 on the Lower East Side of Manhatt an.

20 And unli ke two speakers ago,

21 conpletely disagree with him W are
22 |'ifelong Lower East Siders. M husband
23 is a fifth generation down here, and we
24 conpl etely oppose congestion pricing.
25 And particularly, that it doesn't
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exenpt residents who live in the CBD

This insane plan is going to cost
hi gher living for everyone. Not j ust
t hose who own cars. It's going to cost
nore to get goods and services into
this part of the city.

My taxes, | live and work in New
York City. M taxes pay for these
roads, and we should be able to drive
on them wi t hout having to pay
addi tional money. And every tinme we
come home, we have to pay.

Now, we tal k about exenptions for
| ow i ncome New Yorkers, $60,000 is just
a joke. But really, | have three
children in this city, public
transportation on the Lower East Side
is a mess. For all you MIA people on
here, you should know that the East
Broadway subway stop is the 12th nost
dangerous stop in New York City. ' 'm
not going to take nmy kids there.

The ML4 is anpong the worst bus
lines in Manhatt an. lt's really a

shame that this is such a nmoney grab by
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the MITA, they can't even see how they
don't exenpt residents of the Central
Busi ness District. And this is going
to be borne on our backs.

So maybe, in some kind of
alternative universe, the goals are
nobl e, the MIA has made it clear, it's
not really about reducing pollution or
air quality. It's really about raising
money for them which frankly is not ny
problem And the residents need an
I mmedi ate exenption for all residents.
It should not be income-based.

And the |ast point | want to make
is that | use nmy car in Manhattan, as
many people have nmentioned on here, to
see doctors. M son has hearing | oss,
requires a | ot of special services, and
t he second we | eave the CBD, we are
going to be charged. lt's really

ridi cul ous and we are conpletely

opposed.

And | will cede nmy time for other
peopl e.

Thank you.
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MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is M chael
Murray, followed by Daniel Eckman.

M chael, you may unnute yourself
and begin your remarks.

M CHAEL MURRAY: Thank you for
this opportunity to conment on the
proposed congestion pricing schenes.

Mark Twain said there are three
kinds of lies, white lies, dam |ies
and statistics. And the EA's happy
findings of little to no adverse i nmpact
defy logic. This will be an
unm tigated econom c di saster for
everybody living in the Central
Busi ness District and every busi ness
| ocat ed here.

Some have said this is an outer
borough tax. Well, it's also a huge
tax on the people living within the
Central Business District. | f people
outside the district don't want this
and people inside the district don't
want this, it obviously needs to die.

In any case, nmy wife and |I are
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retired senior citizens living on a
fixed income in what would be the
Manhattan Central Business District.

Mor eover, | suffer from severe CoPD and
emphysema. \When air pollution

t hreatening my very existence, | should
be a fan of congestion pricing that

I mproves air quality. But the reality
i's that congestion pricing, as
currently proposed, will be an absol ute
di saster for nmy wife and I.

My health precludes me from using
mass transit. We need to drive to
essential medical care. And under the
current proposal, we face punishing
tolls every time | need to go to New
Yor k- Presbyterian to see the lung
transpl ant team or whenever | need to
go to the National Jew sh Respiratory
I nstitute at Mount Sinai.

Mor eover, we face onerous tolls
whenever driving to see relatives on
Long |Island or sinmply doing sonmething
| i ke going to Stew-Leonards in Yonkers.

In short, the current proposal
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1 woul d largely Iimt our lives to the

2 CBD, virtually erasing our right to

3 travel . No ot her popul ation would face
4 t he hardships that will be inmposed on

5 residents of the CBD. Moreover,

6 residents of the CBD are not the cause
7 of traffic congestion. Commuters,

8 trucks and for-hire vehicles cruising

9 our streets while waiting for fares are
10 cl ogging our streets. And those

11 claimng that residents of the CBD have
12 many options other than driving al

13 seemto assume that people are healthy
14 enough to wal k, bike or use mass

15 transit. While the Uber, Lyft and taxi
16 | obbyi sts are demandi ng exenpti ons or
17 asking society to subsidize the very

18 activities that cause congesti on.

19 Under m ni ng congestion pricing ability
20 to get nmore people to use mass transit.
21 Clearly fairness requires

22 exemptions for residents of the CBD,

23 especially seniors and the handicap.

24 I f politics precludes fair treatnment of
25 resi dents of the CBD, then we should
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foll ow London's congestion pricing
program where residents of the CBD get
a 90-percent discount.

MS. FLAX: Pl ease concl ude your
remar ks.

M CHAEL MURRAY: Addi tionally,
with congestion pricing increase and
t he cost of --

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Dani el
Eckman, followed by Evan Ferrer.

DANI EL ECKMAN: Can you hear ne?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

DANI EL ECKMAN: Good morning. M

name i s Dan Eckman. | live in
Sheepshead Bay, Brookl yn. |'"'ma native
New Yorker. |I'ma small business
owner, |I'ma mddle class father of two

and | need nmy car to earn nmy |iving.
Not everyone in Manhattan is an

i nvest ment banker or a web devel oper,
my job involves the use of tools and a
| adder . | can't put it on a bicycle
and it's illegal to transport those

t hi ngs on a subway.
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You want me to pay upwards of one
hundred dollars a week, that's five
t housand dollars a year, | don't to
feed my children. The MIA wants noney,
the MITA al ways wants noney. Maybe get
It from sonmewhere else this time. You
got my sales tax, you've got my state
I ncome tax, you've got my city income
tax, you've got an MIA surcharge on ny
vehicle registration and ny cell phone
bill. I'"mpretty sure you' ve got one
on my home phone and mny i nternet
service. | haven't checked that
recently, but I'massum ng that it's
sonewhere in the fine print.

The city wants to work on the
congesting. The congestion is a
created problem You showed a graph at
t he beginning of this that said that
since 2010, suddenly, congestion
spi ked. Well, guess what? |In 2011, we
went form having 13,000 medal i on taxis
to having an extra 80,000 Uber drivers.
And Manhattan al one has 350 m | es of

bi ke 1 anes. And you elimnated all the
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avai | abl e | egal parking for private
vehicles pretty much in the Central

Busi ness District, which means that
everybody on the road is driving around
| ooki ng for a parking space.

This is a created problem that
now we are being asked to pay for. And
It's fundanmentally unfair. You know,
we are tal king about people who need
money to feed their famlies.
Manhattan represents a massive portion
of everyone's income when you live in
the greater New York City area, and we
can't be held to account for poor
pl anni ng on the part of the city
gover nnment .

You know, we can't continue to
hol d, basically, a war on the m ddle
class. You know, if you want to free
up parking, then fewer people would be
driving around | ooking for a parking
space. | f you maybe audited the bike
| anes to see whether or not anyone is
using those 350 mles of road at a

vol ume that justifies the anount of
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squeeze that's been created for all the
cars that you are now saying are
congested, maybe you'd discover that it

was actually not a good use of the

space.
| am not anti bike. | have a

bi ke. | love to ride ny bike. But the

fact is, |I know when |'m driving

t hrough Manhattan all the time, that
t hose bi ke | anes are enpty. And every
bl ock is two fewer parking spaces and
two fewer parking spaces is two nore
people circling the block all day
| ooking for a place to put their car.
And where they wind up settling into a
| ot where |I'm going to go ahead and
assume that part of that tax pays for
t he MIA, too.

So ultimately, this is about
bl am ng the wrong people and hol di ng
people to account who don't have the
money.

Thank you for your tinme.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Evan Ferrer,
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foll owed by our 20th speaker on the
list, Steven Sal vesen.

EVAN FERRER: Hell o. Thank you
for having ne. My name is Evan. | am
a lifelong Manhattan resident. This is
my second time testifying on behal f of
the Central Business District tolling,
whi ch Manhattan so desperately needs.

The fact is there are too many
cars on the city street. | live and
bi ke on Manhattan island and | can
testify that the bike |anes are full.
There are plenty of cyclists. \Whatever
t he previous guy just said is
absol utely untrue. In fact, sidewal ks
are so congested that | regularly see
wheel chairs and elderly and di sabl ed
people in the bike | anes. In fact, we
should be wi dening sidewal ks.

We need to take space away from
the cars. We need to fundamentally
change how we think about
transportation. |'m sorry, not
everyone needs a car. There are good

doctors in Queens, there are good
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doctors in Brooklyn and there are

pl enty of business opportunities in

t hose boroughs and north of 60th Street
as well.

Il -- 1 -- we need this congestion
pricing. Pl ease don't give into these
peopl e. Pl ease. We need it. Okay.
And in fact, I'd -- 1'd go as far as to
say the good people of the Bronkx,
Fordham Road, they can use congesti on
pricing. \What about Atlantic Avenue in
Br ookl yn by the Barclays Center, |
t hi nk people that |live there could
probably use a road diet and congestion
pricing as well.

So pl ease, we need this. W need
It badly. We needed it yesterday. W
needed it years ago. So |I'm begging
you, don't listen to these people.

Pl ease give the people of Manhattan
what t hey need.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Steven

Sal vesen, followed by M ng-Yi Smth.
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Our next speaker is M ng-Yi
Smth, followed by Quentin Heil broner.
You may begin your remarks.

M NG Yl SM TH: Thank you. My
name is Mng-Yi Smth. |I'ma resident
of the Lower East Side, Manhatt an. [''m
also a mother of two children, and I am
part of a commt group that
unfortunately the Departnent of
Educati on has not been able to offer
our children a ride up to their school.

Our children were accepted, so
represent three other famlies. Our
children were accepted into TAG Young
Schol ars, which is on the upper
Manhat t an. It's a public school and
because we |ive outside of the
transportation zone, we have to
actually take our children to school
every day by ourselves.

The DOE has failed us. | have
appeal ed many ti nes. Even though we
live in the same district, we cannot
take the children on the school bus.

So nmy children have to rely on us to go
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up and down every day to go to school.
This is only just for going to school.

So by charging us this extra
congestion pricing, it's -- it's an
extra tax again. This is m ddle-incone
fam lies. Just because we live on
Lower East Side. | think you are
m ssing the part of where the wealthy
people are living. They're on the
Upper East Side and the Upper West
Side. They are the investment bankers.
We are just regular people.

Secondly, nmy husband is also --
he's an artist. So he relies on
driving with his equipnment to film
sets -- again, he |leaves -- he has to
| eave the city, |leave where we live in
order to commute to work. So all these
taxes is doing is just -- is -- is just
taxing us for no reason. We didn't
choose -- we didn't choose to nmove to
Lower East Side before this happened.
And now this is forcing everyone to pay
an extra fee.

Secondly, when | was | ooking
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at -- there are two points I want to
make, one the speaker form Queens was
excel l ent, on point. Uber is the
reason for congestion pricing. Anyone
can become an Uber driver or a Lyft
driver. If you really want to restrict
traffic, that's where you need to
really focus on.

Secondly, when | was | ooking at
the presentation earlier, it had said
t hat, you know, maybe there's a
t housand people that has really chi med
in, we live in an eight-mllion-people
city. This is not some public
outreach. You are failing on public

outreach if you are really looking to

hear from -- hear back from everybody.
1,000 out of 8 mllion, that's |ess
than 0.01 percent. So this is not a

public hearing outreach attenmpt at all.
Not within New York City. Certainly
not to the people who Iive here.

| appreciate your time and thank
you so much for |istening.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.
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Our next speaker is Quentin
Hei | broner, followed by Leslie Stevens.

Our next speaker is Leslie
Stevens, followed by Sophia Kakaral a.

Leslie, you may unnute and begin
your remarKks.

LESLI E STEVENS: Thank you.
don't know, I'm going to | eave ny
camera off just because it seens to be
glitching a bit.

Thank you for listening to ny
input. | live in New Jersey, unlike
most people here, and | do vol unteer
wor k specifically to combat climte
change in New York City.

Just this week, a British friend
who was visiting, visiting New York
told me she was shocked and appal |l ed by
how many passenger cars, vans and
trucks are in the city. London's focus
is on clean air. In fact, they have
t hese clean air zones. They don't cal
It congestion pricing anynore. So to
t he points that sonme people are making

about the MIA, the MIA seens to be
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focused on noney as opposed to reducing
pollution and improving air quality.

So | encourage -- that seens to
be |i ke an add-on, but | think that's
got to be a very inmportant part of this
whol e CBDTP. | am however, strongly
recommendi ng that New York City adopts
t he CBDTP as soon as possible. This
congestion pricing plan | ooks pretty
reasonable to nme. And certainly as a
first pass. And | strongly
recommend -- | have several
recommendati ons.

The first is absolutely no
exenptions for perhaps two years so
t hat the overall impact on congestion
can be exam ned nore across at |east a
coupl e years.

Second of all, |I do -- | amquite
empat hetic for the famlies with school
children and for the elderly who need
medi cal visits or other people who need
medi cal visits. |If there is a way to
make a dayti me exemption for those

fol ks for the period of time they need
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It, perhaps that would at | east
al l eviate some of the issues we've
al ready heard.

' m al so concerned, number three,
I s about the em ssions inpact on the
Cross Bronx area and specifically the
E -- Environmental Justice
communities --

Nunmber four is, | also think it's
crazy that we have so many Uber drivers
I n SUVs. | think the SUVs and | arge
vehicles should be treated as a
separate category from passenger cars
and taxis. So |I think that the SUVs
actually should get taxed until they
become electric.

MS. FLAX: Pl ease conclude your
remar ks.

LESLI E STEVENS: I"d really like
to see nore focus on --

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

LESLI E STEVENS: Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Our next speaker is
Sophi a Kakaral a, followed by Brian

Fri sch.
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Our next speaker is Brian Frisch,
foll owed by Rocco Lacertosa.

BRI AN FRI TSCH: Hi . My nanme is
Brian Fritsch. |''m a resident of
Brookl yn, and father of a
three-year-old and 11-nonth-old who
does not own a car.

As such, I'mextrenely reliant on
our subway system for noving around the
city. Hauling two car seats and a
stroller in the cabs and taking other
nodes of transportation sinmply not
possi ble for me when |I'm parenting
al one, which has made me dependent on
subway stations with elevators, of
whi ch we have far too few across the
city.

Clearly, these accessibility
I ssues are not new and one that
t housands of New York area residents
deal with on a daily basis. Mostly in
far more complicated situations in
m nd.

That's why | was pleased to see

buil di ng new el evator service in a wide
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range of stations is key part of the
current MTA capital plan that
congestion pricing will help fund, and
al so that the MTA is commtted to
maki ng nearly all their stations ADA
accessi ble within the next few decades.

l"m al so please to see signa
upgr ades, electric buses and new trains
i ncl uded al ongsi de exciting projects
| i ke Penn Station Access. Many of
these i mprovements could significantly
be del ayed wi t hout congestion pricing,
and we must invest in public transit
now.

As we near the one-year
anni versary of Hurricane |lda tomorrow
and the ten-year anniversary of Super
storm Sandy in October, |I'malso very
hopeful that congestion pricing wil
hel p New York City be nore
environmentally sound and a heal thier
city that elevates mass transit over
polluting cars. This will help inmprove
our air quality and reduce asthma rates

for our children. Hel p us achieve with
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fewer traffic and pedestrian fatalities

and reduce em ssions that will help us
reduce our carbon footprint overall.

We desperately need a city,
region and world that will ultimtely
be a healthier place for nmy kids to
live. More resilient to the storns
that we are likely to come see nore
frequently in the future, and one that
I's more equitable for the mllions of
New Yor kers that don't own a car and
rely on our subway and rail system
That's why | strongly support
congestion pricing to help make that
vision a reality.

Thank you to the MIA and the
state for your work in nmoving this
project forward.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Rocco
Lacertosa, followed by Edward Chi ani.

Rocco, you may unnute yourself

and begin your remarks.

ROCCO LACERTOSA: Thank you. Can
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you hear me?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

ROCCO LACERTOSA: Thank you.
Good nmor ni ng. Menbers of the Traffic
Mobility Review Board. M nane is
Rocco Lacertosa, |'mthe chief
executive officer of the New York State
Energy Coalition. W serve as the
voi ce of the renewable bio diesel and
heating oil industry in the five
boroughs of New York City and Nassau
and Suffol k Counti es.

l'"'mtestifying today to express
the grave concerns among my menber ship,
regardi ng the Central Business District
Toll Program the different tolling
structure scenarios to comerci al
vehicles and trucks as outlined in the
Envi ronment al Assessment and the inpact
It would have on our industry and by
ext ensi on, our customers.

My members make multiple trips in
and out of Manhattan all day | ong,
every day of the year. And it goes up

exponentially in the wintertime during
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t he heating season. From October to
April.

We deliver with lIarge trucks. We
send in service vans to repair and
repl ace heating equi pment. And agai n,
these are nultiple trips every day of
the year here. These nultiple trips
t hrough the Central Business District
will equate to increased cost to our
conpani es, which would thus have to be
passed onto consuners, which no one
real ly wants.

This, of course -- this outcone
benefits no one and certainly is not
one we wish to inplement at a time when
the cost of living and the cost of
goods is certainly exorbitantly high.
We urge the Traffic Mobility Review
Board to consider alternative tolling
structures for commercial vehicles and
trucks who are passing through the CBD
for work-related purposes, including
but not Ilimted to credits, reasonable
and fair discounts or exenptions.

As | nmentioned, we represent
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conpani es that engage in tinme sensitive
emergency work in a timely manner for
consumers who are experiencing issues
for both commercial and residenti al
| ocations. Simlar to the way Con
Edi son perfornms emergency worKk
t hroughout the city for electricity,
gas and steam wor k.

We have performed this work at a
nunber of city and state owned
| ocati ons, including nursing hones.
hospitals, schools, |low inconme housing
conpl exes and many other facilities
t hat are heated during the cold New
York winters. It is our understanding
t hat under Section 1704-A, Subsection
3A of the MIA's Reform and Traffic
Mobility Act, the Triborough Bridge and
Tunnel Authority can inplement the plan
for credits, discounts and exenptions
for tolls paid on bridges and crossings
i nformed by the Traffic Mobility Review
Board' s recomendati ons.

We respectfully request that the

board consi der our request and the
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| mportance of our work, particularly
during emergenci es as tenperatures
become nore extreme and deadly, and
consi der exenptions for emergency
vehicles and for diesel oil, bio heat
and bi o heating trucks be consi dered
emergency vehicles for the purposes of
the CBD Tolling Program

| thank you for your time and
appreci ate the opportunity to give ny
testi mony today.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker i s Edward
Chi ani, followed by Arnold Ham I ton.

EDWARD CHI ANI : Hel | o. Good
eveni ng -- good norning. Can you hear
me ?

MS. FLAX: We can hear you.

EDWARD CHI ANI : Ckay. | had a
whol e bunch of stuff to tal k about, and
|*ve been watching for the |ast couple
of days. And there's nothing |I am
going to say that you haven't already
heard a mllion times over. So | just

got to bring up a few things to
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reiterate.

There was a guy before that said

don't listen to us, the people who
don't -- who are against it. " m here
to say, listen to the people who are
for it. Because nobody can give you a

better reason of why this is wrong than
t hose people right there. Those people
who are for it, that say go for it
ei ther aren't inpacted, are people who
hate cars, who wal k around five feet
fromthem they don't work or they do
wor k and they work down the block from
where they live in the city. | can't
afford that.

| had to |leave the city and conme
back into Queens for nmy office because
| couldn't afford -- well, during the
riots -- no, |'msorry, peaceful
protests, nmost of the places |I worked
had to close down. So now |I'm hone.
By going to the city to do work when |
need to drive. | work on conmputers and
network for small conpanies that can't

afford the big people. And now that |
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have to pay -- how nmuch nore to -- to
come into Queens, then | m ght have to
go to Brooklyn and come back into
Queens and then into Manhatt an.

Every time | hear that, | got to
pay to do that on the bridge, and the
tolls on the tunnels. Are you taxing
me to use something that | already pay
for? Isn't that a double tax? A
triple tax? Isn't that taxation
wi t hout representation? Because the
noney is not going to me who is a car
driver. It's going to the MIA. The
same people who are going to monitor
whet her or not |I'mdriving around and
keep going. And -- and then turn
around, and |I'm going to trust the sane
people to nonitor that? They can't
even nmonitor the subway right, the
swi tches and everything else.

New Yorkers want to help. W all
wor k together. You want to get nore
money fromus? No problem When | go
regi ster my car, put a surcharge on top

of it. But don't charge nme every day,
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every time | drive. And the other
thing really, you want a mllion
dollars? Go ask de Bl asi o where he put
that 1.9 mllion nobody can find, or
his wife who stole the $850,000. Maybe
you shoul d use that to build up

busi ness.

Just think about what you are
doing. The MTA doesn't have the right
to tax. It says it right there. Let's
be reasonabl e about this. Find other
ways to --

MS. FLAX: Pl ease concl ude your
remar ks.

EDWARD CHI ANl :  Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Arnold
Ham | t on, followed by Peter Triestman.

Our next speaker is Peter
Triestman, followed by our 30th speaker
on the list, Gerald Adames.

Our next speaker is Gerald
Adames, followed by M chell e PetelicKki

Geral d, you may unmute yourself

and begin your remarks.
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GERALD ADAMES.: | want to
t hank - -

MS. FLAX: We can hear you.

GERALD ADAMES: Good norni ng. I
want to thank the panel for the work
that they put into the -- into the
assessment and its tenets and what it
woul d produce and the hypothesis behind
sonme of the positive things that could
come out of this.

However, as a Yonkers resident
commuting into Manhattan every day,
naturally, |1'm going to be agai nst
this. This is not cost or another
charge that | have to pay. So |I'm just
trying to look at it froma positive
lens. In nmy last call, | asked that
you provide some sort of a discount for
electric vehicles, since they do honor
part of the initiatives or pronote sone
of the initiatives that you are putting
forth, which is noise -- noise
reducti on and, you know, cleaner air.

Ri ght. Less CO2 em ssions right at a

rate of 50 percent for crossing those
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tolls for electric vehicles.

By doing that, you wll be
pronmoting electric vehicles. You will
al so be broadening the Horizons of the
MIA to -- so they can say hey, | ook, we
are pronmoting greener skies, right.

But | challenge you to | ook at this
skeptically or critically, rather. So
one of the tenets of congestion pricing
Is that it will reduce traffic. W do
not know that. We don't know that
definitively. Your hypothesis is that
traffic will be reduced. But you don't
know that. Sinply because you are not
able to get into the m nds of the
rider.

Many of the people will still
continue to come into New York. They
will. Il will -- I'"mfiguring over
95 percent. So it's -- it's -- it's
not going to be a rate at which it's
going to actually be influential in a
way that you are hoping it will be.
Anot her tenet of congestion pricing is

that it will create cl eaner air. We
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al so do not see the signs on how that
will come about sinply because if the
toll is paid at the same amount or sane
amount of vehicles are passing through
t he cordoned zone or zone to be toll ed,
t hat are already passing through today,
then there will not be cleaner air. It
will sinply be the same anount of gas
vehi cl es going through there.

So another tenet is that
congestion pricing will raise noney for
the MTA. And that is true. That's
exactly true. And you can expect that

there are going to be many | awsuits.

This congestion pricing will not go

into effect until
after you put it
di sparate i npact

di sabl ed peopl e,

two, three years
t hrough because of the
on people of color,

and so many ot her

peopl e, that unfortunately this wil

not be able to nove forward.

MS. FLAX:

remar ks.

Pl ease concl ude your

GERALD ADAMES: So thank you so

much.
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MS. FLAX: Our next speaker is
M chelle Petelicki, followed by Andrew
Gr ossman.

M chelle Petelicki?

M CHELLE PETELI CKI : Hi . Can you
hear me?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

M CHELLE PETELI CKI : Thank you.
My video for some reason is not
wor ki ng, so | apol ogize. But good
morning. My is Mchelle Petelicki.
And | own Panorama Tours, a small
woman- owned bus company in New Jersey.
We are | ocated in Bergen County, which
is triangled exactly ten mles fromthe
George Washi ngton Bridge and ten m | es
fromthe Lincoln Tunnel.

l'"'mtestifying today to ask that
whi |l e working on the paranmeters of this
program that you recognize that al
buses, both private and public, are a
part of the solution to the goals you
wi sh to acconplish such as reducing
congestion and inproving air quality.

Buses are not contri butors to the
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problem  Therefore, | ask that an
exenption for all buses be built into
the final CBD Tolling Program

Let's tal k about congesti on.
took this opportunity to put together
for you real data fromnmy snmall
conpany. Although we predom nately
service in New Jersey market, in a
12-month time frame, Panorama took 533
uni que trips, averaging 47 passengers
into the CBD. | f each passenger
decided to drive thenmselves into the
CBD for their trip for that show or for
that restaurant, it would have been an
addi ti onal 25,051 vehicles in the
district.

The denographic of those 25,051
passengers stretched across all
soci oeconom c cl asses, all races and
all religions. It included all ages
from babies to seniors, and because our
fleet consisted ADA accessible
vehicles, we were able to bring
di sabl ed passengers into the district

t hat ot herwi se may not have been able
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to get there.

We transported residents as well
as visitors both donmestic and
I nternational, w thout adding
additional cars or worse yet, drivers
that may be unfamliar with driving New
York City streets. |If an additional
expense such as a toll will be added to
private buses, the cost may not be
advant ageous to the riding public,
ultimately deterring them from using
this service.

Now, let's nove to air quality.
Buses today are very different from
what they were 20 years when | entered
this business. Buses have al ways been
recogni zed as being one of the nost
fuel -efficient nodes of transportation,
getting approximtely 280 passenger
m | es per gallon, versus a car that
gets approxi mately 30.

Today's buses, however, include
technol ogy that does even nore. Every
bus is manufactured with an engine that

requires diesel exhaust fluid to run.
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This fluid breaks down har nt ul

em ssions into non-hazardous nitrogen
and water. Therefore reduces bus's
em ssions by 90 percent.

In addition to the -- every bus
has di esel particulate filters designed
to capture and store exhaust soot,
keeping it from being expelled into the
air that we breath. These are not the
ol d smoky buses that one may remenber
from years ago.

To wrap up, | hope | was able to
provide you with real examples of how
buses, both private and public, are
hel pful to the success of the CBD
Tolling Program To make sure that
private buses continue to be a viable
service for the public, an exenption
must be made for those vehicles as this
programis depl oyed.

Thank you for your tinme.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Andrew
Grossman, followed by Darrin Gtlitz.

Our next speaker is Darrin
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Gtlitz, followed by Dyl an Yen.

Darrin, you may begin your
remarks.

Darrin, you are unnuted, but we
cannot hear you.

Darrin, because we cannot hear
you, we will move to our next speaker.

Our next speaker is Dylan Yen,
foll owed by Marietta Viera.

DYLAN YEN: Hi. Can you hear me?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

DYLAN YEN: Great. Sorry | can't
join my video. It's techni cal
difficulties.

| amin favor of the congestion
pricing program However, in
principle. Having lived in London and
Si ngapore. However, | don't believe
that the inmplementation of this
program as prescribed by the MIA, is
quite frankly a great idea.

As a |l ot of the other speakers
have mentioned, a |ot of these m ddle
class famlies, small businesses, what

have you, rely on their cars or their
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commerci al vehicles to come into
Manhattan to perform essenti al
servi ces. Thus, and there is no other
alternative, | believe the gentlenen
who said it is illegal for himto bring
a | adder onto the subway and quite
frankly, it would be quite impractical
to bring such a thing onto the subway.
So in principle, I amin favor of
it. As | can see the results of it.
However, the inplenmentation and
infrastructure that currently exist in
the city does not actually support this

ki nd of thing.

Furthernmore, | don't --
furthermore, | think that this -- | am
worried that this will turn into
anot her billion-dollar slush fund used

to bailout Upstate ski resorts that has

hi storically happened before.

So in summary, | don't think that
supporting this will be a good idea, in
princi ple. However, | believe that in
the future, if -- if we go back to the

drawi ng board and establish the
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Infrastructure needed to inmplement such
program then | would support it.

Thank you for your time. I wi |
yi el d.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Marietta
Viera, followed by Nicole Love.

Our next speaker is Nicole Love,
foll owed by David Geizhal s.

Our next speaker is David
Gei zhal s, followed by Hassan El hel wa.

Our next speaker is Hassan
El hel wa, followed by Mel odie Bryant.

Our next speaker is Melodie
Bryant, followed by our 40th speaker on
the list, Sam Pirozzol o.

Mel odi e, you may unmute and begin
your remarKks.

MELODI E BRYANT: Thank you. And
t hanks to the nmembers of this panel for
hol di ng t hese hearings and taking ny
testi mony today.

| am begging you to institute
congestion pricing as soon as possible.

It's done in other cities. New Yor k
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can do it too, and we really need it.
The planet is telling us right now that
we need to do it. How many 90-degree
days in a row do we need to experience?
| live in Chelsea, to me is the
central living district. l*"m a strong
supporter of congestion pricing and
wi Il back the choice of colum G in the
recap of tolling scenarios. Although
this would exempt taxis -- although
this would not exenpt taxis, an
i ndustry that has unconsci onably
affected by the introduction of
for-hire vehicles, it's the nost
responsi bl e environmental alternative.
And it is only fair to the rest
of us considering who is driving. As
much as they conmplain, statistics have
shown that drivers earn tw ce the
amount of people riding transit. Since
the MTA's own studi es show t hat
85 percent of people already commute by
transit, we are tal king about a | oud
m nority who drive into the city or

within the city at will, or vested
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Interest |ike E-ZPass, which has been
trying to influence our elected, many
outside the city can park and ride, but
t hey choose not to. And it's ironic
that their elected whine about being in
transit deserts that they thensel ves
can vote to institute a transit for.

They care nothing for the
envi ronment in Manhattan, which they
are just spoiling for the residents in
it. | doubt they will welcome a
mllion cars a day in their
nei ghbor hoods as we have.

As it is, we now have a hundred
t housand additional cars in our streets
since before the pandem c. Ubers are a
big part of that. And drivers are
i ncreasingly enraged and crazy. We
live with this. They junp the curve on
regul ar basis and nurder us, they run
l i ghts, they block crosswal ks and drive
us into traffic. And traffic deaths
are higher now than they were before
Vision Zero was instituted.

Meanwhil e, the world is going off

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100



In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 31, 2022
119

a cliff because of carbon em ssions and
the greatest single percentage of that
Is comng fromprivate cars. In a city
with the biggest transportation network
in the nation, it's absurd that we |live
In this scenario. The opposition

obj ects to paying as much as $23 to
enter the city at peak. We in turn are
asking if they'd pay that fee to

di scourage their driving and mtigate a
fraction of the cost it incurs on the
rest of us. Ast hma, |ung cancer,

| earning disability from | ead, stink,
noi se, aggression, and theft of our
public space and traffic deaths.

The answer is not to |let these
drivers steanroll over the rest of us.
But to make transit so conveni ent and
attractive that even they will prefer
to use it to the hassle of driving into
the city.

For city drivers with kids or
el derly, we have taxis which even if
you took five a day, would cost |ess

t han having a car and paying for
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par ki ng and gas. Beyond carve outs
with people with disabilities, there
shoul d be no carve outs in congestion
pricing. Column G comes as close to
t hat as possible. Congestion pricing
shoul d happen as fast as possible.
Pl ease. We need this.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Sam
Pirozzol o, followed by Louise Torres.

Sam you may unmute yourself and
begi n your remarKks.

SAM PI ROZZOLO: You hear me?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

SAM Pl ROZZOLO:  Okay. My nane is
Sam Pirozzol o. I'ma lifelong Staten
| sl ander, and | kind of have to chuckl e
alittle bit when | was listening to
some of the | egislators speaking
earlier today.

So first, | want to say thank you
for the opportunity to be here.
really like the direct my comments to

my fellow New Yorkers. It was funny to
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hear the legislators all say that they
ki nd of want to get an exenption for
t heir people.

As a future and potential future
| egi slator, | kind of have to agree. |
would Ii ke to help you get that
exenption also. Except | think we need
to get an exemption for all New
Yorkers. Not just for your New
Yorkers. Just like red light cameras
and speed cameras had nothing to do
with safety, congestion pricing really
has nothing to do with congesti on and
everything to do with pricing.

We are tal king about this MIA
board, and | don't mean to insult
anyone, but this MIA board is appointed
by elected officials. New York City
voters have the opportunity to stop
this by the people that you el ect.

Whet her congestion pricing happens or
not, this is really just an opportunity
to warm you up. So instead of having a
23-dollar toll, maybe we'll have an

ei ght-dollar toll and everybody shoul d
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be relieved because it's not the $8,
you know, or the $23 that it was
supposed to be.

The bottom line is, congestion
pricing was a bad idea ten years ago,
It's a bad idea today and it will be a
bad idea in the future. Even the MIA,
| don't know the studies you showed
earlier, but even the newspapers and
t he medi a have been saying that it does
not show any effect that it's going to
reduce congestions, that it's going to
reduce greenhouse em ssions. All it's
going to do is continue to pick the
pockets of every New Yorker now.

On Staten Island, we've |ived
with this plight for a long time.

We've been paying the toll to go to
wor k and come back, you know, go to and
fromwork. This is really just another
tax just like the speed camera, | ust

li ke the red |ight canera.

So | want everybody to understand
that this board is appointed by your

| ocal politicians, your | ocal
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politicians have the ability to stop
this and you need to put the squeeze on
t hem

Congestion pricing is a bad idea,
and I will fight against it every
single day I can. Thank you so nuch.
|*"mgoing to yield the rest of nmy tinme.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Louise
Torres, followed by Bill Feinberg.

Our next speaker is Bill
Fei nberg, followed by Myer Florez.

Our next speaker is Myer Florez,
foll owed by Thomas M I | er.

Our next speaker is Thomas
MIller, followed by Cressida Connolly.

THOVAS M LLER: Hello. Can you
hear me?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

THOVAS M LLER: Hi . | *'m Thomas
MIller. 1'"ma resident of Hell's
Kitchen and the CBD. And |'ve raised
my famly, four kids, two of whom are
still at home with us here for quite

some tinme.
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1 | do own a car, and | have
2 garaged that car ever since | noved to
3 Hell's Kitchen al nost 40 years ago or
4 SoO.
5 | think we are very anbival ent
6 about the congestion pricing problem
7 because if you wal k down the street
8 from our apartment at 49th and
9 9t h Avenue any afternoon, you see the
10 problemin action. Thousands of cars
11 j ammed, gridlocked streets across town,
12 you can't get there. lt's awful and
13 It's gotten a | ot worse.
14 However, the inplementation of
15 the plan I think is quite unfair to us
16 resi dents of the CBD. So we use our
17 car not to run around Manhattan in the
18 CBD, but to get out of Manhattan, quite
19 frankly. But does that mean when we
20 come back to our home, |I'm going to be
21 taxed or tolled for going the three
22 bl ocks fromthe West Side Hi ghway to
23 our garage on west 50th Street? It
24 makes no sense at all. We're already
25 payi ng an enormpus anount of noney just
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to garage the car and of course the
property -- the city parking tax kicks
I n.

Now, there's a sinple solution
for exempting CBD residents |ike nyself
who garage their cars, keep them off
the streets. W are not even | ooking
for a parking space, and that is to
exenpt everyone who has a New York City
parking tax exenmption certificate
automatically. W are putting our cars
in the garage during the week. W are
not using themthen. W are getting
out of town, frankly, on the weekend
and that's it.

So CBD residents, | think should
be fully exenpted. And those who don't
park their cars in the garage should
still get an exenption. And you can
easily do that by syncing up with the
vehicle registration information that's
already on file with New York State.

Secondly, it's clear that the
real problem with congestion is caused

| argely, not uniquely, by vehicles
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for-hire. You benchmarked 2010 as the
date when there was relatively little
congestion conmpared to today. Well,
guess what? [In 2010, there was no
Uber. It was incorporated in San
Francisco in 2011. And since then the
vehicle for-hire number of rides per
day have gone from zero in 2010 to
600, 000 per day according to the TLC' s
own statistics this year.

So if you wal k around during
congestion, you'll see the TC pl ates
everywhere. We see themall the tine.
So unfortunately, while this is not a
job protection, it's a congestion
reducti on hearing, Uber and all their
vehicle for-hire drivers or conpanies
need to be taxed nore for their
| i censes and Uber and those conmpani es
should provide the city with
i nformati on about how much time each
and every one of their drivers spend
within the CBD during the workweek.
And they know that. Because that's how

their app works. They know where their
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drivers are at all times, for how nuch
time and the city should get that
I nformation.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Cressida
Connolly, followed by Mohammed | sl am

Our next speaker is Mohammed
| slam followed by Greywol f Richards.

Our next speaker is Greywol f
Ri chards, followed by Nom Castillo.

Our next speaker is Nom
Castillo, followed by Nevena Kocic.

Our next speaker is Nevena Koci c,
foll owed by Tony Mel one.

Our next speaker and 50th on the
list is Tony Melone, followed by
Patricia O Rourke.

TONY MELONE: Hi. Thanks so much
for having this hearing.

My name is Tony Melone. |'ve
lived in New York City for 22 years.
Currently reside in Brooklyn. 1I'ma
father of two kids in elenmentary

school
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|*'m very di sappointed to hear
sone el ected officials speaking in
opposition of this program because it's
clear that our city is in a traffic
crisis with rising numbers of deaths
and injuries fromcrashes, and it's
clear that our world is in a climte
crisis as we see in the news every day.

Mai ntai ning the status quo is not
an option. |If your area does not have
good transit options, your
representatives should be pushing for
t hose, things |like bus rapid transit,
rat her than doubling down on car
commuti ng.

| want congesting pricing because
| want a city where ny kids can safely
bi ke from nmy house two mles to their
school s, where our streets and even out
si dewal ks aren't choked with cars every
day. | want us to neet our climate
goals and to cut air pollution that
causes asthma in so many kids. And |
want to reduce the thousands of

horrific injuries and deaths drivers
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cause on our streets every year.

Congestion pricing is an
| mportant step towards |ess driving and
a nore livable city for everyone. |I'm
still in physical therapy after a
ragi ng driver assaulted me six nonths
ago. He ran me off the road and beat
me up. | was riding a Citi Bi ke, and |
confronted him about parking in the
bi ke lane. | don't reconmmend
confronting drivers. | should have
filed a 3-1-1 report from a safe
di stance instead. The cops never
caught that driver because he had one
of those opaque |icense plate covers
the drivers use to beat speed caneras
and tolls. That's another problem we
need to sol ve.

But back to congestion pricing.
For the few people who actually need to
drive to Lower Manhattan, |ike a
pl umber, a carpenter, a professional
har pi st, they probably come out ahead
too under this program because they'|l

be able to book nore work and have nore
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free time when we reduce congestion and
travel times and get solo comuters to

use ot her options. And with the noney

congestion pricing raises, we can

I mprove MTA service so the majority of

New Yorkers who don't own cars can get

around nmore easily.

| owned a car the first ten years
Il lived in New York City. | thought |
needed it. As a freelance nusician.

But ny life imroved so much when | got
rid of my car. | saved nobney and now |
never have to worry about where |I'm
going to park and when | need to nove
the car. M neighbors benefit too from
a little less pollution and a little

| ess congesti on.

It's hard to give up your nost
expensi ve, personal possession, which
Is also a status symbol in our culture.
But if we want a safer, healthier city,
we need to use every tool to discourage
driving and car ownership, and we can't
give exenptions to city workers'

personal cars. Our city should set an
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exanple by starting with its own
wor kf orce and di scouragi ng drivers.

Congestion pricing is an
essential step to getting us to a
better future.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Patricia
O Rourke, followed by Stephen Graham

Our next speaker is Stephen
Graham foll owed by Jonat han DeCanp.

Our next speaker is Jonat han
DeCamp, foll owed by Al berto Al anmo.

Jonat han, you may begin your
remar ks.

JONATHAN DECAMP: Good nor ni ng.

My name is Jonathan DeCanp, and |I'mthe

vice president of DeCanp Bus Lines in
Montcl air, New Jersey.
DeCamp Bus Lines provides notor

coach commuter services to Northeast

New Jersey and New York City residents.

Prior to the pandem c, we carried over

6500 daily passengers between New

Jersey and the Port Authority bus
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termnal. |In addition to motor coach
commut er services, we also provide

mot or coach charter services, taking
groups to the many tourists attractions
in and around New York City.

First, | would |ike to say that |
support congestion pricing. | support
anything we can do to reduce the nunber
of individual cars on the roads and New
York City streets. However, | do not
support tolling buses. Buses should be
exenpt. All buses at all times should
be exenpt from the congestion pricing.

Buses do precisely what the | aw
intends to do. They take cars off city
streets, reduce the carbon footprint
all w thout comprising econom c
benefits. Stockholm London and
Si ngapore congestion pricing programs
recogni ze full size buses as part of
the solution and not a part of the
problem and therefore exempted from
payi ng the congestion pricing fee.

| urge the panel to follow their

| ead. We should do everything within
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our power to incentivize the use of
buses and encourage commuters and
visitors to New York City to | eave
their cars at honme.

The | ast thing we should be d
I's discouraging use of mass transit
addi ng burdensome new costs to bus
travel

Thank you for the opportunity
comment .

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Alberto
Al ano, followed by George Stonebely

Our next speaker is George
St onebely, followed by Elizabeth Ad

GEORGE STONEBELY: My name is

George Stonebely. [|'ve been involv

oi ng

by

to

ans.

ed

in the business, political, cultural

philanthropic and civic |ife of New

York City for more than 70 years.

As

an automobile driver in our city for

more than 50 of those years, in sp
of that, I'mvery much in favor --
very much in favor of congestion

pricing.

te

' m
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Before | present nmy comments
about congestion pricing, I'd like to
share a few observations with the
commttee. One, since the early 2000s,
New York City has added al most 30, 000
new bl ack cars, yellow and green cabs
to our streets. Most of which wi nd up
in the CBD. At the same time, the
bott om has dropped out of any
enf orcement of doubl e-parking, no
standing in bus |ane, the commerci al
vehicl e ban on certain avenues and
roadways, and the bl ocking of
i ntersections, blocking the box.

Why have these nmeasures been
taken and they're certainly in conflict
with the efforts to reduce traffic
congestion in the CBD. So it would be
very important along with inmplementing
congestion pricing that we go back to
t he basics of enforcement and | ooking
at reducing the number of black cars
that -- that -- that are cl ogging our
streets.

l'"m strongly in favor of
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congestion pricing with some caveats.

| believe that the boundaries are going
to create significant problenms of
pol l uti on and congestion in the fringe
areas surrounding the 60th Streets zone
in the north. | believe that a nore
equi table and realistic zone should be
the entire island of Manhattan, at

| east a buffer zone starting with

96th Street in the north fromeast to
the west side.

All -- all bridges currently free
should be tolled and drivers fromthose
boroughs and the New York, New Jersey,
Connecticut suburb should receive a
credit on their congestion pricing
fees. Thank you very nuch.

By the way, |'ve been very
Il mpressed with the quality of the --

t he speakers that have -- that have
made their coments and the civility
and tone of them | want to
congratul ate all of them as well as
the commttee for paying attention and

listening to all their concerns in the
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great New York tradition.

Thank you very nuch.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Elizabeth
Adams, foll owed by Keala Montgomery.

ELI ZABETH ADAMS: Good nor ni ng.
I|"m Eli zabet h Adanms of Transportation
Al ternative. For cleaner air, safer
streets and better transit, we need
congestion pricing to be inmplenmented as
qui ckly and efficiently as possible
with m ni mum exempti ons and factoring
In environmental justice needs.

| want to be clear about who is
currently bearing the brunt of our
city's transportation challenges. The
vast majority of New Yorkers, mllions
of fer people every day, from every
borough, trying to get to work or
school or the doctor, have to deal with
waiting for a bus that is stuck in
traffic congestion or a subway that has
| ost service or has no el evator access.

This is about rebal ancing the

scales for all of us. W are a city of
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almost 9 mllion people. We simply
cannot base an entire transit system
around cars. It 1s unsustai nabl e,
especially in the age of the climte
crisis. New Yorkers need service they
can count on, yet our policies have
prioritized cars over the basic needs
of transit riders. Putting us behind
in critical investments for better bus,
subway, pedestrian and bi ki ng

I nfrastructure.

We al so cannot be short-sided
about the environmental consequences
here. Transportation is the nunmber two
source of em ssions across New York.
The only way we'll effectively meet our
mandat ed cli mate change goals is by
dramatically shifting off our current
reliance on vehicles, and making it
possi ble for all New Yorkers to access
af fordabl e, reliable and sustainable
transportation.

W t hout congestion pricing, the
consequences to New Yorkers are severe.

We woul d see nore subway fare increases
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and transit del ays, even greater
pollution and asthma rates, as extreme
weat her and heat intensifies, and even
| ess repairs and upgrades that New

Yor kers need.

It is inperative that the state
I mpl ement the program quickly and with
m ni mal exemptions in order to maxim ze
effectiveness. Carving out city
enmpl oyees for exanmple would not even
make the program | egally viable. It is
also critical that planned center
communi ties that have faced the brunt
of environmental injustice in its
sol utions.

Congestion pricing could have a
significant inmpact on reducing
congestion and em ssions in our city if
It's enacted effectively, and it must
be part of a larger plan to incentivize
nore sustainable transit methods and
de-prioritize unnecessary car usage.

Congestion pricing is not a
be-all and end-all solution. Its

success will depend on our ability to
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fast track infrastructure for
alternatives to driving. This nust

I ncl ude nmore bi ke share docs and
connections to transit, protected bike
| anes in freeways and dedi cat ed
bus-only |l anes to i nprove speed and
servi ce.

Wth major reductions in
congestion, the possibilities for
public space are significant. Our city
can and must rei magine the 6300 m |l es
of streets and 3 mllion free parKking
spaces for better public space,
transit, health and climte uses. And
that is how we support the needs of al
New Yor kers.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Keal a
Mont gomery, followed by WIIliam
Del aney.

Our next speaker is WIlliam
Del aney, followed by Rose Mary
Chatterton.

Our next speaker is Rose Mary
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Chatterton, followed by our 60th
speaker on the list, Cullen MGraw.

Our next speaker is Cullen
McGraw, followed by Adam Al barran

Our next speaker is Adam
Al barran, followed by Dario Cremades.

Our next speaker is Dario
Cremades, followed by Darrell G Fulton.

Our next speaker is Darrell G
Ful ton, followed by Donovan Hunt.

Our next speaker is Donovan Hunt,
foll owed by Craig Hudson.

Our next speaker is Craig Hudson,
foll owed by Haydar Akbar.

Our next speaker is Haydar Akbar,
foll owed by Jonat han Tineo.

Our next speaker is Jonathan
Ti neo, followed by Warren Green.

Our next speaker is Warren Green,
foll owed by Jonat han Marcus.

Our next speaker is Jonat han
Marcus, followed by our 70th speaker on
the list, Kevin Ritter.

Jonat han, you are unnuted, but we

can't hear you. W cannot hear you.
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You may have sonmet hing else connected
to your audio.

We cannot hear your remarKks.
We'l |l have to come back to you because
we can't hear your remarKks.

Our next speaker is Kevin Ritter,
foll owed by Rodney Hughes.

Our next speaker is Rodney
Hughes, foll owed by Deborah Bal dwi n.

Our next speaker is Deborah
Bal dwi n, followed by Eric Diaz.

DEBORAH BALDW N: My nane is
Debor ah Bal dwi n. Il Tive in M dtown
East, and entering my 20-plus years on
East 36th Street. | have watched a
once quiet, residential Murray Hill
turn into a noisy gridlock mass of hot
snarling bumper-to-bunmper traffic. The
streets are neaner, |ess safe than they
used to be. Come by some nmorning and
"1l give you a tour of M dtown East's
new signature attraction, the bl ocked
box.

Pedestri ans have |earned to

thread their way between cl ashing
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bumpers and fum ng tail pi pes as
congestion builds along major quarters
| i ke Third Avenue. You can feel the
tempers and tenperatures rising.

New Yorkers need relief fromthe
crushi ng congestion we see not only in
M dt own, but throughout Manhatt an.
From the narrow, congested streets of
Chi natown, to our formally splendid
avenues, which have now turned into
gridl ocked hi ghways. |*'m here today to
urge Governor Hochul and our transit
| eaders on behalf of citizens |like me
and on behalf of the organizations I
support, Riders Alliance,
Transportation Alternatives and others,
who have worked so hard to hel p make
New York a smoother running city, to
hel p make the streets safer, greener,
and more fluid.

|*'m here to urge everyone of us
to create a forward-|looking city where
all New Yorkers, not just drivers, are
confortable using the streets and where

buses and bi kes, as well as pedestrians
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can travel quickly and safely.

Congestion pricing has an
| mpressive track record and the concept
Is simple. MWhen it comes to tam ng
traffic, nothing else has been shown to
work as effectively as a no exenptions,
pay as you drive policy. Pl ease make
It possible for New Yorkers to walk
al ong streets where the heat, honking
and air pollution thrown out by
vehi cl es are brought down to bearable
| evel s where traffic jams and crashes
are the exenption, not the rule.

Thi nk of the heat and gridlock we
just saw this sumer. Do we want our
city to be greener, healthier and
better functioning next year? Or
noi si er, more congested and even harder
to navigate? Wth revenue from
congestion pricing, fewer vehicles to
bl ock the way, buses can finally
fulfill their potential as one of the
ni mbl est and cost-effective forns of
mass transit we have. The subway

system can benefit from 21st Century
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t echnol ogy.

Is there a valid argunment agai nst
congestion pricing? | can't think of
one. Thank you for listening. And
t hanks i n advance for joining the fight
to make New York a cool er, greater,
more |ivable place for all.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Eric Diaz,
foll owed by M chael King.

Our next speaker is M chael King,
foll owed by Rachel M nter.

Our next speaker i s Rachel

M nter, followed by Jody Stewart.

RACHEL M NTER: Okay. | got
that. Can you hear nme?
MS. FLAX: Yes, | can.

RACHEL M NTER: No canera. Okay.

My name is Rachel M nter. | grew up in
New Yor K. Il lived in four of the five
boroughs. | have no organi zati onal

affiliation, except | guess |I'm here as

a crip, which is less politically
correct than saying a person with a

disability. But it kind of cuts to the
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chase. There | am

You m ght be surprised if I'm
going to say that | really support the
goals of the programto cut auto
em ssions, to raise funds to work on
the infrastructure of public transit.
| grew up taking public transit, and
I*'ma great believer init. W also
need to replenish the fares that were
| ost during COVID. And it is a great
goal of this program

Havi ng said that, however, when
you beconme di sabl ed, you give up a | ot
of things. You have no control over
your day-to-day life, and you don't
have the |luxury of taking principle
deci sions about things. |If it's going
to really affect you personally,
physically, financially, and that's how
| find nyself in this situation.

| have MS, nultiple sclerosis,

which is a debilitating neurol ogical

di sease. | walk with a cane because ny
|l eft | eg drags behind ne. | | ose ny
bal ance. | have cognitive inpairment.
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| haven't worked in five and a half
years because | can't really deal with
conplex information. This is making me
very agitated. | used to do this for a
l'iving, but | can't do it anynore.
Anyway, originally, | was going
to come in and what | wanted to talk
about was the enabling | egislation.
The statutory |anguage about qualifying
vehicles transporting people with
di sabilities, because | didn't see
anyt hi ng about that. Then |ast night,
| found the assessment, | found al
these interviews, and | realized that
t here has been some stabs at trying to
define what that's going to mean.
Obviously, it's going to be an
Access-A-Ride. But there were also a
coupl e of footnotes in places where
t hey tal ked about state disability
| i cense plates. | don't have one. |
better find out.
But |I'm so alarmed where this is
going. Particularly people saying no

exenptions, no prisoners. ' m going to
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expl ain how transportation choices are
quite influenced by MS. It's an
unpredi ctabl e di sease. You don't know
how you are going to feel until you get
up in the norning. Some days it is
such an effort to get out of bed and

t ake a shower or rub a washcloth all

over me that | don't even get to check
the mail -- oh, shit.
Al right. You can't use

Access- A-Ride when you have MS. There
are too many rules, you have to wait 45
m nutes. You can't just go to the
pharmacy and pick up a prescription
because you have to wait 45 m nutes for
a return trip. If I go into Manhattan
to see a doctor, | conmbine it with
trips to the supermarket or to pick up
a special product that | need. I f
had to do that with Access-A-Ride, it's
three trips. There and back, there and
back. So I'm actually contributing to
em ssions. Thus --

MS. FLAX: Please conclude your

remar ks.
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RACHEL M NTER: Okay. Never
enough time. And you don't -- do you
get to put things in witing or am |
SO -- by this -- too much to say, too
little time.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Assenbly
Member Harvey Epstein.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER HARVEY EPSTEI N:

Hi. Good afternoon, everyone.
You can hear me?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER HARVEY EPSTEI N:

Okay. Well, thank you for taking
the time to do all these hearings. And
to -- toreally focus on the needs of
New Yor kers.

As an Assenbly Menber, |
represent the 74th Assembly District,
which is the east side of Manhatt an.
My district is entirely within the
congestion zone, and | voted for
congestion pricing and | support this

movi ng forward. I think it's critica
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now that we need to deal with the
traffic and the environmental crisis we
are living in right now. | really urge
you to consider a few things as you
nmove forward through this, and things

t hat we had understood when we voted on
this |egislation.

One is around the time period and
really stagger out the cost related to
rush hour and non-rush hour traffic.
There's a lot -- | hear a lot of talk
fromconstituents who live in the
district. They're going away.
Potentially they may have a vehicle and
they're | eaving on the weekend. And
the cost shouldn't be equal comng into
Manhattan during rush hour than trying
to come home at the end of the weekend.
We should -- whatever tolling you put
t oget her for congestion pricing should
really reflect that reality.

In addition, we've heard a | ot
about parking outside the congestion
zone and that people may end up parking

I n Brooklyn or above 60th Street in
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Manhattan. And we really need to think
about ways to avoid people trying to
park, quote, for free on the street
with alternate side of the street
par ki ng outside of the congestion zone
In an attempt to avoid it. Il will work
on and encourage you to | ook at
resi dential parking as a tool to conbat
t hat probl em

In addition, | know in the
| egi sl ati on that we passed, we had a
resi dential exemption for people who
make | ess than $60,000. |It's really
critical for our low-income residents
to be able to -- if they need a
vehicle, to be able to pay. But | al so
push for residential exenption that
wasn't a flat $60,000 to be honest, |
think it's really regressive because
$60, 000 for a famly of 4, very
di fferent for $60,000 for a single
adul t.

| encourage this then, and | wil
continue to fight for tying the

residential exenmptions that the area
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medi an income that reflects the
diversity and, you know, for different
famly sizes. That's really critical
And it's really overall the
responsibility of all of us to ensure
t hat we reduce traffic. And when we
come to ternms with climte | eadership
and community protection act. | really
believe that congestion pricing wil
reduce the traffic flow into Manhattan
and hopefully reduce the traffic flow
around the city. And we need to do
nmore to reduce traffic flow outside of
t he congestion zone.

Encourage and work for all of us
to do that together. | believe this is
a really inportant tool. W have a | ot
nore to do to deal with our climte
crisis.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Jody Stewart,
foll owed by Christine Berthet.

Our next speaker is Christine

Berthet, followed by Juton Horstman.
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CHRI STI NE BERTHET: Hel | o. ' m
Christine Berthet. Can you see me?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

CHRI STI NE BERTHET: Okay. I
represent CHEKPEDS, a 15-year-old
non-profit focused on pedestrian safety
on the west side of Manhattan. We
fully support congestion pricing.

Our nei ghborhood of Chel sea and
Hell's Kitchen experience this third
worst air quality in the city, right
behi nd the Bronx. And this is due to
the volume of Lincoln Tunnel traffic
that spills over daily in our area.

In 2021, and again in 2022, the
Manhattan Community Board 4 requested
t hat drastic measure be taken to
alleviate the extraordinary traffic
congestion and air quality due to the
consi derable increase in Lincoln Tunnel
vehi cul ar volumes since the begi nning
of the COVID recovery.

Every day, seven days a week, for
a total of eight hours, morning and

eveni ng, the comunity endures
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gridl ock, honking and --

Busi nesses, instead of welcom ng
traffic, are negatively affected, as no
one will sit outside in the open
restaurant along our main streets, the
Ni nth Avenue corridor. And the bus
| ine that serves thousands of
| ow-i ncome New Yorkers on Ninth Avenue
is extremely slow and unreliable
because of the Lincoln Tunnel traffic.
The ML1 won the Pokey Award.

So it is critical that the
congestion pricing scheme include
sufficient fees to reduce the number of
New Jersey drivers. Clearly, this is
not double tolling, since the tolls
apply to different stretches or roads.
No credit or no crossing credits are
the best. And perhaps a conprom se
will entail the Port Authority to raise
tolls and dedicate the funds to
I mproving mass transit in New Jersey
and Rockl and County.

It would be deeply inequitable if

congestion pricing inproved the east
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side, but not the west side. Our
popul ati on has increased by 50 percent
in 20 years. W beg you to give
serious consideration to these issues.
Our 130,000 tax paying and hard-working
residents nust be able to use their
streets wi thout being choked or run
over.

Thank you very nuch.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Juton
Hor st man, followed by Jim Wi ght.

JUTON HORSTMAN: Good afternoon.
My name is Juton Horstman, director for
pl anni ng and devel opment, and |'m
speaki ng on behal f of Bronx Borough
Presi dent, Vanessa G bson. Which ||
read a letter that will be entered as
testinony.

The CBDTP, better known as the
congestion pricing, will be a benefit
to the greater New York City
metropolitan area. The overall i npact
of the CBDTP will be positive and wil

ultimately cause for an overall
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reduction of nobile air toxins across
the greater New York City region.
However, the proposed program does

I ncrease air pollution within an
environmental justice area of the
Bronx. As the Bronx has taken steps
forward with reducing carbon em ssions,
this is a step back for the

nei ghbor hood surrounding the Cross
Bronx Expressway through the increase
of air pollution fromvehicles on the
hi ghway.

The MTA's report notes an overall
decline in air pollution across the
city and region, but an increase for
the Bronx. This is primarily due to
I ncreased vehicles mles traveled on
the Cross Bronx Expressway, and the
reality is there would be an additional
I ncrease on ot her highways, including
t he Bruckner Expressway and Maj or
Deegan t hrough secondary transportation
pressure, even if the methodol ogy
doesn't show an increase.

The CBDTP is therefore an | ssue
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affecting health, equity and
environmental justice issues for these
communi ties which have taken on nore
than their fair share for decades.

In order to have my support for
t he CBDTP, these Bronx nei ghborhoods
need to see direct benefits that wll
result in a reduction of nobile air
toxins. The best solution would be
prioritizing the capital funding for
the cap at the Cross Bronx Expressway.
When it was all ocated as part of the
bi parti san infrastructure bill, the
Senat or Chuck Schumer and Congressman
Ritchie Torres were both instrunmental
In getting passed. But the project may
need additional resources, and it
should be prioritized by the city and
st ate.

It is also important that the
deck on top of the Cross Bronx provide
addi tional |long-term benefits, such as
provi ding green space by creating a
public transportation light rail |ine.

The line could provide an east/west
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1 railway link stretching from Washi ngton
2 Hei ghts to Parkchester, creating
3 connections across ei ght subway |ines
4 and serving nearly 600,000 peopl e that
5 live in adjacent nei ghborhoods.
6 In addition to fully funding the
7 Cross Bronx decking, the priority
8 should be given to projects that would
9 reduce green house gas em ssions, such
10 as providing free buses across the
11 entire city or at a mnimum within
12 Bronx environmental justice areas
13 harmed by the CBDTP, to further
14 incentivize public transportation
15 options for residents that need it the
16 nost .
17 The city should al so pass
18 el ectric vehicle support |egislation,
19 that will remove hurdles for where
20 el ectric vehicle charging stations can
21 be | ocated and provide opportunities
22 for electric vehicle investment across
23 the city. This will encourage the
24 transition to electric vehicles, which
25 will be key to reduce em ssions within
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the city. Other ways the city can
support these environmental justice
areas include prioritizing and further
I ncentivizing renewabl e energy bonuses

for building upgrades. The Bronx has

made building with | ow income residents

and the city needs to support

I mprovenents to these buildings in
order for the building upgrades to
happen.

For NYCHA buil dings, the city
needs to prioritize and fully fund the
convergence to -- in the programm ng
whi |l e al so providing enough capital to
add renewabl e energy upgrades.

While | want to focus ny
testimony on the Cross Bronx, | also
want to acknow edge the inpact this
wi Il have on many workers such as
livery taxi and cabdrivers entering
Manhattan and shoul dn't be penalized
for it. | acknowl edge the CBDTP wil
be a benefit for nmuch of the city, but
the Bronx has been burned by the Cross

Bronx since its construction under the
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notion that it's good for the region as
a whole with the CBDTP addi ng --

MS. FLAX: Pl ease concl ude your
remarks.

JUTON HORSTMAN: -- to the
hi storical burden. It is time for the
Bronx to receive major capital
I mprovenents that will provide rea
heal th benefits in these environment
justice communities.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Our next speaker is
Jim Wight, followed by Hindy
Schachter.

JI M WRI GHT: Good afternoon.
Thank you for holding this hearing. My
name is Jim Wi ight, a transportation
architect testifying on behalf of the
American Institute of Architects New
York, also known as Al A New York. A
prof essi onal organization that presents
New York's architects enployed in
government agencies, private firms and
academ a.

Al A New York has supported the
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Central Business District Congestion
Rel i ef Program since it was proposed in
2007, 2008, and advocated the passing
of the current program by the New York
State | egislature in 2019.

Simlar alternatives have been
eval uated in the current Environmental
Assessment including no action of
t hese, only the Manhattan CBD zones
based tolling program option T4, neets
t he objectives mandated by the
| egi sl ature. Al A New York supports
option T4. We further support
mnimzing exenmptions to the tolls as
was recommended by the | egislature,
only for emergency and service
vehicles, public transit and |licensed
ADA handi capped vehicles, which wil
keep the daily toll cost |ower by
generating the required m ni mum revenue
for the MTA.

We al so support variable pricing
strategies to calibrate toll prices
according to travel demand. These

strategi es have proven to be the nost
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effective way to control congestion and
its associ ated negative impacts. W
recogni ze the Environnental Assessnent

I dentifies several adverse inpacts to

| ow i ncome drivers, as well as
environmental justice neighborhoods
that need to be addressed for the CP
programto be fair and equitable. The
| egi sl ature provided that househol ds
with an annual inconme |less than 60, 000
woul d be eligible for State tax credit
to offset the cost of tolls. W
support this approach to reduce adverse
I mpacts to vul nerabl e popul ati ons.

The EA al so projects that the CP
programwi |l result in additional
trucks traveling through the South
Bronx, especially on the Cross Bronx
Expressway. | nexplicably, the EA
concl udes there will be no adverse
affects fromtruck diversions. So no
m tigation measures are needed. Merely
calling for an air quality nmonitoring
for two years to determne if the

projections are accurate.
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We strongly disagree with this
passi ve approach. G ven the |ong
hi story of polluting em ssions caused
by non-destination traffic through the
Sout h Bronx that negatively inmpact the
heal th of surroundi ng nei ghbor hoods,
It's imperative that effective traffic
m tigation measures be inplemented as
part of the program

Finally, we want to highlight
several MTA capital progranms that wil
be funded by the one-billion per year
revenue generated by congestion
pricing, funding the MIA's system wi de
ADA accessibility commtment to nake
95 percent of nonconpliant stations
accessi bl e by 2055, accelerating the
signal replacement program expanding

and i mproving bus service to

under served nei ghborhoods, accel erating

the transition to zero carbon energy --
MS. FLAX: Pl ease concl ude your
remarks.
JIM WRI GHT: We appreciate the

opportunity to express our members'
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support for the congestion pricing
program and | ook forward to the many
benefits that will result fromits

I mpl ement ati on.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Hindi
Schachter, followed by our 80th speaker
on the list, Seva G anar as.

Hi ndy, you may begin your
remarks.

HI NDY SCHACHTER: Great. Can
everybody hear me?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

HI NDY SCHACHTER: Excel | ent. ' m
Hi ndy Schachter, |I'm a Steering
Comm ttee member of Fam lies For Safe
Streets. | enthusiastically support a
congestion pricing programthat wil
work to have fewer tragedies on our
streets, along with a rejuvenated mass
transit system

How do we get there? W don't
sinply get there by having a | ukewarm
di luted congestion pricing program

And therefore, | will spend ny brief
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time debunking the need for certain
exenptions.

One, as a senior citizen, cyclist
and pedestrian, | shout out, stop
stereotyping old people. Stop talking
as if all old people will be noribund
I f they cannot bring their cars
constantly into Manhattan. Think about
the plurality of the senior citizen
communi ty.

Many senior citizens, senior
citizen cyclists, the vast number of
senior citizen pedestrians are actually
going to be the people who benefit nmost
froma saner traffic system

Two, let's not give exenmptions to
people who Iive in the congestion
pricing district. They too are going
to be among the most i nportant
beneficiaries of this program | live
on the edge of what will becone a
congestion pricing district. And right
now, we are inundated with cars. As
Debby Bal dwi n poi nted out, there are no

crossing spots. People cannot cross
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the street because the cars take up the

spot where a human being will be able
to wal k.

So, | see that | have 27 seconds
left. | will leave it here and give

t hose seconds to ot her people. Wy
parting words are, a strong system wi |
get the results you want. A system

| adl ed with inconsistent, unnecessary
exemptions is sinply counterproductive.

We need - -

MS. FLAX: Please conclude your
remarks.

HI NDY SCHACHTER: Concl uded.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Seva
G amaras, followed by Gordon Watt.

Our next speaker is Gordon Watt,
foll owed by our 82nd speaker on the
list, Polly Brewster.

Our next speaker is Polly
Brewster, followed by Donna Bartolini.
Our next speaker is Donna

Bartolini, followed by M chael Gotz.

Our next speaker is M chael Gotz,
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foll owed by Bhairavi Desai.

Our next speaker is Bhairavi
Desai, followed by Peter Dinolfo.

Our next speaker is Peter
Di nol fo, followed by Tayo
Adj apon- Yanoah.

Peter, you may begin your
remar ks.

PETER DI NOLFO: Thank you
Hel | o. My name is Pete Dinolfo. ' m a
comut er and busi ness owner. | oppose
this plan and urge deci sion makers to
conduct further review of the many
factors not fully considered in the
assessment.

To be clear, | support the
prem se of upgrading our city's public
transit system Where | draw the |ine,
however, is expecting individuals and
busi nesses to foot the bill on such an
arbitrary manner. Tax payers have
al ready been pushed over the brink over
t he past few years. Wth many of us
| eaving for good. This plan will only

serve to force out the mpost vul nerabl e
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of us remaining and severely disrupt
countl ess nore.

As ot her speakers have noted, the
congestion problemis at | east
partially self inflicted. Bike |anes
are underused and routinely abused by
cyclist with no regard for traffic
| aws. Parking cutbacks and outdoor
di ni ng spaces have only exacerbated the
probl em More noney i s not the answer.
Smarter policies are.

This plan will create many
| osers, but none | arger than the
resi dents and busi nesses located within
the zone. As long as the goods and
services we rely on for every day life
come into the zone on a vehicle, and
much of it does, all within it will be
payi ng nore for them Busi nesses wi ||
sinply pass on these increased costs to
their custonmers. This means pricing
for nmost necessities will rise, service
based companies will be forced to
I ncrease prices when entering the zone.

And in response, demand wi || decline.
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Econom c activity within the zone will
decrease, while the cost of living wll
simul taneously increase.

This relationship between prices
and supply and demand is covered in
most Econom cs 101 courses. The
assessment's conclusion that econom c
activity will not be negatively
i mpacted, is simply not conpatible with
this proven principle.

Many have spoken about exenmptions
if living within the zone or if under a
certain income. These ultimately do
not address the inevitable cost of
living increases this plan will bring.
There are no free lunches and everyone
will bear the cost of this plan one way
or anot her.

Pri or speakers have counted on
the plan's potential negative inpacts
on the real estate market. This
warrants further review as New York's
crown jewel is its real estate sector,
and any shortsightedness here will

prove detrimental.
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As for commuters, certain areas
of New Jersey, Connecticut and outer
boroughs | ack sufficient nmodes of mass
transit. \Why must commuters now have
to choose between paying a premumto
drive versus extending an already | ong
commute. Why are comuters being asked
to subsidize a service that will |ikely
never be a viable option for then?

The ripple effects for those who
wi sh to circunvent the toll also
require further study. The GW BQE and
ot her maj or roadways will see a surge
in traffic that they have already
proven they're not equi pped to handl e.
This plan amounts to a shell game,
where the vehicles will sinmply be
concentrated el sewhere, with neither a
net reduction in total vehicles nor
carbon em ssions, which are two stated
goal s of this plan.

The sponsoring agenci es have
sinply not finished their homeworKk. I
I mpl ore them go back and consi der

t hese and ot her factors nore
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t horoughly. This plan does not operate
In a vacuum actions have reactions,
some foreseeable but others less so.

MS. FLAX: Pl ease concl ude your
remar ks.

PETER DI NOLFO: Pl ease don't take
this responsibility lightly and |isten
to all these objections raised by the
maj ority of the public.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Tayo
Adj apon- Yarmoah, foll owed by Sophia
Fei st .

Our next speaker is Sophia Feist,
foll owed by Gerson Fernandes.

Our next speaker is Gerson
Fernandes, followed by our 90th speaker
on the list, Adham Ahmed.

Gerson, you may begin your
remar ks.

GERSON FERNANDES: Can you hear

me ?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

GERSON FERNANDES: Good day. \%Y,
name i s Gerson Fernandes. | belong to
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New York City Taxi Worker's Alliance.
Our | eader is M ss Bhairavi Desai.

I"ma New York City yell ow taxi
driver, medallion owner. As a
medal I i on owner, | manage my own
busi ness. \Whether profit or loss. The
MTA shoul d manage their own busi ness or
agency. Please don't use us for your
bad managenent .

That's all | have to say. Thank
you for giving me a chance to speak out
my testinmony.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Adham Ahmed,
foll owed by Mario Asaro.

Our next speaker is Mario Asaro,
foll owed by Anonymous Speaker 1.

Mari o, you may unnute yourself
and begin your remarKks.

MARI O ASARO. Good morning. |I'm
a lifelong outer borough resident and a
30-year plus civil servant. |'m an
avid bicyclist, but as a resident of a

doubl e fare zone in Queens County, [|'ve
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been an active driver in this city ny
whol e life.

" m keenly aware of the need to
better share our roadways and make them
safer for all, as well as the need to
| mprove public transportation. | would
like the city's ramping up of its
over zeal ous canpai gn of double taxation
of drivers through their aggressive
canmera ticketing program the threat of
further billing our city residents
t hrough the broad inplementation of
congestion pricing needs to take into
account that mllions of |ower and
wor king class famlies who rely on
their vehicles to go to work, shop,
visit New York City's cultural
institutions and parks, or otherw se
get from point A to point B.,
especially during off peak hours.

As the city considers congestion
pricing for Manhattan, | urge our
el ected | eaders and MIA to not make New
York City become a playground for the

rich. New York City tax payers should
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not be double taxed traveling to their
own city. \Whether to work, to frequent
shows, theaters, museuns, parks,
restaurants, or any other econom c and
cul tural generator. | f congestion
pricing is to be inmplemented and New
York City residents and taxpayers need
to be reduced during business hours and
nost i nportantly deserve and need free
access to their city after hours and
weekends.

Congestion pricing should be
desi gned and focused on conmmerci al
traffic during peak business congestion
hours. To charge residents an
addi tional hefty tax to travel to their
own city outside these hours is
di sturbing and grossly unfair.

Busi nesses and cul tural
institutions rely on clientele form
out si de Manhattan to support their
establishments. People regardl ess of
where they live should be able to
access Manhattan, especially after peak

hours and weekends to frequent and
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support them Consider a famly of
four from Eastern Queens thinking of
going to Central Park for a Sunday
picnic followed by a trip to The Met.
First, they would need to pack their
strollers -- or car or bus and get to
the rail station, then unpack onto the
railroad, and finally unto the subway
when t hey reach Manhattan. The comute
will cost them $50 or more, and the
extra time would be at | east two hours
to a simply outing to our own city.

For most famlies, that would just

di ssuade them from ever going into
Manhat t an.

As a child, my dad put us to work
at a famly restaurant in Upper East
Side. | grew up in Central Park and
all the museuns and cul tural
Institutions surrounding it. Later
woul d take those Sunday trips with ny
own famly. Fam lies in the outer
boroughs deserve the right to enjoy and
share our city parks and cul tural

institutions and the thousands of other
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benefits that we already subsidize with
our tax dollars.

Our taxes pay for the right to
use and travel within our city without
undue restrictions. The dollars we
spend on mai ntenance, insurance, tolls,
gas, and tax revenue that provides and
contributes greatly to the city's
economy and infrastructure.

|"ve said this in nmy previous
testinony and it bears repeating.
Restricting Manhattan from those of us
who live in the outer boroughs with
further taxation, specifically during
non- congestion hours and weekends is
elitist, immoral and just plain wrong.
We nust not create further walling off
the island of Manhattan only for the
rich and those who can afford to live
or travel there.

MS. FLAX: Pl ease conclude your
remarks.

MARI O ASARO:. | urge the MIA and
our elected officials to grant fair

consi deration to outer borough tax
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payers.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

MARI O ASARO: Thank you very
much.

MS. FLAX: Our next speaker is
Anonynous Speaker 1, followed by
Counci | member Gail Brewer.

ANONYMOUS SPEAKER 1: Hel | o, can
you hear nme?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

ANONYMOUS SPEAKER 1: Okay.

Thank you for giving me this
opportunity to speak. I wanted to take
the time today to explain why tolling
of the cars getting into the Manhattan
Is a bad idea.

Alittle bit about nyself. ' m a
first generation inmm grant who came
here with my famly with a hundred
dollar bill and a couple of suitcases
being all and only possessions we were
allowed to take with us. We came her
back in 1999 to avoid persecution in ny
home country and to make a new |ife for

oursel ves.
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| work currently in hospital
Manhattan and | live in Brooklyn in an
area that has no train next to it. My

commute to work is long as is, but

wi t hout the car, it will be even | onger
requiring multiple transfers. | have
tried it and tinmed it. | need to work

to live, yet this unjust tolling wil
put incredible hardship on ny famly.
Car ownership doesn't make one
rich or entitled. It sinply excludes
peopl e who are working and have to pay
for -- and are overly taxed to the
brink fromworking in the city or even
taking the famly out to the city to
enjoy what it has to offer. It prices
out New Yorkers who |ive and work here
from New York. Subways right now are
extremely unsafe. | know a | ot of
peopl e, myself included, who are scared
of using the subways, especially those
who have been crime victinms on the
service. As well as those who know
peopl e who have been accosted on the

subways.
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Telling them you are priced out
of working or enjoying Manhattan is
di scrimnation. They are overly
traumati zed and scar ed. How can you
| ook at themin the face and say we
don't care about your trauma? Don't
come into Manhattan, don't live in New
York City because you can't afford to
drive in anynore and you can't take the
subway eit her.

Or for the people with special
needs. | have a special needs child
whom | take to nmultiple doctor's
appoi ntments during the day in
different parts of Manhattan, and for
vari ous reasons, | cannot take him by
public transport. Again, now we wil
be priced out of our health care if we
can't reach the doctors because we have
to pay through the roof to get there.

If you are someone who cones into
Manhattan once in a while and increase
of this type may slide. However, for
someone who lives in New York and is

commuting daily into Manhattan for work
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or health care, or even for famly
outings and for various reasons can't
use public transportation, which is at
this point super unsafe, with crinmes
happening daily to begin with, in
addition to paying for gas and parking,
whi ch both have increased
substantially, paying for getting to
Manhattan makes it conpletely
unaf f ordabl e, and shut a huge anount of
popul ati on out and is discrimnatory.

So | beg you to be fair to all
New Yorkers, to consider all of us who
have to Iive and work and use our
health care here. And don't force us
to run away from New York City. Don' t
fail us, don't discrim nate agai nst us.
We are vital part of this comunity and
New York City needs us too.

Thank you very nmuch. That is al
| have to say.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Council menber
Gail Brewer, followed by Constance

Stell as.
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COUNCI LMEMBER GAI L BREWER:
you very much. | am Gail Brewer.
represent the Upper West Side in
6th District, and |I'm just going
summari ze some of the points.

As a Council menmber, in 2008
voted for congestion pricing and
Manhattan borough president, when
was going to be happening, we hel
hearing on residential parking.
very controversi al. | mentioned
because | think we have to consid
| don't know what's right or wron

But during that discussion,

Thank
I
t he

to

,
as

it
d a
Very,
t hat
er it.
g.
what

we | earned was somet hing that | would

like to see in sonme places where
congestion pricing have gone into
effect. The subways and the buse
al ready going -- | don't know if
six-mnute intervals, which is wh
woul d suggest. | would |ove. Bu
public can see before congestion
pricing goes into effect, what th
changes could mean positively for

| think that's really, really

s are
it's
at |

t the

eir

t hem
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I mportant.

| want to say also in
anticipation, just the other day, we
had a meeting on the Upper West Side
that | convened. Community Board 7.,
t he Busi ness | nmprovenment District, al
| ocal hospitals staff and stakehol ders
and all elected officials. And this is
what canme out of that discussion.

Obvi ously, what we are concerned
about is the 60th Street cutoff.
Obvi ously Roosevelt/ Mount Sinai West is
concerned, as all hospitals are, about
their night workers. They feel
strongly that they should not have to
pay a toll because it is so hard to get
ni ght public health workers, period.

Secondly, on the disability
front, we know that if one has a
current license plate indicating
disability, you will be exenmpt. But
there are others, as you heard earlier,
going to the hospitals. W have to,
t hi nk, make that discussion and

definition of disability |arger than
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just those who have the |icense plate.
| want to also talk about the
non- profits. | think you've heard al
of this for many, many times. But
recently, | went from 49th Street to

94t h Street delivering food for the

honmel ess, Honmebound in particular. And

all of those non-profits that do that
need to figure out how they can
continue to either have the nmoney for

the toll in their contract with the

city, state or federal government or be

exenmpt because they're not going to be
able to do every single trinp.

On 60th Street, one of the
problems | think is that the traffic
currently, where there are chall enges

within that area is going to be a

problem for DOT to review and it has to

be | ooked at very, very carefully.

| also just want to say also

about that area, the panic with -- of
people who will be parking in that
area. | don't think they will, but I

know t hat the bids are | ooking at the
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par ki ng garages. | know that if you
are in the area, you are panicked that
somebody is going to be circling and
| ooki ng for parking. So we have to
| ook very, very carefully in that
si tuati on.

| support congestion pricing, but
t here are thousands of --

MS. FLAX: Please conclude your
remar ks.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAI L BREWER: --to
get it right.

Thank you very nuch.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Constance
Stellas, followed by Richard Khuzam .

Our next speaker is Richard
Khuzam , followed by Adal gi sa Payero
Di arr a.

Ri chard, you may begin your
remar ks.

Rl CHARD KHUZAM : Yes, | am
Ri chard Khuzam , of the O d Astoria
Nei ghbor hood Association, |I'm also on

CBl in Queens. | ' m speaki ng as
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president of the O d Astoria
Nei ghbor hood Associ ati on, not CBL.

l"m a disabled driver. | happen
to be driving right now, so that | hope
| can get through this.

And | greatly appreciate the
exempti on proposed for those with
di sabilities. However, | have one
observation regardi ng the
adm ni stration of the disability
exenptions.

Many years ago, exenptions were
given to the disabled to utilize
permts in state parks. However, the
system was abused by Long Isl and
Rai |l road workers who had doctors create
phony disability permts. Regretfully,
when this was di scovered, the state
started restricting the exenmptions for
all disabled people. W don't want a
simlar situation to happen here.

We think that it's inperative
that it be avoided. To this end, we
ask that the New York City issue

di sability placards be honored, as
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they're confirmed by city doctors. The
state-issued hanging placards should
not be honored because they are so
easily falsified.

We woul d ask that sonme sort of
stream i ned process be created to issue
exenptions to holders of state-issued
hangi ng pl acards, regardl ess of what
state issued them This would involve
confirmng the diagnosis and perhaps
use sonme sort of |egal notarized
statement from the issuing doctor so
they are held responsible. Or through
confirmation by a city doctor. And
per haps nei ghboring states such as New
Jersey and Connecticut can utilize
their health systemto issue
confirmati on of diagnosis.

| also -- we greatly support the
utilization of residential parking
permts. W are in the Astoria
nei ghbor hood, and we are quite worried
that cars will drive in there, park
their car, take up our local spots and

try and take public transportation from
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there. To guard against this | think
t hat residential parking permts wil
be essenti al.

We appreciate -- | appreciate the
time given, and | hope you consider ny
remar ks and good | uck.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Adal gi sa
Payero Diarra, followed by DG

Adal gi sa, you may begin your
remar ks.

ADALGI SA PAYERO DI ARRA: Hel | o.
My name is Adal gi sa Payero Diarra. |
represent ODANY (phonetic), an
organi zati on based in the Bronx for
taxi drivers. Also I'm part of the
coalition of Justice For Apps.

We oppose this proposal of the
congestion fee because this is going to
kill our traffic industry. W have
been payi ng congestion fees since 2019
of 2.75. We have given the MIA about
one billion in earnings. W are on

board with hel ping the congesti on and
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green environment, but we believe that
t he proposal needs to be reeval uated
and the MIA needs to find a different
way to help the congesti on.

If you want your clients to come
back, New Yorkers to come back to --
you shoul d i mprove the system the
subway, make it safe and nmore reliable
for the New Yorkers. That will also
| mprove the congestion. W believe
t hat you have to find a better way
because this is only going to create a
dom no effect on the econony of New
Yor k.

The taxi |inmousine service is
going to get affected in the way that
all drivers will start losing their
earnings. We need for you to
reconsider if the drivers are not
bringing the people as we have al ways
done.

We nove a lot of citizens of New
York along with the MIA and the subway.
It's going to hurt the businesses in

the central area if you consider al
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t he people that come from different
areas of New York, Bronx, Brooklyn, and
Queens. They're going to get affected
I f they have to pay the 23-dollar fee.
On top of the economc crisis that we
have right now with the pandem c, nost
likely it's going to reduce the traffic
into the city. But it's going to hurt
all the businesses in this area. And
that's going to end up creating a nore
critical economy in New York than it's
going to resolve.

We think that you shoul d
reeval uate the proposal, and if it were
to pass, all taxis, fromtaxi |inmousine
service, should be exenpt of paying the
toll.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is DG, followed
by Thomas Grech.

DG: Hi .

MS. FLAX: We can hear you.

DG Okay. Hi. | live in

Downt own Manhattan in the congestion
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tax zone. And |I'm conpletely against
this new congestion tax. | say this
both as a driver and a pedestrian, that
It is arbitrary and unfair and pl aces
an undue burden on people |ike me who
can | east afford it and just happen to
live downtown while not solving the
real congestion issues.

Downt own i s not just a business
district, it's a residential district
| i ke any other around the city. W are
no |l ess a residential district than the
out er boroughs or the Upper West Side,
but everything gets dunped on our
nei ghbor hood, and it's not fair to
I mpose this congestion price on us
al one as wel |.

It is easy for MIA executives and
city council people, people getting
six-figure salaries, to make
pronouncements about how people with
cars can afford this new tax of yours.
But you are out of touch with working
people like me. And no one is voicing

what this congestion tax will do to
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people |ike me. Because make no

m st ake, the cost of this arbitrary
congestion tax will push me out of ny
home.

| have a car because | need a

car. It is a tool | need for nmy work
and life. | don't have it because it's
a status symbol. And ny car is not
causi ng congesti on. | do not drive
around the city. | drive out of the
city and back in. | drive fromny

apartment to the tunnel, and com ng

back from the tunnel to ny apartnent.

And | park in a garage that | sacrifice
to pay for. M car is not on the
street.

But according to your congestion
tax plan, | am not only going to have
to pay your tax when | am using ny car,
but because | live in the tax zone, |I'm
going to have to pay every single day
even when |'m not driving. Even t hough
| only use ny car out of the city once
or twice a week, |I'm going to have to

pay your congestion tax every single
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day I'mremaining in my apartment and
my car is sitting in the garage that |
al ready pay to keep off the street.
How is that fair?

If you are truly concerned about
congestion, stop creating nore.
Over devel opnment and 90, 000 Ubers,
restaurant sheds, out of control bikes
and e-bi kes are four things that cause
ton of congestion and safety issues.
In fact, 1'll say that's what causes
nost of the congestion, along with the
tourists. But you are ignoring that
congestion and all those safety issues
and putting all the blanme on cars,

especially in my downtown nei ghborhood.

Here at home in the city, I'ma
pedestrian. | wal k everywhere.
don't drive. | rarely take subways

anynore because due to poor managenent
by the MTA city council and mayor,
they're unsafe. But even if | did use
t he subway, it would not alleviate ny
need for a car because |'m only using

my car to go places with no public
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transportation.

To al |l eviate congestion, get rid
of the restaurant sheds, would al so cut
down the visibility when crossing the
street, cut the number of the 90, 000
Ubers who are the worst drivers, who
drive everywhere while on their devices
doubl e parking, causing congestion.
Crack down on the bikes that run red
i ghts and run up on the sidewal ks.
Require license plates that can be read
on traffic cameras and send them
tickets.

Al so the city is creating nore
congestion trying to build a new
cluster of highrises near Madi son
Square Garden, adding extra burden to
an al ready overdevel oped, overcrowded
nei ghbor hood. The devel opers will no
doubt make billions of dollars on this.
Why not get the MIA the noney it
supposedly needs from thenm?

Devel opnment creates congestion, and
devel opment shoul d pay for the

congesti on. Or tax the tourists. Not
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1 t he people who |ive here.

2 But we know it's not about

3 congesti on. It's about you wanting a
4 bi gger pot of noney --

5 MS. FLAX: Pl ease conclude your

6 remar ks. Thank you.

7 Our next speaker is Thomas Grech,
8 foll owed by Eric Dorfman.

9 Our next speaker is Eric Dorfman,
10 foll owed by Sarah Hughes.

11 Our next speaker is Sara Hughes,
12 foll owed by our 100th speaker on the
13 l'ist, Maulin Mehta.

14 Our next speaker is Maulin Mehta,
15 foll owed by Ana Chanpeny.

16 MAULI N MEHTA: Can you hear ne?
17 MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

18 MAULI N MEHTA: Okay. Good

19 aft ernoon. My name is Maulin Mehta,

20 and | want to thank you for the

21 opportunity to provide coments today.
22 Il"ma Queens resident, and I'm
23 here to show nmy support for congestion
24 pricing.

25 There are two reasons that |
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throw my support behind this program
First is the need to fund public
transportation. As a resident of
Forest Hills, I'"'mfortunate to have
access to many nodes of transportation.
We have four subway |ine and the Long

| sland Rail roads that hel ps us get into
Manhattan in twenty m nutes. But not
everyone in Queens is so lucky. W
have a number of transit deserts, wth
residents forced to take nultiple
transfers and nmodes of transportation
to get around the city.

Mor eover, how we travel has
changed. We all know that getting in
and out of Manhattan is just sinply not
enough. The announcement of the
| nt er borough Express is exciting for
Br ookl yn and Queens residents who wil |
be able to travel across the boroughs
qui cker, saving time and openi ng up new
possibilities. W need nore projects
li ke this that will expand our
transportation network and connect nore

conmuni ties.
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As a relatively new father, |
have a six-nmonth old, | also | ook at
our transit systemdifferently now.
|"m fortunate to have an el evator at ny
near est subway station. But not
everyone is as lucky around the city.

A few years ago, a young not her
tragically lost her life falling down
t he subway stairs carrying her baby in
the stroller. W need the MIA to
conpl ete capital projects that wll
create a fully accessible system so
that tragedies |ike that don't ever
happen agai n.

These efforts only happen if we
fund our transit system Congestion
pricing will provide billions of
doll ars for projects that will expand
access and accessibility, things that
are especially needed outside of
Manhat t an.

The second reason | support this,
Is to actually fight congesti on. | am
a car owner and travel frequently to

visit friends and famly outside the
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city. | know first hand how congestion
in the core can create massive
headaches for drivers when it seens

| i ke pedestrians are able to nmove
faster.

But what about all the people who
live in conmmunities that have to dea
with that congestion on a daily basis?
When the Forest Hills Stadi um near
where | |ive has a show, we do get a
| ot of congestion. But that isn't
every day. The idea of having that
type of congestion around nmy famly day
in and day out is hard to i magi ne.

Our city also has one of the
hi ghest rates in the country of
hospitalizati ons and deaths of children
and young adults due to asthma. \What
we do to reduce em ssions and get
people to ditch their cars in one part
of the city matters for the rest of us.

Around the world, we have seen
exanpl es of how congestion pricing gets
cars off the road, and improves quality

of life and health. We have an
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opportunity before us to inprove |ives,
connect people and build a better
future for the next generation of New
Yor kers. Let's make sure we get
congestion pricing right, and deliver
all that it prom ses.

Thank you.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you. Our next
speaker is Ana Champeny, foll owed by
Susan Al brecht.

ANA CHAMPENY: Good afternoon.

MR. WOIJNAR: We can hear you.

Pl ease proceed.

ANA CHAMPENY: Good afternoon.
| *'m Ana Chanpeny, the vice president
for research of the Citizen's Budget
Comm ssion. Thank you for the
opportunity to comment.

CBC has | ong supported congestion
pricing to reduce traffic and em ssions
whi |l e generating revenue critical to
supporting the MIA's capital plan. Our
recent report reinforced the inportance
of CBD tolling revenue to ensure the

transit systemis brought to a state of
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repair.

CBC al so articul ated
recommendations for CBD tolls and
getting the pricing right.

Specifically, CBC recommends that the
MTA vary tolls based on the time of day
and day of week, prioritize both

rai sing revenue and reducing congestion
and em ssions best achieved by higher
tolls at the npst congested travel

peri ods.

But limting exenptions to those
specified in the I aw and perhaps to
for-hire vehicles and taxis. Do not
provide credits for MIA or Port
Aut hority tolls. Proliferating
exenmptions or far reaching credits
woul d i ncrease the toll other drivers
woul d have to face in order to generate
one billion in annual revenue.

While toll shopping among bridges
and tunnels should be addressed doing
so through credits through the
congestion charge would increase the

program s conplexity and may even
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create new toll shopping incentives.

The environmental assessnment's
model clearly denmonstrates that CBD
tolling can achieve the progran s goals
and the exemptions and credits for sone
woul d i ncrease the cost for others by
bet ween $5 and $14 for a car. The
significantly higher toll can both
weaken support for the program and put
revenues at ri sk.

CBC al so recommends that the MIA
clearly conmmunicate tolls to enable
drivers to nodify their trips
accordingly. Dynamc pricing -- change
spont aneously during the day based on
the | evel of congestion was not nodel ed
and is not recomended since it would
add significant complexity without
the -- without potentially the
necessary behavi oral change.

Secondly -- sorry. Monitoring
report on congestion pricing
operational nmetrics to inform future
policy adjustment. \While the EA nodels

are sophisticated, the program s actual
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I mpact will be different. Adjustnments

shoul d be considered at regul ar
Intervals to ensure the programis
meeting its revenue congestion and

em ssi on goals.

Furt hernore, public reporting of

the data will provide transparency,
accountability and facilitate by it.
Ef fective congestion pricing

| mpl ementation targets congesti on
em ssions and revenue together. Not

just revenue al one. In a fair and

sust ai nable manner that |limts credits

and exemptions and maxi m zes soci al
benefits.

CBC supports speedy
I mpl ement ati on, paired wi th ongoing
noni toring and continual i mprovement
reduce congestion and em ssions and
I mprove transit for all future New
Yor kers.

Thank you.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Susan

Al brecht, followed by Talia Crawford.

to
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SUSAN ALBRECHT: Hell o. Thank

you for the opportunity to speak. M

name i s Susan Al brecht. l*"m a 40-year
resi dent of New York City, and I live
in Greenpoint, Brooklyn. | acknow edge

the need for sone sort of congestion
pricing to address climte change and
to help fund the MIA, but not one that
di scrim nates against a heavily taxes
to outer borough residents.

| have three things | wish to
say. The first has to do with the rich
and diverse culture of New York City.
The environmental inpacts do not
measure the cultural inmpacts or the
I mpacts on cultural institutions. Many
outer borough residents |ike ne
occasionally drive into the city to
participate in cultural events, doing
all those things that make our cities
so great. Taking the subway for those
occasions is not always practical.
Com ng home late in the evening is
often a |l ong, drawn out, exhausting and

ri sky prospect.
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W t hout a doubt, congestion
pricing will inpact the culture of New
York City, and the capacity of outer
borough residents to enjoy that
cul ture.

My second point is the |lack of
transparency of the MIA's plans and
budgets. To the average New Yorker,
the MTA budget is a big black hole.
Sure, we need sone changes and we need
some i nprovenments. But where is that
noney goi ng and what are the plans and
timelines? Fromthe past experience,
we know the mtigation plans to add
sel ect stairs and escal ators and ot her
I mprovenments will take years to instal
and renovate.

My third point is to respectfully
ask the comm ssion to cut a break for
the mllions of outer borough residents
who will bear the brunt of this new
tax. So many | ower and m ddl e-i ncome
New Yorkers are being heavily hit by
exorbitant rent increases and by

inflation. Can you please consider
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sonme plan, |like maybe some free
crossings into the city or a reduced
rate for outer borough residents?

In closing, | ask you to remenber
that this will significantly change the
lives of so many of us in the city.

Thank you very nuch.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Talia
Crawford, followed by Rachel
Wei nber ger.

TALI A CRAWFORD: Can you guys
hear me?

MR. WOJNAR: Yes, we can.

TALI A CRAWFORD: Good afternoon.
My name is Talia Crawford. ' mthe
canpai gn organi zer for the Tristate
Transportation Campaign. Tristate is a
non-profit policy advocacy organization
dedi cated to fighting for inproved
nmobility, accessibility and nmobility in
New York, New Jersey and Connecti cut.

Today, | will join those in
support of congestion pricing and wil |

continue to support congestion pricing
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as both a rider and proud New YorKker.
Congestion pricing is expected to
generate $15 billion, allowi ng the MIA
to conplete its essential capital
programto i nmprove | ongstanding issues
t hat have plagued our public
transportati on system

As someone who grew up in New
York City, |I've never had a driver's
license or even a permt. So | rely on
t he vast amount of public
transportation options avail able to ne.
And | know |I'm not the only one out
t here whose nobility is dependent on
mass transit. So a swift
I mpl ement ati on of congestion pricing is
key to ensuring safer, more reliable,
efficient and accessi ble public
transportation. And from an
envi ronment al perspective, it is the
key to cleaner air and less traffic
congesti on.

That said, after review ng the
recent draft of the EA, we call on the

U.S. DOT, the state and the city to act
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swiftly to mtigate any potenti al
negative inpacts that congestion
pricing may have on the Environnment al
Justice communities, located in New
York City's outer boroughs.

We urge the MIA to be cauti ous
when consi dering any discounts for
exenptions. Each exenmption would be
| ess effective to the reducti on of
potential traffic and nmore exenptions
can lead to increase traffic, traffic
di versions in areas surroundi ng the
CBD, including increases along the
Cross Bronx and Staten |sland
Expressway.

We urge the MIA to carefully
consider how to mtigate and nonitor
any adverse effects from changes in
traffic patterns, as it creates and
I mpl ements the final program This is
i mMmm nently possible and shoul d not
become a reason to bring congestion
pricing to a halt.

| strongly support inmplementing

congestion pricing in combination with
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swift prioritization of mtigation
measures in any areas identified to
have any potential negative inpact.
This policy is a huge win, not just for
Manhattan, but our regional transit
system at | arge.

So thank you for your tinme.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Rachel
Wei nberger, followed by |Imani Mckinnon.

RACHEL WEI NBERGER: Good
afternoon, everybody. Thank you for
allowing me to testify today. My nanme
I's Rachel Weinberger. |'ma resident
of Brooklyn, the mother of a seven and
a 12-year-old and I own and drive a
car.

| have a PhD in urban planning,
and a Master's degree in transportation
engi neering. | also teach
transportation planning at the
uni versity level. |In these capacities,
|"ve given a | ot of thoughts to the
region's transportation system and to

congestion pricing in particular.
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1 Today, | want to praise the
2 | egi sl ature for having passed this
3 | andmark bill and the MIA for their
4 efforts to inmplenment it effectively. |
5 al so want to tal k about how to make the
6 CBD Tolling Program the best it can be
7 to meet the dual goals of reducing
8 traffic and raising money for public
9 transit. | want to talk specifically
10 about toll shopping. And I'll start
11 with a personal story.
12 Recently, | was driving my nother
13 from Long Island to her apartment in
14 Chel sea. We were on the LIE, and at
15 sonme point in Queens, ny nother said we
16 usually take the Wl Iliamsburg Bridge
17 fromhere to save the toll. The detour
18 woul d have added ten m nutes and
19 two mles. | checked this morning on
20 Googl e Maps. MW nother woul d have
21 driven ten mnutes to save $6.55. That
22 is equivalent to paying herself $39 an
23 hour. Not bad.
24 What nmy nother's cal cul ati on does
25 not take into account is the delay she
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| mposes on other drivers, the damage
she exacts on the environment, and the
I nefficient use of the public right of
way. My nother, |ike most other
peopl e, wouldn't think to consider

t hose costs because they're conpletely
I nvisible to her.

In my research for a report
cal |l ed Rei magi ning the BQE, | | earned
t hat 25 percent of a.m peak vehicles
of the BQE west of the free East River
crossings are heading to Manhattan via
those two free crossings. 25 percent
of vehicles on that over burdened and
crunbi ng part of the BQE had bypassed
t he Hugh Carey Tunnel, a potentially
shorter, nore efficient route to their
desti nati on, but saved thensel ves
$6. 55.

They, like my nother, have no way
to assess the full impact of their
decision. The time delay they inpose
on thenselves is also inposed on other
drivers. Because they take a | onger

route to save noney, they use nore
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street resources as well as. That is
the city builds and maintains nore
roads than woul d be needed to serve the
trip if taken more directly.

Toll shopping adds traffic,
pol l uti on and carbon em ssions that we
have never thought to quantify. But
t oday, we know at | east that 25 percent
of a.m peak travelers on the BQE would
go out of their way to save a toll. We
can assume there are many nore
travelers like them We can assune
they will do the same to find a | ower
price route conpared to a higher priced
route with the CBD Tolling Program

It is the government's sector
that set up the incentive for my nother
and thousands of people just l|ike her
to toll shop. The same problem exists
on the way out of the CBD. |If the cost
of crossings is not equal, many drivers
will look for a bargain, adding time
and di stance to their trips,
mul tiplying the extra time across all

the drivers in the system and
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ultimately defeating the goal of
reduci ng congestion and it's coll ateral
benefits of reducing pollution --

MR. WOJNAR: Pl ease concl ude your
remar ks.

RACHEL WEI NBERGER: Thank you for
your time.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

The next speaker is | mani
Mcki nnon, followed by Sandra Voss.

The next speaker is Sandra Voss,
foll owed by Dani el Love.

SANDRA VOSS: Hi. Can you hear
me ?

MR. WOJNAR: Yes, we can. Pl ease
proceed.

SANDRA VOSS: Great.

Thank you so much for the
opportunity to speak. My nanme is
Sandra Voss, and |I'm a resident of
Har |l em ' ma strong supporter of
congestion pricing. The issue of
prioritizing people over cars is one
that is close to my heart because ny

brother-in-law Charley was killed while
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riding his bike in 2020 when a driver
hit him when he had the right of way.
I mss Charley every day.

Al most every week, | hear of
anot her New Yorker who has been injured
or killed by a driver. In order to
reduce and elimnate the rising nunber
of traffic-related deaths in our city,
we need to begin prioritizing people
over driver's convenience.

But even if no one was being
killed by cars, there are so many
reasons why we need congestion pricing.
The majority of NYC residents do not
drive or own a car. The majority of us
take public transit to get places. It
I's unfair that New Yorkers who don't
drive are forced to put up with the
pol I uti on, noise and danger caused by
the small mnority who do drive.

|*ve heard some people claimthat
congestion pricing will hurt |ow-inconme
residents who live in the outer
boroughs. But the fact is that

| ow-i ncome New Yorkers are even | ess
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likely to own a car than the average
New Yorker. According to a 2017 report
based on U.S. Census data, an NYC
car-free households earn 52 percent

| ess than househol ds with vehicles.
Medi um i nconmes of zero car househol ds
are |l ower than overall mediumincones.
VWhi |l e medium i ncomes of households with
vehi cl es are higher than overall medium
I ncomes in all five boroughs.

A recent study also found that
96 percent of outer borough New Yorkers
woul dn't regularly pay a congestion
charge. Let's stop catering a mnority
of wealthy commuters and have our city
reflect the actual needs of the people
who |ive here.

Congestion pricing will provide
essential funding for our public
transit system which is in need of a
| ot of improvenments. Looking at cities
I n other countries that have trains
that run on time and buses that can
nove qui ckly through express | anes,

it's an international enbarrassnent
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that we don't prioritize our transit
system more. We need to join the 21st
century, and do our part to reduce
climate change by prioritizing transit,
wal ki ng, bi king and peopl e over
driving.

Every time | see an anbul ance or
fire truck that can't get through
because of traffic, | think about how
much we need to reduce the number of
cars on our streets. | think about the
person inside the ambul ance whose
i keli hood of survival m ght be reduced
because of traffic. And | think on
their | oved ones.

Even up here on 116th Street in
Harl em gridlock can be extrene. | t
seens al nost | aughable that it's
controversial to consider congestion
pricing that's only being proposed
bel ow 60th Street. It's clear that we
need to do something to reduce the
number of cars throughout all of NYC
and the congestion pricing plan is the

start that we need.
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Thank you.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Daniel Love,
foll owed by Jordan Force.

Dani el, you may begin your
remarks.

DANI EL LOVE: Hel | o. ' m sorry.
| can't get my video going.

But | want to thank you for the
opportunity to testify on this very
| mportant issue. M name is Sprol
Love (phonetic). | also live in
Central Harlem on 124th Street. l'm a
father of two school -aged children, and
| do own a car. MW famly and | use
bi kes extensively both for errands and
getting to work, as well as for
pl easure, getting down to Central Park.

We also rely on the subway
heavily. | drop my daughter off to
school every day on the subway, and we
use it for errands. | want to first
say |'m strongly in favor of
I mpl ementing congestion pricing as soon

as possible. | agree with all the
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arguments made in favor, and |I want to
t hank the MTA for putting together an
excellent, well-researched, data-backed
presentation.

| want to distill this issue down
to two sinmple facts, which | don't
t hi nk anyone can argue with.

One is, we have too many cars and
traffic in New York City. The other
I's, we have a subway that's the
|'i febl ood of New York City. It's one
of the top reasons | live here, and
it's in a financial crisis.

Thi s program addresses those two
I ssues. And of course, a | ot of
special interests, namely entitled
drivers, are arguing for exenmptions and
special treatment. But they're the
m nority. You know, when we say
streets are for people, we mean they're
for drivers, they're for cyclists,
they're for pedestrians. And | just
want to leave it at that.

|*'m going to cede the rest of ny

time. |*"m strongly in favor of this
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program and | hope it gets inplenmented
as soon as possible, and it would be
great if we can raise the northern
cordoned barrier up into ny

nei ghbor hood.

Thank you.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

The next speaker is Jordan Force,
foll owed by Erica Schwartz.

The next speaker is the 110th
person to sign up, is Erica Schwarz,
foll owed by Wendy Brawer.

Our next speaker is Wendy Brawer,
foll owed by Ahmad Qayyum

The next speaker is Ahmad Qayyum
foll owed by Linda Baran.

The next speaker is Linda Baran,
foll owed by John Corlett.

LI NDA BARAN: Can you hear nme?

MR. WOIJNAR: Yes, we can.

LI NDA BARAN: Thank you.

My name is Linda Baran, |'mthe
president of the Staten Island Chamber
of Commerce here on Staten I|sland.

First, | just want to conmment
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1 that entitled drivers, | take offense
2 to that. On Staten Island here, we
3 have very, very limted transit
4 options. So people don't drive as a
5 | uxury. They drive because they don't
6 have ot her choices. So |I just wanted
7 to kind of just reiterate that because
8 It isn't the case for everyone.
9 We are uniquely positioned here
10 on Staten Island. Between the
11 cash-strapped MIA and cash-strapped
12 Port Authority, we have four bridges
13 and we pay some of the highest tolls in
14 the nation already. In the seven CBD
15 tolling scenarios, | noticed that
16 there's a possible credit to include
17 drivers com ng over area bridges, but
18 it does not include the Verazano
19 Narrows Bridge. So that's sonmething
20 that | picked up.
21 For busi nesses here, the cost of
22 doi ng business is extremely high.
23 Especially post COVID or as you say, in
24 the recovery process. It puts our
25 busi nesses at a conpetitive
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di sadvantage with the other four
boroughs, with thin profit margins and
the cost of goods. The added cost to
get into the CBD district is only going
to multiply and it's going to be passed
along to the consuner, as everyone el se
I s saying here.

| heard Jessica Wal ker fromthe
Manhattan Chanber of Commerce. | do
suggest that there -- an economc
I mpact study be done to see what the
actual econom c inpact is going to be.
Especially as we are trying to get out
of COVID and we see what inpact it's
havi ng, not only on our businesses, but
on our residents, as far as inflation
and everything el se.

There are a couple of things in
t he actual assessment that | wanted to
bring up. While |I do believe that
congestion pricing is an adm rable
proposal to reduce traffic, reduce
pol lution and offer reliable mass
transit, some of the things that |

would i ke to just coment on is
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regarding reducing traffic. The

envi ronment al inmpact statements shows
tolling scenarios that have truck
traffic being diverted to the Staten
I sl and Expressway.

The Staten |sland Expressway

al ready experiences maj or
snarls and del ays daily,

onto our | ocal streets, t

traffic
spilling over

he west bound

HOV | ane on the Staten

| sl and

Expressway ends at

Victory Boul evard,

and does not continue through the
Goet hal s Bridge. While we have
requested state DOT extend | anes, it
has no concrete plans to do so. And
congestion on the Staten |sl and
Expressway remains a chronic problem
Reduci ng -- regarding reducing
pol lution, increase truck traffic wil
Intensify em ssion and affect our air
guality as the car dependent borough
with [imted -- people will continue to
drive here. Just regarding mass
transit options, there's been very

l[ittle investnent in Staten |sl|land, and
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in order to get people into mass
transit, we don't have a direct
connection to Manhattan. We have
probl ems and delays with our ferry
system We -- the express bus is the
only option that people take, and it's
$13 plus a day.

So we'd like to see some plan
for, you know, while -- while
I nvestment -- while congestion pricing
Is a |laudable goal, we'd Iike to see a
plan to ranp things up before anything
li ke this is even --

MR. WOIJNAR: Pl ease concl ude your
remar ks.

LI NDA BARAN: Thank you.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is John Corlett,
foll owed by Faraz Qureshi.

JOHN CORLETT: Good afternoon.
Can you hear nme?

MR. WOJNAR: Yes, we can.

JOHN CORLETT: Thank you. My
name is John Corlett. [I'mthe director

of Government Affairs and Traffic
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Safety Services for Triple A Northeast.
| *'m speaki ng on behalf of Triple A
Nort heast, which serves nmore than siXx
mllion menbers in New York, New
Jersey, Connecticut and Massachusetts,
Rhode | sl and and New Hanpshire.

Nearly two mllion drivers in New
York City and the surrounding
metropolitan area are Triple A nembers.
As a significant stakeholder in the
I mpl ement ati on of a workabl e Central
Busi ness District Tolling Plan, Triple
A Northeast has identified several key
| ssues for consideration.

Firstly, we are grateful to
federal, state and local officials for
t he opportunity to coment on the
Envi ronnent al Assessment. This is
certainly in the step in the right
direction to ensure that the public has
had an opportunity to be heard.

Nonet hel ess, we respectively
request that the MIA and ot her
government officials continue to hold

public forums, conmmunity meetings, to
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provi de updates regardi ng the progress
of the programin the year ahead.

Soci al media posts, press releases, and
public notices should be frequent and
provide clear communication to ensure

t he public understand what exactly is
bei ng i npl ement ed and when.

In addition, continuing to engage
st akehol der groups like Triple A, |ocal
busi ness i mprovement districts and the
trucking industry will go a |ong way
t owards successful inmplementation.

Secondly, because the Central
Busi ness Tolling Programaims to
relieve congestion in the zone, drivers
shoul d be provided the cost savings
I ncentives to drive at the | east
congested times of day. A tol
structure that imposes a reduced cost
at the | east congested times a day will
enhance fairness to drivers by giving
t hem an opportunity to shift their
schedule to |l essen the inmpact of the
char ges.

We al so strongly discourage the
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use of realtime variable toll
structures, such as those used down in
| -66 Virginia. A driver should be able
to plan and wei gh the cost benefit of
driving into the CBD before they | eave
home, and shoul d be provided advanced
notice well in advance of any price
difference to the extent practicable.

| ndeed, if the MIA chooses to
I mpose higher tolls in specific days
when congestion is expected to be
wor se, such as gridlock alert days or
air quality alert days, such changes
should be clearly communicated to the
public well in advance.

l"mjust going to skip ahead. |

did submt this to the Federal Hi ghway

Adm ni stration this morning. | will
just like to skip ahead here a little
bit. | only have 30 seconds.

Finally, we respectfully request
an exenption for emergency roadside
service vehicles. The CB District
Tolling | egislation exempted all

vehicl es defined as emergency vehi cl es,
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but did not include all vehicles
defi ned under the state's Move Over
Law. Emer gency vehicles, tow trucks
and |ight duty service vehicle al
provi de essential safety functions in
New York City, and in fact in London,
all vehicles classified as recovery
vehicles are eligible for a 100 percent
di scount. Because they -- those
vehicles can facilitate flow of traffic
by aiding or removing disabled
vehi cl es.

So thank you for the opportunity
to comment.

MR. WOIJNAR: Our next speaker is

Faraz Qureshi, followed by Chel sea

Dowel I .
The next speaker is Chel sea
Dowel | , foll owed by Denis de Verteuil.
CHELSEA DOWELL: Good afternoon.
My name is Chel sea Dowel | . |'m a staff

member at Open Plans, a non-profit
dedicated to building a more |ivable
city for all New Yorkers.

I|'m also a resident of Brooklyn
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17th Street, and I live directly across
froman on-ramp to the Prospect
Expressway. Every day | see and hear
firsthand just how damagi ng car culture
is to our city's livability, safety and
heal t h. My nei ghbors and |I need noise
machi nes to fight the engine sounds at
night. We witness gridlock and road
rage. We keep our wi ndows closed no
matter the tenperatures outside and
even so, we often smell exhaust inside
our homes.

| often think of how | ovely, how
qui et and peaceful our block would be
if the city hadn't carved a hi ghway
t hrough the nei ghborhood in deference
to car culture. But this isn't about
me or my block. This is about how
I ncreased congestion has created these
condi tions and much worse in
nei ghbor hoods across the city. And
It's inmpacting a vast majority of New
Yorkers who do not own cars.

Peopl e whose streets and

si dewal ks are cl ogged, polluted and
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deadly because of the small mnority
creating a very large problem Lives
have been lost, lives are being | ost.
Heal t h outcomes have been di m ni shed.
These conprom ses, these sacrifices to
car culture are not acceptable.
Congestion pricing is our chance to
prioritize people over cars, to
prioritize public transit over private
vehi cl es.

Congestion pricing is proven to
reduce driving. And having |ess cars
on the road nmeans | ess crashes. | t
means i nproved health and well -Dbeing
for the vast majority of New Yorkers
who again do not own cars.

New York City is a public transit
city. It's part of what makes New York
the greatest city in the world. And
now we need to invest in that system
t hat agai n nost New Yorkers are using
to enter and travel within the
Manhattan core, as well as across the
entire city.

There are issues with our transit
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1 system as some speakers have

2 mentioned. Especially in areas farther
3 fromthe district in question. But the
4 future of our city is not a car. W

5 can't fix the issues by doubling down

6 on a problematic situation.

7 | urge that we inmpl ement

8 congestion pricing quickly with limted
9 exenptions and consi deration of

10 mtigation in inmpacted areas. Let's

11 put a stake in the ground for the

12 future and begin to i magine a nore

13 i vabl e, safer and nore accessible city
14 now.

15 Thank you for your tinme.

16 MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

17 Our next speaker is Denis de

18 Verteuil, followed by Andrew

19 Greenbl att.

20 DENI S DE VERTEUI L: Hi, everyone.
21 My name is Denis de Verteuil. [|I'ma

22 resi dent of South Slope, Brooklyn, and
23 I work in Lower Manhattan.

24 Honestly, Chelsea gave a really
25 good support to all this, so | just
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would like to say | would like to
support whatever -- everything that she
sai d.

And because -- like, | am a
father of two, and | rely heavily on
the transportation system | am a
cyclist and | use it every day. M
famly uses it every day. It is the
i febl ood of the city. And I fully
support the congestion pricing program

| concede the rest of my tinme.
Thank you.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Andrew
Greenbl att, foll owed by Carol Parker.

ANDREW GREENBLATT: Hi . Nanme is
Andrew Greenblatt, and I'm the nationa
policy director of the | ndependent
Drivers Guild. Thank you for this
opportunity to testify before you
t oday.

The IDG is a non-profit affiliate
of the International Association of
Machi ni sts, and our organization

represents over 140,000 drivers
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t hroughout New York State. ' m here

t oday on behalf of New York's for-hire
vehicle ride share drivers, to inplore
you not to add a second congestion tax
on these drivers. Black and yell ow
cars in New York City have been
generating a third of a billion dollars
per year since the congestion pricing
surcharge was first levied in 2019.

Today, none of the other classes
of drivers in Manhattan, that's private
cars, buses, comercial delivery, et
cetera, have paid a penny into this
program  Why drivers who are
overwhel mngly | ow-incone and
91 percent of whom are inmm grants, were
the only ones whose | abor was taxed for
the last three years is a conversation
for anot her day.

Today, we ask why in a process
that for the first time is meant to
have ot her drivers start carrying their
share of the billion-dollar burden,
with this panel increase the burden on

t hose who are | east able to pay, those

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 31, 2022
230

who have already paid the nost, and

t hose who woul d ot herwi se continue to
pay a third of the billion dollars you
are trying to raise here today.

The original congestion pricing
fee of $2.75 per trip, was at | east
designed in a way that could be passed
onto passengers. Though any tax
ultimtely does hurt drivers through
fewer rides.

The newly proposed fees, however,
woul d fall squarely on the shoul ders of
the drivers. So let's take for exanple
the idea that if you inpose the
23-dol |l ar once a day fee onto drivers
entering the zone, which passenger
woul d pay that? The first passenger of
the day? The |ast passenger of the
day? The m ddl e passenger of the day?
Obvi ously, only the driver would be in
a position to pay that one-time fee.

And $23 a day is a devastating
amount for this population. Wrking
just five days a week, 50 weeks a year,

a driver would have to pay $5, 750 a
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year just to work. For a typical

driver making $40,000 a year, that
woul d | ower their income by 14 percent.
That's right, this board is considering
I mposi ng the equivalent of a 14 percent
I ncome tax increase on some of the nmost
vul nerabl e workers in the city.

Let's not inpose one of the nost
regressive taxes in history on the only
group already paying nore than their
fair share. Let's |let everyone el se
start to chip in first.

The Environmental Assessnment
poi nts out on page 4A, page 46, that
scenario D can be designed in a way to
achi eve the one-billion-dollar goal
wi t hout i nmposing a second tax on FHV
drivers. To do anything el se would be
not hi ng short of i nmoral.

Thank you.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Carol Parker,
foll owed by Christopher Sanders.

Our next speaker is the 120th

person to sign up, Christopher Sanders,
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foll owed by |sabelle Verdery.

Our next speaker is Isabelle
Verdery, followed by Lena Mel endez.

| SABELLE VERDERY: Hi . Did that
wor k?

MR. WOJNAR: Yes. You may
proceed.

| SABELLE VERDERY: Cool .

My name is lzzy. |I've lived in
New York the past four years, and in
t he proposed congestion pricing zone
for all of those four years.

In my opinion, New York really
urgently needs congestion pricing, both
to conbat climte change and i nprove
quality of |ife for all New Yorkers.
W t hout making driving more difficult,
to put it sinply, people will continue
to do it. And restricting vehicle
traffic into the center of the city
will contribute to better public
transit and vibrant streets for all New
Yor kers.

| encourage the MIA and al

policy makers to make a whol esal e shift
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in prioritizing public transit users
and cyclists and pedestrians and make
| arge scal e changes to accommodate this
move i nstead of incremental changes
designed to placate all stakeholders to
streets.

When London i npl ement ed
congestion pricing, the city saw
20 percent reduction in traffic and an
83 percent junmp in cycling. And the
peopl e who would pay nore to drive into
t he congested parts of Manhattan are
di sproportionately wealthier. Just
four percent of all New York City
wor kers who live in the other boroughs
commute into Manhattan by car.

| would also |like to address
t hose who said they should not be
charged for driving out of town into
Yonkers, to Westchester, into Long
I sland, | have to pay the fare every
time | would |ike to go to those pl aces
if I take the Metro-North or if | take
the Long Island Railroad.

| would also like to join with
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the other testifiers, Sandra Voss, in
calling for reduced traffic deaths by
cars and i nmproving safety on our
streets. The | ast few years,
especially since COVID, have been
extremely deadly for pedestrians and
cyclists. And | believe that
congestion pricing, by taking cars off
the road, will contribute to the city's
Vision Zero initiative, which it has
currently not been doing so well at.
Congestion pricing should be
I mpl emented as soon as possible, after
years and years of delay. And |
believe that after we do this, we wll
wonder why we did not do it sooner

after seeing the incredible benefits

that will bring to our subways, our
buses and our quality of Ilife.
Thank you.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.
Our next speaker is Lena

Mel endez, followed by Christian Arrue.
Our next speaker is Christian

Arrue, followed by Danny Sena.
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The next speaker is Danny Sena,
foll owed by Dougl as Desir.

DANNY SENA: Good afternoon. So
as stated, my nanme is Danny Sena. |'m
the director at Agape Transportation.
We are a non-emergency medi cal
transportation conpany serving the New
York City Metro area.

We've been in business for
ten years. Our founder was once an FHV
driver. He's ny father, who noved here
as an immgrant. He is the epitome of
what it is to nove to New York City
wi t hout a degree and get working and
get to where you need to get to.

So Il'd like to first bring up the
need for some kind of concession or a
conpl ete exemption for FHV drivers
across the board, as nost are
m norities. Most have either | ower
i ncomes or are immgrants or conme from
pl aces where maybe they didn't have the
opportunity that others did. So an
additional toll for this population

woul d be just devastating.
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But beyond that, the popul ation
t hat our conpany serves are primarily
Medi caid and Medi care recipients, as
wel |l as generally elderly people or
sickly people who live within the new
congestion zone.

This toll would create just chaos
for many of them as this cost would
ei ther need to be absorbed by
t hemsel ves, as ol der New Yorkers, or by
Medi caid and Medicare. Therefore
exasperating the budget even nmore than
It already is.

So | request that it be highly
consi dered that for medicaid nmedical
transportation, non-emergency medi cal
transportation, just like
Access-A-Ride, it's the same service as
Access- A-Ride, a bl anket exenption is
made as this is the service that needs
to be provided to those New Yorkers.

Throughout the pandem c, we were
considered -- it's exenmpt -- an exenpt
service. And | think that should

conti nue. Because again, wthout our
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service or services like -- not even
just our company, but this service is
necessary for many New Yorkers |iving
within the congestion zone. So
non- emer gency medi cal transportation
shoul d be added in as an additional
exenmption.

Thank you.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

The next speaker is Dougl as
Desir, followed by M chael Huarachi.

Our next speaker is M chael
Huar achi, foll owed by Vishaan
Chakr abarti .

M chael Huarachi .

M chael, please unnute and begin
your remarKks.

M CHAEL HUARACHI : Hel l o, can you
hear me?

MR. WOIJNAR: Yes. Please begin.

M CHAEL HUARACHI: Hi, yes.

Il would |ike to suggest that we
nmove away from crimnalizing poverty in
our transportation system | woul d

rat her have two - -
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(Technical interruption.)

-- the core of the -- cannot
afford to pay. | think that 100 -- is
a -- it is a waste of taxpayer doll ars.

(Technical interruption.)

Public transportation, housing,
health care -- is beyond the scope of
what the MIA can do, but what the MTA
can also do is stop catering to the
white rage that is -- unsafe --
probably the best public transportation

systems in regards to safety that

has -- in the western worlds. Never --
this -- our public -- New York City --
| cannot say the same -- England --

(Technical interruption.)
| NTERPRETER: |'m sorry, the
i nterpreter cannot hear. |'m assum ng
t hat the stenographer cannot hear

clearly as well.

CAPTI ONER: | cannot hear.
MR. WOJNAR: We'll come back to
M chael, if you can get to a better

spot and give you your remaining time.

The next speaker is Vishaan
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Chakrabarti, followed by Jon Jadrosich.

The next speaker is Jon
Jadrosich, followed by Alice Mok.

The next speaker is Alice Mok,
foll owed by Patricia Cowl ey.

ALl CE MOK: Hel | o, everyone. My
name i s Alice Mk. | represent ny
conpany, Wonton Food Inc. W have been
an Asian food manufacturer in New York
for nearly 50 years, serving
restaurants, food service organizations
in the city and nore.

We have plants in WIlIliamsburg,

Br ookl yn, Long Island City and
Pl ai nvi ew, Long Island, as well as a
whol esal e di vision in Chinatown.

| mpl ementing the congestion
pricing would affect our business or
simlar businesses in the follow ng
ways: Number one, due to high rent in
Manhattan, many businesses in Chinatown
have a small footprint. They require
multiple deliveries fromtheir vendors
to support their business for the

community. It would add cost to our
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busi ness, and many food and smal |
conpani es that make daily deliveries to
Chi nat own.
Needl ess to say, we are already
suffering fromthe increasing cost of
| abor, transportation and raw materials
of running a small business in New York
City. Besides, it would add cost to
our vendors who nmake deliveries to our
whol esal e division. And in the end,
add nore cost on our shoul ders.
Furthernmore, it would affect our
busi ness because custoners may
di sconti nue using our products due to
t he expense of picking up in Chinatown.
Lastly, it would heavily inmpact
t he restaurant business in the CBD,
whi ch are already struggling due to the
pandem c. That's all | want to share.
Thank you for your tine.
MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.
The next speaker, the 130th
person to sign up, is Patricia Cow ey,
foll owed by M chell e Grossman.

PATRI CI A COWLEY: Good afternoon.
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1 My name is Patricia Cowley. 1'mthe
2 executive director for the Greater New
3 Jersey Motor Coach Association, as well
4 as the Pennsyl vania Bus Associ ati on. I
5 am speaking here today to request the
6 full exenption to bus and motor coach
7 private conpanies in regards to the
8 congestion pricing tolling.
9 Our menbers represent over 100
10 not or coach operators who bring
11 commuters and tourists to New York
12 City. Although we support efforts to
13 address congestion in the city, we are
14 extremely concerned by the options
15 proposed in the Environment al
16 Assessment and the limted tine
17 avai |l able to review the docunments and
18 participate in this process.
19 Because New York City is a
20 nati onal tourism and comuter
21 desti nation, any suggestion -- any
22 congestion relief or pricing nmodels
23 need to take into consideration the
24 concerns of all stakeholders involved.
25 We understand several options proposed
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in the New York Central Business
District Tolling Program include
tolling of buses and notor coaches that
serve the city.

This is counterintuitive to
providi ng congestion relief. Mot or
coach travel is one of the nost green,
fuel efficient nodes of transportation
by getting approximtely 280 m | es per
gallon. Not only do our members reduce
traffic congestion on our roads and
hi ghways, but just one coach has a
potential to replace up to 50 cars. So
we are taking cars off the streets,
| essening the carbon footprint and our
members do this all while providing
significant econom c benefits to the
city.

Further, motor coaches are often
the only form of transportation
avai |l able to I ow-income and
under -served communities. By assessing
fees of the buses on the buses, there
will be no other choice but to raise

fares to cover the extra expense.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent
Publ i c Hearing
August 31, 2022
243
1 think this will impact commuters and of
2 course will inpact the significant
3 revenue we bring to the New York City
4 | andscape.
5 Sinmply put, motor coaches are the
6 solution to your problem and need to be
7 treated as such. Therefore, we
8 respectfully request you to take these
9 points into your consideration, and
10 of fer private nmotor coach conpani es
11 full exenption fromthe congestion
12 pricing plans being devel oped.
13 Thank you for your tinme.
14 MR. WOJNAR: Thank you.
15 The next speaker is Mchelle
16 Grossman, followed by Caspar Lant.
17 The next speaker is Caspar Lant,
18 foll owed by Kate Brockwehl .
19 The next speaker is Kate
20 Brockwehl, followed by Jane Sel den.
21 KATE BROCKWEHL: My name is Kate
22 Brockwehl, and I'm a member of Fam lies
23 For Safe Streets, a group of people who
24 have been seriously injured or | ost
25 | oved ones to traffic violence.
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Congestion pricing has made
streets safer where it's been
I mpl ement ed. I n London, crashes fell
nearly 50 percent in the congestion
pricing zone, with the 15 percent --
sorry.

Congestion pricing will make
streets safer for all road users.
Implicit in the testinony of virtually
every opponent is the assunption that
when sonmeone gets in their car, they
will be able to get home in one piece.
| want that to be true, but for far too
many drivers, it is not.

Before | was hit by a car nore
t han four years ago, | understood that
| could be. Three of ny
great-grandmot hers were killed by
vehicles. When | was hit, | was
wal king in the crosswal k and had the
light. The driver failed to yield,
causi ng serious knee, leg and wri st
i njuries and PTSD. MWhile | couldn't
have done anything differently to

prevent | being hit, congestion pricing
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wi || encourage drivers to reconsider
non-essential trips to Manhattan.

We have to design transit with
t he expectation that humans will make
m st akes. We know how to and we nust
design roads so that those inevitable
m st akes are not deadly. Congestion
pricing will deter sonme drivers from
getting in their car when they can make
the trip by subway, bus or train.

We need to reduce the number of
car trips to reduce the number of
crashes that are killing our neighbors.
There are inportant considerations in
how to i mpl ement congestion pricing,
but it is the only reasonable first
step to take in addressing a planet in
obvious crisis, and streets so
dangerous that drivers are killing and
severely injuring people who are
standi ng on sidewal ks, babies in
strollers and 99-year-ol ds.

It is our most vul nerable who are
nost |likely to be injured and killed by

traffic violence. The youngest,
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ol dest, people who cannot work from
home, commuters who travel at night,
people with disabilities and peopl e who
drive for their jobs. That change is
unconfortable. Makes it no |ess
essenti al .

Thank you.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

The next speaker is Jane Sel den,
foll owed by Muneeb Rehman.

JANE SELDEN: Thank you for
giving me the opportunity to speak
t oday. My name i s Jane Sel den. l'm a
retired educator, a long tinme resident
of the Central Business District, a bus
rider, a subway rider and a climte
activist.

| fully support the CBD Tolling
Pl an because it is an inmportant step
towards reducing the city's greenhouse
gas em ssions and inproving the health
of our local comunities. Wth
record- breaki ng heat waves, severe
droughts, unprecedented fl oodi ng and

uncontroll able wild fires both here and
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abroad, we are already wi tnessing the
deadly affects of the climte crisis.

According to the UNIPC s | atest
report, we are rapidly running out of
time to take the steps necessary to
avert climate catastrophe. | n New York
City the transportation sector
contributes 30 percent of greenhouse
gas em ssions, with em ssions from cars
and trucks being the | argest
contributors. The path to reducing
these em ssions is clear. W need to
reduce the nunmber of vehicles entering
the city and provide the much needed
fundi ng to noderni ze, expand and speed
up public transportation. Thereby
I ncentivizing nmore sustainable
alternatives to car travel.

Reduci ng these dangerous
em ssions will also inmprove the health
of our local comunities. Qur city now
experiences the worst traffic
congestion in the nation. This
congestion results in nmore vehicles

I dling and more stop and go driving,
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whi ch i ncreases tail pipe pollution.
In fact, idling engines emt twi ce the
amount of toxic pollutants as a car in
notion. These pollutants include
carbon monoxi de, nitrogen-oxide and
smal | particulate matter that have been
| i nked to higher rates of heart and
|l ung di sease and cancer, as well as
hi gher rates of hospitalization and
death from COVI D- 19.
These adverse health effects
di sproportionately impact | ow-income
communities and communities of col or.
We know t hat i nmplementing congestion
pricing has direct health benefits
because we've seen this happen in other
cities. For exanple, according to a
John Hopkins study, in Stockholm there
was a fifteen percent drop in
particulate matter, and the nunmber of
hospital visits by children with severe
ast hma went down by nearly 50 percent.
Regar di ng exenmpti ons, | support
exenpting vehicles that transport

di sabl ed people. This is fair. But
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addi ng more exenptions will
significantly increase the toll,
resulting in more people seeking
alternative, toll-free routes,
i ncluding the Cross Bronx Expressway,
I ncreasing the pollution for Bronx
residents who already suffer from sone
of the worst air quality in the city.
The congestion pricing tolling
programis a crucial first step in
addressing multiple urgent issues in
our city. The climate crisis, the
public health crisis and the traffic
congestion. It's working in London,
it's working in Stockholm and in

Si ngapore and other cities around the

wor | d. There's no reason it can't work

her e.

Thank you very nuch.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

The next speaker is Muneeb
Rehman, foll owed by M chael Prisco.

The next speaker is M chael
Prisco, followed by Mtch Watson.

The next speaker is Mtch Watson,
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foll owed by Tracey Annunzi ato.

The next speaker is Tracey
Annunzi ato, to be foll owed by JoAnne
Si nmon.

TRACY ANNUNZI ATO: Hel | o. Can
you see nme?

MR. WOIJNAR: Yes. We can see and
hear you.

TRACY ANNUNZI ATO: Perfect. Good
afternoon. Thank you for allow ng me
to speak. | spoke last night, but I
al so wanted to speak again. M nane is
Tracey Annunzi at o. | live in Brooklyn,
New York. | was just recently approved
for permanent disability a year ago, as
| have a very chronic, painful chronic
pain condition that affects ny | egs,
back, neck, shoulder, my entire body.

| also possess this New York City
handi cap parking permt, which is very
hard to get, and | just had to renew
It. And went through a tedious process
of having to send so many doctor's
reports just to renew this handicap

parking permt that |'ve had for years.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 31, 2022
251

| feel like this congestion
pricing is really a hardship for people
with disabilities and people |ike me
and the elderly, that have and rely on
their car. The handi cap parking permt
Is given to us because we have these
severe disabilities and we require the
use of our personal cars.

Thi s handicap parking permt is a
hardshi p because | cannot anbul ate the
subway systens at all. Nunber one, not
everybody gives you seats on the train.
Number two, the steps are inpossible.
| cannot wal k up steps al one, neverm nd
carrying the wal ker that | anbul ate
with up the steps with me.

Nunmber two, | see various doctors
in Manhattan. And | also -- | travel
t hrough the Hugh Carey Tunnel when | go
to see these doctors. And now having
to pay an additional money just to use
my car, because |'m using ny handi cap
parking permt in order to go see these
doct ors. | just think that if you have

this New York City handi cap parking
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permt, we should be exenpt from paying
this ridiculous extra toll. It's just
t edi ous.

Pl ease just consider exenpting
the New York City handi cap parking
permt hol ders.

Thank you for allowing me to
speak. Have a good afternoon,
everyone. Bye.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Assenbly
Menmber JoAnne Sinmon, she'll be foll owed
by Christine O Brien.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER JOANNE SI MON:

Hi. Thank you. Thank you. | am
Assembly Member JoAnne Sinon, and |
represent Downtown Brooklyn and nmost of
t he nei ghborhoods surrounding the
commerci al core.

| want to thank you for the
opportunity to testify in support of
congestion pricing today. | was a
co-sponsor of the congestion pricing
bill. And done right, congestion

pricing will increase the use of mass
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transit and fund keeping it in a state
of good repair.

And two, it will reduce the
gratuitous traffic over the free
bridges. After engaging with
communities throughout the Gowanus
corridor in the 1990s, we | earned that
much of the traffic in the corridor was
i nduced by two things. One, the free
Brookl yn and Manhattan Bridges, and two
the now elimnated one way Verazano
toll. And we fought for and got a
Downt own Br ookl yn transportation
bl ueprint study, where we | earned two
t hi ngs.

And here's the blueprint study
right here. 50 percent of the traffic
i n Downt own Brooklyn was through
traffic over the free bridges. That
congestion pricing was the only way to
di srupt the unequal tolling policies
that it created that polluted
pat hfi nding through the area. And that
residential permt parking was needed

to elimnate the major parking right
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probl em t hat existed.

That study was finalized in 2006
and denonstrated unequivocally that RPP
was justified in the area. And the
main point | want to make is that this
I s about reducing congesti on. Not j ust
because it's costly. But because
traffic congestion significantly
contributes to climte change.

Reduci ng congesti on protects the health
and safety of all of us, even if you
di sagr ee.

And yes, it will be a pain in the
tuchus for a nunber of people. New
Yorkers want to be able to go where
t hey want to go, when they want to go.
They want to see the USA in a Chevrol et
as it were. But not being able to
breath and increase flooding is so nmuch
nore of a pain for so many.

St udi es have shown that we have
to reduce vehicle mles travel ed by
20 percent before 2030. So we just
have to reduce VMI. And that is

wi t hout regard to the electrification.
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Now, a word about exenptions. |
agree with the previous speaker, that
people with disabilities must have an
exenption. Because the transit system
I's not accessi ble. Moreover, they're
overwhel m ng underenpl oyed or living on
a fixed income. Not allow ng
exenptions for people who need to get
in and out of Manhattan or bel ow 60th
Street and who cannot reliably take
public transportation deserve our
consi der ati on.

The subways are marginally
accessi bl e, the buses don't go over the
bri dges except for a few. And
Access-A-Ride is an unmtigated
di saster. 1've received many calls
from people who have conditi ons who
need medical treatment and just can't
sustain doing this either physically or
financially.

Yesterday, there was an Op-Ed in
The Daily News. | agree that we need
to mtigate those inpacts to

Envi ronnental Justice communities, such
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1 as those along the Cross Bronx. And in

2 some, | think the balance to be struck

3 Is a delicate one. W all have a

4 responsibility to be part of the

5 solution. And | thank the panelists

6 for taking on this very difficult task

7 in the public's interest.

8 Thank you.

9 MR. WOIJNAR: The next speaker is
10 Christine O Brien, followed by Walter
11 | wachi w.

12 The next speaker is Walter

13 | wachi w, followed by Sheila Pierre.

14 WALTER | WACHIW  Good afternoon.
15 MR. WOIJNAR: Pl ease proceed.

16 WALTER | WACHI W  Yes. [''m here
17 representing the 8 mllion-dollar --
18 8 mllion citizens who ride the

19 subways. We had a contract that was
20 stolen by MIA staff. They reworked it
21 to appear to cone from Transit

22 Wreless. Part of that contract was
23 basically to provide nearly free subway
24 service to all the residents of New
25 York City.
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Now, that would have encouraged
people to ride the subways and woul d
have all eviated the problem
Addi tionally, the MIA did a bus crash
on me, and | was injured in the bus
crash and they submtted a false
acci dent investigation done 30 m nutes
after.

Now, as far as the Environment al
Revi ew Board survey here, it looks |ike
the new IRA bill has not been di scussed
in the proposal environmental inpact
statement. | submt that this should
all eviate the congestion, the issues
with the environment and the MIA should
not be grasping for some additional
funding. It's already been
i nvestigated and found that there is
infiltration of the MIA by organi zed
crinme.

Jay knows about it, Governor
Hochul knows about it. |[|'ve asked
Presi dent Biden to make an
I nvesti gati on. | ' m asking the U. S.

Depart ment of Transportation to also
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carry on an investigation.

| would recomend that the board
members also |l ook into it. Because i f
this is a noney grab, it shouldn't
happen.

Thank you very nuch.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

The next speaker is Sheila
Pierre, followed by Donal d Ranshte.

The next speaker is Donal d
Ranshte, followed by Chris Castillo.

DONALD RANSHTE: Hell 0?

MR. WOINAR: We can hear you.

DONALD RANSHTE: Gr eat . Thank
you.

Good afternoon, everyone. My
name i s Donald Ranshte. |'m executive
vice president of the Building Trades
Empl oyers' Association. The BTA
represents 100 -- I'"'msorry, 1100
constructi on managers, general
contractors and specialty trades
contractors operating in New York City,
who put in place over 65 billion

doll ars worth of public and private
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construction work in New York City.

Thank you for the opportunity to
testify on behalf of the plan, which
unfortunately we have to oppose. And
in the alternative, we request an
exemption from

Our research shows that in
London, Ml an, Stockholm all the plans
have existed -- existing |listed
exenpti ons based on the needs of that
city. And also, London, M an,
St ockhol m Si ngapore have attributed a
hi gher cost of living as opposed to --
as opposed to New York, based partly on
congestion pricing.

The object of the plan is to
rai se over a billion dollars for public
transportation, and to alleviate
traffic in the Central Business
District. Unfortunately, caught up in
this plan is a nyriad of small
busi nesses that use comercial vehicles
to nmove necessary supplies, tools and
materials to the hundreds of public and

private work sites in Manhatt an.
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Li ke many other small busi nesses
t hat have already testified, the cost
of this tax on contractors will be such
a burden and so cost-prohibitive for
their clients that many contractors
will sinmply discontinue working in
Manhat t an.

Thi s woul d negatively inpact not
only those tall glorious projects that
we see com ng up out of the ground in
Manhattan, but school construction,
roadwor k, pipe and electric gas work,
needed infrastructure, renovations for
homeowners, repairs, renodeling for
home owners. Addi ng exorbitant costs
to each of these projects.

In fact, on public projects, the
cost of congestion pricing on
construction contractors would sinply
be passed along to the public owner.
And for the MIA as a client, higher
construction costs on the very projects
that the MIA is looking to raise noney
for by inplenmenting the plan.

All construction vehicles should
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be exenpted. W thout this exenption,
the MITA would net $0 or nore |ikely
| ose nmoney on each toll charged to a
construction vehicle entering the zone.
We woul d be happy to engage you
further on this. In -- quickly, the
BTA recently undertook an econom c
I mpact study that showed that for each
billion dollars in construction
spendi ng nmore than 1 doll ar was
returned to the city in ternms of taxes,
payroll and | ocalized spending. So
this could potentially raise a billion
dollars for the MIA, but tangentally

cost and/or even show | oss of

I mpl ementing the plan overall in New
York City.
Thank you.

MR. WOJNAR: Next speaker is
Chris Castillo, followed by Caswell
McLean.

The next speaker is Caswell
McLean, followed by Alfred Lynch.

The next speaker is Alfred Lynch,

foll owed by Conni e Zambi anchi .
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The next speaker is Connie
Zanmbi anchi, followed by Cecilia Guerra.

The next speaker is Cecilia
Guerra, followed by Brett Burke.

The next speaker is Brett Burke,
foll owed by Filipp Shineleve.

BRETT BURKE: Good afternoon. My
name is Brett Burke, and |I'mthe vice
presi dent and general manager for the
Coach USA Suburban facility located in
New Brunswi ck, New Jersey.

We have been a staple in
transporting passengers to New York
City for more than 80 years. Our New
Brunswi ck facility al one operates over
350 daily trips between points in
central New Jersey, to and from New
York City and more than 8, 000
passengers per day rely on our service
as it is a reliable and I ow cost form
of transportation for them

The pandem c was an extrenely
difficult time for everyone, and while
many busi ness were able to keep

operating by having their enpl oyees
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work from home, Coach USA was out there
providing transportation to those who
needed to get to and from New York City
day in and day out.

We received hundreds of
phonecalls and e-mails from our
passengers thanking us for providing
services they would not know how to get
to work otherwi se. W continue to be a
very good and reliable partner with New
Jersey Transit since the agency's
inception in 1977. In my 13-year
career at Coach USA, New Jersey Transit
has relied on us to provide emergency
service to public transportation riders
during national disasters, such as
Super Storm Sandy in 2012, as well as
ot her unexpected weat her events.

We've also assisted in |arge
pl anned events, such as the Super Bowl
in 2014 and the Pope visit in 2015.
Additionally we operate | ocal contracts
for New Jersey Transit throughout the
state. From an operational vantage

poi nt, any additional charges to our
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conpany will place extreme pressure on
us to increase our fares, which we do
not wish to do. The traveling public
has endured nuch stress over the | ast
coupl e of years and utilizes our
service because it is an affordable
alternative to driving their own
vehicle or using other transportation
opti ons.

Our service has been part of the
solution as to why this tax is being
proposed in the first place.

M nim zing the amount of vehicles on
the road and | essening carbon em ssion.
As mentioned by my coll eagues
previously, by the tens of mllions
each year.

As a result of the program Coach
USA believes that ridership of buses
will increase, therefore further
decreasi ng the number of passenger cars
on the road. But to make the program
successful and to anticipate this
increase in ridership, more suburban

park and ride facilities are needed
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outside of New York and in New Jersey.
Exi sting park and ride facilities

I ncludi ng those in Rockland and Orange
Counties, as well as those along the
New Yor k Thru-Way and New Jersey
corridors, comuter park are not
adequate to receive increased transit
activity and need expansion.

Coach USA al so believes that
rapid bus |l anes into New York City
should be created that will allow for
nore efficient transportation to and
t hrough the congestion district.

We al so support -- to nonitor use
of current bus |anes and support
enforcement against individuals and
busi nesses that inpede use of the bus
| anes. We are seeking to have what has
al ready been well established in
London, Singapore and Stockholm  These
cities embrace bus services as a maj or
way to address their congestion issue,
as well as a way to | owering carbon
em ssi ons.

| respectfully request that this
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board's recommendati on be of providing
an exenption to all bus operators at
all times.

Thank you for your time and
consi der ati on.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

The next speaker is Filipp
Shi nel ev, followed by Jorge Urena.

The next speaker, the 150th on
our list, is Jorge Urena, followed by
Andrew St ern.

The next speaker is Andrew Stern,
followed by Oivia Lai.

ANDREW STERN: Hi . As a resident
of Lower Manhattan, | would like to
urge the MIA and the state to deliver
congestion pricing soon and without
exenptions.

This would allow the MITA to fully
fund its capital program which
mllions rely on. The -- benefits that
will be enabled by a fully re-signaled
subway system the Interborough
Express, the conpleted Second Avenue

Subway, Penn Station Access and
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accessibility upgrades.

This is not a regressive program
Only two percent of outer borough New
Yorkers in poverty drive to Manhattan
for work, and drivers to New Yorkers
are disproportionately upper cl ass.
Wth congestion pricing, our bus
system which m ddle and | ower cl ass
New Yorkers ride nost, will be able to
run faster on | ess congested streets,
and | urge the MIA to invest further in
nore frequent bus service, particularly
for outer borough transit deserts.

Il live and work in Lower
Manhattan, and | deal with the inpacts
of congestion every day. M risk for
asthma is elevated, and if | had
children, there's will be as well. I
am more likely to be hit by a speeding
car, and the car congestion makes our
streets difficult to wal k, bike and
l'ive on.

For those requesting exenptions,
| would point out that the exenmption to

congestion pricing is sinply taking the
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train or the bus. For those requesting
exenptions for medical appointnments, |
woul d point out that currently, the MIA
provides no fare exenptions for those
taking the train, which is often
upwar ds of $20. So it's not clear to
me why these exemptions would be
granted for those taking cars.

Many hospitals in Manhatt an,
I ncluding the VA, already provide
conpensation for travel expenses, and |
assume this would be extended to
congestion pricing. Congestion pricing
is a way to formally price the negative
externalities of driving. It is
crucial that we limt any exenptions.
Regar dl ess of why someone is driving
into the CBD, they're still imposing
t hose negative inmpacts on the people of
Lower Manhattan, not to mention
everyone el se driving.

Congestion pricing has been
proven as effective in cities around
the world, but in the U S., New York's

programis the first. It's cruci al
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that we do this right, do this soon and
with as few exenptions as possible to
show Americans in cities around the
U.S. that congestion pricing works and
it can be done here.

Thank you and | yield the rest of
my tinme.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

The next speaker is Oivia Lai,
foll owed by Krishaveni Drunmond.

OLIVIA LAI: Hi. Thank you for
t he opportunity to testify. Hi, can
you see nme?

MR. WOIJNAR: Yes. Pl ease
proceed.

OLIVIA LAI: | live in Lower
Manhattan. And | wal k and take the
subway every day. [|I'malso a driver
and not only would | be happy to pay
t he congestion pricing toll, but | also
ask that there be no exenptions for
drivers who live in Lower Manhatt an,
because the sheer nunber of cars makes
it impossible to safely wal k and bi ke

around my nei ghbor hood.
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Ri ght now, just outside ny
apartment, the congestion created by
cars i s making nmy street dangerous and
I nhospitable to me and my nei ghbors,
and generating intense snog and noi se
that are detrimental to our
l'i vel i hoods.

Congestion pricing would mean
fewer cars on our streets, safer air
and | ess noi se pollution. | would |ike
to ask the MTA to |limt any exenptions
as these woul d weaken congesti on
pricing's ability to keep our streets
| i vabl e.

It is also important that we
I mpl ement congestion pricing as soon as
possi ble so the MIA has the funds to
i mprove their bus and train network,
which | and mllions of other New
Yorkers rely on every day.

Thank you and | yield the rest of
my time.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

The next speaker is Krishaveni

Drumond, followed by Raul Rivera.
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The next speaker is Raul Rivera,
foll owed by Peter Costello.

The next speaker is Peter
Costello, to be followed by Elizabeth
Lar ki n.

The next speaker is Elizabeth
Larkin, to be followed by Patricia
Keenan.

The next speaker is Patricia
Keenan, to be followed by Irving Lee.

The next speaker is lrving Lee,
foll owed by Beatrice Chisholm

| RVI NG LEE: Hi. This is Irving
Lee. Can you hear nme?

MR. WOJNAR: Yes, we can.

| RVI NG LEE: | just want to say
that -- let me get ny act together
because you caught me -- 1've been

waiting for a long tinme. You kind of
caught ne.

All right. Okay. 1'll start ny
video. All right.

So | just want to say, |I'm a
congestion -- | just want to say that

congestion pricing is a very bad idea.
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It's highway robbery. The MTIA
presentation is a now and biased
anal ysis and not speaking with the
communities affected including

Chi nat own. Except their so-call ed
environmental justice groups.

As a lifelong residents into
Chi nat own and two bridges community,

t he proposed congested pricing wil
have devastating econom c consequences
for my community.

The toll will deter many who
normal |y shop and eat in Chinatown to
go el sewhere, and will drive Chinese
nmom and pop busi ness operations out of
busi ness. Trucks comng into supply
food will be taxed and the cost will be
passed onto the consuner.

The targeting of CBD for
congestion pricing is fundamentally
raci st. Chinatown is an inmportant food
resource for working famlies. W are
t he econom c engine that provides an
I mportant tax base for the comunity.

Congestion pricing is an existenti al
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threat to Chinatown. Congestion
pricing will accelerate gentrification
of New York City and will underm ne the
diversity the city has | ong been known
for.

The 60, 000-dollar cap is a joke.
No serious exenmptions for those who
live in the zone, unlike the London
Central Business District that's being
proposed right now.

There's been fl awed studies
surroundi ng congestion pricing. The
fundamental flaw in the studies of
congestion pricing is it's failure to
exam ne or even nmention the primary
factors | eading to heavy congestion in
Lower Manhattan, especially on Canal
Street. The tolls at the Verazano
Narrows Bridge force many vehicles
I ncluding trucks to avoid going through
Staten Island into New Jersey and pay a
toll instead of going to Manhattan to
New Jersey by utilizing the free
Hol | and Tunnel instead. Congestion in

| ower Manhattan as a result of these
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policies, the city has enacted.

Lyft and Uber and ot her car
services has been given the green
| i ght, creating much of the congestion.
And of course, they face bl owbacks as
New Yorkers. Other issues including
traffic and parking issues outside the
zone and potential retaliation from
other jurisdictions are responding to
our tolls with their own tolls to New
Yor kers.

Congestion pricing to finance MIA
appears to be a worthy goal, providing
for mass transportation is
environmentally inportant, and the nost
efficient way in transporting to New
York City. The problem stems in a |ack
of accountability on how the MIA spends
Its noney, especially on capital
projects. This includes the 4.3
billion on just three stations for the
Second Avenue subway |i ne.
Accountability first before any
consi deration --

MR. WOJNAR: Pl ease concl ude your
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remarks.

| RVING LEE: 1'd just say that
congestion pricing has nothing to do
with reduci ng congestion and nore
determ ning factor for transform ng and
gentrifying | ower Manhatt an.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Beatrice
Chi sholm foll owed by our 160th person
on our list, Dana Matarazzo.

The next speaker is Dana
Mat arazzo, followed by Leo Straus.

DANA MATARAZZO: Hi .
Non-entitled driver here. M nane is
Dana Matarazzo, and |I'd like to tell
you a little bit about myself and why |
vehemently oppose this most egregious
insult to the hard working citizens of
this city and our suburban nei ghbors.

The absol utely preposterous term
car culture makes me cringe and roll ny
eyes |i ke any real New Yorker woul d.
I*"ma |lifelong New Yorker. | grew up
in Parks Slope in a house that was in

my famly for al most one hundred years.
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| now live in Dongan Hill, Staten
I sland with my husband and three
children in a home that has been in his
famly since it was built 68 years ago.

My heart bleeds for the city.
|"m actually on the West Coast right
now. |*ve been up since 6:47 a. m
Pacific to talk to you people. | joke
with my children that | grew up on the
F train, which is true since | didn't
get my driver's license til | was
25 years ol d. | wal ked everywhere,
took the train or bus, and if that
wasn't an option, called a car service.
Bef ore Uber.

It is sort of ironic considering
where |'m speaking now. | battled the
stairs daily at the R train when |I was
I n high school, and still have famly
members who call the trains by their
proper names, the C Beach, IND or the
BNT.

I|*"'m a pediatric hematol ogy
oncol ogy nurse and work on an inpatient

unit 1 n Manhattan where we take care of
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babi es, children and young adults
under goi ng cancer treatments, receiving
bone marrow transpl ants. | have been a
nurse there for the |last 12 years.

|*ve taken care of patients fromas far
away as South Africa and some as close
as my own nei ghborhood.

Patients and their famlies come
to us to receive world class medical
care. Comng fromthe outer boroughs
and commuting to the Upper East Side,
my transportation options are |limted.
Li ke most health care workers, | do not
work a conventional schedule, and |
al so work weekends. | work 12 and a
hal f hour days. Usi ng public
transportation would triple ny
commuting time. There is only one bus
line | can take on the weekends.

During the workweek, there are
two buses | can take. One of which
stops running at 7:00 p.m My shift
ends at 7:30. On a good day, | am out
of work by 7:45, 8 o'clock. Most days

| often work | ate due to our patients
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acuity and our staffing needs.

Those with opposing thoughts wil
say nurses can work anywhere. You can
work close to home if you don't |ike
the commute. My rebuttal will remain
that this is not my job, but nmy
cal ling. | Iove what | do, |'m good at
what | do, and |I can do what | do. |If
you' ve ever given chenotherapy to a
baby, you know what |'m tal king about.

Some years back, | did actually
try commuting in. The price of the
par ki ng garage had gone up, so | gave
it a go for a few weeks. Obviously, i
stopped because it took exponentially
| onger than driving to get home and it
was not feasible on the weekends.

| noticed that when | rode ML5
sel ect, not one MTIA enpl oyee coll ected
a fare. Perhaps actually collecting
fares on sel ect buses would create
revenue that the MIA so desperately
needs. They m ght al so consi der
prosecuting crim nals who beat fares or

| ook el sewhere such as overt, abuse and
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overti me pay and ot her sources of
wast eful spending instead of hitting
har d- wor ki ng enpl oyees -- instead of
hitting hard-working people where it
hurts the nost.

As one who sits in Gowanus

traffic at 5:50 a.m, | am not driving
for pleasure. lt's out of a necessity.
| f congestion pricing passes, | can

guarantee this would be the final nai
in the coffin for our formerly great
city. The increase in cost alone would
cripple my famly personally and many,
many ot hers. Nightmares traffic to
surroundi ng nei ghbor hoods woul d be the
under statenment of the mllennia. All
the money in the world will not inprove
or update the subways until Al bany gets
realistic about the ramp in crinme in
the city. The repercussions will be
felt for years to cone.

Thank you.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

The next speaker is Leo Straus,

foll owed by David Schroeder.
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The next speaker is David
Schroeder, followed by Cathryn MWers.

The next speaker is Cathryn
Myers, followed by Amanda Fri edman.

The next speaker i s Amanda
Frei dman, foll owed by Charl ene Burke.

AMANDA FRI EDMAN: Hel | o. Can you
hear me?

MR. WOJNAR: Yes, we can.

AMANDA FRI EDMAN:  Thank you.
Thank you, everyone, for providing me
t he opportunity to speak in favor of
congestion pricing.

Driving a personal vehicle into a
dense urban area is not a right, but a
| uxury and it should be priced
accordingly. In our city, traffic
violence is at an all-time high, and
I"min favor of any measures necessary
to get cars off of our streets. As a
cyclist, I look forward to experiencing
a city with safer streets for cyclists
and pedestrians and fewer traffic
deat hs.

| implore you to inplement
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congestion pricing with as few
exenptions as possible. And especially
not for groups as police officers who
have made a habit of illegally parking
all over our city sidewal ks and bi ke
| anes.

| believe that this program wil
give New Yorkers the push they need to
reorient their lives around transit
rat her than car dependency. And | | ook
forward to living in the world that
this programwi |l create.

Thank you.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

The next speaker is Charl ene
Bur ke, followed by Charles Yu.

The next speaker is Charles Yu,
foll owed by Eric Schaal.

Our next speaker is Eric Schaal,
foll owed by Scott Henry.

ERI C SCHAAL: All right. M nane
Is Eric Schaal . ['"munaffiliated with
any organi zation. |'ve seen the
congestion pricing issue froma few

sides, and | wanted to comment.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnent al

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 31, 2022

Assessnent

282

First of all, I lived in Downtown
Manhattan for over 20 years. | would
never dream of owning a car there.
That's the first thing. Now Il live in
Rockaway Beach in Queens and | own a
car. | highly support congestion
pricing. And there are a |ot of us who
are willing to make small sacrifices
for the good of the city, and for sone
senbl ance of a climte policy.

And we've heard from someone
t oday, when | add my name to the |ist,
we rarely drive to Manhattan, nmy wife
and I, we work from home. We may be
going to the city four or five tines a
year. This won't have a big inmpact for
us, as far as the tolls go. However, |
do worry about the public transit
options for people who conmmute from
Br ookl yn and Queens.

As it stands, subway and buses
services is bad and on the weekends is
absol utely unacceptable. So normally I
work from home, but when | do commute

to work on projects, | can spend up to
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two hours going to Downt own Brooklyn or
Manhattan via subway and bus. That's
about 15 mles. And many of ny
nei ghbors who work and commute have to
do that, especially on the weekends,
when | guess we pretend |ike people
don't work. And the transit system
goes | ocal .

So if you are worried about the
I mpact on businesses, and | think you
shoul d, you absolutely need to inprove
public transit options for people in
Brookl yn and Queens. As for
exemptions, |I've listened to many
people's testinmony, and some of it is
convincing with people with
disabilities, | believe yellow taxis
should be the only exenption.

Over the city, |'ve watched --
' m sorry, over the past decade, |'ve
wat ched the city allow Uber and Lyft
conpletely clog the streets and punp
untol d ampunts of carbon pollution into
city air, unchecked. Right. 80,000,

somet hing |ike that, vehicles.
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| mean, Uber claims to be
essential to riders and transit deserts
In the outer boroughs. So in that
sense, they agree, they're essential in
t hose boroughs and have little to no
pl ace i n Manhatt an. | f someone wants
to take a Cadillac Escal ade or a
Li ncol n Navi gator, basically a private
| i mousi ne, they want to take that
across town to go to brunch or
sonet hing else, then they should have
to pay an appropriate toll. | think
that's only fair.

And finally, | just want to
menti on coordi nati on. As you know,
there's so many agencies |'ve seen
before me, | dealt with various city
agencies on simlar problems in the
past, and if you are not coordi nated,
this is absolutely not going to work.
I f you are not demandi ng that the NYPD
write tickets for people blocking bus
| anes and other traffic violations,
this will not work. | *'m surprised

there's no one fromthat agency here
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1 t oday.
2 Anyway, | wi sh you the best, and
3 | hope it does work. Thank you very
4 much.
5 MR. WOINAR: The next speaker is
6 Scott Henry, followed by Mchelle
7 W nfi el d.
8 The next speaker, the 170th on
9 our list, is Mchelle Wnfield,
10 foll owed by John Runmely.
11 The next speaker is John Runely,
12 foll owed by Carl Wbjciechowski .
13 JOHN RUMELY: Good afternoon.
14 I*'m John Runely, and | am a resident of
15 Washi ngt on Hei ghts where | have |ived
16 with my famly since the 1980s.
17 We frequently -- we are car
18 owners. We also are frequent users of
19 mass transit. And after thinking about
20 It at a great length, we are in
21 conpl ete support of congestion pricing.
22 Even though -- and in fact, we are
23 fully aware that we will end up paying
24 for it because we end up driving
25 periodically down to Lower Manhatt an.
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1 The example that | give in terns
2 of -- of changing my habits and people
3 t hat need to change their driving
4 habits, if we are going to un-congest
5 Lower Manhattan, is the -- the cameras
6 t hat they put around schools. \When
7 t hose were put in place, | -- 1 got
8 caught speedi ng around schools, not
9 excessi vely, but enough that it was
10 dangerous and | paid a toll. | stopped
11 speeding. | was very aware of -- of
12 what | was doing then. And I -- | --
13 |*ve changed mnmy habits.
14 | expect congestion pricing will
15 change our habits and those of many
16 ot hers who decide to go down there.
17 Occasionally, I'"mgoing to end up
18 paying it and I will happily do so.
19 One of the advantages | think of
20 t he un-congested Lower Manhattan wil
21 be if | can drive around, get my chores
22 done and then conme home wi thout having
23 to sit intraffic, and -- and if this
24 works, | will be much happier. It wil
25 be worth it. And | really greatly
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support it for that reason.

Thank you very nuch. | yield the
rest of my time.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

The next speaker is Carl
Woj ci echowski, followed by Mamadou
Di al | o.

The next speaker is Mamadou
Diallo, followed by Geidy Perez.

The next speaker is Geidy Perez,
foll owed by Gordon Lee.

GEI DY PEREZ: Hi. Can you hear

me ?

MR. WOJNAR: Yes, we can.

GEI DY PEREZ: Hi. Thank you for
t he opportunity to speak. ' m a
resi dent of Manhattan. | |ive about 20

bl ocks outside of the congestion
pricing area on 83rd Street.

| think this is a terrible idea,
and it's an extra tax for the residents
of Manhattan. You already took our
par ki ng away about two years ago,
maki ng us have to pay for parking. In

addition to that, you took away traffic
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| anes to give themto bicyclists that
don't use them or abuse them and don't
follow traffic | aws.

So two-1lane streets became a
one-| ane street because now trucks and
cars are parked in one of the | anes.
So in addition to making |life harder
for us, now you are going to make it
nore expensive.

| work in Lower Manhattan, and |
have to | eave work to pick up ny
daughter on 92nd Street and go back to
Lower Manhattan because she has speci al
needs and she needs services in Lower
Manhattan. This will tax my famly
$12,000 a year, just going one way.

So this is wholly unfair, those
of us who pay the taxes in Manhattan
and that live in the area.

Thank you very nmuch.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

The next speaker is Gordon Lee,
foll owed by Cynthia Nwamarah.

The next speaker is Cynthia

Nwamar ah, foll owed by Shane King.
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The next speaker is Shane King,
foll owed by Judy Densky.
SHANE KI NG Hel l o. Thank you

for the opportunity to speak. Il live
in Central Harlem and work in -- start
my video -- apologize for that.

Il live in Central Harlem and |
work in Mdtown. As such, congestion
pricing won't affect nme because |
commut e by bicycle. Even so, | want to
make the case for exenpting nmotorcycles
and scooters from congestion pricing,
as most of the congestion plans in the
worl d al ready do. Doing so would have
benefits for congestion, pedestrian
safety, and | want to make the case for
why any plan nust include residenti al
permt parking as a necessary
conponent .

| support congestion pricing
because there are sinply no other way
to di ssuade people fromdriving into
Manhattan than to make them pay for it.
It isn't hard to see that a | ot of the

commuters drive SUVs and pickup trucks.
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These | arger and taller and heavy
vehi cl es have had a devastating toll on
pedestrian safety. As vehicles get
safer and safer for the occupants, they
become nore and nmore deadly for
pedestrians, cyclists and smaller
vehi cl es.

The increased weight and taller,
flatter grills are significantly nore
li kely to cause fatal injuries than
| i ghter cars or shorter cars. W are
facing both the congestion issue and a
safety issue. On average, a pedestrian
is killed every three days in the city
by a car, truck or bus.

In contrast, it's been five years
since a single pedestrian has been
killed by a motorcycle in Manhatt an.
When it conmes to congestion, many nore
not orcycles can fit on the road than a
car, SUV or pickup. Three or four
nmot orcycles can fit into a parking spot
of a single car. Motorcycles get
better gas m | eage than any non-hybrid

vehi cl e, and scooters even nore so.
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Mot orcycl es have virtually no
I mpact on the roads conpared to the
wear and tear caused by the
ever-increasing weights of SUVs and
pi ckup trucks. Many people already own
mot orcycl es, and they don't even
consider driving into the city.
Exempting themwill get some people to
consider driving their pedestrian
killing trucks in the already crowded
streets of our city.

We shoul d al so consider returning
t he motorcycl e-only parking spaces that
the city removed during the Guiliani
and Bl oomberg years. Anything that
encourages smaller nore practical
vehi cl es should be encouraged.

In addition to consideration,
when i mpl ementing the congestion
pricing programis residential permt
par ki ng. Nei ghborhoods |ike mne in
Harl em wi Il become inundated with
commut ers searching for free parking
once the congestion pricing takes

effect. This is not acceptable. This
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Is not fair to the residents and this
is easily avoided. Permt parking |like
there is virtually in every other city
in the country, must be enact ed.

I's there any doubt that these
commuting residents of Westchester,
Long Island, New Jersey and Connecti cut
woul d not tolerate their neighborhoods
bei ng overrun with vehicles searching
for free parking, and parking shouldn't
be free any way. Why who those of us
who own our vehicles think we are
entitled to store our personal property
on public streets at no cost. Permt
parking will have the added bonus of
cracking down on scofflaws who do not
regi ster their vehicles in New York and
hel p all eviate the surge of phony
temporary plates that has infested New
Yor k.

To sum up, nmotorcycl es and
scooters are part of the solution to
congestion and pedestrian safety, and
shoul d be exenpt fromthis congestion

charges. Adequate parking should be
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all owed for motorcycles to encourage
their use. There's no inmplenmenting of
congestion charge w thout residenti al
permt parking unless the neighborhoods
outside of the congestion zone become a
free parking neighborhood for conmmuters
puni shing the residents of the
nei ghbor hoods.

Thank you.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

The next speaker is Judy Densky,
foll owed by Vayl ateena Jones.

Our next speaker is Vayl ateena
Jones, to be followed by our 180th
person to sign up, Roberto Rodriguez.

VAYLATEENA JONES: Are we up to

me - -
MR. WOJNAR: Yup.
VAYLATEENA JONES: Okay. MW nanme
I s Vayl ateena Jones. |'m a menber of

the Lower Eastside Power Partnership.
| ' m speaki ng as an i ndividual .

Il Tive in Manhattan -- oh. I
live in Manhattan Community District 3,

which is in the CBD tolling zone. ' m
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a senior citizen. | have severa
concerns, the major being the present
public health crisis. According to the
Center for Disease Control, early data
suggest ol der people are twi ce as

| i kely to have serious COVID-19

i1l ness. This may be because as people
age, their imune systens change,
making it harder for their body to
fight off disease and infection. End
quot e.

According to Web MD, researches
do note that a varied diet full of
vitamn and m neral rich food |ike
fresh vegetables and fruit hel ps your
body including your inmmne system
function at its best. End quote.

After reading this, | take
vitam ns, eat vegetables and fruits
daily. It should not cost me or other
seniors nmore to decrease risk of
serious COVID-19, purchase fresh
veget ables and fruits, enhance our
I mune system My understanding is the

ot her places that have i nmpl ement ed
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congestion pricing did not do it during
a global health crisis.

| think that one of the
approaches woul d be exenpting trucks
that bring vitamns and fruits and
veget abl es to Manhattan Comunity
District 3. | think present public
health crisis needs to be consi dered.

According to the map, figure
17-2, most of Manhattan Conmmunity
District 3 is identified as
environmental justice area. Manhattan
Community District 3 is not a Centr al
Busi ness District. According to a
slide presented on Saturday at this
heari ng, southbound, quote,
sout hbound/ nort hbound FDR Drive between
East 10th Street and Brooklyn Bridge,
quote, would experience adverse effects
in the formof increased delays. This
area is in Manhattan Comunity District
3. From 10th Street to the bridge, to
Br ookl yn Bridge, Community District 3
are several New York City Housing

Aut hority, Mtchell-Lama and affordable
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housi ng devel opnments.

My assunption is delays neans
congestion, congestion elim nates the
benefits such as better air quality
stated for the Central Business Tolling
Program for the residents of Conmmunity
District 3 who live next to the FDR.
One of the things that health crisis
has enmphasi zed is that approaches in CD
3 need to be reviewed before
I mpl ement ati on occurs.

One benefit stated is pronmoting
equity across transit system
Presently East Broadway and Del ancey
Street F stations both in CD 3 are not
accessible. One thing to do would be
to accessorize these stations before
congestion prices is inmplemented in
Manhattan Community District 3.

Once again, | urge, please | ook
at the health crisis and consider it.

MR. WOINAR: -- your remarks --

Thank you. The next speaker is
Robert o Rodriguez, to be foll owed by

John Ciml |l o.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent
Publ i c Hearing
August 31, 2022
297

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

ROBERTO RODRI GUEZ: Hi ,
everybody.

MR. WOIJNAR: Hello. Please
proceed.

ROBERTO RODRI GUEZ: | need the --
| need the translator in Spanish,
pl ease.

You heard me?

MR. WOJNAR: Translation services
are available in realtime.

ROBERTO RODRI GUEZ: Okay.

(Speaking in Spanish.)

MR. WOIJNAR: Your comment will be
transl ated, indexed and responded to as
part of the process.

The next speaker is John Cimll o,
foll owed by Tinatin Chargeishvili.

The next speaker is Tinatin
Char gei shvili, followed by Pierre
Benj am n.

Next speaker is Pierre Benjam n,
foll owed by Tal Barzilai.

The next speaker is Tal Barzilai,
foll owed by Donna Myers.

Tal, take yourself off nmute. W
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can hear you to begin your coments.

You are still on mute. We cannot
hear you.
We cannot hear you. We will come

back to you, Tal.

The next speaker is Donna Myers,
foll owed by Amanda Levi ne.

The next speaker i s Amanda
Levine, followed by Bradl ey Hershenson.

AMANDA LEVI NE: Hi, everybody.

My name is Amanda Levi ne, as stated.
I'ma lifelong resident of Manhattan,
goi ng on al nost 50 years now. My
famly actually on both sides arrived
in New York in the md 1800s.
actually took ny permt test, ny
driver's test at school. And |
currently live on 107th Street off of
Broadway. And nmy dad |ives on 42nd
Street on the west side.

We both are on fixed inconmes. M
dad is now 77 years old, and along with
his general age and health issues, he's
a part of the Twin Towers Fund, where

he incurred massive and life-altering
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heal th problems due to working down in
t hat area during the attacks, he's
forced to participate in daily health
care and constant doctor visits due to
his issues that he incurred from9/11.

l"m his sole caregiver. | not
only have to visit his home several
times a week to ensure that he's taken
care of in his daily life, but I'"'mthe
one who drives himto all of his
medi cal appoi ntments, which are
multiple in nunber and several times
per week and growing in a number of
times he has to go. And if this tol
is put in place and charges are put in
pl ace, | don't know what |'m going to
do.

| own a car and drive happily in
New York City. | "' m proud of that. And
|*'m scared and concerned and angry. In
all honesty, what are my dad and |
going to do? We cannot afford this
charge. Sorry, |'m getting enotional.
And who will care for himif not nme?

He needs to go to all of his medical
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appoi ntments and | need to drive himto
and from and wait for himfromthese
appoi ntments at each one of them

We are not weal thy, nor are we
even close to wealthy. And we get by
living in the city and barely get by as
I S. | implore you, absolutely inplore
you, do not do this. Think about me,
my dad and the other people |ike us who
live in the city here and need cars and
cannot afford to pay these tolls and
live here. This is just one of the
I ssues concerning the congestion
tolling for me. But this was the nost
I mportant one and the one | chose to
express to you because it is of the
nost i nportance to me and my dad. And
this is what | wanted to focus on.

Again, | inplore you, and |I'm
actually quite begging you, which is
sonmething | don't do, to not put these
I n place. "' m going to kind of give
over nmy rest of nmy time to other people
because | know this is time consum ng,

but | really appreciate it and | truly
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hope that you will care for the people
t hat actually live here and have |ived
here for the lifelong amount of time
and really need to survive and drive.
Thank you.
MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.
The next speaker is Bradley
Her shenson, followed by Kurt B.
BRADLEY HERSHENSON: Hi, can you
hear me?
MR. WOJNAR: Yes, we can.
BRADLEY HERSHENSON: Great . Good

afternoon, everyone. | hope you are
all doing well. It's only been --
what -- six hearings in a row for eight

hours a day? So now you know what it's
li ke to be a student nowadays,
especially on Zoom

So my name is Brad Hershenson.
Il'"'ma resident of the Upper East Side.
And |'ve lived here my whole life. I'd
| i ke to speak against congestion
pricing as it is outlined, and I'd |ike
to just raise three points.

One, | want to say what message
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are we sending to the seniors and those
who are di sabled? Many of my nei ghbors
have doctor's appointnments particularly
bel ow 60th Street. And they can't use
bi kes or buses or subways to nove
around the city. Many people live on
fixed incomes and they just sinply
can't afford $23 nmultiple times a week
just to go to the doctor or go out the
door for whatever the reason is.

Second, | want to mention that
' m concerned about the area |ike
directly outside of the zone in terns
of parking, and with such a high
density, cars m ght be circling around
for 30, 40 m nutes, an hour, maybe even
nore, which is basically what it's |ike
any way right now. Trying to find
par king. And the higher VMI equal s
| ower air quality.

And we have many parks in ny
nei ghbor hood where people are playing
basketball, pickle ball, they're
runni ng, jogging, walking their dogs,

and sonmething has to be done with
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respect to that, thinking about air
quality.

And lastly, if you are trying to
solve a congestion problem | don't
t hi nk we should be attacking cars. |
t hi nk we shoul d be enhancing public
transit and bi ke infrastructure. And |
chal |l enge anybody on this call to ride
a bike right at the base of the
59th Street Bridge. It's really,
really scary. If we make the
infrastructure safer and better, nmore
people will probably ride their bikes
and wal k around there. And fixing the
infrastructure of the city for transit
riders, and bikers, pedestrians, |
really believe it's the solution.

So to sumit up, and I'l|l save a
m nute of everyone's time, | don't
t hink we can inplement a plan that ains
to relieve congestion while creating a
handf ul of econom c, social and
envi ronment al hardships for our city's
resi dents.

Thank you.
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MR. WOINAR: Thank you.

The next speaker is Kurt B.,
foll owed by Anna Pakman.

The next speaker is Anna Pakman,
foll owed by the 190th person to sign
up, Bryan Freeman.

ANNA PAKMAN: Hi, everyone. Wy
name i s Anna Pakman. And |'m here in
my personal capacity as a person with
di sability who has lived in the
congestion zone for the past 24 years.

| do not have a car or drive, so
| don't have a |license plate. " m al so
not able to use nmost public
transportation because the systemis
| argely not wheel chair accessi ble and
Access-A-Ride is often unreliable, has
no CND service and uses routes that
adds hours to trips |eaving nme
exhausted to the point that it beconmes
difficult to do anything el se.

Instead, | rely on taxis, Ubers,
Lyfts, friends and famly to either get
around or to get things to ne.

Congestion tolling will have and
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adverse inmpact on nmy life and those of
t housands of nunbers of New Yorkers
with nobility disabilities because both
the direct and indirect cost of getting
anywhere will go up exponentially.
Ubers and Lyft are the nost reliable on
demand wheel chair accessible services
in the city, and they're already
expensi ve. An additional surcharge
woul d make them financially
unatt ai nabl e.

This holds true for travel and
personal cars too. So for exanmple, ny
brother lives in a town in New Jersey
t hat has no accessi ble transportation.
So he drives into the city to pick me
up. That's the only way | see ny
nephew. |*'m al so concerned about the
cost of deliveries going up driving.

As | rely on delivery services for a
| ot of essentials.

On top of that, there's an
i ndirect impact that will result for
nei ghbor hood busi nesses raising their

prices. All of this served only to
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further isolate people with
disabilities. Finding an affordable
apartment in the New York City area is
as common as finding a unicorn. So no,
| can't just move nor should I have to.

Because of the outsized negative
I mpact on the disabled community within
the zone, which is already subject to a
hi gher cost of living because of the
various disability expenses that
non-di sabl ed communities doesn't even
need to think about, | oppose the plan
as is. Despite best intentions, it
will only make life more difficult for
peopl e who cannot afford to shoul der
t his burden.

There are other ways to raise the
funds the MIA needs to raise other than
taxing the very comunity that the MIA
has continued to treat |i ke second
class citizens since the 1990 passage
of the Americans with Disabilities Act.
Maybe try taxing all the billionaires
that don't live here instead.

Thank have you and | yield the
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rest of my tine.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

The next speaker is Bryan
Freeman, followed by Robert Brisman.

The next speaker is Robert
Brisman, followed by Ariel Shafir.

ROBERT BRI SMAN: Good afternoon.
And on behalf of the Bus Association of
New Yor k, BANY, our menbership and our
mllions of passengers, we appreciate
t he opportunity to provide conments on
the Environnmental Assessment anal yzing
the i npacts of the tolling plan, quite
undertaken and it's been quite
| mpressive.

Our nmenbership strongly supports
t he CBDTP's goal and contributes daily
to the Central Business District's
primary goals of reducing traffic
congestion, mtigating carbon em ssions
and generating revenues for the
region's public transit system

| only have a short period of
time and a few words to express

strongly how inmportant it is for us to
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all consider that buses, |arge buses
are the nost efficient fornms of mass
transport for all passengers and

m nimze congesti on.

A single bus with 55 passengers
often replaces 55 autonobil es.
Therefore reduci ng congesti on,
mtigation. And ironically, the nore
successful that these buses are in
reduci ng congestion by taking cars off
the road, the higher the tolls they and
their passengers will be subject to pay
If included in the Central Business
District Tolling Plan.

A bus is environmentally clean
due to the new technol ogy and engi ne
em ssions. Upon this review, it would
be seen that bus travel through the
Central Business would be encouraged,
not di scouraged by tolling it.

BANY believes it's to be
mentioned that all transportation
sectors have been negatively inpacted
by the pandemc. And it is

particul arly disheartening that New
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York is even considering having its
private motor coach compani es further
subsi di ze the MITA. Through the three
pandem ¢ federal stimulus acts, the MIA
has received direct operating grants
totally 13.5 billion dollars, while New
York's nmotor coach compani es conti nue
contributing mllions of dollars
annually directly to the MIA's
operations and mai ntenance.

The EA, the Environnmental
Assessment projects created -- creating
a toll Central Business District wll
reduce vehicle congestion by as much as
20 percent, that's what they are
projecting. |If this is accurate,
shouldn't the EA tell us if these
drivers now go to public transit or
will they just not cone into the CBD,
further slowing the district's economc
recovery.

Finally, if the goal of the
Central Business District Tolling is to
reduce congestion, then the use of

privately owen nmotor coaches should be
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encour aged, not discouraged. One 55
passenger bus takes up to 55 cars off
the road, utilizes |less street space
t han 55 bi kes and emts | ess carbon
monoxi de than either commuter or

I nner-city rail.

Thank you again for the
opportunity to provide testinmny, and
we | ook forward to working together
t hrough this review process.

Thank you.

MR. WOINAR: The next speaker is
Ariel Shafir, followed by Steve Azor.

The next speaker is Steve Azor,
foll owed by Carl Mahaney.

The next speaker is Carl Mahaney,
to be foll owed by LD.

CARL MAHANEY: Hi, can y'all hear
me ?

MR. WOIJNAR: We can. Pl ease
proceed.

CARL MAHANEY: Wonder ful .

My name is Carl Mahaney. | live
in Manhattan and | fully support the

I mpl ement ati on of congestion pricing
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with very limted exenptions.

I'man architect. A livable
streets advocate, a husband, a father,
a nei ghbor, a coll eague and a proud New
Yor ker . | believe in this city's
ability to adapt, to evolve and to
| ead. Congestion pricing is the |aw.
It's happening. Decades too |ate and
not a moment too soon.

Your job nowis to inmplement this
program qui ckly, in the nost effective
and fair way possible. Effective in
rai sing desperately needed funds to
I mprove public transportation and in
reduci ng the harms brought by an
unchecked fl ood of vehicles on our
streets.

Fair, to the majority of New
Yorkers who rely on degraded and
under funded buses and subways to get
around, who suffer from noise and air
pol lution and the | oss of dignity and
freedom because of the ever-present
threat of traffic violence.

Freedom neans choice, not the
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choice to drag a nulti-ton piece of
heavy machi nery along with you to your

job in Manhattan, or to | eave a

pol luting metal box on the street while

you take in a Broadway show. Freedom
is the choice to breathe in clean air,
to have a quiet conversation with

nei ghbors on the street, to take a
swift and reliable bus to the doctor.
To ride your bicycle to m ddle school.
These freedons, these choices are
denied to far too many New Yorkers by
the status quo. Congestion pricing

di srupts that harnmful status quo.
Congestion pricing is | eadership.

This program wi ||l worKk. [t wil
be popular, and it will expand in the
years and decades to come. There will
be tweaks along the way and that's

good. That's progress. But let's
start with the nost robust scheme we
can i mplement. The one that does the
nmost good for the nost people.

We are so close. Let's stay

focused on the goal. Less congestion,
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better transit, nmore choices for nore
New Yorkers. We need congestion
pricing now with very Iimted
exenmptions.

Thank you.

MR. WOIJNAR: Thank you.

The next speaker is LD, followed
by Henry Ward.

The next speaker is Henry Ward,
foll owed by Veronica Mosey.

The next speaker is Veronica
Mosey, followed by Lee Arthurs.

The next speaker is Lee Arthurs,
foll owed by M c Nguyen.

The next speaker M c Nguyen,
foll owed by Maryl ou Avanzi no.

M C NGUYEN: Hi. Can everyone
hear me?

MR. WOJNAR: Yes, we can.

M C NGUYEN: Wy name is M chael
Nguyen, and | live in
Bedf or d- St uyvesant i n Brooklyn. ' m a
writer and conedi an. As a conedian, |

fear for the future generations of the

city should we pass congestion pricing.
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| fear that with congestion pricing in
pl ace, nmy children will be robbed of
t hat God-given birthright of every New
Yor ker, that of conplaining |oudly and
frequently about the MTA.

| for one |ove being able to
limt the conditions of our crunbling
Infrastructure. In fact, the vast
maj ority of my comedy routine is
dedicated to living in a city where
public translate fails. |If we support
congestion pricing and public transit,
what woul d | joke about now? The
airport? LaGuardia is pretty nice now.

The MTA needs to consider that
failing public transit in fact creates
j obs by giving conmedi ans further ground
for new material. Every time the Long
I sland Railroad train is cancel ed,
every time the F train refuses to show
up. Every time there's a track fire,
every time we decide not to invest in
sust ai nabl e transportation --
sust ai nabl e transportation future,

that's not just a mld inconveni ence or
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short-sided decision making, that's
comedy gol d.

| shutter to think of a future
where we can enjoy efficient, effective
and i nexpensive public transit. \What
will they conplain about? Surely, the
Mets will continue to disappoint, but
what else? | |look forward to a time in
the future when sea | evels have risen,
extreme weat her conditions are
commonpl ace and our city's
infrastructure has coll apsed. A tinme
per haps three, four, maybe even
five years away, when we can | ook back
on this day, at this meeting, when we
deci ded not to rob our children of that
bl eak future. A future that while
perhaps a living nightmare to the
l'iving, gives them something fun to
tal k about at cocktail parties. That's
of course assum ng that anybody can get
to cocktail parties because of the
af orementi oned col | apsed
i nfrastructure. Please think of the

chil dren
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Thank you. | yield the rest of
my time.

MR. WOIJNAR: The next speaker is
our 200th person to sign up, Marylou
Avanzino, to be followed by Keri
FI aherty.

MARYLOU AVANZI NO: Thank you for

the --
MR. WOIJNAR: Go ahead.
MARYLOU AVANZI NO: Thank you.
Thank you, Mc, for that humor. | t

makes this whole event that much nore
pal at abl e.

Good afternoon, DOT and MTA
staff. And hell o, support staff making
this meeting possible. | appreciate
the work you are doing to make the
Central Business District nmore |ivable.

| am a pedestrian and a bicycli st
in favor of congestion pricing because
nmovi ng around Manhattan can be a
dyst opi an experience because too many
vehicles are trying to use too little
street space. Doing nothing is not an

option, but after listening to scores
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1 of citizens' concerns, | do synpathize
2 with their fears. You, MIA staff and
3 DOT staff, have your work cut out for
4 you to appropriately soften the effect
5 of what congestion pricing will have.
6 But the fact is, if nothing is
7 done, the quality of life in Manhattan
8 will continue to deteriorate.
9 | want to highlight -- what |
10 want to highlight is enforcement. Or
11 nore accurately the |ack of
12 enf orcement . Currently, vehicles all
13 over the city doubl e-park, obstructing
14 flow of traffic with inmpunity.
15 Vehi cl es shanel essly bl ock bi ke | anes.
16 | rarely see traffic officers enforcing
17 par ki ng ordnances.
18 Today, | read that the MIA | oses
19 144 mllion to bridge toll evaders.
20 I*'m not sure of the accuracy of that
21 nunmber, but |I'msure it's a |ot of
22 money the MTIA | oses.
23 When there's a problem when
24 there's -- then there's the probl em of
25 drivers who purposely deface or obscure
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their car license plates or use false
pl acards. |f MIA continues to not
address these problems, how can MTIA be
expected to successfully inplement
congestion pricing?

It's important for MIA to get a
handl e on the rule evaders for the
public to have confidence in the
fairness of the system That's a | ot
of money for MIA if it actually
collected fees and tolls lost to |ack
of enforcenent, evasion of tolls and
pl acard falsifications. |If this nmoney
coul d be added to the projected
congestion toll fees to be collected,

t hen congestion pricing tolls wouldn't
have to be so high, perhaps.

Once again, I'min favor of
congestion pricing. | f we maintain the
status quo, we would be putting our
heads in the sand and traffic
conditions will worsen.

Thank you for taking nmy comment.
In consideration, | yield my tine.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.
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Our next speaker is Keri
FI aherty, followed by Juancarlos Marin.

Our next speaker is Juancarl os
Marin, followed by Emma Cintron.

Our next speaker is Emma Cintron,
foll owed by John Roznus.

Our next speaker is John Roznus,
foll owed by Deni se Heby.

JOHN ROZMUS: Good afternoon,
everybody. Can you hear me?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

JOHN ROZMUS: Thank you. I'm
sorry about the video. My camera isn't
wor ki ng today.

| am an outer borough resident in
Brookl yn, and | oppose this congestion
pricing. As | walk through Manhatt an,
all | see are Uber, Lyft vehicles, city
vehicles, MIA vehicles, and trucks. |
don't understand why everybody is being
puni shed by this congestion pricing
when Uber and Lyft are making up the
maj ority of the traffic.

The studies even showed from

2010, that Uber and Lyft and all these
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ride sharing conmpani es are causi ng nost
of the traffic in Manhattan. How come
they aren't part of the medallion
system where we can limt sone of these
cars in Manhattan, that would be a
better solution than puni shing
everybody.

| al so wonder where this
surcharge, when | use an Uber, for
exanple, like where is this comng from
to the MTA? How is the MIA using this
noney? The MTA al so got a federal
bai |l out recently. Where is this noney
going to? | just don't understand why
the MITA needs nmore and more noney when
services go back.

Furt hernore, congestion is caused
by the sheds, for exanple, the open
streets, the plazas. There's no room
for cars to drive anynore. And al
this stuff is making streets nore
dangerous. When | walk in the street,
| don't even have a car, but | don't
feel confortable with these new

projects that are happening everywhere
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in the city.

And that's it. That's all | have
to say.

Thank you very nuch.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker i s Denise Heby,
foll owed by Joan Ki mel .

Our next speaker is Joan Kinmmel,
foll owed by M chell e Kuppersmth.

Our next speaker is Mchelle
Kuppersm th, followed by Carolyn
Pr ot ass.

M chell e, you may begin your
remarks. M chelle, you are unmuted,
but we can't hear you. You may begin
your remarKks.

M CHELLE KUPPERSM TH: Can you
hear me now?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

M CHELLE KUPPERSM TH: Okay.
Great. Thanks.

Good afternoon. Thanks for your
time. My name is Mchelle Kuppersmth.
I|'ma resident of Manhattan Community

District 3 and a nenber of Conmmunity
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1 Board 3. | ' m not here speaking on

2 behal f of the comunity board, but |

3 want to speak to ny experience there,

4 whi ch has shown me that we need to

5 I mpl ement congestion pricing

6 I mmedi ately, with no exenptions, other
7 t han the ones already stipulated by the
8 | aw.

9 My nei ghborhood, the Lower East

10 Side, is plagued with congestion from
11 cars heading towards the WIlIlianmsburg
12 Bri dge. For years, we have asked the
13 Department of Transportation for

14 solutions to mtigate the safety, noise
15 and pollution issues we face, but we've
16 repeatedly been told by the agency that
17 the only answer is congestion pricing.
18 We have explored many options

19 t hat the nei ghborhood has suggest ed,

20 t hat DOT has suggested and none of them
21 will be sufficient to keep our people
22 safe. | no longer feel safe crossing
23 the street with my dog because people
24 will drive the wrong way, go around

25 other cars or blow red lights just in
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an attempt to save 30 seconds to get to
t he bridge.

As one of the city's ol dest
nei ghbor hoods, our grid is not designed
for this amount of car traffic and we
are desperately in need of congestion
pricing now.

| support no additional carve
outs because the point of congestion
pricing is to reduce the nunber of car
trips into the Central Business
District. Exenptions will continue to
I nduce demand, and there's a m ni mum
contribution from congestion pricing to
the MIA. So any additional carve outs
wi Il inequitably make the congestion
tolling nore expensive for those
subject to them

So pl ease, congestion pricing now
and no new carve outs. Also, it's
amazi ng that so many people who signed
up to speak here today have designated
themsel ves experts on econom c
devel opment, traffic engineering,

envi ronmental science, behavi oral
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science. And so | please ask you to

i gnore the msinformation, as | know
that you are the experts here, and do
what's right, which is to inmplement
congestion pricing as soon as possible
because we need it.

Thank you so much for your tine.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Carolyn
Protass, followed by LD.

Our next speaker is LD, foll owed
by John Marcus.

LD: Can you hear nme?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

LD: Having to clean up my bl ood
on the train was sonething we did not
have on our agenda, a direct quote from
ABC News article today. Ride share and
food delivery workers protested outside
the MTA during this hearing.

Of the 561 comments in a New York
Times article, the top one readers
picked is, Nice, strike while the iron
is cold as ice, abandoned storefronts,

peopl e noving out, businesses moving
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out and people working from home. You
coul d not have chosen a worse tine.

Your slide seven shows the
analysis is flawed. Your underli ned
data ended in 2019, which preceded the
unprecedent ed devastating pandem c,
which created a hybrid workforce
t hereby decreasi ng congestion.
Multiple slides show you are
redi stributing congestion, thus
redi stributing the adverse effects on
t he environment.

By no means are you inproving the
overall environment, you acknow edge
t here are adverse affects, and have no
proof that your mtigation will be
successful .

You di scussed tenporary
di sruptions. Tenporary is relative.
You do not address the inmpact of those
di sruptions. You have not addressed
the i npact on tourism entertainnment
culture. The overwhel m ng nunber of
peopl e who have spoken are agai nst

congestion pricing. These legally
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requi red meetings are addressing the
MTA peopl e who want the plan and need
the money and will not stop the
program which was approved in a New
Yor k budget.

The only way to inpact this price
grab is for people to contact Governor
Hochul , state senators and state
assembl ymen. The group of people who
will be inmpacted enormously, the
elderly, nostly do not use technol ogy
or own devices to enable access to
Zoom  The fact was highlighted during
COVID with the elderly's challenges to
regi ster for vaccines.

There is an inpacted conmmunity
m ssing fromthese meetings. Many
seniors are incapable of using mass
transit. E- ZPass requires account
hol ders to | eave a 25-dollar m ni mum
sitting in an E-ZPass. That is
ridicul ous for E-ZPass to keep $25 j ust
to have an account open if the account
I's not being used. Think of the

i nterest on the collective $25 t hat
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E- ZPass is taking, holding. What is
bei ng done with that nmoney? There
should not be a $25 mnimum to keep an
E- ZPass account open. For sonme, $25 is
a hardshi p.

Peopl e have testified your price
grab will push them out of their home.
If you nove forward with this plan, it
will represent tone deafness. You will
tear apart the fabric of New York. The
exorbitant fees you propose can make
the difference of people not being able
to afford food, medications or their
homes.

Your plan harnms the vul nerable.

Pl ease stop moving forward with the

I nhumane plan which will harm and
cripple every-day New Yorkers. It wll
have uni ntended consequences that have
not been adequately studi ed.

Why is the Chair and the CEO of
the MIA not present at these neetings?
Where is the $15 billion the MIA was
recently given? It is an insensitive

and i nhumane, selfish nmoney grab for
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the MIA and di sproportionately and
adversely affects and places an undue
burden on --

MS. FLAX: Pl ease concl ude your
remar ks.

LD: -- mnorities and
di sadvant aged peopl e.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Joshua
Marcus -- excuse ne. Jonat han Mar cus,
foll owed by Emlio Estela.

JONATHAN MARCUS: Hi . This is --
I *'m Jonat han. |'m a resident of the
CBD, and |I'm very excited for
congestion pricing.

Every time | go through the city
in a car, | just rem nd nyself, you are
not stuck in traffic. You are traffic.
The -- all this congestion, that's us,
that's all the people here trying to
get places. And | know that if | want
a better city, |I nmyself have to make
di fferent decisions.

So even though this -- even
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t hough this congestion tax will affect
me, |I'm not here asking for carve outs,
" m not here asking for exenptions.
|*"'m going to take this price increase

and I'm going to go take the subway,

which will run faster because of the

t ax. " m going to go take the bus,
which will move faster because there's
l ess traffic in its way. |'mgoing to

go bi ke and not have to swerve around
as many cars. Or |'m going to wal k and
i nhale a | ot | ess autonmobile funmes.
Every ot her nmode of
transportation gets better fromthis
tax. And so it will make it even
easier for me to make a better
deci sion, which hel ps everyone. And if
everyone thinks the same way | do, then
we'll have less traffic and the city
will be nore Iivable.
Now, a | ot of people have

mentioned the taxes, this is going to,

you know -- think of all the
hardwor king folk. |I'ma stay at home
dad. My wife is an architect. And she
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deals with electricians and carpenters
and plumbers every day. And you know
what, they all have baked into their
hourly rates, their -- their rates are
extremely high because they know how
much time they spend in traffic. |
they spent less time in traffic with
all their tools, with their | adders,
they could get to nore job sites a day
and make nore noney, which would nore
t han offset this -- this tax.

So that's the thing we all need
to remenmber. It's about time. We are
al ready paying for the congesti on.
It's just that we are paying it for --
we are paying for it with -- in this
noi se, the air quality and the time we
all spend to get anywhere. And if we
can make our city |less congested, then
we all get nmore time, and time is
money.

So it all comes back to what wl
we individually do. We are not stuck
in traffic. W are traffic.

Let's nake better decisions, all
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of us, no exenmptions. And let's make
the city better. [It's about time.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Emlio
Estela, followed by Christopher Ryan.

Our next speaker and 211th on the
list is Christopher Ryan, followed by
Julian Kline.

CHRI STOPHER RYAN: Hel | o.

MS. FLAX: You may begin your --

CHRI STOPHER RYAN: Hi. M name
I's Chris Ryan. |'ma cyclist in New
York City for alnost 30 years now, but
| am opposed to congestion pricing.

Why? Because | am also a vehicle
owner. Not because |I'm a masochi st or
anyt hi ng, but because | need to get
around the city as a filmtechnician to
vari ous places all around the five
boroughs, all around the surrounding
tristate area that are not served by
public transportation at tinmes that are
not conveni ent.

|"d have to be places at 6:00 in
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1 the morning, 1'd come off of jobs at

2 11: 00 p.m | have to carry tools, |

3 have all of these things. And nost

4 Il mportantly, | live in the congestion

5 zone. | live in Downtown Manhatt an.

6 There are still people who live here.

7 It is not just a tourist destination.

8 And the residents there are not just

9 ATMs to be used for unlimted noney.

10 And there's no proof that this wll

11 reduce congestion.

12 In London, they say it's reduced
13 to 20 percent. Let's say we get that
14 great result. That's still 80 percent.
15 Al l these deadly cars and denoni zation
16 of people who actually use vehicles,

17 bl ue-col |l ared workers. There's still
18 going to be 80 percent of us out there.
19 The city -- being served -- who
20 don't get served by public

21 transportation, seniors. | have a

22 famly of four. We take neighbors to
23 medi cal, | take my elderly neighbors to
24 visit gravesites on weekends. The car
25 I's used. It's been a bl essing. I
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survived twenty years without a car.

When | was a single, privileged
person |i ke these young peopl e who
think the whole Iife can be solved by
just biking around, |'m not sending ny
girls to school on streets that are
80 percent full with cars, that are
nmovi ng faster because of this alleged
congestion, lack of congestion. These
t hi ngs sl ow down for about two hours at
rush hour each day. It's not going to
reduce congestion. It's another tax,
anot her m smanagenment of noney.

| implore you to make conpl ete
exenptions for anyone bel ow 60th Street
I n Manhatt an. If we live here, we
cannot be charged for the right to nove
i n and out of our houses. Not a
di scount, not for discount for people
who make under $60, 000. Which a
fraction of a percentage. Two out
of -- make 60,000 a year and has a car.
And we are not privileged to be driving
our cars.

A car is a major pain in the
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butt, and | know the people who have
cars in our neighborhood and they're
not privileged people. They would have
a garage if so. There's a community of
peopl e who deal with the alternate side
parking and all that stuff and we know
each other. And we need cars. Sone
peopl e need cars. Your privileged
young lives are not everyone's reality.
| cannot afford this tax. No tax for
anyone under 60th Street.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Julian Kline,
foll owed by Teddy Edris.

JULI AN KLI NE: Good afternoon.
And thank you for your time. M name
is Julian Kline, I"mthe head of policy
at Tech NYC.

Tech NYC is a non-profit
member - based organi zati on representing
over 800 technol ogy conmpanies in New
York. We work with government and
community partners to make New York the

best place in the country to build and
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grow a technol ogy conpany.

Tech NYC supports congestion
pricing. W recognize the inpact it
wi Il have on reducing congestion in
Manhattan and generating funding for
t he MTA. It will inmprove quality of
life and make the city nmore attractive
to workers, especially in the
i ndustries such as tech.

In choosing the best CBD tolling
nmodel, it is inportant to eval uate not
just the revenue, but the inpact the
tolls will have on drivers, commuters
and visitors.

The MTA should consider the
consequences of excessively tolling
for-hire vehicles such as Lyft, Uber
and Revel. Unreasonably high tolls
will lead to higher fees for
passengers, reduced inconme for drivers
and a poor quality of life for New
Yor kers.

Currently, each FHV ride
contributes a .3775 percent tax and a

$2.75 to the MIA for rides originating
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passing through or ending in Manhattan
south of 96th Street. We recommend
that the MTA continue the existing

$2. 75 congestion surcharge for FHVs,
and that the MIRB and MTA choose a toll
structure that exenpts taxis and FHVs
from any new CBD entrance tolls.

G ven that the congestion
surcharge was intended to pay for
subway repairs, we reconmmend that the
surcharges revenue be incorporated into
t he new congestion pricing programto
I ncrease fundi ng capacity.

Because the proposed CBD tolls
are higher than the current congestion
surcharge, it is understandable that in
lieu of a new FHV toll to enter the
CBD, that the existing surcharge anount
may have to be increased as well. The
MITA nust also assign a policy for tolls
applied on share or pool rides.

If CBD entrance tolls for FHVs
are not exenmpted, we recommend that the
tolls be I owest amount possible, while

bal anci ng reasonable tolls rates placed
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on passenger vehicl es.

Regardi ng new enpl oyment options
for FHV drivers inpacted by congestion
pricing, we also support for the
col | aboration of the -- expands FHV
driver's ability to accept
Access- A-Ri de customers. As the number
of wheel chair accessible for-hire
vehicles on the road has increased in
recent years, ride share platforns
offer a terrific opportunity to
noderni ze accessi ble transportation in
New York City.

Lastly, we are also concerned
with the inmpact congestion pricing wil
have on truck traffic outside of
Manhattan. We encourage the MIA to
coordinate with the state and city on
t he plans for encouraging electric
vehicle truck usage and increasing
the --

MS. FLAX: Pl ease concl ude your
remarks.

JULI AN KLINE: -- for EVs in the

Bronx and throughout New York City in
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order to reduce any increase in
em ssions - -

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Teddy Edris,
foll owed by Richard Robi ns.

Our next speaker is Richard
Robi ns, foll owed by Kevin Garcia.

Our next speaker is Kevin Garcia,
foll owed by Adi na Shul nson.

KEVI N GARCI A: Hi . Good
afternoon, everyone, and thank you
again for your time today and your
endur ance.

My name is Kevin Garcia, and |I'm
the transportation planner with the New
York City Environmental Justice
Al l'i ance. Founded in 1991, NYCEJA is a
non-profit city-wi de nmembershi p network
|l i nki ng organi zations from | ow-income
communities of color in the struggle
for environmental justice.

NYCEJA and ot her environment al
justice advocates have supported the
concept of congestion pricing for over

15 years. However, to be a truly
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environmental just plan, congestion
pricing cannot |lead to any increases in
traffic or emssions in EJ communities,
particularly the Bronx.

From t he Environment al
Assessnment, it is projected that truck
traffic and em ssions will increase in
some roadways in the Bronx. The CLCPA
called for the identification of
di sadvant aged conmmunities to properly
steer 35 to 40 percent of the states
and federal -- clean energy funds to
the most climte vul nerable
communities.

Under the draft climate criteria
rel eased by the Climate Justice WrKking
Group, nearly the entire Bronx
gqualifies as a disadvantaged community.
Al so, under the CLCPA, DEC has enbarked
on an unprecedented hyper |ocal air
noni toring program for ten counties
across the state, including the Bronx,
with the intent of identifying
m tigation opportunities. In fact, in

her state of the state book, Governor
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Hochul herself announced intention to
transform Hunt's Point into a clean
di stribution hub.

The MTA's intent to address
i ncrease traffic and em ssions in the
Bronx is woefully inadequate. The MIA
and the Hochul adm nistration have
obligati ons and anmpl e opportunities to
not just shoot for a net zero approach
to increasing traffic and em ssions in
the Bronx, but rather to commt to a
net positive approach, where the action
| eads to | ower |evels of em ssions than
woul d have otherw se occurred under the
MTA's proposal.

Here are some comunity supported
policies that can reduce em ssions over
and above expected traffic em ssion
I ncreases, and a nore conprehensive
list will be submtted with our ful
testi nony next week.

First, electrifying the Hunt's
Poi nt market, including elimnating the
use of all stationary Diesel units for

auxiliary storage at the Hunt's Point
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food market, and installing curbside
charging stations in grid connections.
Second, creating green | oading zones in
cool corridors. Third, replacing NYPA
peaker power plants in South Bronx with
cl ean, renewabl e energy, plus battery
storage. Fourth, salvage marine
freight termnal in Hunts Point to

di splace trucks. Fifth, capping the
Cross Bronx Expressway.

We need em ssion mtigation
policies for the Bronx that are
transparent, accountable and
measur abl e. For congestion pricing to
aut hentically deliver on its prom se
for environmental justice, it nust
deliver on overall traffic and em ssion
reductions in the Bronx and other EJ
communities. And not indulge in
em ssion accounting slight of hand.

Thank you again for your time.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Adina
Schul i mson, foll owed by M chael Berman.

Our next speaker is M chael
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Ber man, foll owed by Dom nick Sanni no.

M CHAEL BERMAN: Good afternoon.

My name is M ke Berman. l"mthe
Day & Nite fam |y of conpanies' chi ef
operating officer.

G ven the ubiquitous presence of
the black and white Day & Nite
refrigeration, black and white Day &
Nite HVAC, white and bl ack all service
kitchen equi pment technician vans in
New York Central Business District, one
could say we are part of the problem
bei ng di scussed today.

The research, analysis and
presentation opening today's session is
all very inpressive. But echoi ng
several other speakers, mpst notably
Representative Weprin, the inpressive
Is insufficient.

My purpose attendi ng today's
hearings is to speak on behalf of the
core industry the Day & Nite famly of
conpani es serves. The very sector that
separates New York City from all other

cities in the world. Hospitality. So
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many of those in support of congestion
pricing spoke about the quality of life
i n New York. And so certainly, the
restaurants, hotels, bars, venues
define that quality.

We have all been, every person,
every sector of the econony, every
I nstitution, savaged by COVID-19, right
up to the present day of inflation and
scarcity and everything. But none have
been nore devastated than the
restaurants, hotels, venues.

There's a very long, conmplicated
road ahead for hospitality and survival
I's not certain. To inpose these fees
at this time in this fashion would be
crippling, if not lethal to our great
hospitality industry. Now | open by
saying that the volume of our conmpany
technician vans is part of the problem

| am participating to be a big
part of the sol ution. Rat her than
| mposi ng these fees that will be passed
through to the customers that are

al ready burdened by everything by fuel

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 31, 2022
344

surcharges to other financial matters
t hey cannot handle, let us join with
you to come up with the proper

sol utions.

The Day & Nite fam |y of
conpani es, among ot her things, host an
annual hospitality and food waste
summt. Along with our custoners, we
all want to reduce carbon em ssions,

I ncrease productivity, generate greater
efficiency in a safer environment.

I ncl ude us and we will deliver
constructive conmprehensive solutions.
And we will energetically get behind
the right program

We all want the sanme thing.

Let's do it together. You have ny
contact information. Please take nme up
on this.

And | astly, when | do comute in
and out of the city, you will find me
on Metro-North and the subway.

| yield the remaining 15 seconds,
t hanki ng you so nmuch. Please take me

up on it. We want to participate. W
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can solve it better with you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Dom nic
Sanni no, followed by Martin Landsman.

Our next speaker and 220th on the
list is Martin Landsman, followed by
Jacob Yahi ayan.

Martin Landsman? You are unnuted
and may begin your remarks.

MARTI N LANDSMAN: My busi ness has
been at the same |ocation in SoHo since
1954. New Yorkers must understand that
t he congestion pricing proposal
presents a major tax increase that wil
have a direct dramatic effect on New
York business and residenti al
communities. If you think I don't have
a car so who cares about this plan or
anot her driver into that area anyway,

t hi nk again. The inpact of this plan
Is massive and will affect an untold
nunber of people in unforeseen ways.

This plan, the first in the
United States, currently targets what

has been one of the npst vital and
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econom cal ly productive areas in the
world. But let's not forget the
busi nesses have a choice on where to
| ocate. Fromthe strictly commerci al
poi nt of view, why would anyone
consi der starting a new enterprise in
an area with an extra financi al
l'iability, unlike any other locality in
the United States.

Many municipalities give tax
i ncentives to businesses to open. But
this plan does the opposite. Look at
the increasing number of vacant stores
in New York City, and think carefully
of this plan and the additional
cl osures.

Busi nesses woul d be subjected to
declining sales as customers deci de
whet her obtai ning merchandi se directly

froma |location within the zone is

worth the extra toll. Once this trend
starts, it will be inpossible to
reverse.

Every product and service com ng

Into the congestion area will see an
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1 I ncrease in cost that will be passed

2 onto residents -- businesses. From

3 pot at oes and |l umbar, to the plunber and
4 el ectrician, everything will cost nore
5 as stores and service personnel wil

6 pass on the cost to the end user.

7 The proposal for vehicul ar

8 traffic will be burdensome at best.

9 The toll for trucks and conmerci al

10 vehicles will simply be onerous. The
11 cost of each product we sell will have
12 to increase to offset the extra inbound
13 freight charges. This type of pricing
14 makes us | ess conpetitive in the

15 mar ket pl ace. I f our sales are affected
16 In a negative way, the tax revenue that
17 we send to the city will also be

18 af fect ed.

19 Busi nesses generate sal es tax

20 paid to the city to support services

21 and quality of life issues. Please do
22 not make this harder to operate in New
23 York City. There's no question in ny
24 m nd that ny well established business
25 will be harmed by this massive
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over burdened, overregul ated proposal.
The affects will be i mmedi ate and
devastating for the business comunity
and the city's overall econony.

This plan will kill the goose
that lay the golden egg. This --
this -- | foresee a bureaucratic
ni ght mare that is being proposed.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Jacob
Yahi ayan, followed by Al exander Ross.

JACOB YAHI AYAN: Good afternoon,
everyone. |'m Jacob Yahiayan. |'mthe
CEO of Verbo Logistics Advisory
Services. |'ma proud Brooklynite. MW
Yahi ayan fam |y have been proud New
Yorkers for over 100 years. And | can
tell you as a business owner who has
100 peopl e working across the city, |
oppose the so-called congestion tax.
have |ived in London and Singapore and
not the statistics that have been
provi ded today are entirely accurate.

First off, | want to bring
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everyone's attention to that. Over the
| ast year, single famly residents'
smal | m xed-use property owners
property taxes have increased
100 percent. We are already paying
various types of surcharges taxes in
numer ous usage of assets. And those of
us individuals who essentially do have
to make a trip to Manhattan are already
payi ng upwards of 20 to 30 percent
t axes al ready, including company rental
cars, which conme to al nost the usua
| evel of 25 to 30 percent.

If we are really here to address
t he congestion and air quality
scenario, the urban planning over the
| ast 20 years have been an abysmal
failure. Particularly around the Cross
Bronx, and particularly around Brooklyn
Gowanus and so on and so forth.

The density has become al nost
unf orgivable levels. And that's really
the true cause behind a |lot of the air
guality scenarios of the poor density

and poor urban planning. New York
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City's small businesses are shutting
down. Small business operators are
movi ng out. M ddl e-i ncome famlies are
nmoving out. [It's statistics that you
have all been using are pre-COVID
pandem c levels. And | fear that we
are going into a macro |level of timng
this additional regressive tax in the
wor st possible time at all.

| would submt to the MIA and the
DOT for every 100 mllion dollars in
operating efficiency you save, then
come back to the business comunity,
and ask for that additional match
funding to inprove this type of
congestion scenario. Not just to
blindly ask every small business owner,
every New York City individual who has
to make that essential trip to
Manhattan pay the tax.

Thanks very nmuch. Enjoy the
Labor Day weekend.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Al exander

Ross, followed by Marek Kruszel nicki.
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Our next speaker is Marek
Kruszel nicki, followed by Frances
Duf fy.

Our next speaker is Frances
Duffy, followed by Kathryn Freed.

FRANCES DUFFY: Hel | o. My name
I's Fran Duffy. | am a musician, |'m a
member of Local 802, the American
Federati on of Musicians Union, and |
pl ay Broadway shows and Carnegie Hall,
Radio City, City Center, the Di Menna
Center, Carolls Music, Lincoln Center
and various other venues throughout
Manhattan and the tristate area.

| ama harpist. And if you can
see in the background, those are ny
I nstrunments. Those are not instruments
t hat can be taken on the subway or any
ot her form of public transportation. A
| ot of nusicians have | arge
instruments, |arge musical equi pment

t hat cannot be taken on public

transportation. | wish | didn't have
to have a car, but | do have to have a
car. And the only way for nme to get ny
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Instrument into the city is to drive it
in.

When | don't need to drive an
Instrument in before the pandemc, |
absolutely used to try and take the
train and public transportation. It is
unfortunately not reliable enough.

It's not acceptable for me to be |ate

for a Broadway show. They don't hold

the curtain for the harpist. So I take
It upon myself to drive in. |I'm
usually driving in off hours. If | get

out of a Broadway show and | m ss the
train that | was hoping to get to, it's
a 40, 45-mnute wait for the next one
Iin a very unsafe Penn Station or a very
unsafe Port Authority bus term nal.
This is not a choice that | want
to make. This is a choice | have to
make for my own safety. Right now, the
city is dangerous. The subways are
danger ous. Everything is a nightmare
in the city and unless it gets cleaned
up, congestion pricing is not going to

make a difference. The only thing
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congestion pricing is going to do is,
it's going to price people |like ne,

m ddl e income, m ddle class people just
trying to scrape a living together,
it's going to price us out of being
able to make a living.

The Broadway i ndustry al one
contributes over $14 billion to the
economy of New York City. s this
really how you want to get people and
tourists and back into the city, making
it more difficult for themto afford to
come in and -- and why, to use us, on
t he backs of us workers, to improve the

MITA and t he subway? Make it safe and

people will come. Inprove it. People
will come and they will naturally not
drive.

So the other issue is, where does
all this noney go with the MIA? \When
is it ever going to stop? It seems to
be a black hole. All this nmoney goes
In and we never see the benefits of it.
I''ma New Yorker, too. | live in New

Jersey. | used to live in Manhattan
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but | can't afford it anymore. |
couldn't afford it with my car because
| have to nove a harp. A |ot of
musi ci ans and m ddl e cl ass people are
going to be priced out of being able to
stay in this area.

Thanks for your time.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Kathryn
Freed, followed by Erhan Tuncel.

Kat hryn Freed?

Our next speaker is Erhan Tuncel.

Er han, you may unnute yourself
and begin your remarks.

ERHAN TUNCEL: Hello. Can you
hear me?

MS. FLAX: Yes.

ERHAN TUNCEL: Thank you.

My name is Erhan Tuncel. | am a
Manhattan resident. First of all,
want to thank the panel for accepting
such a daunting task of applying
fairness when -- with the congestion
charging. Again, nmy nanme is Erhan

Tuncel . "' m not only testifying as a
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New York City resident, Manhattan
resident, I'"malso testifying on behalf
of New York City yellow medallion taxi
owners.

' m an owner/driver of a New York
City yellow medallion. And | just want
to clear out a fact and urge -- urge
t he panel not to conpare apples and
oranges and put themin the sane
basket .

| -- 1'"d like to rem nd everyone
that there were 11 -- a little over
11,000 nmedallion taxis serving the
riding public in New York City for
65 years until Mayor Guiliani decided
to auction off nore medallions. And --
and that was foll owed by Mayor
Bl oonberg and Mayor de Blasio. And
each time New York City wanted to
auction off a medallion, they had to
get perm ssion from New York State, and
a maj or EPA study was done by New York
State, deem ng every single medallion
that's auctioned off or on the street

serving the riding public as a
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non-air-polluting, non-noise polluting,
and not contributing to traffic in New
York City streets, including the CBD,
AKA congestion zone.

You have to remenber that. That
every yellow taxi medallion have been
deemed non-congestion vehicle. They --
the -- we are essential part of New
York City Transit system We nobve
hundreds of thousands of people every
single year. And there's also another
fact that only half of us are on the
road.

Currently, about 13,500
medal | i ons exi st, but only about 7,000
serve New Yorkers. | think everybody
knows why and what happened. |[|'m not
going to go there. But where |I'm going
to go is -- we have Uber, Lyft, Via and
Revel and all private conmpanies with
unlim ted supply of capital dollars.
They were allowed by the same
regul ators which regul ate yell ow taxis
to add a force of one hundred thousand

pl us vehicles onto New York City
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streets, nostly cruising CBD, without
much of an oversight, as far as

envi ronment al i nmpact of such a huge
number of vehicles.

Since then, there were many
studi es done showi ng ride share
conpanies as they'd like to call
t hemsel ves - -

MS. FLAX: Please conclude your
remar ks.

ERHAN TUNCEL: As main culprits
of the way traffic congestion problem
I n CBD.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Richard
Robi ns, foll owed by Kathryn Freed.

Rl CHARD ROBI NS: Hi . Thank you
very much. Thank you for holding this
heari ng. My name is Richard Robins.
live in the Upper West Side. | own a
car, a bike, a MetroCard and many pairs
of wal ki ng shoes.

|'ve been on the other side of
many public hearings, and | know how

hard it is to listen to so many people.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent
Publ i c Hearing
August 31, 2022
358

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

| applaud you for doing so.

I*'m going to make just three
qui ck points. Nunmber one, the only way
that New York City functions is if nost
peopl e take public transportation. |If
all estimated one mllion people
traveling into the Central Business
District every day took cars, whether
private or taxis, there would be
conpl ete gridl ock. Peopl e who drive or
take taxis are conmpletely dependent on
mllions of other people taking public
transportation.

Nunmber two, congestion pricing
benefits the mllion people who take
public transportation, but inpacts many
f ewer people who drive. However, the
peopl e who drive are nore vocal because
they are finally being asked to help
pay the cost of all those people who
t ake public transportation, which
again, as per nmy first point, prevents
compl ete gridl ock.

I n deci ding whether to nmove

forward, please realize that speakers
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today are part of a vocal mnority,
while mllions of people will benefit
fromthis proposal.

Nunmber three, a report two days
ago from Germany found that a ticket
that |l et people use public
transportation across Germany for only
ni ne Euros, |less than $9 a nonth,
prevented some 1.8 mllion tons of
carbon monoxi de em ssions over the
three nmonths that it was avail abl e.
About ten percent of a billion trips,
100 mllion trips would otherw se have
been made using cars. Wth our climate
crisis, we need to make it nore
attractive for people to take public
transportation rather than private cars
or taxis.

For the benefit of the mllions
of New Yorkers who would benefit from
this, please move forward with this
pl an. And please do not give in to the
special interest that are trying to
weaken this vital step.

Thank you very nuch.
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MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Kathryn
Freed, followed by Amedeo Pelin.

Kat hryn, you are unnmuted and may
begi n your remarks.

Kat hryn, you may unnute yourself
and begin your remarks.

KATHRYN FREED: Hi, I don't know
i f you can see ne.

MS. FLAX: We can hear you. We
cannot see you.

KATHRYN FREED: Okay. I hit the
video, but it doesn't seemto work. Oh
hi. There | am

Al right. Yeah, hi. | ve been
a resident of Lower Manhattan for over
50 years. |I'ma former Council menber
and a former New York State Supreme
Court judge. "1l try to keep this
qui ck because | know people have gone
on for a | ot of these.

| support the idea of congestion
pricing. | just have serious questions
about this. One of things I think we

should be trying to do is that first,
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l"d like to know where the noney went
that's already been paid into the MIA
and where this money will go and if we
can have sone kind of auditing to make
sure that we can track where it goes.

| woul d suggest that we use
congestion pricing also to change sonme
habits. For instance, trying to get --
encourage vehicles to cone in at
of f - peak hours. I will also suggest
that we start not charging for
el ectrical. Especially electric
for-hire vehicles to encourage themto
become completely electrical. \Which
woul d certainly reduce a | ot of the
pol | uti on. | think everyone will agree
that they cause a | ot of the pollution.

l'd also like to see an econom c
I mpact study because a | ot of things
have changed since when you did the
original surveys through this because
It was pre-COVID.

Il live in a transit desert, which
Is also an Environnental Justice

community on the Lower East Side. Your
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own figures show that between the
Brookl yn Bridge and the 10th Street
wi ||l be adversely inpacted by
pollution. This is -- this is an area
t hat has 110,000 units of NYCHA

housi ng. It's overwhel m ngly peopl e of
col or and | ower income. And so not
only will we have to pay for higher
servi ces and products, but we will also
not even get the benefits of | ower
congestion and |less pollution. So you
really got to | ook at that.

Your own figure show that you may
actually exceed the SEQRA threshold for
t he anpunt of pollution that it's
causing, and |I don't think changing a
few traffic lights around is going to
make the difference. | f you | ook at
ways that you can mtigate that, maybe
you should | ook at covering the FDR
Drive and stopping that pollution.
Because recently, we also got our park
destroyed.

| would al so suggest we need

better bus transportation because bus
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transportation sucks and obviously we
are nowhere near a -- we are nowhere
near a subway station because we are a
transit desert. And you should | ook
into maybe putting in elevators or
escal ators in the closer stops at
specifically Essex Street and Del ancey
Street.

And finally, we don't live in the
Central Business District. W are a
comunity, and it's unfair to price us
in a way as though we are in the
Central Business Districts when we get
all the negatives and none of the
positives. How about a carveout?

MS. FLAX: Pl ease concl ude your
remarks.

KATHRYN FREED: All right. Thank
you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Amedeo Pelin,
foll owed by Zaire Baptiste.

Our next speaker is Zaire
Bapti ste, followed by Wain Chin.

ZAl RE BAPTI STE: Yes. So -- yes.
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Thank you for having this. And first,
| want to say it's a bit disappointing
t hat someone woul d gaslight others as
unfit or not being know edgeable to
speak here and ask you to ignore them
So | would like you to ignore that.

The MTA is not | osing noney
because of cars. It's |osing nmoney
because of years of docunented
m smanagement of funds, and poor
overall management of their system
It's not driver's faults. Miltiple
streets throughout the city have been
turned into public streets, which is
okay. Bike |anes such as Ei ghth Avenue
which is a major corridor, which had
Its usabl e | anes reduced, increasing
traffic around MSG, construction and
devel opment go undeterred, dining
sheds, Citi Bike docs and the |ist goes
on.

None of this has been addressed.
And that's a problem that was created.
And then congestion pricing is being

justified as a solve for that.
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Congestion pricing is based on what is
taking place in other regions. And
drivers are being forced to pay for a
service that for the nmost part, we do
not use. And adding a toll will not
make me take the train or the bus.

The MTA board has said that they
are basing their findings off of what
had happened in other regions. If we
as a city recognize that this is the
nost uni que and diverse city in the
worl d, how can we honestly think that
the results will be the same? London's
congestion pricing is always used,

M|l an, as an exanple of successful
congestion pricing, but | recommend
everyone on here to look it up. It has
actually failed to deliver on its
reducti on of congestion or pollution.
And reports fromtheir officials have
said that that congestion is actually
wor se now t han before.

So here we are today to talk
about whet her congestion pricing is

right for the city and will it
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I nadvertently affect the residents.
Everyt hing that the MIA has published
states that there is no adverse effect
on most things. And this -- this study
just really started, so howis it
possible in the short time that we have
truly reliable data. It is stated that
these things won't be affected.

Parking is already a problem So |I'm
sure people going outside the CBD wil
cause a bigger parking problem Quter
bor ough congestion, increased
environmental inmpact. The affect on

| ow-i ncome and economcally chall enged
famlies and individuals. And a host
of other topics that have been reported
as being unaffected.

How can this be true? This is
actually a false statement. And we
should take issue with the m sl eading
of the public through hypotheses and
guessing. Again, this feels like the
books are being cooked to justify the
need for congestion pricing. |t was

stated on many occasions that drivers
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abuse the streets, but pay nothing for
it. We have $600 mllion in tickets,
300 mllion dollars in neters, notor
fuel tax, registration tax,

i nspections. Truly, the rhetoric
shoul d stop about drivers not
contributing.

And if this is truly about
congestion as well, why are there tolls
on the road after hours when the city
I's not congested? | think that we
really need to | ook at true solutions
for this and not just throw ng nmoney at
the MTA or taxing the New York City
resi dents.

MS. FLAX: Pl ease concl ude your
remarks.

ZAl RE BAPTI STE: Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is our 230th
speaker on the list, Wain Chin,
foll owed by Jennifer MC

WAIN CHIN: Hi. M name is Wain
Chin. | am a yellow cabdriver

Owner/dri ver. Al so a nenber of --

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnent al

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 31, 2022

Assessnent

368

(i naudi ble). Protesting -- paying MIA
for -- 50 cents since 2008 for each
ride to Manhatt an. And in 2019, they
added a congestion surcharge $2.50. So
we' ve been paying 3-dollar each ride to
the MTA in Manhattan, and you add

anot her tax on the -- at that fee, you
are going to give us -- to our industry
and also the riding public. W cannot
afford that. You know, we are going to
be out of business. Because we, the
driver are struggling with the nmortgage
crisis as you know. And also
conmpetition with the app driver. So we
cannot afford another fee, a third fee
fromthe MIA.

And al so, you know, we had 6,000
cab in storage not even working on the
street. You know, we, the yellow taxi
essentially, we nove the city, even
rai ning, shining, or even the subway
not running, we are running 24/7.

Okay, we need -- the city need our
service. Especially the elderly people

and people with accessibility issue.
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They cannot take a train. They need a
door-to-door service. They need a
service from us. So to our industry,
the driver inconme and then the rider
have to pay for it.

And al so, you know, we are the
ambassador of New York City. \Where the
tourist come to the country, from
ai rpl ane, LaGuardia, we are the first
to greet them So we don't -- we
cannot afford to have another fee, a
third fee fromthe MIA. W are already
payi ng our share. Three-dollar ride
into the Manhattan. So | suggest we
exenpt for us, the yellow cab fromthe
anot her fee. Because it will be
devastating to our income and the
riding public. Especially the elderly
peopl e and people that have disability
| ssue.

Thank you for listening to ny

concern. And also, please -- fee, we
pay --

So we -- you know, as -- as a
driver, owner/driver, you know, | have
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a 15 to 25 trips a day in Manhattan.

So collecting $45 each day from the
driver, so every year, the --
contribute -- 10,000 to MTA already.
Anot her fee, it is going to be very
devastating for us. Pl ease consi der so
we pay our share already.

Thank you for listening to us.
Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Jennifer MC
foll owed by Judy Pesin.

Our next speaker is Judy Pesin,
foll owed by Ashraf Ahmed.

Our next speaker is Ashraf Ahmed,
foll owed by Eugene Berardi Junior.

Our next speaker is Eugene
Berardi Junior, followed by our 235th
speaker, Matt Bewl ey.

EUGENE BERARDI JR.: Can you hear
me and see me?

MS. FLAX: We can hear you and
see you.

EUGENE BERARDI JR.: Okay. Her e

we go.
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Hello. |'m Eugene Berardi.
Presi dent and CEO of Adirondack
Trail ways. Thank you for this
opportunity.

Adi rondack Trailways is a fourth
gener ati on New York State based
busi ness that provides inner-city,
rural commuter service connecting over
100 communities within the State of New
York to New York City. And we do nore
of that service than anybody else in
the state. Our customers from all
wal ks of life, including those who rely
on affordable public transportation,
such as students, the elderly, the
mlitary, individuals with special
needs and others with limted nmeans.
We are part of the statewide Stella
program provide 5307 service, we
provide 5311 service throughout the
state.

Adi rondack Trail ways supports
congestion pricing, it will reduce
carbon em ssions by having fewer cars

on the road and nore people utilizing

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 31, 2022
372

public and private transit options.

But what that does not adversely affect
t he people in the region and actually
meets its goal moving nmore drivers to
transit.

The assessnent contains options
to charge buses the sane rate as | arge
trucks. Every tolling authority in the
regi on recogni zi ng environmental cost
benefits of buses charge them much
| ower tolls than the |arge trucks.

Port m nim zes local comunity and
environmental and traffic inmpacts with
street operations and provides bus
passengers with direct internodal
connections to and from ot her inner
city buses, commuter buses and 11
subway |1 nes. It is clear that any
tolling of inner city buses operating
out of the Port Authority term nal,
will reduce both motor coach and MTA
ridershinp.

We know t he inmpact of the
pandem c, so it's particularly

di sheartening that New York is even
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considering having its private notor
coach conpanies further subsidize the
MTA. Trailways and New York's other
mot or coach conpani es are al ready
annual ly contributing mllions of
dollars directly to the MIA's
operations and mai nt enance. Roughly 30
cents of every dollars in state taxes
paid on gasoline sold anywhere in the
state flows to the MIA, generating a
total of 628 mllion for the MIA in '19
alone, plus 2 billion in tolls for
drivers crossing bridges and tunnels.
Anot her 308 mllion fromdrivers
t hrough MTA, A trust revenues. Put
this in perspective, in '19, Adirondack
paid over 676,000 in bridge, tunnels
and highway tolls, 139,000 in state
fuel taxes, 949 in Port fees and then
state bus registration fees.

According to the Citizen Budget
Comm ttee, the MIA has only comm tted
68 billion of the 121 billion planned
for 2010 to 24, waiving 53 uncommtted.

Finally, if the goal is to reduce
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congestion, then the use of privately
owned mot or coaches shoul d be
encour aged not di scouraged. \When 55
passengers bus takes 55 cars off the
road.

Thank you for this opportunity to
submt written comments.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Matt Bewl ey,
foll owed by Joan Marti nez.

Our next speaker is Joan
Martinez, followed by Aura E.

Our next speaker is Aura E.
foll owed by Lisa Daglian.

Our next speaker is Lisa Daglian,
foll owed by Jessica Spezio.

Li sa, you may unnmute yourself and
begi n your remarks.

LI SA DAGLI AN: Greeti ngs. ' m
Li sa Daglian, the executive director of
the Permanent Citizens Advisory
Commttee to the MIA, or PCAC.

Created by the New York State
| egi sl ature, PCAC is housed within the

MTA and is the official voice of riders
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of New York City subways and buses, the

Staten Island Rail, Long Island
Rai | road and Metro- North. In that role
and on their behalf, |I'"mhere to speak

in strong support of congestion
pricing, or nore appropriately,
decongestion pricing.

The Environmental Assessnment
shows that congestion pricing will
reduce traffic, inprove air quality and
raise vital funds for critical transit
projects. Therefore, congestion
pricing meets the goals of the
Environmental Assessment and shoul d
receive a funding of no significant
I mpact or FONSI .

That's what these hearings are
supposed to be about. Yet | have
| i stened hundreds of people for
countl ess of hours, as have you, and
heard so many asking to be exempt from
the tolls or have the | owest tolls
possible. The irony is |lost on them
that the nmore exenptions, the higher

the tolls. And the fact the congestion
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pricing has been | aw since 2019.
| heard one speaker change his

m nd about supporting congestion

pricing after listening to others’
testinmony. It's inportant to remember
the mllions of working class transit

ri ders who depend on congestion pricing
happening swiftly, but who cannot
afford to spend hours at these
hearings. And that the | oudest voices
are often those resistant to positive
change.

And that's unfortunate because we
should all support this programthat
will improve our quality of life. Help
protect us fromthe ravages of climte
change, allow emergency vehicles to
make better time saving lives, speed up
buses and raise billions for Transit
for infrastructure inmprovement, |ike
accessibility projects, come on
Mets-W Il ets Point, new signals,
station upgrades including places |ike
Vall ey Stream new train cars and

el ectric buses. And inmproving equity
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by bring services to areas without it
via new train lines |ike the
I nt er borough Express.

These i mportant projects will
benefit mllions of riders, and support
our region's econony, including
creating much needed construction jobs
for decades to cone.

More than 90 percent for people
who travel into the CBD take transit,

I ncl udi ng people com ng from New
Jersey. You'd never know to hear the
testinony of the past few days.

lived for decades in Hell's Kitchen and
saw standstill traffic tie-ups every
day, and spent hours cleaning filthy
soot fromcars and trucks from ny

wi ndow sills. That went right into our
| ungs.

Now | |ive above the M dtown
Tunnel and watch a growi ng nunber of
cars trying to craminto the tunnel at
all hours of the day and night to get
into Manhattan. | wonder how they can

all fit. And that's the truth. They
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1 can't. Manhattan's streets are
2 maki ng -- are overburdened with traffic
3 and they are not safe for pedestrians.
4 We need congestion pricing to
5 reduce traffic, inprove air quality and
6 rai se these needed funds for Transit.
7 That's what it will do. That's why --
8 MS. FLAX: Pl ease conclude your
9 remar ks.
10 LI SA DAGLI AN: That's why the
11 FONSI shoul d be awarded. Thank you.
12 MS. FLAX: Thank you.
13 Our next speaker is Jessica
14 Spezio, followed by Raphael Wakefi el d.
15 Our next speaker is Raphael
16 Wakefield, followed by our 241st
17 speaker, Joseph Stoffel.
18 JOSEPH STOFFEL: Hel | o. Good
19 afternoon. My nanme i s Raphael
20 Wakefield, and I live in Jersey City,
21 New Jersey.
22 The word equity is mentioned
23 several times in the Environnment al
24 Assessment in the context of air
25 pollution. Maybe in some objective
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sense, this can even be achieved. But
in a larger context with regard to
congestion pricing, equity is a
slippery word that means not hi ng.

There is no equity to some crossings in
Manhattan currently being tolled and

ot her crossings not.

What's nmore, the concerns from
soneone's ox being gored has been the
exact |logic of inaction that's led to
the current dysfunctional system  For
exanple, the idea that Staten Island is
al ways treated unfairly was used to
justify opposing the earlier Move New
York plan and also unjustify ever | ower
tolls on Staten Island residents to the
Verazano Narrows Bridge. Yet this
accommodati on has delivered nothing
fromthe perspective of the CBD, except
a few thousand cars from Staten | sl and
every day, clogging up Manhattan
streets even as the vast majority of
Staten Island travelers use transit to
reach Manhatt an.

As the Traffic Mobility Review
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Board has no doubt noted, there was a
correlation between the county of
origin of personal cars and the
availability of direct un-tolled
crossings or unlimted tolls fromthose
counti es. If Staten |slanders had no
Verazano Bridge discount, you can
safely assume that there'd be nore cars
going to Manhattan fromthe Long I|sl and
boroughs and counties because driving
for themis free and demand to enter
Manhattan is high. There's no equity
possible in this circunstance.

One point which would argue
agai nst inplenmentation is a general
poor performance of transit today. " m
t al ki ng about the handicap
I naccessibility of the subway system
and the bal kani zed regi onal transit
system For exanple, we must pay two
fares from PATH to New York City
Transit here in New Jersey.

There's also the issue of the
Port Authority capriciously opening and

cl osing the bus -- express bus lane in
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the Lincoln Tunnel, wasting bus riders'
time in order to funnel nmore cars into
Manhattan for the sake of their own
toll revenue. Or the fact that
dedi cated bus lanes in New York City
are routinely many bl ocked with
I mpunity by cars. O the fact that
mask mandates are not being enforced on
transit, or the fact that the MIA' s
bl oat ed capital of operating costs,
revenue rai sed by congestion pricing
will not go very far.

There is also the reality of
i Il egal parking obscured or fake
| i cense plates and fraudul ent parking
pl acards are ranmpant and public
empl oyees are the worst offenders. As
the Environmental Assessment projects,
simply stripping public enployees of
par ki ng placards and enforcing parking
honestly will actually reduce cars by a
number of equal to that of congestion
pricing. |In other words, theft of
public space for free private parking

Is a subsidy to these people alone for
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the same attitude as the revenue
congestion pricing for everyone.

G ven these and other factors may
wel |l be that CBD tolling does not
achieve its goal. But that's an
argunment for the responsi ble agency and
politician -- not giving up wthout
even trying.

Al ready, the spurious demands of
t he federal DOT have created
unwarranted delay in inmplementing the
program The result has been over a
t housand pages of docunentation as
assessments created at taxpayer
expense, an assessnment that is
unnecessary for a highway expandi ng
li ke the Belt Parkway wi dening that MTA
is currently pursing. The |egislature
passed this, the governor signed it.
The time has passed to inmpl ement
scenario A and see what happens and
adj ustments can be made fromthere if
necessary.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.
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Our next speaker is Joseph
Stoffel, followed by Randy Keti ve.

Our next speaker is Randy Ketive,
foll owed by M| ana Meytes.

Randy, you may unnute yourself

and begin your remarks.

RANDY KETI VE: Hi . My nane is
Randy Ketive. | live in Fort Lee, New
Jersey. | *'m al most 75 years old. I'm
a cancer survivor. | emphasi ze the

word survivor because of the health
care | have received in M dtown
Manhattan. Through many of your
wonder ful, wonderful facilities.
Through trials and many ot her medi cal
opportunities that did not avail

t hemsel ves in the suburbs or out of
maj or cities.

It will be an econom c hardship
for me to continue with my medi cal
journey, both dental as well as
physi cal medical journey, between the
fees for parking or share ride or a
limo service and the congestion parking

and the parking in -- in parking
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facilities.

| am a widow. M husband passed
away. He spent over 169 days in the
M dt own New York City hospital fighting
a wicked cancer. | had to go into the
city every day to be with him |t
woul d have been an econom c bonbshel
for m if this existed at that time.
Not wi t hst andi ng, | went through bridge
gate trying to get to himfor six of
t he days that he was dying.

| will not belabor my own
personal issues, but it is a hardship
for all of the wonderful medical
facilities in Mdtown and for the
peopl e that avail themselves trying to
get there. And for the people on this
call who said take public
transportation, my answer is when you
are on chenmo therapy, you take public
transportation.

The other issue I'd like to
address very quickly is, your
hi ghlights. You are going to increase

the speed of the escalators? How do
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you think that's going to inpact
seniors? You are going to have a | ot
of accidents, guys. You are going to
reduce parking demand, well the parking
|l ots will just increase their prices.
And i n conclusion, the adverse
effects which you said will not affect
I ndustry or occupational categories,

let's | ook at entertai nment,
hospitality, theater, restaurants,
hotel s, healthcare and parking garages.
Not al one, when you are in a taxi cab,
you are going to pay for the taxi cab,
as well as the congestion pricing.

| think this is a disaster, and |
think that we should also ask what have
you spent so far and what is this going
to cost going forward now that we are
post COVI D.

Thank you for your tine.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is M ana
Meytes, followed by Joshua Cintron.

Our next speaker is Joshua

Cintron, followed by our 245th speaker,
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Noah Lenovitz.

Joshua, you may unnmute yourself
and begin your remarks.

JOSHUA CI NTRON:  Okay. [ am
unmut ed. Thank you.

Good afternoon, everybody. Wy
name i s Joshua Cintron. |I'mfrom
Br ookl yn, New Yor k. | work within the
Manhattan CBD as an | T professional. |
speak as a long tinme enthusiast and
consumer of the New York City subways,
buses and commuter rails. And a
proponent of the Interborough Express.

| also find nmyself in a very
uni que position. | also speak as -- |
al so speak as a nenmber of the blind and
visually inmpaired comunity. And as
sonebody with Al bani sm who operates a
mot or vehicle under strict
gualifications set forth by the DW.
And |' m speaki ng agai nst congestion
pricing.

| do believe that other efforts
can be done to make the city safer for

everybody. But it starts with taking
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accountability. The MIA and managi ng
their money, cyclists and pedestri ans
usi ng common sense while crossing the
street. And drivers exercising their
own due care instead of penalizing the
m ddl e cl ass, the backbone of this
city.

Uber, Lyft, all the ride share
apps with the TLC pl ates, maybe | ook
into them There was a gentleman this
August 27th, as a matter of fact, from
Crown Hei ghts who was tal king about how
this whole thing was a nmoney grab. And
|*m-- unfortunately, |1'm going to have
to agree. A lot of the rhetoric that
|*ve heard from proponents is dam near
agei sts, ableists, disingenuous and
pseudo-noralistic. | hate to say it,
but that's just what it is. And the
one thing that I found absolutely
insulting was that we shouldn't be
listened to. And |I'm not going to take
that lightly.

| am a proponent of public

transit, | amdefinitely an enthusi ast
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of public transit and | do want to see

our public transit get better. So much

so that | wanted to take on a position
as a conductor, and | couldn't take it
because of the crime and the other
I ssues that are going on in the subway
right now So | had to pass on that
j ob.

Unfortunately, MIA has been

m smanagi ng their money for a very |ong

time. And throwi ng money at this
problemisn't going to be -- it's not

going to help. So I'murging the MIA

and NYC DOT to not alienate people |ike
me. You know, people who use the notor

vehi cl es, disabled, senior citizens, as

a -- you know -- as a guise for, you
know, advocating for the environment.
That's all | have to say.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Noah
Lenovitz, followed by Jessica Spezio.

NOAH LENOVI TZ: Hel l o, can you
hear me?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.
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NOAH LENOVI TZ: Thank you.

Hello. M name is Noah Lenovitz. |
live in Lower Manhattan and work in the
Flat Iron District. | commute to work
by bicycle and public transportation.

| don't support congestion pricing and
think it's a very bad idea for the
city.

On my comute via bicycle, | get
to see large parts of the city at
different times a day. | only really
see congestion at the entrances and
exits of the bridges and tunnels. I
think the city did a great job with
installing bike |lanes which provided
much needed safety for bicyclists,
whil e al so deterring cars fromdriving
in the city.

Since the beginning of the
pandem c, the side streets are nostly
empty in the Flat Iron, Union Square
and Chel sea areas specifically.
Commer ci al parking spots are never
really hard to find as there are many

vacant storefronts. Adding congestion
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toll, especially for commerci al
vehicles, will increase the cost of the
few busi nesses that are still trying to

recover fromthe | oss of office

wor kers. These increased costs wil
trickle down to the every-day consuner,
while we are still facing unprecedented
inflation |evels.

The MTA shoul d | ook at maki ng
cuts to their bl oated budgets and focus
on stopping fare evasion, which is
rampant and has been quoted as costing
the MTA approximately 400 m |l lion per
year. The MTIA should also place the
toll -- if they do do the toll, just on
Uber and Lyft rides. There's over
90, 000 cars each day and they cause
nost of congesti on.

Thank you very nmuch for
| i stening.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Jessica
Spezio, followed by Israel Peskowtz.

Jessica, you may begin your

remar k.
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JESSI CA SPEZI O. Good afternoon.
My name is Jessica Spezio, and |'mthe
adm ni strative assistant for the
Permanent Citizens Advisory Commttee
to the MIA, PCAC. |I'm speaking today
I n support of congestion pricing on
behal f of transit riders and drivers
around the region.

| live in a subway desert in
Ber gen Beach, Brooklyn. My options to
get to work in Lower Manhattan are
limted with no rail service close by.
| can take the express bus, a slow
| ocal bus to a | ong subway ride or
drive ny car.

Taking transit is still my best
choi ce because it's nore affordable.
Even when taking the nore expensive
express bus. And often faster than
driving. M express bus comute gives
me a pleasant and confortable one-seat
ride into Lower Manhattan or M dtown.
But during rush hour, the ride can be
sl ow and backed up due to traffic in

the tunnel or on the highway.
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Often, an excessive number of
vehi cl es sl ow down and del ay the
express bus, even when it's in the HOV
| ane. W th school starting up again,
my express bus ride will take even
| onger than during the sumer with nore
vehicles on the road, with people
driving to drop off their Kkids.

Congestion pricing would speed up
my express bus commute and make it an
even nmore convenient way for me to get
to Manhattan. By decreasing traffic in
and around the Central Business
District, I'mlooking forward to a nmuch
faster trip into and out of the city to
and from the southeast end of Brooklyn.

Congestion pricing would even
hel p make taking the local bus to the
subway nore reliable and fast. My bus
options include the B41, which runs on
the extremely congested Fl atbush
Avenue, and takes nuch |l onger than it
should to travel towards the two and
five trains or Downtown Brooklyn. By

reducing traffic, our bus network wil
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speed up and become a nore dependabl e
and efficient way of getting to work.
The funding brought to the MIA by
congestion pricing will go towards
maki ng the transit system nore
accessi ble and reliable for all riders.
As a former subway conductor, | know
how ol d sone of the signals and systens

are. They need upgrades and the funds

t hat congestion pricing will bring in
will help pay for them |I'm excited by
t he potential of projects |Iike the

| nt er borough Express and the future
subway extensions to bring subway
access to neighborhoods |i ke m ne that
do not currently have rail stations.

Congestion pricing will help fund
these critical improvenents and
upgrades to the transit system
speedi ng up commutes for the majority
of New Yorkers who travel by transit.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is |srael

Peskowi tz, followed by Karen
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Schl achter.

| SRAEL PESKOW TZ: Hi. Can
everyone see me?

MS. FLAX: Yes.

| SRAEL PESKOW TZ: Wonderful .

My name is |Israel Peskowitz. " m
a lifelong resident of central Queens.
I'ma fourth generation New Yorker. |
live in what used to be called the
two-fare zone, that is | had to take a
bus in order to get to the subway in
order to get to anywhere el se.

New York City is already too
expensive. Why are you making it even
nore expensive? The MIA estimated that
a round trip from Rego Park in central
Queens nei ghborhood, closer to
Manhattan than | am would cost $57.
Thi s plan was concei ved and voted on in
2018/ 2019. The road has changed
i mensely since then, and the future of
Manhattan as a world center seens
uncertain. Making Manhattan even nore
overpriced could be the final nail on

the coffin.
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When | was a young man, as a
phot ographer, shooting concerts by
| ocal bands, shows that ended at 2: 00,
3:00, 4:00 a.m Afterwards, | had to
wait a half an hour for the train, take
an hour ride back to Queens, stopping
at all local stops. And then wait out
in the freezing cold for upwards of an
hour for a bus to come and get ne home.
Plus, | had to worry about protecting
my camera, the most expensive thing |
owned, and | it was stolen or damaged,
|"d be out of a job. But when | could
use a famly car, | drove, | was there
wi t hin an hour, parking was plentiful
| ate at night, and |I'd get home in 30
m nut es and security was much | ess of
an issue.

The original point of congestion
pricing was to charge people driving to
Manhattan when it was congested. Now
you have a plan that would charge
people like me to drive in and out of
Manhattan | ate at night when it's not

congest ed. | urge the comm ssion to
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set mniml fees for off-peak, |ate
ni ght and weekend hours. | urge the
comm ssion to start off-peak and | ate
ni ght hours at 7:00 p.m when
many meters turn off and many events
begi n.

Manhattan is already in trouble.
Don't kill off our nightlife. Don't
make |ife unlivable for the younger
generation, the kids going through what
| went through 20 years ago. These
tolls are a regressive tax. Working

cl ass, outer borough people Iike me

will not be able to afford to easily
get to Manhattan in the evening. | t
will also bring us another step closer

to Manhattan being a playground of the
rich, while the rest of us are priced
out by tolls on top of tolls.

| urge the comm ssion to give
hi gher crossing credits to any driver
using any of the tolled tunnels and
buses to enter Manhattan. | urge the
comm ssion to exenpt cabdrivers who

al ready pay their own congestion fee
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from being forced to pay it twice.

| also urge the conmm ssion to
consider not tolling intercity buses.
| recently took a bus from Baltinore
for the first time since COVID. I
di scovered ny favorite carrier had gone
out of business, and the cost of a
ticket had nearly tripled. I f the
prices raise even higher due to
congestion fees, it will become cheaper
for me to drive.

| also -- elected | eaders to note
t he overwhel m ng outcry against this
plan. | encourage |listeners, | ook up
how t heir elected state representatives
and senators voted on this issue and
vote accordingly in November.

Since | still have some tinme
left, I'd like to thank the entire
comm ssion and | also like to give a
shout out to Assenmbl yman David Weprin,
and Assembl yman Dani el Rosenthal for
| eadi ng the fight against congestion
pricing.

Thank you all for your tinme and
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have a nice day.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Karen
Schl achter, followed by Marcia
Dreson- Tepl er.

Karen, you may begin your
remar ks.

KAREN SCHLACHTER: Can you hear
me? | don't want to --

MS. FLAX: Yes.

KAREN SCHLACHTER: Okay. I
wanted to thank |srael because | don't
have anyt hi ng prepared. | am long-time
New Yor ker, having grown up in
Queens -- in the Bronx as a child,
daughter of an imm grant. And | used
to ride the subways day or night. But
we are going back quite a while when
they were safe, when they were cl ean.
And | think before we go into
congestion pricing, we really have to
I mprove a system that is not safe any
| onger.

| drove into the city to work as

a social worker in teaching hospitals,
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or through the city to go to a position
I n Yonkers as a social worker in a
foster care agency for over 35 years.

| felt that my -- | have a right to
drive ny car. | am not an elitist.

l"mon a fixed income, currently

retired. And | still drive into the
city. | drive into the city to go to
the theater. | |eave ny house in north

Queens at 4:00 p.m because | know
where to park. And | sit in my car
until 6:00 o'clock so | can go to the
t heat er. | get my tickets at a reduced
rate at the TDF. And | come in on the
weekends, | come in on Sundays because
| know where to park and I can take
advant age of all the wonderful museuns
I n Manhatt an.

| really think this is
di scrim natory agai nst people who
ei ther don't have access to public
transportation or since COVID don't
feel safe on the trains because there
are no mask mandates, there are

homel ess people all over the trains as
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well as the city, and it is no |onger a
safe place to be.

As far as the people who are
concerned with nmotorists hitting people
or going on the curbs, I've never hit a
pedestri an. " m a defensive driver. I
don't block the box. However, | see a
| ot of people who don't know what vyield
means, who go through red lights and |
don't see the police enforcing any of
these regulations. And | think that
that has to be a priority.

Crossing the street one day while
| was in Time Square, going to the
theater, | was hit by a bicyclist
com ng around the corner despite the
fact that | was crossing at a |ight.

He didn't stop. Mself and nmy friend
were both knocked down. We got up, we
brushed ourselves off and we went to
the theater where we requested ice
packs for our various injuries.

But | really think that this is
going to be a financial burden on

Manhatt an, on busi ness owners and
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definitely for people who live in the
outer boroughs who don't have access to
public transportation or don't feel
safe on public transportation any

| onger.

So | hope you will reconsider
this. Thank you very nuch for your
time.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Marcia
Drezon- Tepler, followed by Jonathan
Oakl ey.

Marcia, you may unnmute yourself
and begin your remarks.

MARCI A DREZON- TEPLER: Hel | 0?

MS. FLAX: We can hear you.

MARCI A DREZON- TEPLER: Okay. Do
| have the video too --

Hel |l 0? Can you see ne al so?

MS. FLAX: Yes. We can.

MARCI A DREZON- TEPLER: Okay.
Very good.

| live on the Upper West Side of
Manhattan, and | want to say that the

MITA and the City Council are making the
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city unlivable for the m ddle class.
The MTA is actually causing the
congestion that is the problem wth
Its bike |anes, bike racks, bus | anes
and pedestrian wal kways in the streets.
Hi ghways and streets have been reduced
to one | ane.

I n Downt own Manhattan on | ower
Broadway, there is one lane for traffic
because there is a bike |ane and a bike
stand and if passengers need to be --
to get off, to be dropped off for a
doctor's appoi ntment, they have to get
out into traffic, which is extremely
unsafe, needless to say.

The roads are for vehicles and
si dewal ks are for pedestrians. And |
also really resent that city counci
members who have continued to work from
home are passing regul ations and
telling me to take the unsafe subways.
You know, my husband tried -- drove ne
to work a few times, but he had -- he
spent five hours | ooking for parking on

his way honme. So we have to restore
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sanity to our streets and city. And
congestion pricing is not the way to do
t his.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Jonathan
Oakl ey, followed by our 250th speaker,
Ber nardo Cel eri no.

Jonat han, you may unnute yourself
and begin your remarks.

BERNARDO CELERI NO: Hel | 0?

MS. FLAX: We can hear you.

BERNARDO CELERI NO: Gr eat . I
just wanted to say that | hope that the
MTA gets everything they want. They
usually do. There's a | ot of taxes on
things already. The TLC got a fee for
getting into a cab, got fees for
getting into Ubers, there's fees on ny
cell phone, fees on Con Edi son, fees
for just about everyone. On ny
regi stration, nmy inspection.

So this should be no different.
l*"d like to know where all the noney is

going with all the people that you have
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riding your trains, entering the

M dt own Tunnel and the Battery Tunnel,

all of these -- the Verazano, it's just
unf at homabl e what you do with all this
money.

Il"m just -- whether |I'm an
opponent of congestion pricing, |I'd
like to say I'min the m ddle of the
road. |'"d like to first know, | would
| i ke to have you audited, first of all
| would |ove very nuch for an
i ndependent auditor, hopefully the
federal government. Because | can
remember there was a time there was an
i nvestigation into the MIA's finances
and it revealed that you had two sets

of books; one that said that you

were -- had a deficit and one that said
you had a surpl us. | haven't forgotten
t hat .

And | would just very nuch |ike
to see a federal investigation by the
Department of Justice or the FBI as to
where these finances are going, and

whet her you are the agency fit to run
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1 congestion pricing. | would like to
2 give it over to the Port Authority. |
3 don't think there's -- |'ve seen as
4 much scandal of abuses of overtinme.
5 It's just ridiculous. And | hope that
6 whoever is listening right now, if you
7 are a member of the Departnment of
8 Justice or the FBI, | would hope that
9 one day, before this actually goes into
10 effect, that you would take the time to
11 do an investigation into the MIA's
12 finances.
13 And that's all | have to say.
14 MS. FLAX: Thank you.
15 Our next speaker is Bernardo
16 Celerino, followed by Liam Jeffries.
17 Our next speaker is Liam
18 Jeffries, followed by Norman
19 Buenavent ur a.
20 Our next speaker is Norman
21 Buenaventura, followed by Osama Sehgol .
22 Our next speaker is Osama Sehgol,
23 foll owed by Wolf Hertzberg.
24 OSAMA SEHGOL: The Zoom screen
25 changed.
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Hello. Hi, how are you? So |
live in Brooklyn, New York and with nmy
wi fe and a four-year-old, a daughter.

So | was quite surprised that

this -- the congestion charge cane this
far. | honestly thought it would kind
of be stopped earlier. | am obviously

not in support of the congestion charge
with good reason. | find that it is --
|'"'m very synpathetic to climte change
and the causes of climate justice. But
| felt that the environmental inmpact
report didn't address -- didn't | ook at
New York City holistically. It
definitely ignored the m ddle cl ass.

It definitely ignored the people who
are aspiring to, you know, clinmb up the
| adder, so to speak by inpacting

di sproportionately comunities that are
on the | ower income or |ower m ddle
class. MWhether in the city or outside
from you know, people on the west of
Hudson, et cetera.

So ny take is that the people who

are passionately in support of -- and
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|*ve been here since 10:00 o'clock in

t he norning, just demographically
speaki ng, people do want to create this
barrier around Manhattan, so that a | ot
of people who are not well off, they
drive their cars, they can afford to
pay for cars, but don't take the subway
because they have kids or they have
health i ssues, you know, they -- they
do conme to Manhattan and rely on the
services. They don't take their car
every day to commute to Manhattan. But
t hey do, you know, use --

So what I'mtrying to say is that
it seenms like it's very exclusionary
and there's not a whole | ot of
consi deration that has gone into this.
|*ve also | ooked up into the Singapore
and London model or Stockhol m nodel .
And it seens that people aren't really
taking this into consideration, that in
St ockholm the prime m nister or, you
know, half their government also
roll erblade or bicycles to work. So

t hey apply the standard equally.
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I n Singapore, it's heavily
managed. Like there are racial quotas
and 80 percent of the housing there
that's provided by the governnment. So
over here in New York, it's very
different. You know, everybody has to
make their own way. But in putting
this invisible barrier, monetary
barrier around Manhattan, that | ust
sounds very unreasonabl e.

So, you know, we are -- obviously
we heard from people who are priced out
fromtheir health access and whoever
said oh hey, you can -- Brooklyn has
great hospitals, 1'd like you to try
the difference between Manhattan and
Br ookl yn hospitals. 1've tried them
both. They're very different.

So t hanks.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is WlIf
Hert zberg, followed by our 255th
speaker, David G| de Rubio.

Our next speaker is David G| de

Rubi o, followed by Sudeep Uprety.
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David G| de Rubio?

Our next speaker is Sudeep
Uprety, followed by Golam | stiaque.

We will go back to David G| de
Rubi o, who is now connected. After
speaker David G| de Rubio will be
Sudeep Uprety.

DAVI D Gl L DE RUBI O: Can you hear

me ?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

DAVI D Gl L DE RUBI O: Yeah, ny
vi deo should be working, but -- okay.
We'll start.

So | find it rather ironic that
|*'m being referred to as an entitled
driver, when | see that the majority of
t he people who are for congestion
pricing are entitled White people who
are probably upper income and are nore
prone to using Lyft, Uber and any of
these services that -- that are really
t he cause of most of the congestion.

I f you | ook back at your statistics,
from 2010 and 2011, when Uber was

| aunched in San Franci sco.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 31, 2022
410

I f anything, this is a regressive
tax, and it's a war on the m ddle
cl ass. Many of the people who have
said they're against congestion pricing
live in the outer boroughs. Obviously,
It's a Manhattan centric program
because it takes place in Manhatt an.
But any of the fixes are going to go
t owards Manhattan. Especially people
who live in two-fare zones. Il lTive in
both the business district that's going
to be affected and also in Queens. So
| see both sides of this.

| would say that if you are
i nsistent in going forward with this
pl an, one comprom se m ght be to sync
up when the tolling is in place to be
concurrent with metered parking. So
Monday to Saturday, from 9:00 a.m to
either 7:00 p.m or 10:00 p.m Because
| also drive in the wee hours of the
morni ng getting back to Queens.
There's no congestion. And if
anyt hing, you want to shift traffic,

you can have trucking go overnight and
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maybe not incur a cost and that way the
economy i s not taking as much of a hit.

So yeah, that's pretty nuch what
| have to say. Oh -- one nore thing,
someone nmentioned somet hi ng about there
bei ng plenty of good doctors in Queens
and Brooklyn, and | find that absurd
because if you have some kind of
specialized health concerns like the
| ady from New Jersey who was tal king
about having cancer and having to see
specialists in Manhattan, | think
that's a pretty rude and insensitive
way to view things and it's really
unf at homabl e to ne.

Further, | just want to close by
saying that there are a couple of
peopl e who are tal king about, oh |I'm
having to deal with living by the
Prospect Parkway and all the congestion
and the exhaust and stuff |ike that,
well, then don't live by there.

And lastly, if we are talking
about environnental impact, apparently

iIt's only important if it affects
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people in Manhattan because peopl e
l'iving by the Cross Bronx Expressway
are going to have to deal with that,
with the increased truck traffic.

Thank you for your time. Thank
you for the study and the time to weigh
I n. Have a great day.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Sudeep
Uprety, followed by Golam I stiaque.

SUDEEP UPRETY: Hel | 0?

MS. FLAX: We can hear you.

SUDEEP UPRETY: Hi . Good
afternoon. |'m here to speak agai nst
t he congestion pricing. First and
first, whoever said NYC subways are
safe are really out of touch with
reality. According to |atest NYPD
statistics, robbery has soared by
72 percent and felony assaults are up
by 20 percent. Grand | arceny by
ten percent. Please tell me how subway
systenms are safe. This statistic alone
is from January 1st to April 10 of
2022.
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Starting in 2019, we TLC drivers
have paid nore than three billion
dollars in congestion surcharge. \Where
did that money go. Who will audit MTA
for the expenses? How will we make
sure that MIA's accountable in this
noney? We the TLC drivers cannot
afford to pay any nmore surge pricing.
Lots of people here conplain about car
and said people driving are privil eged
and reckless. Let me make it clear,
not all people driving cars are
privileged. For some of them it's a
necessity to make their ends neet and
make a |iving.

| -- | personally have seen |ots
of bicyclists driving reckl essly.
Running a red light, driving on a
one-way street, and not follow ng any
traffic rules. Like doesn't traffic
rules apply to bicyclists or the
traffic rules only apply to car owners?

And | do agree that there are way
too much trucks and cars doubl e- parked

In CBD streets. That doubl e-parking
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needs to be addressed. That even if we
address the doubl e parking, the
congestion will be slightly better.

And one nore question, like, lots
of Amazon trucks, they are operating in
CBD district w thout any warehouses.
They are doubl e-parked, they are
bl ocki ng the parking and they deliver
the stuff in the bikes to be delivered.
Li ke why are they not being regul ated?
s MITA too scared to take on big
conpany |i ke Amazon?

We are the TLC drivers and m ddle
cl ass people cannot afford to pay
anynore extra tolls. | think during
t he pandem c, nine of the TLC drivers
killed thensel ves and how many nore
suicide do you want on hand? Like this
CBD toll will definitely bring
financial hardships on all the TLC
drivers.

And currently, lots of mom and
pop store have been opening their door.
So they are --

Okay. That's it because ny tine
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I's done. lt's too -- it's a very |less
time to say |lots of things.
Thank you.
MS. FLAX: Thank you.
Our next speaker is Golam
| sti aque, followed by Richard Chal fin.
Our next speaker is Richard
Chal fin, followed by Howard Shafer.
Our next speaker is Howard
Shafer, followed by Rosalie Shields.
Our next speaker is Rosalie
Shields, followed by our 261st speaker,
Jose Al tam rano.
Our next speaker is Jose
Altam rano, followed by Eric Gol dstein.
Jose Altam rano?
JOSE ALTAM RANGC: Hel | o. Can you
hear me?
MS. FLAX: Yes, we can. You may
begi n your remarks.
JOSE ALTAM RANGC: My name is Jose
Al tam r ano. | am the president of
Li very Base Owners. We represent
over -- (audio interruption) -- New

York City, which serve approximtely
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150, 000 New Yor kers each day.

Our bases are small nom and pop
busi nesses which are owned and oper at ed
by i mm grants and serve a | argely

i mm grant and first generation American

popul ation of this city. Known as the
community car service, our livery bases
and drivers have stepped in to fill in

public transportation desserts across
the five boroughs. The communities we
serve trust us and provide safe and
reliable transportation. Many of our
trips are local in nature. Qur
communities rely on us to travel in and
out of Manhattan Central Business
District for a variety of reasons.
(Technical interruption.)

MS. FLAX: Jose, we | ost you. We
paused the timer. Are you able to --

JOSE ALTAM RANO: Okay. ' m
here. Sorry about that. Okay. 111
conti nue.

This testinmony is submtted to
stress the need to mtigate the harnfu

affects that congestion pricing wl
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have on livery bases, drivers and
passengers. Specifically, we are
requesting an exenmption from congestion
pricing. The exenption will provide
drivers from what the Environment al
Assessnment descri bes disproportionally
hi gh and adverse harnful effects that
congestion pricing will have.

The livery sector of this city
for the for-hire vehicle industry, also
known as community car service, has
faced serious dilenmmas in the past
decades. \While demand has remai ned
steady, the car service has | ost both
their braces affiliated drivers to the
overregul ation by the city, including
the 2018 cap on for-hire vehicles for
| i censes.

In 2014, a segnment of the FHV
I ndustry operated al most 30, 000
vehicles. Conpare that to 2022, when
we are |ess than 9, 000.

To be clear, there's |lots of
wor ki ng New Yorkers. The vehicles

don't drive thensel ves. Rat her each
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vehicle is driven by one or nore
drivers that are independent
contractors. In fact, the

Envi ronment al Assessnment has pointed
out that our drivers are qualified as
racial mnorities, and that
approximtely 91 percent of them are
Il mm grants. W thout an FHV exenpti on,
this path to the American dream will
further be closed.

The passengers that we serve are
not wealthy people. They are price
sensitive and many pay their fares in
cash. Adding another five, ten or nore
t han 20 surcharge on top of the regul ar
fare will cost -- (audio
I nterruption) -- sticker shock and not
all ow these passengers to attend the
central district.

It's also inportant to note that
the livery bases have been payi ng
congestion fee per trip to MIA since
phase one was in February 29, 2019. W
also reject the proposal by the MIA to

make our drivers MIA enpl oyees, bus
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drivers, and we further urge the --

MS. FLAX: Please conclude your
remarks.

JOSE ALTAM RANO: -- for-hire
vehicle, the exenmption for the
congestion pricing.

Our goal --

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Eric
Gol dstein, followed by Suzanne Musho.

Eric, you may begin your remarKks.

ERI C GOLDSTEI N: Thank you to the
panel for your active |istening
t hroughout these marathon hearings.
|'m Eric Goldstein fromthe Natural
Resources Defense Counsel. And NRDC
strongly supports the proposed
congestion pricing strategy that's the
subj ect of these hearings.

In the 1970s, our organization
represented citizen groups seeking to
I mpl ement New York City's
transportation control plan which woul d
have told the East and Harlem River

bridges and directed the proceeds to
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support public transportation. After
five decades of planning, discussion
and debate, and in an era of increasing
climate disruption, the time for
congestion pricing has arrived.

The proposed congestion pricing
program regardless of the scenari os
selected, will significantly benefit
the region's subway, bus and comut er
rail system by allowing the MIA to
secure 15 billion dollars in funds for
transit capital inmprovenments. This
systemis is the region's |life blood and
I ndi spensable to mobility and the
economy of the entire tristate area for
all residents, including nmotor vehicle
owners. Securing these funds to help
keep the transit's network in the state
of good repairs should be one of the
governnment's highest public policy
priorities and congestion pricing is
the single best local mechanismto
obtain the funds needed to ensure the
| ong-term health of our subway bus and

rail network.
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The proposed congestion pricing
program wi ||l al so be broadly benefici al
to the region's popul ace, including
| ow-i ncome residents. More than four
out of five commuters to the Manhattan
CBD take public transit and only about
11 percent drive to work. These
percentages are essentially the sane
for people of color and | ow i ncone
communities. Over 600,000 POC
commuters travel to the Manhattan CBD
via transit, and they will benefit
significantly from the benefits that
t he congestion pricing monies bring in.

In short, congestion pricing is
not a tax, and it is not regressive.
The proposed congestion pricing program
will also reduce congestion and the
enor nous cost of congestion inmposed on
the region's econony.

Si ngapore, London, Stockholm and
Ml an are anong the many cities that
have i npl emented congestion pricing
programs successfully. And in 2018,

report by the Partnership for New York

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnent al

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 31, 2022

Assessnent

422

City documented that the pollution
generating, time wasting, tenper
rai sing congestion that Manhattan's CBD
streets face every day cost our econony
as much as 20 billion dollars a year in
| ost productivity, fuel and operating
costs.

Finally, however, the congestion
pricing strategy that's ultimtely
sel ected nust address environment al
justice inequities and protect
nei ghbor hoods that have for decades
suffered di sproportionately formthe
adverse inpacts of pollution. Anong
these is the South Bronx with 700
addi tional diesel fuel trucks are
likely to shift to the Cross Bronx
Expressway, even under -- at | east
under one of the proposed scenari os.

We join with the New York City
Envi ronmental Justice Alliance, in
calling upon Governor Kathy Hochul and
the MITA to not only i nmplement
additional mtigation measures, but to

commt to a broader plan to reduce
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em ssions and enhance air quality
t hroughout the South Bronx. W set
forth these recommendations in a
written statement, and | thank you for
your attention.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Suzanne
Musho, followed by Aaron Bl oom

Our next speaker is Aaron Bl oom
foll owed by our 265th speaker on the
list, Nicole Albergo.

AARON BLOOM  Hello. MW nanme is

Aaron Bl oom | ITive in Brooklyn. ' m
a fourth generation New Yorker. You
guys are chanps for listening to all of
us. | " m squeaking in just before

5:00 o'clock after being here since
10: 00.

|*"'m here to speak on behal f of
not orcyclists everywhere. Nearly every
other city in the world that enploys
congestion pricing gives conplete
exemptions for motor cycles. Why?
Mot or cycles help to solve the problens

of congestion, pedestrian safety and
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pol lution. Motorcyclists, |ike board
member s, government workers and
reporters, are often unfairly
stigmati zed. Unli ke how Hol |l ywood
woul d portray us, the vast majority of
us are responsi ble, upstanding citizens
and drivers. We are the only
t wo- wheel ed vehicles on the road who
are insured, registered, licensed and
trai ned by | aw.

| f congestion is the problem
t hen notorcycles are part of the
solution. Wth congestion, you are
t al ki ng about both parking vehicles in
notion. There's a fanmpous picture out
there of two identical parking spaces.
One holds a |large SUV, the other has
ten parked notorcycles. |In motion,
mot orcycles are far more fluid than
cars and trucks. Think of a fish or a
bird movi ng around obstacles. Or use
anot her metaphor, think of our city
streets as a glass jar. Cars and
trucks are | arge stones you are putting

I n, whereas notorcycles are mere grains
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of sand.

| f pedestrian safety is the
problem notorcycles are part of the
solution. There's a 2019 Department of
Transportation report on accident
deaths in the entire State of New York.
That year, there was exactly one
pedestrian death resulting froma
not orcycl e accident in the entire
st at e. Mot orcyclists may have increase
risk to thensel ves, but statistically,
contrary to stereotypes, with
mot orcycl es, we basically have achieved
Vi si on Zero.

| f pollution and environment al
I ssues are the problem notorcycles are
part of the solution. Modtorcycles have
extremely | ow or no em ssions. A
recent scientific study shows that
nmot orcycles utilize the same anmount of
energy per passenger as public buses in
transporting people.

It is for all these reasons and
many nore that London, Singapore and

nearly every other city in the world

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 31, 2022
426

that utilizes congestion pricing gives
full exenptions to notorcycles.

Pl ease be rational and follow the
successful exanmples of every other
congestion pricing city in the world.
Thank you so much to all of you,
Richard, WIlIliam Rick, Lou, Allison
and Nicoli. Thank you all so nuch for
i stening.

MS. FLAX: Pl ease concl ude
your - -

AARON BLOOM  You are al nost
t hrough. Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Nicole
Al bergo, followed by Joe Troiano.

NI COLE ALBERGO: Yes, hi. Good
afternoon, MTIA board. Can you hear me?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

NI COLE ALBERGO: | do not want to
be on speaker -- on video. | *'m j ust
going to speak.

So good afternoon, MTA panelists.
Il live in New Jersey. | comute every

day into New York City. | provide
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val uabl e services to New York City

public school students. |'m a teacher.
I"mon a fixed income. l"mon a
sal ary. | ' m a paraprofessional.

I moved out of New York City
about two years ago post pandem c when
It was first starting, and | coul dn't
afford to live there because it's
ridiculously out of control with the
amount of money that you are paying in
rent, paying to the MIA with your
so-called fare increases on a regul ar
basis. The MIA needs to find other
ways to make sources of nmoney rather
than taking it fromme, froma New
Jersey resident. | don't find that
very fair.

Al so, to my parents who have to
come pick me up on a regqular basis to
come see ny grandnmother who is
literally dying. She is 97 years old
and as a result of you putting
congestion pricing into effect, that
will greatly affect me. Because |

won't be able to see ny grandnot her

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 31, 2022
428

because nmy parents will not be able to
come get me. Because, again, they're
retired, they're on a fixed incone.
And they are not going to be able to
afford the congestion pricing to come
pick me up so that | can spend val uabl e
time with my grandnmother. And not to
mention that nore than half of ny
famly lives in New York City still.

And | made the escape to get out
to have a better life in New Jersey,
not to keep pouring nmoney into the New
York City subway system and into the
MIFA. That is not fair to me, not fair
to New Jersey residents and that is not
fair to residents who commute from
Upst ate New YorKk.

|*'m compl etely agai nst congesti on
pricing. That's Manhattan's problem
Find another way to reduce em ssions.
Do not tax people who come in fromthe
out er boroughs and people who conme in
from out of state, New Jersey, Upstate
New Yor k, Pennsylvania and Connecti cut.

That's your problem that you can't
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afford to find money, to find your
so-cal |l ed MTA probl em

Why don't you go ask the federa
government for noney. That's all |
have to say. What | am going to tel
you, get your act together and stop
relying on people Iike me who provide a
val uabl e service to our students of the
New York City public school system
And - -

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Joe Troiano,
foll owed by Christopher Thomas.

Our next speaker is Christopher
Thomas, followed by Donald Al berti.

Chri stopher, you may unnute
yourself. We can hear you.

CHRI STOPHER THOMAS: Hi, I'm
Chri stopher.

So |'m definitely against
congestion pricing. | actually live in
the Bronx, and | kind of find it
di sturbing that you guys are going to
be chargi ng people to conme bel ow 60th

Street and to hell with the people who
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live in the Bronx who have to breathe
in the air. This is |ike another
redlining, basically.

Yes, the MIA has to have the best
job in the world. Because | have a few
friends who work for the MIA. And from
what they're telling me, they have it
very well. They get paid for
ei ght hours and only work four hours a
day. And the rest of the time that
they're working, they go underneath the
ground and they sleep, then they clock
out and then they go home. So if
there's anybody want to know where the
noney goes, that's where it goes.
Because t he managers of the MTA that
wat ches people and they're supposed to
be empl oying and stuff |ike that, they
don't really care. | ve never seen a
conpany before have enpl oyees that work
for -- an eight-hour shift they're
schedul ed for and they only work for
four of those hours. And then the rest
of the time they're just sl eeping or

just hanging out in the break room and
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then they clock out and go hone.

| think it's utterly ridiculous.
You guys shouldn't be chargings us to
come downtown. We get punished for
having a car to come to Manhatt an,
that's ridiculous. We should be able
to drive wherever we want to. We live
I n New York. And since when does the
MTA own the city street? | own a condo
in the Bronx. Since when does the MIA
own the city streets? That's what |
want to know. Because the streets are
messed up, but | don't see the MIA
going and fixing them So who is
payi ng for the streets that we are
driving on to cone down here?

The other thing is that a | ot of
t he people who were speaking, they're
wor king from home. | have to cone to
work every day. | take the train to
and from the Bronx. But then, when |
want to come downtown to go out, |
drive my car down to Manhattan and |
park. And | -- this is around

7:00 o'clock p.m There's no traffic.
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Who are you guys taxing? Who are you
guys tolling? There's no traffic.
There hasn't been traffic here for
three years since COVID happened.
There's no traffic anywhere over here.

So this |looks Iike -- |I'"m on
Fifth Avenue. This is Fifth Avenue.
No traffic. It looks Iike a cash grab.
And we are getting sick and tired of
It. We are very sick and tired of it.

So you guys really need to do
sonmet hing other than | ook for noney.
You guys need to help your enpl oyees
that are currently working for you guys
to become nmore productive in the time
that they're supposed to be working.

So that's all | have to say.
Thanks.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

The next speaker is Donald
Al berti, followed by Ilrwin M|l er.

The next speaker is Irwin MIller,
foll owed by our 270th speaker, Bonnie
Gal | et .

Our next speaker is Bonnie
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Gal | et, foll owed by Katherine
Pl yshevsky.

BONNI E GALLET: Good nmorning --
good afternoon, everyone. | ve been
wat ching this hearing since 10:00 a.m,
and | feel as if | know every one of
you personally at this point.

Congratul ations to those of you who

haven't even taken a bat hroom break.

Seriously, I've lived in
Manhattan since 1978 and yes, | have a
car. The overwhelm ng majority of the

previ ous speakers have spoken

el oquently about the burden this toll
will place on the elderly, disabled and
ot hers. | agree. Il live just a few

bl ocks north of the perinmeter of CBD

| was a single nmother, and | al ways

wor ked in the outer boroughs. | had to
get my children to school by 8:00 a.m,
and then get to work by 9:00 a.m  But
if I didn't have a car, | would have
had to take a bus, to a subway, to a
ferry and then walk half a mle. I

never would have made it to work on
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time if I did not drive. | had a
government job and I could never have
afforded the proposed fares.

| appl aud your goals to raise
revenue and i nmprove our environnment.
But this plan will have a negative
econom ¢ i nmpact on residents and
commuters who work in the city. As
stated by several speakers, people
cannot take the |large tools of their
trade into Manhattan on the subway.

This is a regressive tax and it
will affect the people who can | east
afford it the nmost. A person who |ives
on Fifth Avenue and has a buil ding
named after himcan afford this. But
ordi nary New Yorkers who make this city
great cannot. We need to keep M dtown
financially accessible for people from
all five boroughs, the Greater New York
Metropolitan area and -- and nmany
peopl e cannot take public
transportation for reasons including
geography and physical |imtations.

Public transportation is not accessible
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for many. And busi nesses and cul tural
institutions will suffer by this plan.

Pl ease note, | am of a certain
age and | cannot ride a bicycle or a
not orcycle. | would also |like to note
t hat vehicular traffic in M dtown
changes every weekday eveni ng and al
day on Saturday and Sunday. Sinmply
put, there's no congestion and a tol
during those hours will not cure an
environment al problem that does not
exi st.

Do your research. London's
pricing systemis only in effect from
7:00 a.m to 6:00 p.m According to
t he London website, residents and notor
coaches are exempt. Their systemis
far nmore equitable. The only time we
have congestion in Manhattan after
8:00 p.m is when the tree is |lit. And
| hope you all know what tree |I'm
tal ki ng about.

| fear these hearings are PR and
the plan will be enacted despite

obj ections by the majority and you w |
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forge ahead with your plans. Please
don't do that. Please listen to us.
Thank you.
MS. FLAX: Thank you.
The next speaker i s Katherine
Pl yshevsky, foll owed by Paige Al enius.
KATHERI NE PLYSHEVSKY: Hel | 0?
MS. FLAX: We can hear you.
KATHERI NE PLYSHEVSKY: Okay.
Gr eat .
Hi. I'ma nother of two |iving
in the CBD. M husband has a
di sability that does not allow himto
take public transit. M elderly
parents live in an area of Connecti cut
that is not accessible by public
transit. We only use our car to get
out of the CBD. Therefore, not
contributing to congestion in the CBD
Yet, we will have to pay to | eave and
come honme.
Wth the current increase in rent
and inflation, it's already very
chall enging to stay in New York City.

This woul d be yet another expense that
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we cannot afford. An honest | ook at
this plan shows that it will not do
much to decrease pollution in the

|l ongterm This is a regressive tax
that is providing funding to the poorly
managed MTA. If this were truly about
congestion, we can start by enforcing
the current laws like ticketing --
(audio interruption) --

Sorry.

And not providing corporations
with discounts on these fines. You can
use those violation revenues to fund
the MITA. For-hire vehicles create nmuch
of the congestion. Decreasing their
numbers woul d decrease congesti on.
suggest an exenption or discount for
CBD residents, as they -- as they wil
bear an unfair burden just by the
virtue of where they live.

| suggest a scheme that woul d
allow for a ten-m nute grace period to
| eave and return to your parking spot
in the congestion zone for residents.

If | |eave ny garage and am on the FDR
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within ten m nutes, | shouldn't be

char ged. If I get off the FDR and parKk
within ten m nutes, |'m not
contributing to congestion, so | should
not have to pay. | also believe it is
essential to have the exemption for
peopl e who are di sabl ed and cannot
travel by public transit.

To summari ze, it feels arbitrary
to be penalized for living below 60th
Street. It would be up to a tune of
$5,000 for our famly a year versus
someone who just happens to |ive above
60th Street. We did not -- when we
chose to live in this area, we did not
realize that there would a $5,000 a
year tax in order to depart with our
famly fromthe CBD wi thout actually
causi ng congestion in the area.

Thank you for |istening, and |
yield the rest of nmy tinme.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Paige
Al enius, followed by Morgan Adzei.

PAI GE ALENI US: Hi . Am | on?
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MS. FLAX: Yes, you are.

PAI GE ALENIUS: Okay. Hi. MW
name is Paige Allen. And | have lived
in Hell's Kitchen for 40 years. | use
all forms of transit. | walk, | use
the train, the subway, the buses. I
have a Citibank -- Citi Bi ke menbership
and my own bike.

| also own a small car, which
pay to have garaged. | work as an
actor in television and film And
unfortunately, | am aging and there's a
| ot |l ess work for me than there used to
be. The reason that | am able to eke
out my meager living and just qualify
again for nmy health insurance is
because | have my car. Production wil
hire me because they want the car on
camera or | am able to self-report to a
| ocation that's inaccessi ble by mass
transit.

Now, would | |ike |Iess congestion
in Hell's Kitchen? Of course | woul d.
But when | spoke at -- | think it was

the first Zoom neeting on congestion
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pricing | ast year, | was upset at the

t hought of being exorbitantly charged
for a problem | wasn't really creating
because nmy car is being paid for in a
garage. But to hear now that there is
an aimto charge vehicles per day that
they're in the zone whether or not
they're being driven is astoundi ngly
wrong. It is astoundingly unequitabl e,
astoundi ngly unfair.

And for many of us who live here
in the zone, this is going to make it
extremely -- for |ower inconme people,
extremely difficult for us to make ends
meet. And the repercussions of that
m ght very well be a huge new burden on
city government and state federal
progranms that we may need to reach out
to and utilize to keep a roof over our
heads.

| mean, has anybody consi dered
this? |If there is not a conplete
exemption for |ower income people,
don't mean a tax credit, | mean an

exemption. And one of nmy -- (audio
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I nterruption) -- this, my neighbors and
. And they pointed out to ne the
ot her day that if we are being gouged
with a charge every single day, we may
as well drive every single day to do
errands or for any reason. W can't
afford to give the MIA anot her subway
fee or -- or Citi Bike charge when we
are already paying for our vehicles
whet her we drive or not. SO0 you get
nore congesti on.

MS. FLAX: Please conclude your
remar ks.

PAI GE ALENI US: More congesti on.
Not | ess.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Morgan Adzei,
foll owed by Donald Al berti.

Mor gan, you may unnute yourself
and begin your remarks.

MORGAN ADZEI : Hi, guys. So |I've
had the | uxury of hearing a | ot of
peopl e speak el oquently. My nane is

Morgan, |I'm a son of Gotham born in
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Manhattan. | think that the congestion
pricing overall is very inconsiderate.
| think it's overall a cash grab, |ike

many peopl e have sai d.

During the pandemc, | had
traveled to the city just to watch the
change. Because | was born here for 45
years. And the city was enpty.
Particularly CBD district, which was --
and | do commercial |easing -- which
was totally vacant of |ife because all
of the properties there have been
converted to strictly commerci al .
That's anot her conversati on.

Caregivers, bus drivers,
residents who pay rent and live on the
I sl and of Manhattan should not be
broken up into below 60th or above
60th. It should be one island and not
a dime should come from anyone t hat
lives on the island at the bare
m ni mum

Regardi ng some of the statenments
t hat ot her peopl e made regarding the

MITA and where they're pulling this fund
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from | think quite frankly that they
shoul d be audited. Some of the
salaries within the MIA are exorbitant.
We really appreciate those peopl e who
stayed down there under those tunnels.
Who wants to do that on a daily basis?
God bl ess them But at the same time,
we have to take account that this
systemis not going to be funded by
peopl e who are out and aboveground. It
Is not fair, it is not right. You have
many people here who have gotten cars
because they do not believe in the
system that's bel owground because it's
gui te dangerous.

| think there have been sonme
entitled comments by people who said |
can get on my bike, | can get on this.
But you go ahead and do that. The
80-year-old |lady who has to go to
di al ysis, she's not doing this. | was
a caregiver for my nmom | really
resonated with that gentleman very
early on this morning who al so

expressed this.
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| think there is a way for you
guys to grab sonme cash. |In Zurich,
t hey have a system where residenti al
parking permts are for certain cars.
You have many people parking -- sorry.
You have many people parking cars, to
give you an exanple, commercial trucks
| i ke that, things that shouldn't be on
t he sidewal k where people can have good
par ki ng spaces. Sone of these people
also come from out of state, and they
| eave their cars so they can maneuver
in the city.

If you guys gave sone residenti al

parking and it's quite scary to think
t hat crossing The High Line, there's a
camera between 12th and 11th Avenue
that's going to be flagging my car. |
mean, that's not a way to live. the
city has changed too much. And the son
of Got ham says, guys, figure out a
better way.

My 30 seconds, | shall yield to

sonebody el se because | was waiting al

day and | like the other |ady said,
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bat hroom breaks are inmportant.

Chow, everybody.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

The next speaker is Donal d
Al berti, followed by Brian Hess.

Donal d, you may unnmute yourself
and begin your remarks.

DONAL ALBERTI: Did | just hear
that there's a proposal to tax vehicles
that are in garages if they're unused
on a daily basis?

Well, any way, | have lived bel ow
Houston Street since 1977. | n which
time | moved to New York City in search
of a community of |ight-m nded artists
and intellectuals. [|I'ma menmber of the
9/11 World Trade Center Survivors
Heal th Program and so far a cancer
survivor. |'"'m 71, retired and living
on a fixed income of Social Security
and a small pension.

In 2014, aware that the
rent-stabilized loft rental where I
mai nt ai ned my painting studio at home

for 35 years and raised a son was

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 31, 2022
446

unsust ai nabl e due to inevitable |uxury
decontrol. | | ooked for an alternative
retirement solution, which resulted in
nmoving to a much smal l er apartment in
the Hillman co-ops on Grand Street.
It's two bl ocks by foot fromthe FDR
or a half mle or two-mnute drive to
t he nearest FDR entrance at Montgomery
Street.

After a two-year wait list, a
par ki ng spot opened for nme in the
Hi Il mn garage. \When | gave up ny
studio on Crosby Street, | noved to a
| ocation, a studio |ocation outside of
Manhattan that | could afford. 1'm a
CBD resident that was -- that uses a
vehicle to drive to my work studio and
return to New York City. There's no
public transportation available to
reach my workplace. So now | have a
reverse conmute and operate my vehicle
In an un-congested are of the zone for
| ess than ten m nutes during a round
trip over a course fromthe FDR Grand

Street exit or the Montgomery Street
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entrance to my co-op garage. WIIl | be

charged twice for operating my vehicle

exiting the zone and on nmy return home?

Forty-six dollars to | eave and return
home?

Some mght say it's entitled or
| uxury to drive and have a studi o out
of town. But the luxury for me was to
have a live/work studio in New York

City which | could afford at the time,

and required no driving. |I'mnot a fan

of auto culture or driving. | had to
drive in New York City as a sal esman.
Driving is a liability. I'ma
proponent of public transportation and
t he goals for reducing New York City
traffic to mtigate harmful effects of
poll ution and carbon em ssions.

If there's to be congestion
pricing, |'m appealing for a
resi dential exemption or consideration
simlar to the residential parking tax
exemption. How many vehicles are
regi stered to addresses in the zone?

What's the data show? Or consider a
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t echnol ogical solution in which the
EZ- Passes configure the time, nmotion
and di stance and peak, off-peak hours
and charge accordingly. As a matter of
fairness and equity, five m nutes on
t he periphery should not be equival ent
of four to 12 hours in congested areas.
| al so have concerns about the
constitutionality in the use of
tracking data, which could be used in
unknown future ways, but that's a
subject for a separate forum

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

MR. OLIVA: Allison De Cerreno
has informed me that she would |ike to
correct some statements that several
speakers have made. So | will | et
Al l'ison De Cerreno state that now.

DR. DE CERRENO: Thank you. And
t hank you again, everyone, as we are
listening to the comments. We really
appreci ate your staying here all day
with us.

| would Iike to just take a
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moment to correct some information
that's been said a few tinmes. And you
can see this in the EA. We will not be
charging for the vehicles that remain
parked entirely during a day within a
garage or even on a street. They wl|
only be charged, as we described, for
entering or remai ning when they're
novi ng. So those of you who have
expressed some concerns that you wil
be charged a toll while your vehicle is
in a garage and has not been used, you
will not be getting a charge for that.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Our next speaker is
Brian Hess, followed by Alex Wntz.

Our next speaker and 275th on the
list is Alec -- excuse me -- Alex
W nt z.

ALEX W NTZ: Yes. Hi. Can you
hear me?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

ALEX W NTZ: Thank you.

l*m sorry, |I'mnot on video

anynore. But |I'm actually driving
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right nowin the CBD. | just pulled
over, actually. And |I'mdriving right
NOoWw. | do not want to drive right now,
but I'mdriving right now to go to

wor k.

Now, what is it that | do for
work? |'m a professional nusician.
I|'ma jazz nusici an. | play guitar and
|*ve played at all of the major nusical
venues that New York has to offer.
Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, et
cetera. However, all of who are
musi ci ans don't just play at places
li ke that all the time. W play at a
| ot of bars and clubs and restaurants
in the CBD. And a |lot of us Ilike
nmysel f have to bring heavy, expensive
equi pment around after-hours,
especially during rush hour on a train.

So right now, in nmy car, | have a
guitar, expensive guitar. | have an
expensi ve guitar amp, and | have an anp
cart. And | also have a case with
guitar pedals in it. So that's about,

you know, 40, 50 pounds of gear that |
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wi Il be | ogging back and forth. | have
one gig from6:00 to 9:00, and then
have another from 10: 00 to 1:00.

So, you know, | just want that
t he panel to consider the fact that a
| ot of what makes the CBD and New Yor k
City so great, the music industry is
going to be suffering fromthis.
Because base pl ayers, drunmers,
keyboard player, DJs, we don't -- we
can't take our equipnent on a train.
We -- we have to use a car. | do not
want to have to take a car.

And al so the part that was kind
of disturbing to me to find out about
today is that -- so when |I get out of
my work today around 2:00 a.m, when
there's no cars out, | will still be
charged again when nobody is on the
road. That just seens pretty unfair to
t hose of us who work in entertainment,
night life and -- and something -- a
| ot of the things that make New York
City so great, right.

So | ask the panel, next time you
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go to see a nusical event and you see a
band up there with big instruments and
you say how did they get there? Well,
most of the time we get there by
driving. So, you know -- and the | ast
thing I'll say too is that | made an
I nvestment during COVID to stay in New
York City when a | ot of my nusical
brothers |l eft because it got too
expensive. And so | live further out
in the Bronx because it's nore
expensive to live here. And the
i dea -- | understand that there are
some househol ds that earn 60,000 and
i ndi vi dual s earn 60, 000. But | suggest
you do some research as to how much it
cost to live in New York City at the
noment when the credit exenptions
starts at 60,000 a year.

Thank you. Consider the arts and
entertai nment. Have a good day.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is JoAnn
Roberts, followed by Cindy Sol orzano.

Our next speaker is Cindy
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Sol orzano, followed by Joseph Barnore.
Ci ndy, you may begin your
remarks. Cindy, you are unnuted. But
we can't hear you. You may begin your

remar ks.

Unfortunately, because we can't
hear your remarks, we'll have to come
back to you. W can see you. Can you
try unmuting again?

Cl NDY SOLORZANO: Hel | o.

MS. FLAX: We can hear you.

Cl NDY SOLORZANO: Okay. Hi.
Good afternoon. M name is Cindy
Solorzano. |I'ma resident in Queens.
| fully support congestion pricing. |
al so support exenptions for yellow and
green taxis. | support exenptions for
not orcycl es that are electric and to
di sabl ed plates. And possibly a tax
credit for people in the arts.

| own a car, but | don't drive it
all the time because | |live near a
train station. That said, the train
stops running in the evenings, right.

Li ke weekends or |ate at night.
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Everyt hing gets delayed. And | really
am excited for the subway system and

the buses to get better. And |

really -- | trust you guys that you are

going to do a great job to benefit
people in the boroughs, in New Jersey,
and Long I sl and.

Anyone that takes public
transportation should be nade to see
the difference that they're going to
experience. | feel |like the phrase
your taxes at work is just kind of a
j oke to people when they think that
nothing is being done with the noney
they' re paying, that we are paying, to
be adm ni stered and | think that you
should focus on a canpaign that shows
people that the alternative to not do
anything and to not contribute to
saving the planet is not good. It's
al ready not good.

We -- we are -- we're not being
seen -- we are not being made to see
what the difference is going to be.

And the benefits that everyone,
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everyone that has spoken in these
meetings that has a condition, that
doesn't feel safe in the subway right
now, that they feel like -- they --

| have heard this, we have to
pay. Wy do | have to pay? Wiy should
| pay? MWhy should I -- | -- 1. New
York takes pride in being a conmmunity.
We have gone through a | ot of things.
| was displaced during Hurricane Sandy,
and | was hel ped by ny friend, by ny
nei ghbors. | was here for 9/11 and |
saw solidarity. And | know that if New
Yorkers can be made to see the
difference in how much they're going to
hel p every comunity, what affects
people in Queens affects people in
Downt own Manhattan. \What affects
people in the Bronx is going to affect
people in the Upper West Side, in the
Upper East Side. |If we can be nmade
seen that our contributions are going
to be put to work and are going to make
t he planet a better place and our

nei ghbors safer, | think that you are
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going to be very successful.

Forget about London. New York.
We are good at this. W can support
each other. | really think so. And I
really have faith that this is going to
hel p everybody. Even the peopl e that
right now don't see it. | know that
they're going to see the benefits. But
it's your job to informthem of what
t hose benefits are going to be.
Canpai gni ng throughout. Please do it.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

The next speaker is Joseff
Barmore, followed by Craig Siel.

JOSEFF BARMORE: Hell o, can you
hear me?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

JOSEFF BARMORE: Okay. M nanme
Is Joseff Barmore. Good norning --
good afternoon and thank you for the
space to share our thoughts on
congestion pricing.

| currently live in Westchester,

near the Bronx, and | worked in New
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York City for over 12 years. | like
the idea of getting rid of congestion
in the city as |'ve spent innumerable
hours stuck in traffic. | also Iike
t he potential positive environmental
I mplications, but | do not feel that it
shoul d be burden of the citizens that
al ready have some of the highest tax
burdens in the country to further fund
the MTA at this time. Especially at a
time when inflation is at an all-time
hi gh, and affordability is a major
I ssue to many in the tristate area.

The MTA receives billion --
received billions in pandemc aid to
bal ance their budget, in part because
of the loss of ridership. Every year
since 2009, the MIA has raised fares to
bal ance their budgets. Out of all the
money the MTA brings in, | don't
believe the cost of operation matches
the services that many every-day
patrons get.

Congestion pricing | believe is

supposed to raise about a billion
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dollars a year. How nuch of that
billion dollars is actually going to
use for the projects that are proposed
and not get stuck in operational costs
and ot her waste. W' ve often seen MIA
projects and general infrastructure
projects in New York City go insanely
over budget and conmpl etion of
timelines. New York City and state

t axpayers al ready pay hundreds of tax
subsidies to the MIA every year,

whet her we use it or not.

From a personal standpoint, no
matter how much nmoney we give the MIA,
service does not seemto inprove nuch
and in certain areas, the system has
declined, in my opinion.

| think nmost people with the
means woul dn't m nd doing their part
with congestion pricing that was a few
dollars, but these fees up to $23 a day
potentially will keep the | owest inconme
wor kers off the roads and put those who
have no choice under greater financia

dur ess.
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Wth my current job, I'"mon the
road before 5:00 a.m and to ny
destination before nmuch of the traffic
even began. | was al so considering
purchasing a fuel-efficient car to help
t he environment and cut down on ny own
personal gas cost. | believe a person
Is not a part of the direct problem
t hey should get discounts on these
fees. Twenty-three dollars a day is
about 460 a month or about 5500 a year.
It's outlandish fees of prices to take
on for a famly.

Furthernmore, | believe in order
to force people off the roads, you need
to provide better alternatives. I
would love it if there was clean,
reliable public transportation. But
t hat does not currently exist, fromny
st andpoi nt of taking public
transportation.

Prior to living in Westchester, |
was a long-tinme resident of New Jersey.
| used to participate in the carpool

rule -- three or nore people, you can
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get a discount on your tolls. This
essentially allowed us to save nmoney
and decrease the amount of vehicles on
t he road. But this practice has been
di scouraged many tinmes in the past and
now cancel ed since all the new tol
systems have been put into place.

Woul d it be inmpossible to
i nnovate a systemwith the Port
Aut hority where they can bring this
back?

Pl ease consi der greatly reducing
t he congestion cost or at |east giving
better alternatives and incentives that
woul d achi eve sim | ar goals.

Thank you very nmuch and enjoy the
rest of your time here.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Craig Siel,
foll owed by our 280th speaker, Justin
Gundl ach.

Craig, you may unnmute yourself
and begin your remarks.

CRAI G SIEL: Thank you very much.

Good afternoon. |I'm Craig Siel.
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live and work within the proposed
Central Business District. ' m an MTA
transportation rider and supporter.
Though | also wal k, ride bicycles, such
as Citi Bike. And |I'ma motorcycle
rider, weather-permtting, wthin and
around Manhattan and to the other
boroughs, as well as getting outside of
the city.

As a resident within the proposed
CBD area, | don't believe that it would
be fair for me to pay a toll to travel
i n and out of my nei ghborhood that |
live in when using my motorcycl e and/ or
to pay when com ng back in to just park
my notorcycle in a garage that |
al ready pay for and pay tax on.
al ready pay enough taxes to live here,
plus tolls when | use the bridges and
tunnels to enter into the city from out
of state.

| find many of the comments and
statements of my fellow New York City
resi dents and commuters that have

spoken thus far and a | ot of cases to
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be somewhat inflated or unsubstanti ated
wi t hout noting verifiable preferences.
Though | would |like to appl aud the
efforts of Zaire Baptiste and Aaron

Bl oom where | thought their coments
were right on.

Wth that said, |I'monce again
advocating for exemption of motorcycles
fromthe CBD tolling. Motorcycles not
only do not contribute to the factors
t hat would warrant CBD tolling |ike
par ki ng, congestion, air quality stress
on our infrastructure, but rather
not orcycles help to alleviate them |
haven't seen any reports or studies
t hat specifically indicate that
not orcycl es contri bute to any of the
factors that woul d again warrant
congestion pricing for them

Most, if not all the cities
around the world exenpt notorcycles
from congestion pricing, and there's no
reason why New York City should not
follow suit. Congestion pricing

studi es referenced within the Board's
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presentations and studies that were
shared exempt motorcycles. Stockholm
exenmpts motorcycl es. London exenpts
mot orcycl es, providing they meet the
m ni mum EU em ssions or they pay an
ultra low em ssion fee zone or fee for
t hat said zone. Most notorcycl es
manuf actured after July 2007 adhere to
t hose standards.

Some tal king points to note,
virtually every municipality around the
worl d where congestion pricing has been
| mposed exenpts notorcycl es.

Mot orcycl es i ndisputably reduce traffic
congestion. Motorcycles are

I mpressively fuel efficient, and
produce significantly | ess greenhouse
gases as conmpared to cars. Motorcycles
are lightwei ght and do | ess wear and
tear on the roads. Two-wheel vehicles
take up a small fraction of space when
par ked.

Al so, moving forward, if there
was | egalization of |lane splitting as

done in several other cities and around
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the world, that would further assist
with congestion.

There's a good study --

MS. FLAX: Pl ease concl ude your
remar ks.

CRAI G SI EL: Sure.

There's a study out of California
that is well known about |ane splitting
and the safety of that.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Justin
Gundl ach, followed by Al ec Raggio.

Our next speaker is Alec Raggi o,
foll owed by Harry Schwartz.

Our next speaker is Harry
Schwartz, followed by Tony Thonpson.

Our next speaker is Tony
Thompson, foll owed by our 284th
speaker, Ben Garron-Cai ne.

Our next speaker is Ben
Garron-Caine, followed by Allie Ryan.

Ben, you may unnute yourself and
begi n your remarks.

BEN GARRON- CAI NE: Hi . | woul d

li ke to recommend the inmplementation of
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congestion pricing w thout exenptions.

| ama, nore or less a lifelong
resident of Kings and Queens counti es.

| currently work on the weekends and do
ride a bicycle into the -- into the
Metropolitan Museum of Art. So through
t he Central Business District.

And | think that the benefits of
congestion pricing outweigh any of the
negative effects that the previous
speakers have mentioned. |
particularly find spurious the argunment
t hat congestion pricing negatively
affects working class and i mm grant
people. And that's been stated several
ti mes today, including by the speaker
representing the I ndependent Drivers'
Gui | d.

| have lived in an inmm grant
nei ghbor hood and the stat has been
stated previously, that more than
90 percent of |ow-income people by
t hese studies nmeasured use transit to
access the Central Business District

and not private vehicles.
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So | think we need to be truthful
about our statistics before we can have
any reasonabl e debate. l"d also like
to mention that in 2016, the then mayor
of New York City, along with the
council speaker at the time, proposed a
cap on Uber and for-hire vehicles. The
cap woul d have elim nated expansi on of
the for-hire vehicle black fleet to
one percent a year, and would have
created a cap at 80,000. And as sone
speakers have mentioned earlier, we are
now at 90, 000.

So it's unfortunate that our
| egi sl atures who have expressed di smay
about congestion pricing, people like
Assenmbly Menmber Weprin and Council woman
Br ooks- Powers weren't on the front
lines in 2016, trying to help the mayor
and trying to help the speaker of the
city council get passed |egislation
t hat woul d have had vision in limting
all these taxis in Manhattan and all
these for-hire vehicles, which are now

causi ng congestion and -- and -- and
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creating the probl ens.

That's all | want to say. I
t hank you for the time and | vyield.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Allie Ryan,
foll owed by Ahmad Saeed.

ALLI E RYAN: Hell o. Can you hear

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

ALLI E RYAN: Okay. Hel | o. Wy
name is Allie Ryan, and ny famly lives
in the Lower East Side. | am
testifying against congestion pricing
again today, | testified yesterday,
even though | am a pedestrian, a
bi cyclist and | use the MIA. This is a
war on the m ddle class, on
fixed-income people, on the backbone of
Manhattan, its residents.

The hi gh-income,
financially-secured Manhattanites and
t he non-residents activists who believe
this tax on the average citizens is
sonme virtuous solution for gl obal

warm ng are naive and anti New YorKker.
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Congestion pricing is really
about creating a new income stream for
t he MTA, not solving congestion. How
is $18.6 billion not enough to run the
MITA? MTA and recent New York City
policies, are causing nmore congesti on.
The MTA presentation focuses on drivers
comng into the Central Business
District, yet many people are working
renotely. And according to the city,
New York City's office occupancy just
reached 41 percent in June 2022. \Which
makes me question why conmuters are
conveyed as congestion villains in the
Envi ronment al Assessment, and that the
MTA congestion pricing income stream
will be significantly | owered than
proj ect ed.

Politicians must start taking
public transportation and paying for it
out of their own pockets before we wil
take them serious or consider
reelecting them Ridership is at
60 percent of pre-2020 |levels and fare

evasi ons costing hundreds of mllions
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of doll ars.

| have found nmyself in unsafe
situations recently on the subways and
Il will not be taking themwi th nmy eight
and ten-year-old daughters until the
MTA and transit police can properly use
t heir budgets and deal with crime on
subways.

There's an unconci ousful (sic)
absence in the MIA presentation on how
congestion pricing will affect
residents who live in the Central
Busi ness District. 1'd |like to share
how congestion pricing would inmpact ny
fam|y.

My husband is a freel ance
el ectrician and works within the five
boroughs at odd times of the day. And
I f my husband pays a congestion fee to
| eave our nei ghborhood and return home,
it has a real financial impact on ny
famly, which equates to $230 a week,
and then nmultiplied by 50 weeks,
$11,500 a year.

We have already cut our expenses
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to the essential and we pay our fair
share of taxes. This is a war on
| ow-i ncome and m ddl e-i ncome residents
who have chosen to not --

MS. FLAX: Pl ease conclude your
remar ks.

ALLI E RYAN: -- city.

Fix the MIA, respect New Yorkers
and their different stories --

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Ahmad Saeed,
foll owed by Breogan Vasquez.

Our next speaker is Breogan
Vasquez, followed by Daniel Reid.

BREOGAN VASQUEZ: Hi . Good
afternoon. Can you hear me?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

BREOGAN VASQUEZ: Thank you very

much. First, thank you for all the

moderators for

you were able

staying with us. | hope

to get sonme food at sone

poi nt and also to the transl ator.

hope you were

able to eat sonmething.

l'"'ma father of two. | am a

sufferer from

a debilitating tinnitus,
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which is basically ringing in nmy ears.
| feel like | have a train whistle in
my ears, and | am not able to take
public transportation. It is so
debilitating that | had to quit ny
full-time job, and now | work as a
part-time professor at Rutgers. And |
al so teach self defense and for rape
prevention for wonmen in Brooklyn.

Il live in the congestion area.
Some of us do not have the ability to
t ake public transportation. And to ne,
frankly, what | understand a | ot of the
other inmplications, it is somewhat
shocki ng that we have not seen anyt hing
regardi ng exemptions with people with
disabilities like myself. That | used
to take public transportation, but |
just can't do that anynmore. And this
I's not because | don't want to. lt's
because | can't.

So how can we not talk to people
| i ke myself, people that have autism
peopl e that have cl austrophobi a.

Peopl e have menti oned that they are
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suffering from cancer. A |ot of people
that are COVID -- that they're very

vul nerable to COVID that cannot take
public transportation because they're
going to be exposed.

This will be a very limted --
have a very limted econom c affect
because there's not that many of us.
But, it will make a huge life
di fference for some of us that are
suf fering, and some of us that have
very debilitating diseases. | heard
somebody also with multiple sclerosis,
et cetera.

On a nmore general level, as a
person of the -- that lives in the
zoni ng question, any time | take ny
car, | go form Avenue B to the FDR. I
am contributing -- |'mcontributing
very mnimally to the actual
congestion. Yet, in a |lot of your
plans, I'mgoing to be taxed and I'm
going to be charged for going from
Avenue B to the FDR the same exact

amount that an Uber car that is picking
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up 20, 30 rides and is also driving
around the congestion area, while
listening -- while waiting for those.

So how can 30 people that are
taki ng Uber rides that are creating
much nore congestion than | am not
participate in this anti-congestion
policy. So from an econom ¢ point of
view, which by the way, this is what |
teach at Rutgers, this makes no sense
that the people that are creating the
problem which are the Uber riders, are
in a lot of -- in some of your plans,
are being taxed the same thing that a
person |ike nmyself that only goes from
Avenue B to the FDR

And finally -- and also the truck
drivers, while again, | do understand
t he econom c consequences of taxing
deliveries, the major culprits of
congestion are truck drivers that are
doubl e- parked and are taking sometines
one | ane one side, and one | ane on the
ot her side and creating the congestion.

So please take this into account
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as you |l ook at your econom c
proj ections.
And finally, if | coul

Al'lison, when you said about

d clarify,

peopl e

driving in and also driving within the

zone, | didn't understand whet her there

was j ust

people com ng in or

driving

within the zone.

Because | have

to

nove nmy car for alternative parKking

every two days, and

shoul d be taxed for

it's something that

| don't think

nmovi ng nmy car

the city is

I
i f

mandating me to do.

Thank you so much for

your time.

| really appreciate the opportunity to

talk to you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Daniel Reid,

foll owed by Anna Kokki nis.

Our next speaker is An

na

Kokki nis, followed by Benjamn

Tol enti no.

Our next speaker is Benjamn

Tol entino, followed by our 291st

speaker, Gregory Cohen.
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Our next speaker is Gregory
Cohen, followed by Laneya W es.

Gregory, you may unnute yourself
and begin your remarks.

GREGORY COHEN: Thank you for the
opportunity to testify today. "' m Greg
Cohen, government affairs
representative for Greyhound Lines.
Greyhound's |l argest hub in North
America is |ocated at the Port
Aut hority bus termnal. MIllions of
our passengers arrive and depart there
each year. W have a 108-year history
as an affordable transportation
provi der that serves the public, and we
are strengthened by our fully unionized
driver and mechani c workforce.

In London, Singapore, and
St ockhol m congestion pricing
specifically exenpts | arge buses from
their pricing scheme, and our biggest
concern is that there are nore
scenarios in this EA that do not exenpt
i nner city buses than that do. That

bei ng said, two scenarios, B and F do
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appear to exenpt buses. So these would
be our preference at this tine.

Regar dl ess of which option is
ultimately selected, inner-city buses
t hat serve the public on a fixed
schedul e must be exenpted for the
foll owi ng reasons:

First, for nost inner-city trips,
t hey provide the most affordabl e and
nost carbon intensive transportation
option to consumers. Bus riders carbon
footprint in an inner-city bus is
average occupancy is a mere zero point
one seven pounds per mle, the small est
footprint of any mode for a person
traveling alone or with a conmpani on.

As buses pull up per passenger
em ssions drop further.

The key objective of congestion
pricing is to reduce em ssions of VMI,
our buses carry 50 people and can take
50 cars off the record.

I n keeping with that objective,
tolling the buses make no sense.

Second, we have serious concerns
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that the EA' s environmentally justice
section completely m ssed any

di scussi on analysis of the inmpacts of
pricing on inner-city bus passengers.
It's astonishing actually because |
know we commented on this in scoping.

The majority of Greyhound's
custonmers are mnorities. Most earn
| ess than $35, 000 a year, and tolls
paid by Greyhound have to be passed
onto those custoners.

Third, Greyhound and all cl ass
one schedul e service bus conmpani es are
now one hundred percent ADA accessi ble
with wheelchair lifts. Wth many nore
passengers wi thout wheel chairs that
al so have special needs.

EA recogni zes that vehicles with
di sabl ed pl ates should be exenpt, but
fully accessible buses |Iike Greyhound
do not display these plates, while
hiring high frequency of passengers who
qualify for such permts if they were
in a car. Clearly, ADA compliant buses

should be exempt |ike any other vehicle
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1 that carries -- regularly carries

2 di sabl ed passengers.

3 Fourth, under federal |aw, there
4 I's not specific |language requiring tol
5 equity between publically operated

6 buses and FHWA sponsored projects.

7 Al t hough this project is being

8 devel oped as part of the valued pricing
9 program The toll equity provisions

10 from sections 129 and 166 still apply.
11 Finally, the goal of congestion
12 pricing should be to reduce the nunber
13 of cars and trucks in M dtown and

14 Downt own. Buses entering M dtown are
15 critically beneficial. Our buses have
16 no ot her reasonabl e option that could
17 avoi d congestion north of 59th Street
18 because our -- no other facility can

19 handl e things -- buses |ike the Port

20 Aut hority.

21 MS. FLAX: Pl ease conclude your
22 remar ks.

23 GREGORY COHEN: Thank you again
24 for the opportunity to raise these key
25 points, and we'll have written
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testimony.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Laneya W/ es,
foll owed by Elizabeth Pugh.

Our next speaker is Elizabeth
Pugh, followed by Steve Si biga.

Our next speaker is Steve Sibiga,
foll owed by Sharon Wnne- Car mona.

Our next speaker is Sharon
W/nne- Carmona, followed by Barry
Genessen.

Our next speaker is Barry
Genessen, followed by Renee St.
Jacques.

Our next speaker is Renee St.
Jacques, followed by our 298th speaker,
Ef rai m Aar on.

Renee? You may - -

RENEE ST. JACQUES: Hi, yes.

MS. FLAX: You may begin your
remar ks.

RENEE ST. JACQUES: Hel | o. Hi ,
yes. This is Renee St. Jacques. |I'm
wi th New York Farm Bureau, associate

director of policy. New Yor k Farm
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Bureau is the state's | argest
agricultural advocacy organi zation. W
represent farmers from across the
agricultural community in New York,
clean dairy farmers, fruits, vegetable
growers, maple producers, |ivestock
farms, bee keepers. So many. And many
of these farmers are concerned about
the tolls they will have to pay as they
transport food products into the
central business district.

We recogni ze the purpose of
congestion pricing, but it is also
| nperative that New York farmers can
af fordably transport New York food
products throughout New York City. The
pandem ¢ has shown the inportant role
of New York farms in conbating food
I nsecurity. Especially in urban areas.
Central Business District does include
farmers' markets, including Union
Square Green MarKket. This market is
open Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays,
Sat urdays year round. And during the

peak season, there are nmore than 140
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farmers, many of them New York farmers,
selling their products to nore than
60, 000 people visiting the market.

Farmers participating in this
mar ket and others will have to pay
these tolls each time they bring their
products to sell. So instead of
I ncreasing the transportati on cost for
farmers and creating nmore barriers to
conmbating food insecurity, the New York
Farm Bureau recommends the
establishment of a toll exenption for
agricultural vehicles transporting farm
products into the Central Business
Di strict.

We urge you to take into
consi deration the negative inmpact these
proposed tolls will have on New York
farmers and their ability to provide
fresh farm products to food insecure
resi dents of New York City.

Thank you very nuch for your time
and consi derati on of these coments.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Efraim Aaron,
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foll owed by Andrea Kaye.

Ef rai m Aaron?

Our next speaker is Andrea Kaye,
foll owed by our 300th speaker, Rona
Rubi nst ei n.

Andrea, you may unnute yourself
and begin your remarks.

ANDREA KAYE: Can you hear me?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

ANDREA KAYE: Ckay. My name is
Andrea Kaye, and | was born, raised and
continue to live in Brooklyn. 1I'm
strongly agai nst congestion pricing.
Several of the many issues surrounding
congestion pricing include, congestion
pricing is nothing nmore than anot her
money grab, another tax against the
al ready financially burdened | ower and
m ddl e cl asses. And nuch of the
congestion is a result of the 80,000
pl us Uber and Lyft vehicles. Start by
elimnating the number of these
vehicles in the city.

Addi tional major contributors

I nclude m ddl e of the street parking
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cl asses, bicycle dockings stations and
di ni ng sheds, anong many ot hers. |
you are renoving |lanes from autonobile
travel, how can you not expect nore
congestion? Road and utility repairs
and mai ntenance that block | anes and
roadways are another constant that
create congestion. Some of these
repairs have been going on for years.
It seems to be never-ending.

Bi cycling has been suggested as
an alternative to autos. Other than
t he most passionate bicyclists, how
many people are really going to bicycle
into the city fromthe outer boroughs?
Especially in the winter and in
I ncl ement weat her. And what financi al
contribution do bicyclists really nmake
to the city? Autonmobile owners
contribute to city and transportation
costs with payments fromdriver's
| i censes, registrations, inspections,
gas, parking garages, as well as taxes
applied to utility bills. \What

financial contributions to bicyclists
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make? Since they are using many of the

sane facilities as cars, they too
shoul d be paying for the use of the

roadways and bri dges.

It's nice to be young and in good

physi cal condition. But how will these

people react to the price gouging if
they or famly or friends becone

physically Iimted and can no | onger

bi cycle or take mass transit. And what
about consideration for the elderly and

t he di sabled. And to the young man who

earlier today told people to use
doctors in Brooklyn and Queens, how
dare you. And to avoid this proposed
23-dollar toll, those who can, wil
avoid comng into the city to get to
the tunnels and bridges, and increase
traffic inclusion in the outer
boroughs. Especially the Cross Bronkx,
the Staten |sland Expressway, the BQE,
the Belt, the Gowanus and many ot hers.
Once delivery and hone services
are required to pay this additional

toll, who do you think is going to
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ultimately pay for this? Of course
it's the residents of all of Manhattan.
And you know it will be passed along to
t he people in the outer boroughs as
wel | .

As far as the MIA itself,
everyone knows nobody is held
accountable for costs. Anywhere from
the overblown salaries to the work
Itself. Why don't we know how the
billions of dollars that the MIA
received fromthe federal government
has been spent? And before tolling is
| npl emented, the MIA needs to document
each work effort, its detail cost and a
timeline. How soon after this tolling
effort is inplemented will we see
results. So fromthe start of tolling,
how and when will transportation be
I mproved for current and new riders --

MS. FLAX: Pl ease conclude your
remar ks.

ANDREA KAYE: And the | ast thing,
you know that tolls will be increased.

It won't take | ong.
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MS. FLAX: Thank you.

ANDREA KAYE: Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Our next speaker is
Rona Rubi nstein, followed by Jeff
Schwane.

RONA RUBI NSTEI N: Hel | 0?

MS. FLAX: You may begin your
remar ks.

RONA RUBI NSTEIN:  All right.
Well, first, my name i s Ron Rubinstein.
I*ve Iived al most 30 years in Brooklyn,
al most 20 years in Queens. | currently
live in Manhattan, and | travel to
Staten Island and the Bronx. Not just
for Yankee games.

| had submtted a question to the
panel because |1'd |ike to know where
you fol ks reside, what county you live
I n, whether you work in an office
currently and how you get to the
of fice. | hope you'll answer those
questions | ater on.

Because | live on the Upper East
Side and |'m going to tell you, what

you need first is additional traffic
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officers to control traffic. But t hey
must be trained and know what the hel
t hey're doing. Because soneti nes,
there's a traffic officer and he lets
peopl e bl ock the bl ocks.

| waited for a bus on
Third Avenue two weeks ago. That bus
on Third and East 38th Street, my bus
was held up for four |ights because the
box was bl ocked on East 36th Street.
There's no enforcement. Nobody really
gives a damm. All right? You have
doubl e- par ki ng. First Avenue used to
be a beautiful street to drive on. Now
you have a bike I ane, which frankly you
don't need except for delivery people
t here.

On the Lower East Side, when |
eat there, | see nunbers of people
using the bike lane. So next to the
bi ke | ane, on the Upper East Side,
there's a parking |lane. And all of a
sudden, First Avenue that had four
| anes is now down to two. And then we

have doubl e- par ki ng.
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So when sonmebody said about
19 percent of the New York bus | ane --
| mean, that's pretty damn good because
t he ot her boroughs don't need
congestion parking. They don't need
congestion pricing because they don't
have any traffic. So how can you give
us statistics of the difference in time
of bus. | ride the bus. They are damm
good with the bus | ane.

MS. FLAX: Please conclude your
remar ks.

RONA RUBI NSTEIN:  We don't need a
bus |l ane -- two bus | anes on Lexington
Avenue.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Jeff Schwane,
foll owed by Shane McMorrow.

Our next speaker is Shane
McMorrow, followed by John Banzer.

Our next speaker is John Banzer,
foll owed by Sonal Jessel.

John, you may unmute yourself and
begi n your remarks.

JOHN BANZER: Can you hear me?
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MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

JOHN BANZER: Excellent. How are
you? | have a -- |I'm conpletely
agai nst the congestion charging for a
number of reasons. They are -- we've
reached a point of enforcement versus

enti cement and you can't enforce this

dream on people. You know, |I'm a
mentally disabled artist, |I'm a
write-in candi date for governor. |''m

not taking any money. Spell nmy nane
correctly in a box if you want to see
some fun stuff happening in November.
But everybody on this panel has to have
their -- their -- their private
I nvest ment portfolios torn apart.
Because if | find out anybody here has
been maki ng money off of Uber, Lyft, or
anything that's been going on
t hroughout the pandem c, we are going
to have bigger problens.

And sonmebody brought up an even
better point that | conmpletely gl ossed
over. If I find out so nmuch as one

first responder can't make it to their
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appoi nt ments because of this nonsense,
everybody involved with this is going
to be exconmmunicated with the city.
Because it's easier to not play with 30
peopl e such as yourselves and anybody
el se who fancies thenselves as a | eader
than it is to harm one nore person.

My dad was a first responder, a
sheet metal worker and a sandhog. He'd
been all -- to the depths of the city
and to the top. And the first thing he
said when he retired, never wanted to
go west of 110th again. Doesn't matter
what |I'"'mtrying to do or perform |
can't get anybody to go anywhere, to go
anywhere near the city. And |I'm stuck
out on this island. It's a none
starter. You are going to start a
fight with every construction worker in
the entirety of the surrounding area of
that city.

We are not paying anynore noney
to go to work. As an artist, | have a
right to take my drunk friends home

wi t hout it costing them four hundred
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doll ars total and three separate cabs.
| can't take my tools on the train as a
car penter. | can't take my tools on
the train as an artist because if the
train stops and my 50 pounds worth of
speakers or ny three-hundred pound

t ool box keeps going, it's going to kil
sonebody. It's not going to be pretty.
And the bad thing about a tool box is
once it starts and the drawers open,
guess what keeps flying out?
Everything that's in there.

So nmy goals for all of everybody
here, is for 40 percent reduction in
tolls across New York and the tristate
area, and you are going to make sure
that every single new train station is
a library. Because |I'm not giving a
billion dollars to be poured
underground as the sea levels are
ri sing. | f you can see how we've
al ready had to shut down the subways
due to inclement weather.

We don't have the -- we don't

have anything set up, and |'m not
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paying for it because you are going to
be calling people Ilike me to cone help
build it. " m not paying to go to

wor k. And that being said, you better
get an arny together because the first
person who is a single mom who gets
arrested because she couldn't pay to go
to work that person is getting ripped
in half.

You want to see fun? That's --
don't do that. Let's do sonething
productive |like putting solar panels on
Sunrise Hi ghway.

Thanks.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Sonal Jessel,
foll owed by Xiaoshu Chen.

Our next speaker is Xi aoshu Chen,
foll owed by Lionel Morales.

Our next speaker is Lionel
Mor al es, followed by our 307th speaker
on the list, Lopen Zuo.

LI ONEL MORALES: Hi . Can you
hear me?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.
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L1 ONEL MORALES: Thank you.

Good afternoon. M nanme is
Li onel Morales, and |I'mthe
communi cations, outreach and marketing
manager of the Black Car Fund. Thank
you for the opportunity to testify on
behal f of the black car industry at
t oday' s heari ng.

The Environmental Assessment
bef ore you now envi sions scenari os that
will impose significant harm on bl ack
car drivers. It acknow edges that the
tolling scenarios it envisions wl
have a di sproportionately high and
adverse affect on the taxi and for-hire
vehicle driver popul ations. That means
reduced wages and | ost jobs.

Under federal directives, no
program can proceed until those harns
are mtigated to the extent practical.
But the Environmental Assessnment before
you has not even began to do so. The
nmost obvious and effective mtigation
woul d be to exenpt for-hire vehicles

fromthe toll all together. An option
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that the Environmental Assessnment does
not meani ngfully consider. This is
conpletely arbitrary where the
assessment notes that an exenption
coul d be granted while maintaining the
progranms revenue goals.

This is a practicable mtigation
measure that the environment assessnent
declines to consider without
expl anation. At a mninum the agency
should reject any scenario that does
not include a once-a-day cap on tolls
charged to for-hire vehicles. Wiile a
cap woul d not be as effective as a
conpl ete exemption, it would at | east
reduce some of the harm the drivers
will suffer, which is more than can be
said for the so called mtigation
measures considered in the
Environmental Assessment. The
assessnment suggestion that efforts
shoul d be made to ensure that
passengers rather than drivers pay the
toll is hardly mtigation at all. It

does nothing to address the effect that

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Publ i c Hearing
August 31, 2022
495

such a policy would have on a demand
for taxi and for-hire vehicle services.
A toll is going to reduce the demand
for drivers. The drivers will pay the
price for that even if passengers
supposedly pay the toll.

The second mtigation measure
proposed, converting drivers to other
jobs, is a little more than wi shful
t hi nki ng. The assessnment suggests that
for-hire vehicle drivers who | ose their
j obs can work for the MIA or as a
para-transit driver. There is no
anal ysis as to whether the demand for
such drivers is sufficient to help the
number of drivers likely to lose their
j obs, nor is there any anal ysis of
whet her these new positions wil
provi de conpar abl e wages, | et al one
| i ving and working conditions. These
proposals simply do not satisfy the
m tigation requirement.

Not | ong ago, during the
pandem c, black car drivers were

consi dered essenti al workers. Now, in
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this assessnent, it seens that those
sanme drivers are expendable. No real

efforts are proposed to mtigate the

devastating affects the tolling program

will have on these drivers. And that's

contrary to multiple federal agency
directives. Also, it's just wrong.
The Environmental Assessnment as it's
written must be rejected.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Lopen Zuo,
foll owed by Erika Flores.

LOPEN ZUC: Hel | o. "' m Lopen,

and I|'m a resident of greater Harlem

I*"'m a high schooler at Stuyvesant High

School .
As someone that commutes the

Fi nancial District for school on
transit and bicycle, | have firsthand
experience of the negative affects of
traffic notor vehicles. Every day at
3: 35, thousand of student crowd onto
t he nearby sidewal k al ong Chanber

Street where vehicular traffic i s
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usually slower than the congo |ine of
students wal king to the subway. It's
excessive traffic, much of which is
caused by drivers that don't need to
drive, causes air and noise pollution
that affects students, residents and
wor kers alike.

New York City is extrenmely
vul nerable to climate change and ri sing
sea levels. So this form of pollution
reduction nust be inmplemented. An NYU
study of people comuting into
Manhattan Central Business District
found that only 11 percent or one in
ni ne people conmmute in Manhattan by
single person private vehicles, who are
di sproportionately wealthy.

The eight and a half percent of
peopl e that use sustainable climte
friendly nodes of transit use the great
public transit system biking, bike
sharing, wal king should be prioritized
over the small mnority of private
drivers. As one of the densest areas

in the world, cars should not have free
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access to Manhattan who was not built
for cars.

For exanple, the M22 and MO
buses, which |inks Stuyvesant and the
Fi nancial District with the |Iow income
nei ghbor hoods of the Lower Eastside and
Chi natown are often slower than wal ki ng
pace. As a pedestrian, on the same
half mle corridor, | often beat the
buses by two to three m nutes.
Essentially, the 25 people riding a bus
should be prioritized over the five
people in cars blocking the bus from
nmoving. Due to traffic, buses in the
CBD often operate only four mles an
hour, which is just over wal ki ng pace.

According to the DOT, bus speeds
have a constant decrease and travel
speeds within the CBD have declined by
25 percent since 2010. The extra
fundi ng caused by this programis
needed to inmprove our transit which has
been in dire need of funding, due to
years of underfunding fromthe federa

and state governnent.
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It is absolutely ridiculous to be
stuck north of Union Square on a train
for 20 mnutes due to switch problens.
Since many contributors in past
heari ngs conmpl ain about rise in crime,
| do want to point out that
statistically, the transit systemis
still much safer than trusting other
drivers which are possibly drunk,
sl eepy, texting or road raging from not
crushing into you.

However, | do have two conpl aints
to make. Stuyvesant is |ocated at
Chamber Street and the West Side
hi ghway, an intersection that is so
dangerous that when it was built, a
30 mllion-dollar bridge had to be
constructed so that the school's 3,500
students didn't have to cross 11 | anes
of absolute chaos. The West Side
Hi ghway is not a highway. It is not an
limted access road. There are
I ntersections everywhere. And
therefore, it should not be exenpted

fromthis plan.
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Pedestrians die crossing this
hi ghway, and it's a high speed road.
It's not a highway. Also, free parking
shoul d not be kept in neighborhoods
outside of the CBD, as the EA estimtes
that a |l ot of vehicles will be diverted
I nto nei ghborhoods outside of the CBD
And the city should not be providing
free real estate for drivers to park
their 2 tons bl ocks of metal.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Erika Flores,
foll owed by 30d.

Our next speaker is 30d,
foll owed by our 310th speaker on the
| i st, Robert D Angel o.

Our next speaker is Robert
D' Angel o, followed by Mary Perillo.

Our next speaker is Mary Perill o,
foll owed by Luigi Kapaj.

MARY PERI LLO: Can you hear me?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

MARY PERI LLO: Okay. My nane is

Mary Perillo, and I"'ma lifelong New
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Yorker living in Manhattan for 45 years
in the Financial District for the | ast
39 of them

| support the goals of reducing
pollution and mtigating congestion,
but | don't think this plan will do
that. |'m a serious wal ker,
occasionally use Citi Bike. But al nmost
every time | | eave nmy neighborhood,

t ake the subway.

| don't want to start with the
MTA, but | think this plan has been
| ooking in the wrong pockets. I n
recent years, there's a massive
increase in traffic downtown in the
smal | est streets on Manhattan i sl and,
and it happened when the city decided
to shove tens of thousands of bl ack
cars down our throats.

"' m having a problem because |
can't roll my -- uh-huh -- |I"'mjust
stuck in Zoomand | can't get ny Word
docunent .

Okay. So what my point is, is

that there's a way to do what London
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did and make certain -- certain --

l[*'m blowing my time. Let me see

If I can do it in -- the thing | just
sent out -- shoot -- open -- message
viewer -- nope. |I'mtrapped.

| am going to put it online and

give my time to soneone el se. ' m
sorry for my technical difficulty. It
will be in print.

MS. FLAX: Thank you. All
coments received in writing or at
hearings are consi dered equally and
we' |l make sure that you have the right
I nformati on about how to submt in
writing.

The next speaker is Luigi Kapaj,
foll owed by Tamr Adams-El.

The next speaker is Tamr
Adanms- El -- excuse me, is Luigi Kapaj.

LUl GI KAPAJ: Hi . My name is
Luigi Kapaj. |I'ma native New Yorker,
l'i felong, father of three kids. I
regularly drive because | need to. |
live in Staten Island. It's a

necessity. But | also use public
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transit whenever possible.

Before the | ockdowns for the
pandem c, | was in the city six days a
week using bus -- you know, using
express bus. And | am keenly aware
t hat one of the major problens with
this, is there is no viable
al ternatives.

Yeah, it may be great to use
your -- you know, to walk or bike if
you live in Manhattan and you are going
a few blocks away. But comng from
anot her borough, you are going, you
know, over several bridges, there's
no -- you know, there's no alternative
t hat conmpensates for being able to
drive.

Express bus service -- | nmean,

t he express bus service alone, they
elimnated every single stop that |
used. They elim nated the stop during
my weekend activities, they elimnated
the stop near my house. They
elimnated the stop near ny job. I

mean, it's just not a use -- you know,
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t hey made the service worse and they
i ncreased the tolls.

So how is that supposed to work,
you know, if congestion pricing is not
going to encourage someone to take the
bus when the bus doesn't suffice for
what they need.

You know, the other thing is |
live in Staten Island, but nmy kids go
to a citywi de school in another
borough. The DOE refuses to provide
yell ow bus transportation to across
boroughs. So | have to drive my Kkids
to school. | amnot sending ny
si x-year-old on a subway for a two-hour
commute, m nimum because it's not
In -- because it's not a direct, you
know, go to work pipeline. | have to
drive the kids to school.

I's there going to be an exenption
for this? Because if not, |'m | ooking
at an additional $4,000 a year just to
take nmy kids to school. And if the
stated purposes is to prevent people

fromusing cars, you are now telling me
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that | shouldn't take nmy kids to
school. That's a little ridiculous. |
mean, are you going to have passes for
people taking their kids to school s?
Exempti ons for that?

Now, if you really think about
It, we already have congestion pricing.
| come from Staten Island. There is no
way for me to drive fromone -- from
Staten Island to anywhere else in the
city without paying a toll. You know,
you are just tal king about increasing
the tolls and -- you know, dressing it
up. You are not doing anything that's
actually going to reduce congestion
here. You are just going to redirect
It, you going to put nore traffic in
ot her areas. That even your own nodel
says it's -- you're just going to nove
traffic around. You want |less cars in
Manhattan. Either they're going to go
In any way because they need to, or
they're just going to drive somewhere
el se.

Basically, bottomline, the city
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needs to be accessible to all
residents. This is a plan that's very
short sided. It only serves a few New
Yorkers, it does not serve the outer
boroughs. It sinmply punishes residents
of the outer boroughs.

And the vast mpjority of the
congestion are for-hire vehicles.
Regul arly, you can see al nost every
other car is an empty Uber, driving
around, causing congestion, waiting for
passengers. For all these people that
are conpl ai ni ng about congesti on.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Tamr
Adams-El, followed by Oren Baarzil ay.

Our next speaker is Oren
Baarzilay, followed by Ronnie Dreyer.

OREN BAARZI LAY: Good afternoon,
can you hear nme?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

OREN BAARZI LAY: Good afternoon.
My name is Oren Baarzil ay. | *'m

presi dent of FDNY EMS Local 2507,
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representing EMIs, paranmedics and fire
I nspectors.

Congestion pricing could be a
death blow to menbers of the FDNY EMS
Let's start by acknow edgi ng that
members of FDNY EMS are at a stark
econom ¢ di sadvant age being paid at
near poverty wages. Our menbers make a
little over the hourly rate that's set
by New York State. Despite EMS
members' absol ute devotion to protect
the lives of New Yorkers and our
society's most vul nerable, many of our
members sinply cannot afford to live
anywhere close to the city that they
serve because of the unconpetitive
wages.

This is why 30 percent of FDNY
EMS nmembers resign within three years
and 70 percent resign within five years
for higher paying jobs. It already
amounts to a costly brain drain for the
city's medical first responders
agencies and its workforce.

Addi ng nore costs roughly few
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t housand dollars a year onto the
shoul ders of poorly paid FDNY EMS staff
m ght just be the straw that breaks the
camel 's back

FDNY EMS nmenbers are the nmedical
first responders for the entire city,
meani ng all five boroughs and not just
M dt own and Lower Manhattan's
congestion pricing zones. It will be
critical that policy makers recogni ze

t hat our assigned work shifts are not

9: 00 through 5:00, but 24/7, 365 days a

year. And that being ordered to do a
doubl e shift or reassigned to work in
anot her area is conmmn occurrence and
out of our control. As the uniformed
param litary style organization, and
emer gency response agencies, we don't
have the |uxury of choosing our work
site, curating our work hours. W
sinply report where, when, and as
ordered.

Our fire inspectors use their
personal vehicles. They travel in and

out of the zone routinely to conduct
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I nspections. These men and women wil |
now face additional expenses as the
FDNY does not provide transportations
for themto conduct these inspections.

Those needi ng the noney grab for
the MIA need to understand that it is
quite common that our members nust
travel from far away communities just
to serve. FDNY menbers don't generally
have the |uxury of being able to afford
living within the MIA one or even two
fare zone because the cost of housing
Is simply too rich for our wages.
Maki ng the job of being one of New York
City's medical first responders nore --

MS. FLAX: Pl ease concl ude your
remarks.

OREN BAARZI LAY: -- without the
City of New York paying a |livable wage
first.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Ronnie
Dreyer, followed by Frank Hardaway.

Our next speaker is Frank

Har daway, foll owed by Anonynmous 2.
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Our next speaker is Anonynous 2,
foll owed by Emmanuel Candel ari a.

Our next speaker is Emmanuel
Candel aria, followed by Katy Wong.

EMMANUEL CANDELARI A:  Hello. W
are communi cating on regards to our
famly. And we are against congestion
pricing because there are a few things
that aren't being considered, |ike the
MITA has a | ack of reasonable service in
the sense of ventilation on the -- on
the trains, disability, meaning the
el evators, as well as there's al ways
traffic or slow train service. So it's
hard to say get on the train because
iIt's not always reliable, and we can't
al ways count that we are going to be
able to get there.

For exanple, also with the buses.
And someone had said earlier there was
an issue with Iike emergency vehicl es,
If that's the case, they can have a
| ane for emergency vehicles and the bus
| ane and then prohibit commercial cars

from parking. We live in the Downt own
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area, and a lot of times that's the
problem There's a | ot of commerci al
vehi cl es al ways bl ocking those bus
| anes.

Al so, there should be some type
of exenption based on license
regi stration, where your car is
regi stered at because now we are paying
fromthe ours of 6:00 a.m to 8:00
p.m, $23, $24 a day just to come into
the city or just to go hone where we
live.

The MTA al so has a very bad
hi story of m susing their funds that
they get. For exanple, in Madison
Square Garden, they just built a fancy
train station. We don't need fancy
train stations. We need working trains
and on tinme trains.

So | just want to say that we are
agai nst the congestion pricing.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

The next two speakers -- the next

speaker 1s Katy Wng, followed by Devin
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Deser .

KATY WONG. Hi. MW nane is Katy
Wong. " m an Asian American woman who
lives with my extended famly in
Bensonhurst, Brooklyn. We live well
bel ow mul ti ple poverty lines, |ike many
ot her Asian American New Yorkers, as
per a recent city report and we own a
car. | make these points because ny
borough president and others refer to
car owners and drivers as white
weal t hi er people. And that is not ny
experience as sonmeone born and raised
in an imm grant famly in Brooklyn.

Li ke many Asian famlies, | grew
up and still live in a
mul ti generational household wi th aging
parents and el derly grandparents.
We've relied on our car nmy whole life
because we run errands all together.
Li ke frequent shopping trips for |arge
quantities of groceries in Manhattan
Chi nat own and Costco bul k househol d
item purchases. Which is frowned upon

on and even glared at by other riders
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If we take the train for these trips
with our purchases.

We seek medical care in Manhattan
even nore now because that is where our
PCPs refer us to the best doctors,
especially since ny Medicare
grandparents are much ol der, and |
anticipate the same happening with ny
parents when they soon reach senior
citizen status.

My famly visits multiple doctors
and specialists in the proposed zone,

I ncl udi ng ny grandparent who had a
stroke right before the pandemc. The
subway does not guarantee seating for
el derly and those who cannot stand for
a decent period of time. It also does
not have consi stent accessibility |ike
ramps and el evators, clean and open

bat hrooms and multilingual signage and
assi stance throughout the whole system

So in our subway rides, assum ng
no delays, is too nuch for famlies
li ke mne, mentally and financially.

Our medical trips are by a car that is
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not registered under ny grandparents
and these trips tend to include three
to four people, the patient driver,
mai n caretaker and a bilingual famly
member to help translate. The subway,
during this third year of the pandem c,
remai ns i ncredibly unsafe for those

I munoconmprom sed, even the young ones
who have underlying conditions and we
are unable to isolate in a

mul ti generati onal househol d.

My household and community are
also terrified of anti-Asian attacks on
the streets and on the subway.
Especially when they are targeted at us
women and our elderly, often leading to
deat h and hospitalization.

The subway system including ny
own home station, has gone through so
many so-called repairs wthout any
accessibility imrovements. Even
shutting down both sides of the station
for over a year, years ago. The
service and the station continue to

crunmbl e throughout my whole lIife as
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fares increase. CP will become another
huge burden on | ow-income,

mul tigenerational immgrant famlies

| i ke mne, as we cannot receive the
medi cal care in Brooklyn. And we
cannot afford any further fees to be a
New Yor ker who al so frequents Manhattan
Chi natown for community visits and
resources.

There needs to be exenmptions for
poor and working class inmm grant New
Yorkers who rely on cars out of
survival. As we saw huge |ines when
Green Light New York passed, and how
the five cent fee was exenpt for poor
New Yor kers because every cent counts.
But now, the $23 is going to kill wus.

We al so need nmore inclusive
I ntentional research into this program
before it even passes in Albany. So
| ow-i ncome communities of color are not
I mpacted di sproportionately by this and
are included in such hearings.

MS. FLAX: Conclude your remarks.

KATY WONG. Thank you.
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MS. FLAX: Thank you.

We have reached the final two
speakers on the list. After they have
been called, we will call the names of
all the speakers who we've previously
called, but did not yet speak. As we
make our way through the |ist of
speakers for the second tinme, those
present who have not spoken yet will be
gi ven an opportunity to conmment.

If you m ss your name being
call ed, did not sign up to speak but
woul d |Ii ke to speak, or have joined the
Zoom under a nanme that is different
fromthe one you used when you signed
up to speak, please identify yourself
in the Q and A function. You may al so
request to speak anonynmously.

Our next speaker is Devin Deser,
foll owed by Elderly New Yorker. CQur
next speaker is Elderly New YorKker.

ELDERLY NEW YORKER: Can you
hear ?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

ELDERLY NEW YORKER: Mass transit
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Is a fast paced environment. Sl ow,
frail, elderly New Yorkers with brittle
bones from osteoporosis can be killed
by being pushed down or tranpl ed.
Actually, there's a victimof subway
violence in a -- a victimin a coma.
Mass transit is not for disabled with
bal ance problenms, i mMmunocomprom sed, et
cetera. Mass transit is not
appropriate for everyone. The push
back in the meeting is |oud and cl ear.
Clearly overwhel m ng.

Billions of dollars given by
federal governments to corporations and
foreign countries. The federal
government has given billions of
dollars to corporate America in
bai |l outs during financial crises and
during COVID-19 on the backs of the
nore than taxpayer. And federal
government has bailed out the auto
I ndustry, the airline industry, the
hospitality industry, has given
billions of dollars in PPP | oans that

were given to wealthy people Iike
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1 Jarred Kushner, Tom Brady, Khl oe
2 Kar dashi an and has given billions of
3 dollars in aid to foreign countries.
4 Let the federal governnment bail out,
5 further support MIA. The federal
6 government has already recently given
7 the MITA $15 billion. \What happened to
8 the $15 billion? That was given to the
9 MTA?
10 The MTA needs noney. But it is
11 not fair to take the nmoney out of the
12 pockets of sick elderly individuals who
13 are on fixed income. There are so many
14 groups that have valid reasons for
15 exenptions that congestion pricing
16 shoul d not nove forward as per all the
17 testimony. The congestion tax wil
18 cause so nuch pain and financi al
19 hardshi p. Congestion price is a
20 heartl ess, unfair, money grab by the
21 MTA, and the plan does nothing to
22 I mprove the congesti on and environnment
23 but merely redistributes negative
24 affects of congestion and negative
25 effects on the environment.
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1 Peopl e need to contact -- and
2 state senators and assenblymen to
3 protest this outrageous congestion tax.
4 These public neetings are being
5 transcri bed, and the transcription
6 shoul d be made avail able to the public.
7 It is part of your job to listen to the
8 meetings. The general public should
9 not have to listen to the hours of
10 videos to |l earn everything that was
11 said at the public hearings.
12 Thank you.
13 MS. FLAX: Thank you.
14 We will now read the names of
15 t hose on our |list who have not spoken
16 for a second tinme, starting with those
17 we believe may be present.
18 Dougl as Desir.
19 Dougl as Desir, if you are
20 present, you may unnmute yourself and
21 begi n your remarks.
22 DOUGLAS DESI R: Can you hear ne?
23 MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.
24 DOUGLAS DESIR: Oh my gosh.
25 Okay. | was on since 10 o'clock, so |
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actually went through a whole process.

The price -- let me recall this
agai n. Well, what it is, |'m against
It because what happens is that | --
well, | work in Manhattan in the Upper
East Si de. | work -- nmy job starts at
m dni ght until 8:00 in the norning. I
don't deal with traffic. | don't know
why | have to deal with this congestion
price. |*ve been working in the city
for thirty-five years. And at the sane
time, | also have a part-time job where
| deliver medicine, food and things to
people in Manhattan. But if this
congestion pricing goes on, | can't do
this anynore.

Tell you the truth, I did used to
deliver in Manhattan, and | couldn't
deal with it because the traffic was
bad and you couldn't find parking and |
was getting tickets one after another.
So after three attenpts, | gave up on
it. So | decided to keep nmy deliveries
in the other four boroughs, Brooklyn,

Queens and Staten |Island and Long
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| sland and that's about it.

But if you do the congestion,
"1l say one thing. | feel sorry for
t he people who live in Manhatt an.
Because | think these are the people
that's actually pushed nmore than
anybody el se. Because they're nore
worried about their environnment. I
think the MITA is |looking for a hat in
hand to join the people in Manhattan to
cause this -- this drastic thing to
happen to us. Because it's going to
hurt the people in the outer boroughs.

So | can't make deliveries in
Manhattan anymore because | can't
afford to do that. And eventually, the
people in Manhattan, they're going to
| ose business. That's what it comes
down to. The people live in a house
who don't work, who work fromtheir
home are not going to get their food
deliveries, they're not going to get
anyt hi ng done, their business is going
to close. | work in the Upper East

Side, and | | ook around. | don't know,
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maybe these people hide in their
apartments, but you | ook around

busi nesses are cl osing everywhere. And
there's homel ess people sleeping in
front of shops. And that's not just in
Brookl yn and Queens, that's in
Manhattan all over the city.

So this price congestion is not
going to help anybody. You couldn't do
this at a worse tinme. I"m 62 years
old. Thank God, in a couple nore
years, |'mgoing to retire because it
doesn't pay for me to work. It just
pays for me to go home, cash nmy pension
and everything else, and then that's
it.

And with this, you know, [|"'I]
give the time back to anybody. Thank
you for e-mailing me this text. I f 1
didn't get this text, | wouldn't know
what was going on in the city. And
It's a very dangerous and bad tinme
situation we're going through.
haven't taken a train in over 25 years,

and |''m not about to take it. Now, the
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|l ast time | took it, there were people
doi ng drugs on the train and that
was -- okay. Thank you very nuch.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Tal Barzilai.
Tal Barzilai, followed by Efraim Aaron.

Tal --

TAL BARZI LAlI: Yeah, |'m here.

MS. FLAX: Gr eat .

TAL BARZI LAI: Okay. You can see
me now? Can you? You can see and hear
me now?

MS. FLAX: Yes.

TAL BARZI LAI : Al right. Look,
congestion pricing was never supported
when it was first |aunched back when
M ke Bl oomberg wanted this. It is not
supported now. The only thing it is
seen as, IS a regressive tax to those
on |l ower incomes while a punishment to
t hose who do not have viable
alternatives.

But | feel |ike the groups that
advocate it either do not drive on a

regul ar basis or can easily afford it.
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That is why they're the ones pushing
for it. And if it wasn't for the
relentless push, it'd be | ong dead
ri ght now.

As a matter of fact, you said
t hat car ownership is not big in New
York City. Well, New York City is not
just Manhattan. Also, the city
boundari es do not stop where the subway
| ines do. And there are even transit
deserts even in city lines itself. But
as a resident of Pleasantville in
West chester County, even | would find
it faster to drive. Because during off
peak hours, both Metro-North and B |ine
have sporadi c schedules, to which
driving would get me there sooner as
opposed to taking either of those.

| feel like sometimes, people do
not | ook at the causes to why we drive
and rather focus on the effects. I f we
had better viable alternatives, we
woul dn't have to drive. But | feel the
main priority of congestion pricing is

not really to reduce congestion or to
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have cl eaner air. It's to make a
revenue. Because if it got people out
of all their vehicles, there's no
revenue on this. And then it will be
just seen as a net nmoney | oser.

So yeah, if you really thought it
was about those things, then | guess |
got a bunch of New York City bridges
and tunnels to sell you on that. We
should not amend this idea. W should
just end it already. If you really
want to help the people in the outer
boroughs, especially in the outlying
areas, build that |IND second system and
Tri borough X that you were supposed to
buil d decades ago and didn't.

Until then, there will be
driving. The sanme thing goes for the
suburbs, with conmmuter transit having
sporadi ¢ schedul es during off peak
hours. As long as that exists, as |ong
as you have those built around those
with just regular work schedul es, those
that don't have it will always resort

to driving.
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So once again, you got to | ook at
t he causes and not the effects. You
got to help them Even in London, they
al ready inproved their transit even
bef ore their congestion pricing, not
after it. And that's the problem
This doesn't really help anyone. So
pl ease, do not amend this idea. End
it.

Okay. There. | ' m done.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Efraim Aaron,
foll owed by Jesus Urena.

Efraim you may unnute yourself
and begin your remarks.

Our next speaker is Jesus Urena.

Jesus, you may unmute yourself
and begin your remarks.

JESUS URENA: Well, yes. Hey,
good afternoon. Thank you guys for
taking on the time, giving me the
opportunity to speak.

| drive for Uber and for Lyft.
During the pandem c, things were really

tough. | contracted COVID about three
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times, all while having a famly. And
it wasn't only for nmonetary reasons, |
al so wanted to contribute, | also
wanted to give back. You know, we were
consi dered essential workers. And as
It has been mentioned here by other
people, like it's -- it just feels like
we are being thrown aside. Like we're
no | onger inmportant. Even after, you
know, contributing, even after, you
know, being there for the city.

It's really unfortunate. | feel
| i ke there's other solutions, other
ways to go about it. Currently, we are
in a recession, com ng out of a
pandem c. It's just kind of nuts to ne
for this to take place this com ng
year, given the current state of things
right now. Rent being as expensive as
It is. Groceries being as expensive as
t hey are.

And then for this to go forward
and kind of just decimate our -- you
know, just decimate our -- you know,

the i ndustry and put us out of a job,
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1 you know, it just -- it really doesn't
2 make sense to me. | feel |ike sonme
3 more time can be taken to find better
4 solutions to the issues.
5 Li ke, | struggle with it. | have
6 a newborn on the way, and now | got to
7 work finding an alternative job that
8 m ght conmpensate, you know, the sane
9 way. You know, it's -- it's heart
10 wrenching. | really wish that, you
11 know, the people that are | ooking at
12 this will take nore tinme, put this on
13 hol d. Reevaluate it. Find better
14 solutions, a better way to get that
15 i ncome for the MTA.
16 | understand the needs for
17 repairs. There just has to be a better
18 way to go about it. Especially after
19 com ng out of a pandem c. After all,
20 t hese businesses are closing down after
21 inflation being what it is. There just
22 has to be a different alternative.
23 More research needs to be done before
24 t hi s happens. It feels like no -- no
25 consi deration is being taken,
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considering the current state of
t hi ngs.

You know, people are struggling
out here. And it would just -- it
woul d just put us out of a job, a |ot
of the drivers, Uber drivers, Lyft
drivers. People that were here for the
city. And not to mention everybody
el se, all the residents and citizens
that | pick up that conplain about how

much they're struggling to make ends

meet .

But thank you. Thank you for the
time. That will be all.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

Our next speaker is Erika Flores.

ERI KA FLORES: Hel | 0?

MS. FLAX: We can hear you.

ERI KA FLORES: Okay. Hi. Sorry.
One second -- so ny name is Erika

Fl ores, and I'm a resident of what's
being called the Central Business
District. |'ve spoken before, and I
just want to reiterate a coupl e of

things that |1've shared.
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| think that there's this notion
that the people who live in the CBD are
all wealthy and that we would be able
to kind of, you know, take on this --
this additional expense. W just heard
a gentl eman who just spoke about the
current state of things. Groceries are
up. Just | ast week, | spent 6.99 on a

dozen eggs, a carton of eggs was 6.99

In my neighborhood. | don't live here
because |I'm wealthy, | live here
because it's what | can afford. | live

with famly.

lt's just, you know, this -- this
proposal, it's going to hurt a | ot of
people, not only within the CBD, but
outside of it. Neighboring -- this
just shuffles around, the problem The
I mpact for the -- the -- you know, the
potential inmpact that we've seen in
London, how it's a disaster there, it's
not worth putting New Yorkers in nore
of a financial debt. People are
struggling. And we are only going to

shift the problemto other
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nei ghbor hoods, where there's going to
be congesti on now above 60th Street.
Fol ks are going to be parking their
cars in those nei ghborhoods and then
ki nd of hopping on the train, which is
already an insufficient -- ridership is
down. Crime is up on trains. People
are scared. And you are going to have
peopl e who are either going to hop on
the train and cause nore del ays there
and make that |less of a -- of a
reliable system and people getting in
the cabs. So I don't understand how
this makes any sense.

In the presentation earlier, you
know, there's a |ot of buzzwords being
used |i ke environmental justice. In
your research al one, you show t hat
areas |i ke neighborhoods that surround
the Cross Bronx or the Bruckner are
going to be further disadvantaged
because of this.

So how is this an environmental
justice policy when Bl ack and Brown

people in those comunities that are
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al ready youth there and adults, the

hi ghest asthma popul ation in the world,

you are just further going to
di sadvant age them You are going to
reroute traffic.

And this is just not a good
policy. It's a money grab. We've
heard that over and over. These calls
have been by far of people saying that
they're against this policy. And we
shoul d have -- there should have
been -- these sessions should have
happened | ong before.

| really hope that you take al

of this into consideration. People are

going to suffer, and -- disabled
peopl e, poor people, people of color.
The very comunities that you are
saying you are trying to help. | just
don't understand it. And |I hope that
you all listen to us.

Thank you.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

We'll now continue reading the

| i st of speakers who have not spoken
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yet for a second tine.

| f you hear your name being
call ed, please let us know in the Q and
A function.

Sarah Gribetz. Steven Sal vessen.
Quentin Heill broner. Sophia Kakaral a.
Arnol d Ham |t on. Peter Triestman.
Andrew Grossman. Darrin Gtlitz.
Marietta Viera. Nicole Love. David

Gei zhal s. Hassan El hel wa. Loui se

Torres. Bill Feinberg. Myer Florez.
Cressida Connolly. Mohanmmed |slam
Greywol f Ri chards. Nom Castill o.

Nevena Kocic. Patricia O Rourke.
St ephen Graham Al berto Alanmp. Keal a
Mont gomery. W I 1iam Del aney. Rose
Marie Chatterton. Cullen McGraw. Adam
Al barran. Dario Cremades.

Darrell G Fulton. Donovan Hunt .
Crai g Hudson. Haydar Akbar. Jonathan
Tineo. Warren Green. Kevin Ritter.
Rodney Hughes. Eric Diaz. M chael
King. Jody Stewart. Seva G amaras.
Gordon Watt. Polly Brewster. Donna

Bartolini. M chael ol z. Bhai r avi
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Desai. Tayo Adjapon-Yanmoah. Sophia
Fei st. Adham Ahmed. Constance
Stellas. Thomas Grech. Eric Dorfman.
Sarah Hughes. | mani Mcki nnon. Jordan

Force. Erica Schwartz. Wendy Brawer.

Ahmad Qayyum Faraz Qureshi. Carol
Parker. Christopher Sanders. Lena
Mel endez.

Christian Arrue. M chael
Huar achi . Vi shaan Chakrabarti. Jon
Jadrosich. M chelle Grossman. Caspar
Lant. Muneeb Rehman. M chael Pri sco.
Mtch Watson. Christine O Brien
Sheila Pierre. Chris Castillo.
Caswell McLean. Alfred Lynch. Connie
Zambi anchi. Cecilia Guerra. Filipp
Shinelev. Jorge Urena. Kri shaveni
Drummond. Raul Rivera. Peter
Costello. Elizabeth Larkin. Patricia
Keenan. Beatrice Chisholm Leo
Straus. David Schroeder. Cathryn
MWyers. Char | ene Burke. Charl es Yu.
Scott Henry. M chelle Wnfield. Car
Wobj ci echowski. Mamadou Di allo. Gordon

Lee. Cynthia Nwamarah. Judy Densky.
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John Cimll o.

Tinatin Chargeishvili. Pierre
Benj am n. Donna Myers. Kurt B. Bryan
Freeman. Ariel Shafir. Steve Azor.

Henry Ward. Veronica Mosey. Lee

Art hurs. Keri Fl aherty. Juancarl os
Mari n. Emma Ci ntron. Deni se Heby.
Joan Kimel. Carolyn Protass. Emlio

Estela. Teddy Edris. Adina Shulimson.

Dom ni ¢ Sanni no. Al exander

Ross.

Mar ek Kruszel ni cki . Amedeo Pel i n.

Jennifer MC. Judy Pesin.
Ahmed. Matt Bewl ey. Joan
Aur a E.

Ashr af

Marti nez.

Joseph Stoffel. Ml ana Meytes.

Ber nardo Cel eri no. Liam Jeffries.

Nor man Buenavent ur a. Wol f

Hert zberg.

Gol am I stiaque. Richard Chal fin.

Howar d Shaf er. Rosal i e Shi el ds.
Suzanne Musho. Joe Troi ano. lrwin
M1l er. Bri an Hess. JoAnn Roberts.

Justin Gundlach. Alec Raggio. Harry

Schwartz. Tony Thonmpson.

Ahmad Saeed.

Dani el Rei d. Anna Kokki ni s.

Benjam n Tol enti no.

Laneya
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Wles. Elizabeth Pugh. Steve Si biga.
Sharon Wnne- Car nona. Barry Genesen.
Ef rai m Aar on.

Jeff Schwane. Shane McMorrow.
Sonal Jessel. Xiashu Chen. 30d.
Robert D' Angelo. Tamr Adans-El.
Ronni e Dreyer. Frank Har daway.
Anonynous Speaker number 2.

Devi n Deser.

Devin, you may unnute yourself
and share your remarKks.

DEVI N DESER: Okay. Can you all
hear me?

MS. FLAX: Yes, we can.

DEVI N DESER: Thank you so much,
everyone. |"m sorry for joining so
| ate.

But yes, | just wanted to quickly
say that | definitely disagree with
this congestion pricing policy that the
city is going to inmplement. Mainly for
me, the reasons that have al ready been
stated by many ot her New Yorkers or
ot her residents who depend on driving

into the city to support their way of
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life or how they've been moving
t hroughout this crazy, crazy, insane
time we've been through.

| think that an additional fee
that's |l evied upon different drivers is
quite disastrous in this time when
there's, again, record | evels of
inflation, all the goods and prices are
i ncreasing, rent is increasing.

Everyt hing seens to be getting nmore and
nore expensive in this time period.

And | feel that the city using a policy
as more of a disincentive versus
focusing on one that provides nore of
an incentive to use public
transportation is not the best nove at
this time period.

You know, sone ot her people have
stated this well too, that the subway
system has not been safe for many
people and there are different
Vi ewpoints on it. | do think that if
the city was to first begin with
providing a |level of confidence that

t hey can provide a safe subway system
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or alternative method of transportation
for people to get in and get out of the
city effectively and efficiently, then
| think we can start into the
conversation about should people be
needing to drive into the city.

But | feel like as it stands
ri ght now, some people are definitely
not feeling that the subway systemis
safe. As well as driving into the city
as well too already has a | ot of
di sincentives already that the drivers
take on, including excessive fine-age
If you are a mnute or two over the
par king meter, getting your car towed
by the Department of Transportation and
having to pay upwards of a 300-doll ar
fee already. So there's a | ot of
di sincentives driving to the city. So
when people are going in and driving,
they need to get there. [It's not a
pl easurable thing. Sometines they
really do need to drive. So it's not a
guestion of |ike, oh, you know, it's

just a luxury to do so. W understand
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the situation, the risks that are

i nvol ved and that type of situation.

So adding an additional fee on top of

t he already excessive fees that drivers
al ready deal with, including the |evels
of i nsurance, which are record high
across New York City, plus whatever the
car payments are, it's an additionally
excess.

That's all | had to say for
today. Thank you for |istening.

MS. FLAX: Thank you.

That concludes our reading of the
| i st of speakers for a second tine.

MR. OLIVA: Thank you all for
j oining us today.

For the record, during today's
hearing, Paul Freidman stepped in as
hearing officer when | took a short
break.

For those who did not do so
al ready, we encourage you to take our
short survey via the QR code or link
currently being displayed. The link

can also be found in the Q and A
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section of the Zoom

For details about the Central
Busi ness District Tolling Program and
t he Environmental Assessment, please
visit the project website at
MTA. i nf o/ CBDTP.

As the final rem nder, in
addition to the six virtual public
heari ngs that have been held, there are
several other ways you can provide
comments on the Environnment al
Assessment through September 9, 2022.
We encourage the public to coment via
t he CBDTP website where you can al so
find the | atest project information and
sign up to stay informed via e-mail.

You may al so e-mail comments to
CBDTP. org, send themvia mail to CBD
Tolling Program 2 Broadway, 23rd
FI oor, New York, New York 10004, or
call (646)252-7440.

Comments may al so be provided
directly to the Federal Hi ghway
Adm ni stration via e-mail to

CBDTP@lot . gov, or via mail to FHWA-NY

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re CBDTP Congestion Pricing Program Environnmental Assessnent
Publ i c Hearing
August 31, 2022
541

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP R R R PR
g A W N P O © ®©® N O U1 A W N P O

Di vi si on, RE: CBDTP, Leo W O Brien
Federal Building, 11A Clinton Avenue,
Suite 719, Al bany, New York 12207.

The time is currently 6:58 p. m

This concludes the hearing. Thank you

again for your participation.

(TIVE NOTED: 6:58 p.m)
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1 CERTI FI CATE
2
3 STATE OF NEW YORK)
4 : SS
5 COUNTY OF NASSAU)
6
7 |, Elbia Baires, a Notary Public
8 within and for the State of New York, do hereby
9 certify:
10 | reported the proceedings in the
11 within-entitled matter, and that the within
12 transcript is a true record of such proceedings
13 to the best of nmy ability.
14 | further certify that | am not
15 related to any of the parties to this action by
16 bl ood or marriage; and that | amin no way
17 interested in the outcome of this matter.
18 | N W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto
19 set my hand this 2nd day of Septenber, 2022.
20
21
22 é§é=ﬁ§)

Elbia Merino (Baires)
23
24
25
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